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Letter  
from  
the  
Minister 

Dear Friends, 
 
I’m afraid Presbytery matters have taken me away from Rotter-
dam rather more than I’d have liked in recent weeks.  Just after 
the middle of September I visited the Kirk Session at Costa del 
Sol and have since been appointed their Interim Moderator.  
Then in early October there was the half-yearly meeting of 
Presbytery held in Malta; and then a couple of weeks later I led 
a Local Church Review Team, which also included Irene Bom 
and Ruud Witte, to the Scots Kirk Lausanne. (see picture below) 
Most recently my most exotic trip, along with Rev Aaron Ste-
vens from Budapest,(see picture)  was to the two Kirk Sessions 
and Congregational meetings in Trinidad, as the congregations 
there consider their future place in the Church of Scotland.  
Hopefully, once I’m back on 20th November, there will be no fur-
ther calls from Presbytery that require my being away from Rot-
terdam – at least not until the March 2018 meeting of Presby-
tery in Lisbon, at which, all being well, I’ll 
be installed as the Moderator of Presbytery 
for the following year – a happy coinci-
dence in the year that the Scots Interna-
tional Church Rotterdam celebrates its 
375th anniversary! 
 
Enough about me, though - except to say 
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that I’m looking forward to my second 
Advent and Christmas seasons as 
your minister here in the SICR.  This 
always seems to me an especially sig-
nificant time in the Christian calendar 
– after all, God has only once become 
incarnate and lived among us.  And so 
we should take time to prepare our-
selves for that unique event and also 
to anticipate the promised coming 
again of Jesus. There’s a tendency to 
think of Christmas as a time for chil-
dren – though perhaps slightly less so 
in the Netherlands with its tradition of 

Sinterklaas and the giving of gifts in early December.  It is, 
however, a time for us all to celebrate – after all, if Jesus 
had not been born 2000 years ago there would be no Chris-
tian faith and no Christian church for us to be part of.  So 
let’s make time to prepare ourselves for and to celebrate the 
extra-ordinary event that is Christmas. 
 
This year the 1st Sunday in Advent is as late in the year as it 
ever is – on 3rd December – with the 4th Sunday falling on 
Christmas Eve.  Our programme of services will therefore be 
a little different as you’ll see on the following pages.  Hope-
fully, as many of you as possible will share in worship over 
this special time as we celebrate God’s coming among us in 
Jesus Christ, as well as the promise of his coming again.  
Our celebrations will continue through to Sunday 7th Janu-
ary, when, not only will we mark Epiphany (the coming of 
the Magi), but we shall also share a soup and Christmas 
pudding lunch after the service – a fitting end to our Christ-
mas celebrations! 
 
In the midst of all our celebrations, though, let us not forget 
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those in the world who have little to celebrate: those displaced 
from their homes by violence; those whose homes have been 
destroyed by forces of nature; those for whom life itself is a 
hand-to-mouth existence; and those whose physical or mental 
health inhibits their ability to enjoy life fully.  Let us all keep 
these, our brothers and sisters, in our prayers: that the world 
might become a more just place where all can experience the 
love, joy, peace and hope that came into the world in Jesus 
and that he continues to offer to all people today. 
 
Something of this is captured in the following prayer by Neil 
Paynter from Advent Readings from Iona : 
 

We praise you, O God: 
in Christ you came to turn the world upside down, 
to bring down the powerful and to lift up the lowly; 

in Christ you came to turn the tables, 
to fling away vain idols and to scatter the proud; 

in Christ you came to stir up a revolution of love – 
to feed the hungry, to clothe the poor, 

to give sight to the blind, to set the captives free; 
in Christ you came to proclaim your kingdom here on earth – 

to turn the world downside up. 
We praise you! 

Amen. 
 

May I conclude by wishing you all, on behalf of both Moira and 
myself, a truly blessed Christmas and health and happiness in 
2018 – as well as the ever-increasing joy as you continue on 
your journey of faith. 

Derek 
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Advent and Christmas Services 
 

 
 
Sunday December 3 10h30         1st Sunday in Advent 
including the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 
Sunday December 10 10h30     2nd Sunday in Advent    
Stir-up Sunday 
 
Sunday December 17 10h30  3rd Sunday in Advent 
including the Sunday School Nativity Play 

 
19h30         Service of Lessons and Carols 
 
Sunday December 24 10h30  4th Sunday in Advent –
a celebration of Christmas Eve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday December 25 10h30         Family Worship for 
Christmas Day.       
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Sunday January 7  10h30         Worship for Epiphany –
including the Sacrament of Holy Communion and 
 
Sunday December 31 10h30    Worship for the 1st Sun-
day after Christmas,followed by Soup & Christmas Pudding 
Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sundays after Epiphany 
Sunday January 14 10h30  Worship for the 2nd Sun-
day after Epiphany 
 
