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Letter  
from  
the  
Minister 

Dear Friends, 
I don’t know where time has gone – it hardly seems (almost) a 
year since I preached as your Sole Nominee and was elected 
as your Minister.  But here I am, writing my 6

th
 letter for The 

Herald.  Let me say that Moira and I feel well settled as part of 
the community that is The Scots International Church, though I 
don’t feel I’ve achieved as much as I would have liked in certain 
aspects of congregational life.  This includes a Constitution for 
the congregation and consequent rearrangement of how we 
meet the needs of maintaining our properties, nurturing our 
members, organising our worship, pursuing God’s mission 
where we are, and all the other activities of an active congrega-
tion, as well as implementing a campaign for us to review our 
commitment to the work of the congregation (in the giving of 
time and talents, as much as money).  These remain works in 
progress – though I hope that progress will be apparent by the 
end of the summer, ready for the start of a new Church year. 
The next major challenge will be what we do to celebrate our 
375

th
 anniversary in September 2018.  This should be not only 

a time for celebration, but also a time to plan for the future.  Al-
ready a small group is in place to consider plans for this and I 
would hope that further details might be in the next edition of 
The Herald.  Meantime, though, if you have any ideas as to 
how we should celebrate this occasion please email me your 
thoughts. 
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Over the summer months, I’m planning a series of services 
looking at “The story we find ourselves in” – that is, God’s 
story.  These will run from 9

th
 July through to 27

th
 August 

(with the exception of 30
th
 July), and will be preceded on 25

th
 

June and 2
nd

 July with two services looking at “Christ and 
Consumerism” and “The Truth of the Bible” – preludes to the 
main series.  Remember, if you can’t manage to be present 
every Sunday, you can follow the series on the internet 
through the Church’s website (www.scotsintchurch.com). 
As we approach summer, I hope you will all find some time 
to relax and enjoy yourselves – whether you’re staying at 
home or going away – and that the weather will be kind to 
us all.  A bit of sunshine and warmth will, I’m sure, be good 
for all of us!  If you are away, why not go to worship wherev-
er you are?  It does us good to broaden our worship experi-
ences – ideally in a language we’re familiar with!  Wherever 
you are, though, you can worship God in the appreciation of 
his wonderful creation – something we can easily take for 
granted, but something for which we should always remem-
ber to give thanks to God. 
As I write this, I’m preparing to attend the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland in Edinburgh (from 20

th
 – 26

th
 

May), an occasion to be involved in the decision-making 
process of the Church as it seeks, with God’s guidance, to 
plan for the future, as well as an opportunity to catch up with 
fellow ministers from Scotland (as well as from the Interna-
tional Presbytery – one of whom will be Jimmy Brown, your 
Interim Moderator during the vacancy).  In the next edition of 
The Herald, I’ll set out any important decisions that will af-
fect our congregation. 
Whatever you do over the summer months, may I conclude 
with this blessing (taken from Creative Ideas for Evening 
Prayer): 

May God, the artist of creation, 
who paints nature in rainbow colours, 
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and humanity in rich diversity, 
keep us in safety and bless us.  Amen. 

Have a wonderful summer!         Derek 

 

 

“The Story We Find Ourselves In” 

A series of services about God’s story. 
 

Over July and August our summer services will take us 
through “The story we find ourselves in”: that is, of course, 
God’s story.  This will be in 7 parts – details below - and will be 
preceded by two services which will be a prelude to the series.  
The inspiration for this series comes from the title of a book by 
Brian McLaren, an American theologian now seen as a leading 
figure in the emerging church movement - a post-Protestant, 
post-denominational movement within the Christian Church.  
His book was published back in 2003, and is the middle book 
in a trilogy, A New Kind of Christian, which very much laid the 
foundations for the emerging church movement. 
 

The prelude services will be on:  
25

th
 June on “Christ or Consumerism” – looking at the choice 

confronting society today; and 

2
nd

 July on “The Truth of the Bible” – an important foundation 
for what will follow as we look at “The story we find ourselves 
in”- the Biblical story. 
 

On 9
th
 July, we’ll start the series proper and this will look at a 

different part of God’s story each week as set out below: 
9
th
 July  -  Creation 

16
th
 July  -  Crisis 

23
rd

 July  -  Calling 

     6
th
 August  -  Conversations 

13
th
 August  -  Christ 



Page 5 THE HERALD 

20
th
 August  -  Church 

27
th
 August  -  Consummation 

(Note there will be a gap on 30
th
 July when I’m off on holi-

day.) 
 

