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Letter  
from  
the  
Minister 

Dear Friends, 
May I begin by wishing you a belated ‘Happy New Year’.  It 
seems no time at all since I was writing my last letter to you 
back in November and here we are well into 2018.  So, as you 
read this at the beginning of February, may we all seek in the 
year ahead to determine God’s will for us and to live our lives in 
ways that honour him and serve his creation. 
In the Christian calendar, we are, of course, now heading to-
wards Lent, Holy Week and Easter – another pivotal time in the 
Christian year.  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (this year it’s 
on 14th February) and traditionally lasts 40 days – reflecting the 
40 days Jesus spent in the desert before the start of his public 
ministry.  It is, traditionally, a time of preparation, often involving 
fasting, or, perhaps more commonly today, of “giving up” some-
thing for Lent. But let’s not forget our spiritual preparation – 
whether in following a book of Lenten readings or prayers, or in 
some other way.  At the end of Lent we come to Palm Sunday 
and Holy Week, before the climax of Easter Day itself (this year 
on 1st April).  However we do it, let’s try to mark Lent this year 
in preparing ourselves for the service to which we are called by 
Jesus.  Within our congregation, there are various groups that 
meet for Bible study: Irene Bom’s ladies group on a Monday 
evening; Liz v.d. Velden’s ladies group on Wednesday morn-
ings (twice monthly); my own group at 9.15 on Sundays (details 
later in the newsletter) – all of which offer the opportunity for 
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nourishing on our faith. 
But faith is not just about what we believe with our minds, 
it’s every bit as much about how we live our lives – including 
how we relate to other people, and how we relate to our en-
vironment.  So let’s all in 2018 be open and welcoming to 
those whose paths cross our own – and especially to our 
brothers and sisters within the community of faith; while also 
having a care for how we treat the environment, even in 
such simple things as how we recycle our rubbish. 
As we move through February towards March we are head-
ing towards the start of Spring – officially on 20th March – 
and certainly days will begin to lengthen and temperatures 
to rise.  So let’s enjoy the wonders and beauties of spring – 
all part of God’s wonderful creation.  But so, too, is winter – 
so let’s cherish the bright, crisp days and endure with forti-
tude the dark, wet and windy ones.  After all, as we look 
around the world, we have little to complain about living here 
in the Netherlands.  So, let’s always remember to be thank-
ful for all we have – but also to be willing to share what we 
have, not least our talents, with others. 
All these things are part of our Christian ministry: that we be 
welcoming, thankful, caring, and sharing.  If we are seen to 
pursue that ministry in the world, we might then attract oth-
ers to Christ.  May it be said of each and every one of us in 
2018 that: 
“they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.” 
(from the chorus to the hymn ‘We are one in the Spirit’) 
May part of our preparation for Easter be our showing love 
in our lives, just as Jesus himself did in his.  And may God 
bless you and strengthen you in all your Lenten prepara-
tions. 

Derek 
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Congregational AGM 

 

Never, perhaps, seen as the most uplifting event in our Church 
calendar, but one that should, nonetheless, be of interest to us 
all, as we review the past year and the congregation’s financ-
es, but also look towards the future.  This year this is truer than 
ever as a new Constitution is to be put to you for approval.  I 
say ‘new’ but, in fact, it may be the first proper Constitution ev-
er for the Scots International Church in its almost 375 years. 
Please therefore be sure to be present at the AGM – immedi-
ately after our service on Sunday 4th March – as the new Con-
stitution does away with our having separate Council and Con-
sistory and having only a Consistory (reflecting the only kind of 
Constitution now available to congregations in Scotland).   
Everyone on Bob’s email list for the Weekly Bulletin will re-
ceive a copy of the draft Constitution and printed copies will 
also be available on Sundays from Sunday 4th February, so 
that everyone can know in advance exactly what it contains. 
As part of the new arrangements, there will be a restructuring 
of Teams under the Consistory’s authority – some of which will 
be purely practical and carry out certain ‘jobs’ within the con-
gregation, while others will have more of a planning and super-
visory role.  More details of this will be given at the AGM itself– 
another reason to be there! 

Derek 

 

Celebrating 375 Years in Rotterdam 

 

As mentioned in the last edition of The Herald, we will be cele-
brating the 375th anniversary of The Scots Kirk in Rotterdam in 
September this year and a Working Group has been examin-
ing just how we celebrate the occasion.  It had been hoped to 
give a bit more detail in this edition of The Herald but, unfortu-
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nately, the group is not meeting until some days after the 
deadline, so watch out for more information in the Easter 
edition (available on 25 March)!  Meantime, please note in 
your diary that the Service of Celebration will be on Sun-
day 16th September at the usual time of 10.30am. 
 