Sunday January 21 10h30  Worship for the 3rd Sun-
day after Epiphany           Rev Irene Bom 
 
Sunday January 28 10h30  Worship for the 4th Sun-
day after Epiphany 
 
Sunday February 4 10h30  Sacrament of Holy Com-
munion 
 
International Peace Service 2017 
 
On Sunday 12 November we again hosted 
the annual International Service for Peace – 
a service that the Scots Kirk has organised 
for the last 92 years – except for a few during 
and immediately after the Second World War.  
Sadly, the need for such a service is every bit 
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as great today as it was back in the 
1920s.  This year ministers from 
some 8 congregations in Rotterdam 
took part in leading the worship, with 
a further 3 at least attending  The 
guest speaker was Caecilia van 
Peski (see picture), a Board member of 
PAX/Interchurch Peace Council.  In 
total some 37 congregations were 
invited to attend but, inevitably, some 

were unable to do so and, unusually, we had no choirs join 
us this year.  Whilst English was more predominant than 
usual in the service, we did have prayers led in French and 
Finnish, and a reading in Dutch.  There was, I would have 
to say, a somewhat 
disappointing con-
gregation – only 
around 40, plus 
clergy. As I indicat-
ed last year, but 
was never able to 
get organised, I’m 
committed to the 
idea of widening 
the scope of the 
service to become not only International and Ecumenical 
but also Inter-Faith – as peace certainly is not the exclu-
sive concern of Christianity and we live in a hugely multi-
faith city.  I hope, therefore, to pursue this, along with Plat-
form L&R (Platform voor Levensbeschouwingen en Reli-
gies), in the coming months, so that next year my idea 
might become a reality. 

         Derek 
 

Soup & Christmas Pudding Lunch 
Sunday 7 January 2018 

This “traditional” (well, it will be the second one!) event will 
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take place after the service on the first Sunday of 2018 and 
I hope that it will be as well-supported as it was last year.  
The Christmas Puddings will, of course, be those that eve-
ryone had the opportunity to stir on “Stir-Up” Sunday (10th 
December).  Come along and enjoy! 

Derek 
The Consistory has agreed that we offer an opportunity to 

those who wish to have a per-
sonal time of prayer after wor-
ship on the second Sunday of 
each month.  There will there-
fore be people available at the 
front of the Church to assist or 
guide in prayer and we invite all 
who feel a need for prayer for 

themselves or for a friend or for some situation to make use 
of this opportunity. 

Derek and Irene 
CHRISTMAS 

(A poem by Sir John Betjeman) 
And is it true? And is it true, 

this most tremendous tale of all, 
seen in a stained-glass window’s hue, 

a baby in an ox’s stall? 
The maker of the stars and sea 
become a child on earth for me? 

 

And is it true?  For if it is, 
no loving fingers tying strings 
around those tissued fripperies, 

the sweet and silly Christmas things, 
bath salts and inexpensive scent, 
and hideous ties so kindly meant; 

 

no love that in a family dwells, 
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no carolling in frosty air, 
nor all the steeple-shaking bells, 

can with this single truth compare: 
that God was man in Palestine 

and lives today in bread and wine. 
 

 
The Scots Kirk in Rotterdam : 1643-2018 

 

Yes – next year we celebrate our 375th Anniversary! 
 

Yes, on 13th September 2018 we shall be celebrating the 375th 
anniversary of the founding of the Scots Kirk in Rotterdam!  Its 
first minister was the Rev Alexander Petrie, who had been min-
ister of Rhynd in Perthshire – only some two parishes distant 
from my own parish in Scotland. 
 

At first the congregation met in a warehouse in Wijnstraat, be-
fore moving to the ancient Chapel of St Sebastian in Lom-
bardstraat – a place of worship shared for some 4 years with 
the French Church.  By 1694 the congregation had grown to 
over 1,000 and, through an Elder who was a wethouder 
(councillor), the Magistrates of the city were persuaded to “pass 
an act for the building of a new, large and convenient Church 
from the foundation, on 
the south side of the 
street called Schie-
damse-Dijk, and, vul-
garly from the many 
Scots Inhabitants 
there, the Scots-Dijk.”  
And so on 20th October 
1697 the first service 
was held in the newly-
built Schotse Kerk on 
Vasteland. 
 

And we might still be 
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worshipping there today if it were not for the events of 14th 
May 1940 when Rotterdam, which had been resisting the Ger-
man invasion of the Netherlands, was subjected to a major 
aerial bombardment by the German Luftwaffe which almost 
totally destroyed the centre of the city – including the Scots 
Kirk. 
 