Clearly it will be impossible in such a short space of time 
to look at the story in great detail but it will be possible to 
reflect on its main themes, so that we might better under-
stand “the story we find ourselves in” and may, more 
readily, make it our story.  I fully expect, though, that peo-
ple may have questions to raise as a result of these ser-
vices and I’m happy to be asked these (as I’ll be remind-
ing people week by week).  Indeed the questions that are 
raised (or at least some of them) may then help form top-
ics to be examined in Bible Study groups over the au-
tumn. 

Derek 

“What should we be doing in the SICR?” 

This was the question I posed during our service on Sun-
day 30

th
 April and invited responses to be put in a Sug-

gestion Box which was available in the front vestibule that 
Sunday and the two following Sundays. 
I would, firstly, thank those of you who did respond – be 
assured I will be considering all that you’ve said.  But I’d 
still be keen to get more responses – after all, everyone 
reading this is a part of the family that is the SICR and 
your thoughts and opinions matter. 
I’d therefore outline the areas of our congregational life I 
highlighted (though if you think there’s something else we 
should be doing please tell me): 
Worship  -  What worship opportunities are we miss  

    ing? 

Nurture  -  What demand is there for a course for those  
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   wanting to know more about the Christian faith?  Or 
   indeed for a refresher course for those who have  
   already professed faith? 

Mission  -  What should we be doing about going and ma  

    king disciples?  But also what should we be do 

    ing to minister to others? 

Socially  - How can we create cross-cultural relationships  
    within our church family?  And how do we best  
    care for everyone in our family? 

All suggestions are welcome.  Please send them to me at: 
DLawson@churchofscotland.org.uk  

 

 

What’s On over the Summer 
June 

 

4
th
  Pentecost   10.30 Sacrament of Holy Communion 

11
th
  Trinity Sunday  9.15 Bible Study – Part 2 of “What on  

        earth is God like?” 
        10.30 Worship for Trinity Sunday 

18
th
 Fathers’ Day         9.15 Prayer Gathering 

        10.30 Worship 

25
th
       9.15 Bible Study – Part 3 of “What on  

        earth is God like?” 
        10.30 Worship – Sermon theme : “Christ 
        or Consumerism” 
 

July 
2
nd

        10.30 Sacrament of Holy Communion  
        Sermon theme :“The Truth of the Bible” 

9
th
        10.30 Worship. 

        The story we find ourselves in Creation. 
16

th
       10.30 Worship. 

        The story we find ourselves in Crisis. 
23

rd
        10.30 Worship  

        The story we find ourselves in Calling” 
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30
th
       10.30 Worship –  Guest Preacher : Rev  

       Eric Foggitt 
August 

6
th
       10.30 Sacrament of Holy Communion  

       The story we find ourselves in Conversa 

       tions 

13
th
      10.30 Worship  

       The story we find ourselves in Christ 
20

th
      10.30 Worship 

       The story we find ourselves in” – “Church” 
27

th
      10.30 Worship –  

       The story we find ourselves in consumma
       tion 

 

 

Flower Arranging Classes 

Having been asked by one or two people if I’d give some 
basic lessons in flower arranging, I’d like to establish how 
many people might be interested.  If, therefore, you would 
be interested or would like more information, please get in 
touch with me as soon as possible by email (to moi-
ra.lawson@sfr.fr), indicating when would be your preferred 
day and time for classes. 

Moira Lawson 

From the Consistory 

 

The Consistory met on 18th April and first of all gave 
thanks to God for a wonderful blessed Easter Service with 
a host of visitors. 
 

Following this those present considered the current 
‘pastoral cases’ that is members that were or had been 
sick for a long time, including those that were homebound 
and hence not able to come to church. Details were added 
by Minister and Elders under confidential cover. Most of 
those concerned were on the SICR Prayer Requests list. 
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The need to correct the Congregational Roll was again 
stressed, though this kept being an uphill struggle as some 
members moved or temporarily ’drifted’, attending another 
church, without notice. 
 

The Minister introduced the draft unitary Constitution for the 
SICR, which was to be considered at the next meeting and 
eventually in a General Meeting of the congregation. 
 

When so asked the SICR programme for the Kerkennacht 
on Friday 23rd June to be ‘Guided Tours, Scots and African 
Dancing as well as Sale of Scots (and other) delicacies’. 
The Kerkennacht, during which participating churches stay 
open a whole night of evening, takes place every other 
year. 
 

The Consistory also revised the list of monthly Mission Of-
fering to include the ‘Nazareth Trust’ and ‘Akwaya Health 
Care’. 
 

Finally the Consistory decided that a small committee 
should be put afoot to start preparing for the SICR 375th 
anniversary in September 2018. 
 

The meeting ended with prayer and the benediction said by 
all. The next meeting is set for Tuesday 6th June. 