Sunday Bible Studies 

 

These will re-commence on Sunday 11th February at 
9.15am in the Creche and continue on the following 
dates: Sunday 18th February and Sundays 18th and 
25th March. 
As you’ll see, this is just a short 4-week series in which 
we’ll look through the eyes of some of the very different 
people who approached Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel, as 
part of our own re-focussing on Jesus through the season 
of Lent. 
All are welcome to come and share in these sessions – 
and it doesn’t matter if you can’t commit to all four. 

Derek 

Evening Services 

 
Our first Service for Wholeness and Healing in 2018 
will be held on Sunday 18th February at 7.30pm when 
all who wish to participate in this important aspect of the 
Church’s ministry, or who wish to pray for themselves, a 
friend or relative, or some broader situation in the world, 
are encouraged to come along. 
The next evening service – on Sunday 18th March – will 
be a Praise Service when we’ll sing hymns old and new, 
with a particular focus on praise for Holy Week and East-
er. 



Page 6 THE HERALD 

Worship in Holy Week 

 

Please note that we’ll have two additional services during 
Holy Week – both at 7.30pm. 
Firstly, on Thursday 29th March there will be a celebration 
of The Lord’s Supper as we remember the last meal Jesus 
shared with his disciples before the events of Good Friday 
and Easter. 
Then on Friday 30th March we’ll hold a Good Friday Ser-
vice as we recall the events of that fateful day. 
 

Forthcoming Services 

February 

  4
th

  10.30  Sacrament of Holy Communion on the 5
th
  

     Sunday after the Epiphany 

11
th

  10.30  Worship for the last Sunday after the   

     Epiphany – The Transfiguration of Jesus 

 

18
th

 10.30  Worship for the 1
st

 Sunday in Lent 
  19.30  Service for Wholeness and Healing 

25
th

 10.30  Worship for the 2
nd

 Sunday in Lent  –   
     Rev Irene Bom 

March 

  4
th

 10.30  Sacrament of Holy Communion on the  
     3

rd
 Sunday in Lent 

11
th

 10.30  Worship for the 4
th

 Sunday in Lent  -   
     Rev Joost Pot 
18

th
 10.30  Worship for the 5

th
 Sunday in Lent 

  19.30  Service of Praise for Holy Week  
     and Easter 
25

th
 10.30  Palm Sunday Worship 

29
th

 19.30  Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
30

th
 19.30  Worship for Good Friday 

April 
  1

st
 10.30  Easter Celebration of Communion 
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World Day of Prayer   -   Friday 2
nd

 March 

 

This year’s Service will be on Friday 2
nd

 March – probably 
in our Church (though this is to be confirmed) at 10.30am.  
Watch Bob’s weekly Bulletin for details.  The material this 
year comes from Suriname (which, as many will know, on-
ly became independent from the Netherlands in 1975) and 
is entitled “All God’s Creation is Very Good”, based on 
Genesis 1: 1-31.  All who are able to attend (men as well 
as women) are encouraged to attend.  If you are from Su-
riname could you please contact me 
(DLawson@churchofscotland.org.uk) as I’d love you to 
take part in this service. 

Derek 

the Church of Scotland International Presbytery.  

Members of Presbytery represent all the congregations in the presby-
tery - a minister and elder from each - together with other Church of 
Scotland ministers living or working outside the United Kingdom and 
elders appointed to ensure a balance of equal numbers of ministers 
and elders. 

The presbytery meets twice a year (in March and October) over a 
three day period, being hosted by each of the European congregations 
in turn. 

The most recent meeting was in 
Malta (6th - 8th November 
2017); the next meeting will be 
in Lisbon, from 9th - 11th 
March 2018. 

St. Andrew’s Church, Lisbon 
(see picture) has held worship 
since 1866 and in the present 
sanctuary since 1899.The con-
gregation is multinational and 
multidenominational. 
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25 years ago: 

The congregation (above) and how the minister of that time saw 
the future for our church (below) 

Towards the future 

 

In what sense is the Scots Church in Rotterdam a Scottish 
Church? The minister and his family are Scottish. There are 
a number of Scottish people and Dutch people of Scottish 
descent in the church. 
The Church came into existence through historic connec-
tions between Scotland and the Netherlands. The Church is 
supported many ways (not least financially) from Scotland. 
In worship we are in the Scottish Reformed Tradition. 
 