For a time after the War the congregation worshipped in the 
hall of the School for Social Studies in Graaf Florisstraat, but 
then the Gemeente in Rotterdam made the current Church site 
available and the building we now worship in was begun in 
1951 and dedicated by the Moderator of the General Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland on 2nd September 1952.  And 

here we have been for the last 65 
years. 
 

As 13th September will be a Thursday 
next year, our celebrations will take 
place on Sunday 16th September and 
with the Moderator of the General As-
sembly, Rev Susan Brown, taking part 
in the service.  We’ve only recently 
had this confirmed and so, in the next 
edition of The Herald, the Committee 
organising our celebrations will give 
an outline of what is planned.  Watch 
this space! 

Derek 
 

This is a part of the article from the book “SCOTS 
CHURCH ROTTERDAM” written by members of the 
church in commemoration of its 350th anniversary in 1993. 
 
Special donations 
The purpose of my writing is to explain to our present- and Fu-
ture congregation how some ‘things’ came into our church. As 
soon as l had promised to write this article, grave doubt arose 
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in me.Of course I remember how half a dozen "things" found their 
way into the Church, and it is easy enough to put this on paper, 
but what about the many other gifts l do not know of? Over the 
years our congregation gave money through the collections and 
special appeals: and some people even left legacies.So many 
gave and still give- of their talents and substance and remain 
"members" or “the congregation”.To keep it more general I will 
mention some articles in alphabetical Order 
 
Baptismal Bowl and Individual Communions Cups. 

 
During a stormy night when 
the Reverend and Mrs. lsh-
erwood (who served our 
church from 1981-1983) were 
on holiday, a thief found his 
way into the manse and the 
strongroom of theChurch. All 
the communion and baptismal 
silver disappeared. The cups 
had been donated to the Scots 
Church in I643 by the magis-
trates of Rotterdam and were 
engraved with the city's coat of 
arms. 
 
The Women's Guild later do-
nated a Baptismal Bowl and a 
set of Individual Communion 
Cups were donated by Rev. 
and Mrs.Isherwood. 
The new cups and the decant-
er came from a church in 
Broughty Ferry and a single 

cup from a church in the Borders of Scotland. 
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Bibles. 
As long as l can remember there were copies of the Author-
ised Version in the pews. A New English Bible in every pew 
was a donation from Mr. Jaap Mortier, a deacon in the time of 
Rev. James Morrison. Later when attendance was higher, 
more copies were bought by the church. 
The New English Bible on the lectern, used every Sunday, 
was given by our own Woman's Guild some years later and 
signed by  all the ladies. 
 
The Communion Table Cloth. 
This was embroidered by Miss Neeltje van Heyningen One 
can guess how many long hours she worked on it and with 
how much love for her church of which she was a member for 
more than 50 years. 
 
Pulpit fall 
A new Pulpit Fall was donated by Mrs. Marjory lsherwood, to 
the glory of God and in memory of her husband 
Rev.W.Maurice lsherwuod. She ordered it so that the sym-
bols are purely Biblical but also perfectly suiting for both the 
interests of Mr. lsherwood and the Church. The fall was dedi-
cated in October I992 in presence of Mrs. Isherwood. 
 
Book rest 
The book rest on the communion table, where the Bible is 
placed every Sunday, was donated by Mrs. Chrissie Sneddon 
in memory of James her husband. Owing to an accident that 
occurred in the‘.harbour he was in hospital for weeks, during 
which he was visited by many members of the church. Alt-
hough he was getting better slowly, he suddenly died of a 
stroke. Chrissie, now in Scotland,still donates the Sunday 
flowers once a. year in May. 
 
The Wall Lights all around the Church  
Mrs. Laura Smith, although not a member of our Church 
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loved its warm welcome when she came over from Edin-
burgh to visit her son’s family. She really felt at home here. 
When she died some six years ago, the family thought the 
best they could do was to donate these lights which give 
the Church an even warmer atmosphere. 
 
The Stained Glass Windows.  
These were donated in I972 by the former Pupil‘s Associa-
tion of Glasgow High School to celebrate that two previous 
ministers in this Church had been former pupils. 
 
What I have mentioned are the "things" we see or use reg-
ularly. 
Of course more has been donated; this list is not complete. 
lt only proves that all we have now was once donated with 
faith, hope and love. May that he an inspiration to the pre-
sent congregation and the generations to come. 
 
Rev. J.Pot. 
 
From the conistory and council 
 
Summary of council meeting minutes of 3 October and 7 
November 2017: 
The installation of solar panels has been completed and 
they are generating electricity. The council congratulates 
the energy team with this achievement and looks forward 
to seeing statistics of the performance of the panels in 
more sunny periods. 
A small team has started preparations for next year’s anni-
versary of 375 years Scots Church in Rotterdam. Sunday 
September 16 is the tentative date for a special celebration 
service. 
Progress on the implementation of the unitary constitution 
has been slow. It is the intention to merge council and con-
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sistory into a single governing body. The required changes in 
the constitution need approval from the Church of Scotland and 
from Protestantse Kerk in Nederland. The outlook is positive, 
but no official approval has been obtained. 
 
