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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster: 

Derek Lawson, 

Schiedamsevest 121 

Tel: 010-4125709 

Email: 
DLawson@churchofscotland.org.
uk 

Church Office: 

Schiedamsesingel 6 

info@scotsintchurch.com  

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

tel: 06-2553 8320 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@caiway.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

 

 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

Secretary to the 
Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.c

Convenor of the 
Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Officer: 

Annemarie Fleming 

tel.: 06 4100 6511 

broll-111@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

Property 

Convener: André van der 
Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.
nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 

Carol de Groot, 

carolkaedegroot@gmail.com 

 

Ranee Damanik, 

ran33d@gmail.com 

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Administrator 

Church Office Team 

info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 
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Letter  
from  
the  
Minister 

Friends, 
As I write this, I realise that I’m now entering my fifth month with 
you as your minister (and, by the time you’re reading this, it will 
be approaching my sixth month) and I have to say I find it hard to 
believe.  Certainly, it has been a very busy time and the coming 
seasons of Advent and Christmas will be no less so.  Throughout 
this time Moira and I have felt blessed by your friendship and we 
look forward to sharing Advent and Christmas with you. 
 
These are, of course, two important times of the year: for in Ad-
vent we prepare for and anticipate the coming of Jesus (as well as 
his coming again) and at Christmas we celebrate his incarnation, 
his coming to share in our human life.  Our worship will, I hope, 
reflect the importance of these seasons and it’s always my hope 
that it should include all the familiar seasonal hymns and carols at 
least once over the period.  So, if you want to be sure of singing 
your particular favourite, you’ll need to make an effort to attend 
every service! 
 
As you read this, we shall have already entered the season of Ad-
vent and will have stirred up our Christmas Puddings in Church on 
the 1st Sunday in Advent (27 Nov) and will share these at a Soup 
and Christmas Pudding Lunch for everyone in the congregation on 
Sunday 8 January immediately following the Service.  As we con-
tinue to journey through Advent we will continue our preparation 
for Christ’s coming and for his coming again – culminating in our 
Family Service on Sunday 18 December.  I have to confess that I 
find this an exciting time of year as we approach the unique and 
extra-ordinary event of God coming to earth in the birth of Jesus.  
But we need to beware the temptation to keep Jesus there and not 
to engage with his later life and teaching.  After all, it was these 

Page 19 THE HERALD 

Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

Birthdays. 
 
December 2016: 
 
03   Rebecca Taylor 
13   Floris Balatica 
17  James Essel 
17   Menen Tessema-Betre 
19   Richmond Mensah 
23  Doreen Asare-Awuku -  
  Dankwa 
24  Pam Russell-Knott 
25  Christa Jacobs 
26  Sophie Tataw Bessem  
  Tataw 
26  Esther Abang 
28  Brian Elvis Essel 
28  Robin Polley   
29 Stanley Chege Murithi 
 
 

 
 
January 2017: 
 
01  Helena Brhel/Brhelova 
01  Jana Brhel/Brhelova 
02  Stefan Stifanos 
03  Cindel Fleming 
04  Prince Adarkwah 
06  Peace Acquaah 
10  Irene Bom 
10  Florence Foyab-Bergner 
12  Mildred Asare-Awuku 
13  Alina Balatica 
15  Merlin Zawadi Gwanmesia 
16  Christilito Cuvulay 
18  Lee Bouwman  
24  Ethan Kekesi 
26  Alan Paton 
26  Cor Vermeulen 
27  Maaike Koka -Eerdem v.d. 
 
 

Herald Deadline
 
Items for the  January(Winter)Issue of  the Herald should be given to Bob Hensen 
or sent to the church office by Wednesday  25-01-2017 
The next Herald will be available from 4 February 2017. 



Page 18 THE HERALD 

Mrs. Isobel G. van Hulst nee Taylor 

 Isobel van Hulst, a long 
standing member of our 
church passed away and her 
funeral was on 10th October. 
Her younger brother Mr. Ge-
orge Taylor had come over 
from Scotland for the funeral.  