Ato Bob 

 

From the Council 
 

Summary of council meeting minutes of 2 May 2017: 
◊  The energy team is beginning negotiations with sup-

pliers for the solar panels. The number of panels that 
will be needed now that electricity consumption is 
down with the newly installed LED lights is to be con-
firmed. 
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◊  Guidelines are being drawn up for a property team over-
seeing everything related to our building. When the guide-
lines are in place, the search for team members and a 
convener of this team will be picked up. 

◊  The minister is looking into bringing the baptismal register 
up to date. It dates back from the 17th century but infor-
mation from recent years is not complete. 

◊  The social team has been busy in accommodating the 
International Presbytery meeting last March. Very positive 
feedback has been received from many of the visitors 
from abroad on their reception in Rotterdam. 

◊  In an extra council meeting on Sunday April 9, a proposal 
by the board of Stichting Mamre to extend the activities of 
Mamre to serve as a distribution point for the Voedsel-
bank on Tuesdays has been approved by the council. 

 

Frans van der Meer 
 

Who is who in the consistory 

 

Ruud Witte is very happily single and lives in Gouda, 
which he affectionately calls his hometown. He was born in 
Rotterdam South where his father was a verger in a church 
near to Feyenoord Stadium. The family moved to Gouda when 
he was three years old, and attended the Reformed Church of 
the Netherlands. 
After high school, he got a job in 1975 as a journalist, writing on 
finance, economics, and socio-economic issues for two weekly 
publications for the food, drink, and tobacco industry. 
In 1978, he moved to the ‘city desk Gouda/court’ of the regional 
daily newspaper, ‘Rijn en Gouwe,’ and since 2005, he has 
since worked for the Algemeen Dagblad. He specialised in writ-
ing for both print and online in traffic (transport road, water) for 
the ‘Groene Hart’ area (the area between Amsterdam Utrecht, 
Rotterdam, and The Hague).and was the senior reporter on this 
subject area  
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Ruud knew the Church of Scot-
land through his yearly holidays 
to Scotland, first the MacIntosh 
Memorial church in Fort William 
in 1982. He found it was very 
positively different from his own 
church in Gouda and continued 
to visit this Scots church every 
time he was in the area, as well 
as others from Edinburgh to 
Kirkwall (Orkney) and from 
Portree (Isle of Skye) to Bealy. 
When his old church in Gouda 
closed in 2005 under “not the 
best circumstances”, he faced 
the decision of following the 
people from his old church or 

finding a new church. At that time, he was reading ‘The Tartan 
Pimpernel’, by Donald Caskie, set in the Second Word War in 
France. The book talked of a problem in the Presbyterian 
Church in the Paris church and the members decided to go to 
a meeting at the Scots Kirk in Rotterdam, which came as a big 
surprise to him. He investigated and to his delight, found that 
there was, indeed, a Scots Kirk in Rotterdam, which we now 
know as the Scots International Church Rotterdam. He found it 
offered the same experience he had treasured in the churches 
he visited in Scotland and was thrilled to become a member in 
August 2006. 
His work is very demanding but he has found the time to enjoy 
serving as the secretary of the newspaper section of the Dutch 
Union of Journalists, the NVJ(, Nederlandse Vereniging van 
Journalisten) for almost twenty years, and in the 1980’s he 
was a board member of the Randstad Jazz Festival in his 
hometown for ten years. 
A popular and well-known figure in the Scots International 
Church Rotterdam, Ruud has served as elder for the north 
east/west part, say north of Rotterdam, from Nootdorp/
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Pijnacker in the west to Gouda in the east since 2009 and is 
proud to be the Presbytery Elder and the Convenor of the coun-
cil. He also sings in the choir.  
 

 

Get involved in Summer Club! 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help run games and activi-
ties with the children during the Summer months. If you are 
available to sign up for any Sunday between 2nd July and 
29th August, or have some ideas you want to discuss, con-
tact Rebecca Taylor on joyrebs@gmail.com or 0627012456. 
 

Many thanks, 
Rebecca Taylor 
 

Who is in our church when we are not? 

 

Have you ever wondered how our church building is used apart 
from our regular Sunday morning service? Well it certainly does 
not stay empty throughout the week. 
 

On Sunday’s Hope International Baptist Church comes in around 
1 pm. Then at 4 pm the Narcotics Anonymous Group 
holds its weekly meeting in the Lower Hall. They are fol-
lowed around 5 pm by the (Congolese) Hoeksteen or La 
Pièrre Angulaire Church, which fill more than the Sanctu-
ary with their music and loud praying. 
Monday is usually a quiet day for our church, though 
we have a request by a group of women for Chinese les-
sons in the Lower Hall. 

