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Letter from our interim moderator Rev. 
Jan Steyn. 
 
To all in the Scots International Church Rotterdam 
 
Dear Friends  
Sunday, 2nd February, is etched in my mind.  
It was your first Sunday after saying goodbye to the Lawson’s, 
it was my first Sunday with you as your Interim Moderator and 
it was the election of the Nominating Committee. By then, the 
Coronavirus was just a name of a flu-outbreak far away.  
How much has changed since then! 

Europe has been in lock-down 
Your locum, unfortunately, had to leave 
We have stopped using our churches for Sunday Worship 

Services  
We have started to do online worship 
Our way of working and connecting is changing 
and there are more… 

We have learned that we are all equal – the virus does not 
choose by any of our categories. (economic, race, education, 
nationality etc.) 
We have learned we are not equal – some people are more 
vulnerable than others.  
We have learned that we are one – we are one small human-
kind on one small planet in a big universe.  
This is a humbling time for humanity on this planet.  
May this humbleness – which is fundamental in the story of Je-
sus, too – filter into the depths of our being.  
About the congregation: 
Since Alex and Jill had to leave and since I cannot travel, I 
have spoken to the Presbytery Business Committee proposing 
Irene Bom as our interim locum. She has agreed and has 
stepped in with competence and grace. The next locum will not 
be able to travel too which means that Irene will stand in at 
least until the end of June. As you know, we all uncertain about 
tomorrow – even more about what might happen by the end of 
June.  
The Worship Team has been asked to lead a few services too 
– and they are working extremely hard on those services.  
In the meantime, your Nominating Committee has been doing 
an excellent job. You will notice that the advert and application 
form is available on the website – both the SICR website as 
well as the Church of Scotland website.  
I ask you to keep them in your prayers. Also pray to God for 
leading his servant here. 
I am aware of one of our members who has passed away. We 
think of the Massicott, White and other family, as they remem-
ber their beloved Cynthia. 
 
Dear Friends,  
This is also a time of revelation. Many aspects of the culture 
we have created on the earth are being revealed to us. The 
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time of lockdown reveals inner qualities we might not have been aware of and perhaps our lack 
of certain character traits we professed to have. We might discover new strengths or weakness-
es. Throughout all this, we are in the constant presence of a graceful God.  
Together with you, I pray these words from Psalm 119 

 
Lord, be generous with me and I’ll live a full life; 
not for a minute will I take my eyes off your road. 

Open my eyes so I can see what you show me of your miracle-wonders. 
I’m a stranger in these parts; give me clear directions. 

My soul is starved and hungry, ravenous! 
— insatiable for your nourishing commands. (…) 

I’ve been careful to do just what you said. (…) 
I’m absorbed in pondering your wise counsel. 

Yes, your sayings on life are what give me delight; 
I listen to them as to good neighbours! 

(Psalm 119:17-24 from the Message version.) 
 
Let us listen to God… and be together as good neighbours! 

 
The  
advertise-
ment  
as it will  
be printed 
in Life and 
Work of 
May 2020 
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Congregational Agenda April - May 2020 

From 22nd March onwards, due to COVID-19 restrictions, only online 

Worship & Praise Services were held in the Sanctuary of the SICR and 

broadcasted by a small Ad Hoc Worship Team led by Rev. Irene Bom 

 

5th April  Online Worship & Praise Service led by Rev. Irene Bom; 
 

19th April Online Good Friday Service 

 

12th April. Online Worship & Praise Service led by Rev. Irene Bom; 
   

19th April Online Worship & Praise Service led by Rev. Irene Bom;  

26th April Online Worship & Praise Service led by Rev. Irene Bom; 

3rd May Online Sacrament of Holy Communion led by Rev. Irene Bom 

10th May Online TV Worship & Praise Service led by guest preacher  

Rev. Derek Lawson and SICR Worship Team 

 

17th May Online Worship & Praise Service led by Rev. Irene Bom 

    

24th May Online Worship & Praise Service led by Rev. Irene Bom 

31st May Online Pentecost Worship Service led by Rev. Irene Bom 

   

All Services start online live at 10.30 am via: 
https://kerkdienstgemist.nl/stations/1016-Scots-International-Church-Rotterdam 

For more information contact the Consistory Clerk, Bob Hensen at 

atobobhensen@hotmail.com or 0616808505 
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The International Presbytery of the Church of Scotland (of which we are a charge) 

met in the second 

weekend of March 

in Gibraltar. Friendly 

hosted by the con-

gregation of St. An-

drews church, in the 

heart of Gibraltar 

itself. Remember 

the weather in The 

Netherlands that 

time? Cold, rain… 

Not in Gibraltar, 

warm and very sun-

ny! 

 

On the Friday night 

Rev. Dr. Lance Stone 

(Minister of the 

English Reformed 

Church in Amster-

dam) took over as 

Moderator from Rev. 

Irene Bom of the 

Scots International 

Church Rotterdam 

(SICR). A moderator is in function for one year. As token of his new role, Rev. Ire-

ne Bom gave Rev. Dr.  Lance Stone the presbytery stole. 