Isobel Taylor was born on a 
farm at Fordyce, near Banff 
in the North of Scotland. Af-
ter her secondary school she 
did her training to become a 
nurse but shortly after she 
changed and trained for the 
police force in Scotland. It 

was through a police exchange to the Netherlands that she 
met her love Gerry van Hulst, who was with the Dutch poli-
ce. They married in 1966 in Scotland and came to the Hague 
where she stayed for the rest of her life. However, she al-
ways kept in touch with her first police colleagues who spoke 
highly of her.  

From the Hague it was not far to the Scots Church in Rotter-
dam where they became active members. She also became 
a member of the Guild and for some time was the Guild's 
local president, in which time the 'Scots Church Cookery 
Book' came out with many of her recipes such as 'Auld 
man's milk' Scotland's answer to 'Advocaat'. They took part 
in Church activities and were well respected. Sadly Gerry 
past away in 2002, which was a great loss for her.  

Isobel had a most remarkable life but remained always her-
self, cheerful, helpful and modest. The last few years she 
could not come to church anymore but for a long time kept 
in touch by telephone and writing long letters. We remember 
her as a dear friend. 

 

Joost Pot  
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that led to his death on the cross and God’s subsequent 
vindication of his life and teaching in his resurrection 
and ascension. 
 
I dare say that I’ll be introducing some new hymns to 
you over Advent and Christmas but they’ll all be chosen 
for a reason and I certainly won’t overlook the tradition-
al hymns and carols.  Come the new year, I’m looking to 
introduce some evening Praise Services and over the 
season of Advent I’ll be asking you to complete your list 
of 10 favourite hymns so that these can form the foun-
dation of one of these services.  In addition I want to 
introduce occasional evening Services for Wholeness and 
Healing, about which I’ll write more in the next newslet-
ter. 
Also from January, there will be a new pattern for the 
monthly Prayer Meeting which will move from the even-
ing of the 3rd Friday of the month to 9 am (before the 
morning service) the 2nd Sunday of the month.  At the 
same time on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month I’ll 
be starting a Bible Study, to which all are invited.  Need-
less to say, I commend these to you and trust you will 
support them.  Fuller details will be given in the weekly 
Order of Service and the weekly email Bulletin. 
 
Let me finish by extending to you all on behalf of myself 
and Moira our very best wishes for a blessed Christmas 
and for health and happiness in 2017 – whatever it may 
have in store for us!           
 Derek 

 

 

Christmas is one of the most important times in the 
Church calendar – the time when we remember heaven 
coming to earth in the birth of the Christ-child in the 
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stable at Bethlehem.  Let’s, then, celebrate that unique event by 
coming to worship as often as we are able over the Christmas pe-
riod, so we can be part of the Church family at this important 
time. 
Here is a list of the worship opportunities over the Christmas peri-
od – though you’ll note that the times for two of the services have 
still to be confirmed: 
Sunday 18 December  10h30  Family Service 
         18h30  Christingle Service 
         (time to be confirmed) 
 
Saturday 24 December  19h00  Christmas Eve Service 
         (time to be confirmed) 
 
 

 

Sunday 25 December 10h30  The Church Family Cel   
            ebrates Christmas 
Sunday 1 January   10h30  A New Year Celebrat-   
            ion of the Sacrament of   
            Holy Communion 
Sunday 8 January   10h30  Worship for Epiphany –    
            folllowed by Soup &  

Christmas Pudding Lunch 
 

What, you may ask, is a Christingle Service? 
The best way to find out is to come along on the evening of 

18 December 
when all will be revealed! 

Derek 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 
3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Church Office email: info@scotsintchurch.com 
Website: scotsintchurch.com  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
ScotsInternationalChurchRotterdam/ 