The SICR facebook page has been filled with content by Bob 
and this content receives a fair amount of attention. More could 
be done if volunteers step forward to supply content. 
 
The Consistory met on 24th October and was informed about 
the slow progress of the recognition of the Draft Unitary Consti-
tution by the Church of Scotland and the PKN. The Consistory 
considered the Pastoral Cases and the various activities like Al-
pha Course and Bible Study and Christmas. 
 
Frans van der Meer and Bob Hensen. 
 
Limiting our carbon footprint 
 
Good news. 
It is pleasing that we now use porcelain coffee and soup cups 
instead of plastic ones and Stanley is regularly taking away the 

used paper and cardboard.  Mamre 
and the foodbank are separating rub-
bish and as you can all see our church 
roof now has 48 solar panels which 
are reducing our use of energy. (see 
attachment). 
We are hoping to produce 14,000kWh 
each year approximating to a yearly 

saving of €2500 as well as the environmental benefits.   
 
As extra support to these initiatives we shared a very enjoyable 
evening in October by a representative of    Suez/Sita who gave 
an interesting briefing about his company's work of plastic waste 
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Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

Herald Deadline
Items for the  Winter (February/March) Issue of  the Herald should be 
given to Bob Hensen or sent to the church office by Wednesday  24-01-
2018. 
We hope the next Herald will be available from  4-2-2018 

 DECEMBER 2017 
  
03 Rebecca Taylor 
10 Lakeisha Chukwu 
13 Floris Balatica 
13 Jan van Put 
15 Roselyn Chukwu 
17 James Essel 
17 Menen Tessema-Betre 
19 Richmond Mensah 
23 Doreen Asare-Awuku - Dankwa 
24 Pam Russell-Knott 
25 Christa Jacobs 
26 Sophie Tataw Bessem-Tataw 
26 Esther Abang 
27 Iesse Chukwu 
28 Brian Elvis Essel 
28 Robin Polley 
29 Stanley Chege Murithi 
  

 JANUARY  2018 
   
01 Helena Brhel/Brhelova 
01 Jana Brhel/Brhelova 
02 Stefan Stifanos 
03 Cindel Fleming 
04 Prince Adarkwah 
06 Peace Acquaah 
10 Irene Bom 
10 Florence Foyab-Bergner 
12 Mildred Asare-Awuku 
13 Alina Balatica 
16 Christilito Cuvulay 
18 Lee Bouwman 
24 Ethan Kekesi 
26 Cor Vermeulen 
27 Maaike Koka  v.d. Eerdem 
  

separation for different councils in the Netherlands. For those 
who missed the evening you would probably enjoy watching this 
short “you tube” https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Xjot6NpySac   to see how plastic waste is sorted and used.. 
Following that, in November, a small group from our church 
were given a guided tour of a large waste distribution centre in 
Rotterdam. Pam Russell 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster: 
Derek Lawson, 
Schiedamsevest 121 
Tel: 010-4125709 
Email: 
DLawson@churchofscotland.org.
uk 
Church Office: 
Schiedamsesingel 6 
info@scotsintchurch.com  
tel: 010 412 4779 
 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 
Molly Foster 
tel: 06-2553 8320 
info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 
  

Organists 
Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 
J.kamp15@chello.nl 
Nettie Dijkstra 
Amund Roe 
 

Choir 
Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 
Esther Abang 
esabang2011@yahoo.com 
tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 
Steve and Pam Russell 
srussell@caiway.nl 
tel:010 5 91 49 59 

 

 

Youth group 
Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School 
Olaf de Zanger 

Creche 
Maaike van der Eerden 
06-2733 0389 

Secretary to the 
Consistory 
Bob Hensen  
atobobhensen@hotmail.c

Convenor of the 
Council 
Ruud Witte 
tel. 06-22411465 
ruudwitte@planet.nl 
 
Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Officer: 
Annemarie Fleming 
tel.: 06 4100 6511 
broll-111@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jim Taylor 
tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 
Jim Taylor 

Property 
Convener:  
Vacant 

 
Financial Team 
Fred Booman 

Social Team 
Mavis Fleming 
hartenbeer@hotmailcom 
06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 
Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Carol de Groot, 
carolkaedegroot@gmail.com 
 
Ranee Damanik, 
ran33d@gmail.com 

Bookstall   
George and Wil Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Administrator 
Church Office Team 
info@scotsintchurch.com 

 
Church Beamer 
André van der Velden 
aavandervelden@casema.nl 
tel: 0180 756449 
 
Children’s Message 
Rev. Irene Bom 
ibsalem@xs4all.nl 