Also on Friday night the presbytrery elder of SICR, Ruud Witte, said farewell to 

Derek Lawson as minister of SICR. The Rotterdam church already said farewell tot 

he minister at the end of January, but it is tradition that this is also done at the 

following presbytery meeting. Here the speech of Ruud Witte: 

 

Of course in Rotterdam we knew that Derek and Moira would leave in the summer 

of this year. In 2016, he promised to stay with the Scots International Church 

Rotterdam for four years. 

I was a member of the Nominating Committee at that time. I can’t say much 

about the work of the committtee. But I can reveal this.  

Derek and Moira where in Bermuda at that time. So for money- and time reasons 

we did the interview by Skype.  
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So three members of the committee where sitting behind a computerscreen in a cold 

lower hall of our church in Rotterdam. And there was Derek in T-shirt in warm, maybe 

very warm Bermuda. 

I can also reveal that the vote for Derek Lawson as our new Minister was an overwhel-

ming YES at the  special general meeting of our Rotterdam congregation in 2016. 

Derek brought new views on worship. We started to use CH4. And most of the time we 

got two sermons for the price of one.  

Although he was not the youngest minister we have ever had in the 375 years of our 

existence, he was liked not only by the older part of the congregation, but also by the 

youth. 

He had the opportunity to marry young people and later baptise their first born. 

And of course his views on the organisation of our church. He guided us towards a new 

kirk session or consistory and a new constitution. 

And then there is Moira. I have never seen so many flowerarrangements in our church.  

She got women together – I don’t think there were men in these flower sessions in the 

Lower Hall of our church – not only to work with the colourful flowers, but also use the-

se sessions as a coming together.  

She was a real part of the congregation i.e. part of the welcoming team on Sunday Mor-

nings and as a member of the choir. 

And that often after a night with sirens of the big trucks of the Fire Brigade, which has 

their post just a hundred yards away from the Manse. 

Al things were bright and beautiful. But then there was the B-word: Brexit. Not only a 

struggle for people in the UK, but also for Derek and Moira.  

A tough decision lay ahead to leave Rotterdam earlier than planned for France where 

they have a house for their retirement. 

And not only the decision to leave Rotterdam itself, but also for a long time the uncer-

tenty: will Brexit go ahead and if so, when? It must have been hard times. Sometimes he 

shared part of it in the service on Sunday Morning. 

So in September last year Moira and Derek took the decision. They would leave Rotter-

dam at the end of January 2020 at the latest. Possibly earlier – October - if a No Deal 

Brexit becomes a reality. 

So here we are. It is Derekxit for the Scots International Church Rotterdam. It is sad we 

had to see them leave. But we are also glad that the time of uncertainty was over for 

them and for us. 

Derek is not the person to just pack his bags and leave. In the autumn in our consistory 

meeting he embraced the idea of forming a small group of people to do some preparati-

ons for our time of vacancy. He still had a copy of the old minister’s and congregationa-

profile for Rotterdam from four years ago and came up with some congregational profi-

les from charges in Scotland and the continent  to use to make our own.  
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In this way, the Nominating committee that was formed in the beginning of Februyary could start right 

away with the procedures for the search for a new Minister. 

A congregational farewell was held in January in, can we say tradition of our congregation, : an internatio-

nal lunch. 

As the Rotterdam presbytery elder I would like to express my thanks here in this meeting for all the work 

both of you have done for the Rotterdam congregation. I pray that God will guide you in the new phase of 

your lives in France. 

Allez avec Dieu 
 

Presbytery meetings are not all business (finance, training & education, prayer recources, mis-
sion project, property, publicity, youth, relations with the ‘mother church’ in Edinburgh, vacancies, 
local church reviews), but also a chance for representatives of the sixteen congregations within 
the presbytery to meet social, share the different congregational ways of doing things. And of 
course to explore the cities of the congegations. All in all it cost time (two very long weekends 

twice a year, long travels), but it is worth it. If you don’t believe me, ask members of the congega-
tion/consistory who have done it ! 
 

 

In Memoriam Cynthia Massicott 

A truly remarkable lady 

I first met Cynthia Massicott in 2005 when I resettled in Rotterdam after working for many years 
in various African Countries.  

It was in the Crèche room of the Scots International Church Rotterdam, where a meeting of the 
Women’s Bible Study Group was going on. I visited them to write an article for the Church 
Newsletter ‘The Herald’. Cynthia was much older than the other women, but her keen interest 

Who is more important for the Herald than the EDITOR? 
Yes I, Ato or Ni Bob, Bob Hensen, am the Editor-in Chief of 'The He-
rald'.  
Yes I do gather all articles and necessary information, but they only be-
come another Herald with the help of an OUTLAY-EDITOR. 
This has been a job done creatively and skillfully by George Ross, 'for 
ages and more', who now likes to handover. 
Are you or yes YOU our new Outlay-Editor in the new format? 
Contact me and we can work-out something! 
Ato/Ni Bob.  

New  
OUTLAY-
EDITOR 
wanted. 
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surprised me. In fact I was to discover that her keen 
interest regarded everything she was involved or took 
part in. 