Yet in many ways this Church is international. The congre-
gation has people from thirty five different nations. The 
Church has people from many different Church back-
grounds and religious experiences. The typical member of 
the Scots Church does not exist. It is an international and 
inter-denominational Church. 
The people in this Church have in common a desire to wor-
ship God and to gather in fellowship, in the English lan-
guage. So an important part of our ministry is to provide fel-
lowship opportunities as well as worship.Fellowship, or 
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Christian friendship, involves making friends by welcoming 
strangers, caring for needs, helping, comforting, encouraging, 
and enjoying each 

others company. One way into the future is to spread our wel-
come wider into the English speaking community. 
 

We can see that fellowship involves service. One of the roles of 
the Church is to serve its community. We serve each other in 

fellowship, but the congregation is only part of the Church’s 

community. Another part of the Church’s community is on our 
own doorstep, in the centre of Rotterdam. One simple but valu-
able service we can provide is the use of the Church Hall - for 
local family or social events. We can think also of the problems 
in Rotterdam, which are similar to problems in any city. Per-
haps we can serve more effectively in partnership with other 
churches and local organisations. This widens our contacts, 
outreach, and ecumenical relations. 
 

There is also a European dimension to our life. We are entering 
a historic period when Europe becomes more closely linked. 
Europe is a land of opportunities - but also of problems. The 
word "recession" is almost a cliche. There are new conflicts, 
often rooted in the past. Fascism, neo-nazism, and rascism are 
evident in places. Refugees are becoming a problem for gener-
ous, tolerant, and welcoming nations. 
 

This Church has cared for homeless people, a servant role. 
There is another role as a messenger, speaking out for the 
poor, homeless, and powerless. Many churches now believe 
that an effective way to be a messenger is to be involved in the 
European institutions, making the Christian voice heard where 
power is exercised. Also in a secular Europe, the Gospel must 
be presented in a meaningful, relevant, and convincing way. 
 

To do all this we need to be an effective organisation. Not a 
 



Page 10 THE HERALD 

backward looking, tradition-bound institution which is pre-

occupied with its own financial, material, and numerical surviv-
al. While the Consistory and Council have responsibilities for 
good management, it is only when we go beyond problem 
solving, that we have spiritual leadership. It is our responsibil-
ity to encourage growth in fellowship, service, and evangelism. 
 

In our troubled, disbelieving world the Scots Church in Rotter-
dam can be an effective sign of the reality and presence of 
God in Christ. In our worship, fellowship, service, message-

taking, and organisation, let people look to us and see in our 
frail humanity the manifestation of God’s love: the Body of 
Christ on Schiedamsevest. This is the way toward the future. 
 

Rev. Alexander C. Wark. (serving the church from 1992—

1994) 
 

HAS SOMETHING CHANGED ? 

 

From the Consistory 

The last Consistory meeting was held on 12th December 2017 
in the Lower Hall of our church. Present were our minister, El-
ders and Rev. Irene Bom. After the welcome, Bible Reading 
and reflection led by the minister, the Consistory considered 
the Pastoral cases. These are members of the congregation 
that need special attention, because they are seriously ill or 
can’t come to church because they are homebound. Most of 
them are on the Weekly Prayer Requests of the Prayer Net-
work and are therefore prayed for by around 50 members of 
the congregation. 

The Minister and Elders exchanged information about these 
persons and recommended either a visit or other ways of get-
ting in touch. 
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The Consistory was informed by the minister about the progress 
on the approval of the (new) Constitution of the SICR by the PKN 
and the Church of Scotland. The former had no objection, while 
the approval of the latter is still awaited. Given that approval, the 
Constitution will then be put before the congregation at the AGM 
(Annual General Meeting) on 4th March. See what the minister 
writes about this elsewhere in the Herald. 

The Consistory clerk Bob Hensen told the Consistory about the 
seminar he attended on the EU General Data Protection Regula-
tion, which comes into force on 25.05.2018. This law requires all 
organizations, institutions and companies whether public of pri-
vate in all EU countries to oblige to strict and strong data protec-
tion in particular electronically stored and used information on 
persons. This will mean that we may have to review our records 
and data base and ask your permission to use your personal da-
ta. 