 Bank accounts: 
ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 

F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

hunger. I went to South Sudan thinking I would show the 
Dinkas God’s love by teaching them about health and deve-
lopment. I came back to the Netherlands humbled by the 
Dinka’s will to live and their being able to enjoy life despite 
suffering and powerlessness. We were equal children of God 
struggling together to keep our eyes focussed on God’s love 
and light in all the darkness around us. Settling back in the 
Netherlands after this experience was quite a challenge for 
me. During the past years I almost lost my faith, but I can 
thankfully say that God has never lost sight of me. While 
searching for answers I came to SICR and felt a warm welco-
me for me as a guest. The welcome has continued and that’s 
why I now join SICR as a member.  

 

Once I heard an example of God being compared to a dia-
mond. Every culture on earth reflects a different side of this 
Diamond. So by learning to see through different cultural 
eyes, we see a bigger part of who God is. How wonderful to 
be in a church with so many cultures, where so many parts of 
the Diamond, our God, are being reflected. God bless us all 
on our journey of faith in sharing and learning from each 
other as members of God’s big family. 

 

Lianne Buitendijk 

Buitendijk.L@gmail.com 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ScotsInternationalChurchRotterdam/
https://www.facebook.com/ScotsInternationalChurchRotterdam/
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“Joy to the world”, a sweet voice sings. The bustle 
drowns it out. 

Most people appear unaware what Christmas is about. 

What does Christmas mean to you? Here’s what it 
means to me: 

Christ Jesus came into the world, from sin to set us 
free.  

Forget about the frantic rush as Christmas time draws 
near. 

Be kind and giving to your friends, right throughout the 
year. 

They’ll know how much you care by every little deed; 

Not so much at Christmas time, but at their time of 
need. 

                                                 Catherine L. Edwards. 

Introducing our new member, Lianne Buitendijk 

As a new member of SICR I’d like to introduce myself. My na-
me is Lianne Buitendijk. I live in a small apartment in Rotter-
dam Delfshaven together with my cat called Tijger. I am wor-

king as a nurse practitioner in a multicul-
tural nursing home in Rotterdam. I was 
born in a small village called Strijen in 
the Netherlands 35 years ago. I grew up 
in the PKN church. Since I was small I 
had wanted to go to Africa to help sick 
people. After four years of working as a 
nurse in Erasmus MC in Rotterdam I took 
the step to follow my long-lasting desire, 
and travelled to Africa. From 2007 till 
2012 I lived and worked as a nurse in a 
hiv/aids and natural medicine project in 
South Sudan. Soon I discovered that hiv/
aids was one of the smaller problems the 
South Sudanese faced. I have lived for 

almost 5 years in a very rural area amongst the Dinka tribe 
with their daily struggles of war, revenge killings, sicknesses 
like malaria and diarrhoea, mother and child mortality and 
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Songs of Praise – 15 January 
As mentioned in my letter, I’m to be intro-
ducing a series of regular evening Songs of 
Praise Services, the first of which will be on 
Sunday 15th January at 7.30pm.  As you 
might guess from the title, the main focus 
of these services will be on singing God’s 
praise, and for the first service that praise 
will be based on the hymns you have indi-
cated to be your favourites.  In subsequent 
services, I’ll look to include hymns that 
may be new to you, as well as hymns that 
come to us from various parts of the world 
– reflecting the multi-national face of our 
church family. 

If we have musicians in the congregation who’d be willing to 
get together to play for one or more of these services, I’d be 
delighted to hear from you, as this would increase the diver-
sity of our praise. 
I’d also be keen to get feedback on the hymns we sing and 
therefore after each of these services there will be tea and 
coffee and the chance to chat. 
See you on Sunday 18th January!              
Derek 
 