Tuesday’s in the morning Ato Bob will be in the SICR Office in 
the Muller House at the back of the church. Then around noon 
our church becomes a distribution point for clients of the Food-
bank handled by Mamre.  In the evening the Hoeksteen Church 
holds it Bible Study & Prayer session. 
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Wednesday Mamre volunteers arrive early to prepare the 
weekly warm meal for the lost and uprooted in our city.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SICR Women’s Bible Study holds every other week mid-

morning in the Crèche. Deacon Molly Foster is in the SICR 
Office in the afternoon, while the SICR Bible Study led by 
Graham Jardine takes place in the evening. 
Thursday morning Ato Bob will be in the SICR Office 
again, while a young Dutch bagpiper practices his tunes on 
the stage in the Lower hall. 
The English language Alcohol Anonymous holds its meeting 
in the evening, while occasionally Radar organizes a social 
afternoon and meal for older and lonely members of the com-
munity around our church. 
Friday afternoon Molly Foster is in the SICR Office, while 
Sonrise practices on the last Friday of the month. There is 
occasional rental of the Lower Hall in the afternoon and even-
ing.  
Saturday’s there may be occasional rental of the Lower Hall 
and Sanctuary for a wedding or celebration of the sort. 

MAMRE-volunteers preparing a meal 
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That completes a sometimes busy 
the week for the SICR and last but 
not least for our dutiful caretaker 
Stanley Murithi. 

By Ato Bob 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church of Scotland is holding its annual General 
Assembly from 20-26 May 2017 at the General Assem-
bly Hall on the Mound in Edinburgh.  

 

The Assembly Hall, 
Edinburgh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year HM The 
Queen appoints a 
Lord High Commissi-
oner as her represen-
tative to the General 
Assembly, unless she 
attends in person. 
This year, Her Majes-
ty has appointed 
HRH The Princess 
Royal, who previ-
ously performed the 
role in 1996.  
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St Giles Cathedral where on Sundaymorning the special Assembly Ser-
vice was held. 

Sunday afternoon:  Heart and Soul Festival in the Ross Band Stand, Prin-
ces Street Gardens, Edinburgh 

Left: The General Assembly stood for a minute silence in memory of the 
victims of the Manchester terrorist attack. 
Right: Our delegates at the Assembly: Rev. Derek Lawson and Ruud Witte. 
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Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

JUNE 2017 

 

1 Ato Cromwell 
2 Laurencia Wenfua 

3 Alan Aldus 

3 Hunter Smith 

4 Sadner Bilo 

4 Ymke Ewoma Evovo 

5 Christina Massicott-White 

5 Lina Sebastian 

6 André van der Velden,  
7 Alexia Enow Abey 

8 Anneke Pot 
12 Joanne de Zanger 
14 Violet Chiduma Chukwu 

15 Juravie Anca 

15 Kelechi Koka 

23 Ruth Vissia 

23 Precious Juliet Tiujudy Okoro 

26 Rignalda Fleming 

26 Nnamdi Luther Juochim Ko 

 ka 

29 Isaac Dierx 

29 Michael  Paton 

30 Peter Aghasomba  
 

JULY 2017  

 

6 Samuel Osei 
6 Imelda Regina Sumayku    
12 Charles Ashu 

18 Chinedum Koka 

18 Maureen Vollema 

19 Olivia Adu-Poku 

20 Hendrick Etienne 

20 Andrew Sondengam 

20 Kei Otsuki 
23 Stacey Bouwman 

23 Efraim Cuvulay 

26 Elmos Abunam 

30 Tjakko Bouwman 

30 Myron Etienne 

30 Evelyn Koomson 

30 Isabel  Smart  

Herald Deadline
 

Items for the  Summer (August) Issue of  the Herald should be given to Bob Hen-
sen or sent to the church office by Wednesday  19-07-2017 

The next Herald will be available from 29-07-2017 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster: 

Derek Lawson, 

Schiedamsevest 121 

Tel: 010-4125709 

Email: 
DLawson@churchofscotland.org.
uk 

Church Office: 

Schiedamsesingel 6 

info@scotsintchurch.com  

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

tel: 06-2553 8320 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@caiway.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

 

 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

Secretary to the 
Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.c

Convenor of the 
Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Officer: 

Annemarie Fleming 

tel.: 06 4100 6511 

broll-111@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

Property 

Convener:  

Vacant 

 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 

Carol de Groot, 

carolkaedegroot@gmail.com 

 

Ranee Damanik, 

ran33d@gmail.com 

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 

Church Administrator 

Church Office Team 

info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 