The Consistory discussed the various Bible Study groups, Prayer 
and Alpha Course and agreed to launch the Second-Sunday-

Prayer-after-the-Service facility or opportunity. A specific Prayer 
Team has been set up, which members will pray with or for those 
remaining behind in the Sanctuary after the service. 

Finally the Consistory looked at the periods of service of Elders 
and Deacons to determine the need for re-election at the AGM. 

By Ato Bob. 
 
Summary of council meeting minutes of 16 January 2018. 
 

The intended move to the unitary constitution will be discussed 
with the congregation at the AGM. Formal approval from the 
Church of Scotland is still pending. If things work out as intended, 
the council as such will cease to exist and be merged with the 
consistory into a single governing body. 



Page 12 THE HERALD 

The financial accounts for 2017 are drawn up by Jim Taylor 
before the AGM. It is anticipated that the church will more or 
less break even over 2017. 
The finance and management team is reconsidering policies 
regarding data protection and privacy regulations. A special 
point of attention is the public broadcast of the service; na-
ming people in prayer is a likely violation of privacy regulati-
ons. 
Repairs of the stained glass window above the staircase ha-
ve been discussed. Urgent repairs are needed for a hole that 
has recently been made. Overall the stained glass in this 
facade is not in a good state and could use a thorough reno-
vation. A solution where double glazing is installed with an 
additional layer of toughened glass is attractive, to also im-
prove isolation. Installing double glazing will also need repair 
of the stone work. Quotations will be requested both for ur-
gent repairs and for thorough renovation. 
 

Frans van der Meer 
 

At the SKIN-Rotterdam New Year reception 

I was at this reception together with our Rev. Irene Bom on 
21.01.2018. 

SKIN stands for Samen Kerk in Nederland as you as member 
of the congregation of the SICR (Scots International Church 
Rotterdam) should know. SKIN-Rotterdam is the now grown-

up daughter of SKIN at National level. The latter was created 
in 1992 to assist the many migrant churches in The Nether-
lands to satisfy the spiritual needs of the broad scala of mi-
grant protestant and evangelic churches in The Netherlands.  
There were of course also other, material and financial 
needs. 
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SKIN-Rotterdam was created in 2007 by the initiative of 
two clergymen, our former minister Rev. Robert Calvert 
and Pastor Ola Asubiaro from the Glorious Chapel Interna-
tional. 

They soon gathered more than 50 churches around them 
and the ‘GIDS voor Christelijke Internationale Gemeen-
schappen in Rotterdam’ was their biggest achievement. In 
2016 an updated GIDS was published which lists a 171 
churches, an impressive Christian community!  

At the reception the new SKIN-Rotterdam Director Karin 
Schipper-Visser was introduced. 

Whom did I meet? First of all Bisschop Nana Opoku of 
Christian Family International, Board Chairman of SKIN-

Rotterdam. The reception was held in HOP-House of 
Praise of the RCCG- Redeemed Christian Church of God 
at Wolphaertsbocht, where their Pastor Bukky Olowu, also 
on the SKIN Board, welcomed us. Coincidentally my 
grandson is a Deacon there. Rev. Simon Kerkhof, Princi-
pal and Board Chairman of the BEE-Bible School repre-
sented this important institution, currently holding Satur-
days at the NEBO Church. They provide very intensive Bi-
ble studies. From the Claypot Community Centre Pastor 
Alexander Emoghene and Abundant Grace Ministry Pastor 
Rose Fer represented their churches. My neighbour Nico 
Rijsdijk is the minister of the ‘Volle Evangelie’ Full Gospel 
Church De Schutse, while Monica Lemus Milroy is from ‘La 
Sagrada Familia’ a Spanish Speaking Catholic Church.  
Lea Lynch, SKIN Board member, represented the Holland 
Methodist Church. Teklit Girmazion Chair of the Debre 
Genet Kidane Mehret, the Eritrean Orthodox Tewahedo 
Church was there as well as Brother Said Maxing of the 
Arab Speaking ‘Jezus Light of the World Church. Finally I 
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can mention Apostle Isaac Twumasi Gibson of Holyfire House 
of Grace Missionary Centre and Pastor Gabriel Semere of the 
Mahbere Kristian Church an Ethiopian Pentecostal Church, 
.also SKIN Board member. 

This all to give you an impression of the SKIN Rotterdam family 
of churches. Talk to me if you want to know more about them. 