International Peace Service 2016 
On Sunday 13 November we again hosted the annual Inter-
national Service for Peace – an event begun 91 years ago 
and, unfortunately, every bit as relevant today as it was 
then. This year ministers from some 8 congregations in Rot-
terdam took part in leading the worship, along with a lay 

member of another and 
choirs from 2 others.  
At least one more min-
ister was in the congre-
gation and members of 
some of the other 23 
congregations invited 
to attend were also 
there.  Truly interna-
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tional and inter-denominational! As 
well as English, we also heard the 
French, Russian, Danish, Ethiopian 
and Dutch languages in the service 
– all united in the cause of peace. 
There was, I’m pleased to say, a 
good congregation – but there can 
never be too many!  I’m already 
thinking about the 2017 Service 
and am looking at the possibility of 
widening its scope to become not 
only International but also Inter-
Faith – as peace certainly is not 
the exclusive concern of Christiani-
ty and we live in a hugely multi-
faith city.  This may be a challenge 
but it’s one I feel we, as possibly 
the most international congrega-
tion in Rotterdam, should be at-
tempting to rise to.  Hopefully you 
agree! 

Derek 
 
 
 

From the Consistory and Envisioning Day 
 
The Consistory of the SICR, consisting of the Minister Rev. 
Derek Lawson Ordained Local Minister, Rev. Irene Bom and 
most Elders met on Tuesday evening 25th October. 
On the agenda were the usual and new topics, like Minutes of 
the previous meeting, Pastoral Care, SICR Handbook, Review 
of the Envisioning Day, Planning Worship, Property Convener 
and others. 
The Consistory is very much concerned with Pastoral Care, en-
suring that those sick or in distress will be contacted, called or 
visited by one of the Elders or the minister.  The Consistory 
members exchanged confidential information about Pastoral 
cases and will follow these up as much as possible. 
The Consistory regrets that it has not been able to put togeth-
er a Pastoral Team, but observed that the present exchange of 
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of the Italian Earthquake co-ordinated through St 
Andrew’s Church in Rome.  More information on 
these projects will be published on the Presby-
tery website together with a donate button to 
enable website visitors to contribute directly.   

 

As said, the next meeting is in Rotterdam. Prepa-
rations are under way. Members of the presby-
tery and from the Church of Scotland in Scot-
land, will arrive on the thursdaynight (9 March). 
First meetings are on Fridaymorning. They leave 
after the service on the following Sunday. Details 
will follow in the beginning of next year.  

 

 

Christmas, sent by Tine de Groot 

 

The attitude of many folks as Christmas time 
draws near 

Is one of panic and of rush, anxiety and fear. 

They’ve got so many cards to send and lots of 
gifts to buy 

They know not what to give to whom and prices 
are so high! 

They join the crowds in shopping malls, deciding 
what to choose 

But then of course, they have to pay and stand 
for hours in queues. 

Cards and gifts – but that’s not all. What about 
the eats? 

They must have fancy, festive meals and lots of 
cakes and sweets. 
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Changes in Presbytery 

At the meeting the Rev. Ewen MacLean 
(Gibraltar) was nominated to be the Moderator 
of the Presbytery next year.  He will be installed 
at the Presbytery meeting in March 2017 which 
will be held in our church by the retiring Mode-
rator, Mrs. Rhoda Grant (elder, Brussels). The 
new Communications and Publicity co-ordinator 

is Mr. Ruud Witte 
(elder, Rotterdam) 
who has taken over 
from the long serving 
Rev. Doug McRoberts 
(now retired and living 
in Inverness). 

Mission projects 

The two Mission projects for 2015 and 2016 ha-
ve been financially successful:  Word Made flesh 
in Romania raised a total of 5.900 euro and as 
of the beginning of October the 2016 project, 
Beyond Crisis (aiming to help refugees in Buda-

pest, Hungary, in as-
sociation with St. Co-
lumba’s Church) rai-
sed 4.200 euro.  For 
more information on 
these projects, see the 
tab Mission on the 
Presbytery website.  