Cynthia attended the Scots Church very regularly and 
never missed a Service, unless she was sick. Whe-
never there was a special Service or a Social event, 

she made sure to be there and fully enjoyed it. She 
also attended the Caribbean women’s club at Lau-
rens near Ikazia. 

Cynthia was born in the Dominican Republic, but later 
moved to Curacao and eventually to Rotterdam to be 
near her mother who lived there then. 

When she had her major stroke a few years back and 
became paralyzed on her left side, she had to un-
dergo a revalidation program at Antonius Binnenweg, 
where I visited her almost every week. Whenever I 

asked her how she was doing, she always answered 
‘I’m trying’. This showed her effort and determination 
to recover as much as possible, which in fact she did, 
till she could move about with the help of a walker. 

Behind the “I’m trying’ was her strong will and determination, which did not allow ‘a no for an 
answer’ and  

At Cynthia’s funeral Service at Hofwijk, there was a 
flood of loving tributes from family; relatives close 
friends, like The Holland Methodist Church, her best 
friend, Sister G. Blijden. Rev. Robert Calvert sent a vi-

deo and I spoke for the Scots Church, at the grave side. 
The latter was represented by Rev. Irene Bom, Elder 
Esther Karreman-Abang, Silvia Scott, Peter Aghasom-
ba and me. 

Pam Russell also remembers that Cynthia was extre-
mely generous and showed great concern when there 
was a disaster in the world. When she heard of appeals 

for aid she would contact me to enquire about the best 
way to give, or send, her money. 

She was a lady who put much thought into her ap-

pearance, with great taste, making sure her clothing all 
matched beautifully.  When Emma and I organised a 
home-made hat show / social evening she enthusiasti-
cally participated in it, eventually buying several hats 
which she never failed to wear like a fashion model.  

In former years when Cynthia was active with her crea-
tive skills she loved working with beads, coloured and glass.  One of the results was delightful 
designs for Christmas tree decorations. Now, each year when I put up my decorations, I think of 

Cynthia as I hang the beautiful glass snowflake and star creations that she made. So now this 
will be one of the ways to continue to remember a remarkable lady. 

Ato Bob & Pam Russell 
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  Minister: 

Interim moderator: 

Rev. Jan Steyn, 

The Scots Church Paris 

Tel 00 33 148784794 

E: JSteyn@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Church Office:  

Schiedamsesingel 6,  

tel. 010-4124779 ,  

E:info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator: 

Molly Foster,  

tel: 06 25538320,  

E:info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Pastoral Care Team Convener:   

vacant 
 

Worship & Nurture team Convener:   

Rizal Sebastian  

 

Organists: 

Jan Hendrik van der Kamp, E:J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Netty Dijkstra 

Gulieva Natavan 

 

Choir: Anneke Pot 

 

Joyful Singers:  

Emmanuel Asara Awuku. 

06 1220 0404 

E: dadaawuku@yahoo.com 

 

 

Welcome Team:  

Steve Russell,  

Tel: 010 5914959,  

E:srussell@caiway.nl 

 

 

Youth group: Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School: Peace Acquah 

Creche:  Christa Jacobs  

 

Secretary to the Consistory:  

Bob Hensen, E:atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

 

Safeguarding and Child Protection Officer:  

Annemarie Fleming,  

Tel:06 4100 5611,  

E:broll-111@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer and offering envelopes:  

Jim Taylor,  

Tel:071 3625835 

 

Property team Convener:  

Olaf de Zanger. 

Finance & Governance team Convener: Fred Booman. 

Fellowship & Communication team Convener: Bob 

Hensen. 

 

Herald & SICR Weekly Bulletin: 

Bob Hensen:(editor) 

06 016808505  

E:atobobhensen@hotmail.com  

Carol de Groot:  

E:carolkaedegroot@gmail.com 

Ranee Damanik:  

E: ran33d@gmail.com 

 

Church beamer:  

Daniel de Jong 
E:daniel@dejongweb.nl 
 
Childrens’s Message: 

Rev. Irene Bom,  

E:ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

 
Bookstall: 
Teun Karreman 
E: karremanski@hotmail.com 
 

     HAPPY BIRTHDAY  AND  MAY  THE  LORD  
           BLESS  YOU  IN  THE  COMING  YEAR !      

                 
April 2020 
  
Shanny D. Spranger-Butarbutar 
Elizabeth A. Baiye 
Karen Baiye 
Olaf de Zanger 
Tine  de  Groot-Laban 
Gladys Acquah 
Frank Knoester 
George Ross 
Emmanuel Asare-Awuku 
Michellyne van der Hulst 
Joke Cromwell 
  

       
May 2020 
  
Klazina Rigters 
Mike Jang 
Marvellous Okoro Tiyjudy 
Gwen Wenfua 
Grace Amoanyi Fosu 
Mavis Etienne - Massicott 
Patricia Brown-Cuvulay 
Anthony Evovo 
Rizal Sebastian 
Ladislav Brhel 
Anita Ouweleen 
Tita Dierx 
Nnenna Koka 
Fred Booman 
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