By Ato Bob. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: The baptism of 
Krano Eghosa Asemo-
ta Kamara, son of Sun-
ny Kamara and Michel-
le Piquet (07-01-2018). 
 

Right: The Admission 
by profession of Faith 
of Florestan and Linda 
Bureau and Joshua 
Paundra and Stephan 
Sprangers.(14-01-

2018) 
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  FEBRUARY 2018 
 

1 Erna Booman 
 

2 Derek Lawson 
 

4 Pjtor Lane 
 

6 Elsie Chapman 
 

10.Cynthia Massicott 
 

10. Celine Abunam 
 

11. Jennifer Fleming 
 

12. Ruud Witte 
 

13. Steve Russell 
 

16. Roxanne Cromwell 
 

19. Eva Grace van Put-Fernandez 
 

24. Catriona Ewing 
 

24. Carol de Groot - Crone 
 

24. Dieudonné Gwanmesia 
 

24. Jan Willem Hoek 
 

26. Frederick Purba 
 

27. Tjerk Vollema 
 

28. Lianne Buitendijk    

 
 
 
  MARCH 2018 
 

1.  Gifty Dziworshie 
 

1.  Licia Knoester 
 

2.  Adje Acquaah-Moes 
 

3.  Nyomi Cairo 
 

3.  Fayola Cairo 
 

3.  Wyatt Samuel Kamara 
 

4.  Quinten Lambertino Massicott 
 

6.  Kwesi Akomeah 
 

6.  Meijing Li 
 

7.  Lilianna Wagenaar 
 

8.  Emma de Zanger 
 

9.  Dorothy Kingsale 
 

10. Aletia Baiye 
 

11. Annemarie Fleming 
 

12.Faith Abunam 
 

12. Colette Mesunge Mbwoge 
 

13. Maxine Fleming 
 

19. Jim Taylor 
 

23. Helen Tessema 
 

24. Daniel de Jong 
 

24. Kwena Koka 
 

26. Wilma Paton 
 

29. Martin Asare-Awuku 
 

29. Molly Foster-van Meeuwen 
 

30. Anna Johanna  Kornelia Hoek 
 

Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

Herald Deadline
Items for the  Easter/March April Issue of  the Herald should be given to 
Bob Hensen or sent to the church office by 15-03-2018. 
We hope the next Herald will be available from  25-03-2018 
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Minister: 
Derek Lawson,  
Schiedamsevest 121,  
Tel.: 010 4125709 

E:Lawson@churchofscotland.org.
uk 

 

Church Office:  
Schiedamsesingel 6,  
tel. O10-4124779 ,  
E:info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator: 
Molly Foster,  
tel: 06 25538320,  
E:info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Organists: 
Jan Hendrik van der Kamp, 
E:J.kamp15@chello.nl 
 

Netty Dijkstra 
 
Amund Roe 
 
Choir: Anneke Pot 
 
Joyful Singers:  
Esther Abang,  
tel. 06 2462 0438, 
E:esabang201@yahoo.com 

 

Welcome Team:  
Steve and Pam Russell,  
Tel: 010 5914959,  
E:srussell@caiway.nl 
 

Youth group: Saskia Dorsman 
 

Sunday School: Olaf de Zanger 
 

Creche: Maaike van der Eerden, 
Tel:06 2733 0389 

 

Secretary to the Consistory:  
Bob Hensen, 
E:atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

 

Convenor of the Council:  
Ruud Witte,  
Tel:06 22411465,  
E:ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Officer:  
Annemarie Fleming,  
Tel:06 4100 5611,  
E:broll-111@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer and offering 
envelopes:  
Jim Taylor,  
Tel:071 3625835 

 

Property Convener: VACANT 

 

Financial team: Fred Booman 
 

Publicity Team & Herald:  
 

Bob Hensen:(editor) 
06 016808505  
E:atobobhensen@hotmail.com  
 

Carol de Groot:  
E:carolkaedegroot@gmail.com 

 

Ranee Damanik: 
ran33d@gmail,com 

 

George Ross:  
E:georgeross@home.nl 
 

Bookstall: 
George and Wil Ross, 
Tel: 01650 556811, 
E:georgeross@home.nl 
 

Church Administrator: 
Church Office Team,   
E:info@ scotsintchurch.com 

 

Church beamer:  
André van der Velden,  
Tel: 0180-756449,  
E:aavandervelden@casema.nl 
 

Childrens’s Message: 
Rev. Irene Bom,  
E:ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

 

 

WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 