In 2017 and 2018 there will be two Mission pro-
jects running concurrently for two years.   They 
are: Equestrian Club Hope in Algeria which pro-
vides therapy with animals to children with 
mental health problems and support to Victims 
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information, Elders alerting the minister as well as the 
weekly Prayer Update are a good alternative. 
 
The Envisioning Day took place on Saturday 22nd Octo-
ber on the initiative of the minister and gathered most 
current and e few former Elders, like Hunter Smith and 
Ruth Vissia.  
This well attended event allowed the Consistory more 
time than during an evening meeting to consider the 
present and future direction of the SICR. 
The main topics dealt with extensively were: Worship, 
Nurture, Mission, Pastoral care and Any Other Business. 
It gave the minister a platform to outline his plans for 
Bible Study, Prayer meetings and Evening services. You 
will find more about that in the minister’s letter else-
where in this Herald. 
The Envisioning day will have a half day follow-up early 
next year. 
 
Another important topic was whether the SICR should 
move to a Unitary Constitution like most of our Scots 
Churches in the International Presbytery and in Scotland 
have.  For us this would mean that we no longer have a 
Consistory, dealing with policy matters and a Council, 
dealing with financial and fabric or property matters, but 
just one Kirk Session or (broader) Consistory. 
This will, as you would understand, need more consider-
ation and a vote in a Congregational Meeting. 
The next Consistory meeting will be on Tuesday 6th De-
cember. 
 
Ato Bob, Consistory Clerk. 
 

 

From the council 
 
Summary of council meeting minutes from September 
20 and November 8, 2016. 
The energy project is running as a way to reduce the en-
ergy bill. The first step is to install LED lights to reduce 
the electricity usage. The next step will be to install solar 
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panels on the roof, depending on the amount of electricity still 
needed. At the same time, it is considered to switch from the 
current system where there are three separate electricity me-
ters, one for the manse, one for the main building and one for 
the Muller house, to one single meter, because that will re-
duce the fixed fee the church needs to pay for electricity. In 
the long term, these investments will give a significant reduc-
tion in energy cost. 
With the arrival of the new minister, the volunteers of the 
church office have seen the pressure on them being relieved. 
The church office is now open two mornings and two after-
noons every week, which is sufficient to get the necessary 
work done. 
The consistory and council are considering to adopt a unitary 
constitution, which would mean that the two governing bodies 
are merged into one. This will be a topic for discussion in the 
coming months. 
The facebook page of the church will be revived. Ranee 
Damanik will provide up to date pictures and content. There is 
need for additional volunteers from the congregation who can 
help in keeping the information up to date. 
The next meeting of the international presbytery, in March 
2017, will be hosted by our congregation in Rotterdam. The 
preparations for this event are ongoing. 
 
Frans van der Meer 

Bible Study. 
 

I’m planning to begin 
a series of Bible Stud-
ies at 9.00am on the 
3rd and 4th Sundays of 
each month – details 
will be given in the 
weekly Order of Ser-

vice and the weekly email Bulletin nearer the time.  The first 
meeting will be on Sunday 15 January 2017.  Hopefully, this 
time will prove convenient for people to come to – it only 
means being at Church 60-90 minutes early!  And at no addi-
tional cost for parking!! 

Derek 
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in Africa as well as among the African Diaspora in The 
Netherlands. Ato Bob is easy to spot at SICR in his 
distinctive outfits made from colourful African fabrics. 
In addition to his extensive work for the church, he 
also writes in The African Bulletin. As Consistory Clerk 
of SICR, he is responsible for organizing and record-
ing the Consistory meetings and advising the minister 
as required or necessary and attending meetings of 
the PKN and other related organizations. He also as-
sists in the church office and is responsible for writing 
the SICR Weekly Bulletin, keeping everyone informed 
about what is going on in and around the church. His 
Pastoral Area as Elder is ‘Outer North’ Hilligersberg, 
Schiebroek en Overschie. 
 
By Carol de Groot. 
 

International Presbytery 

The International 
Presbytery met in 
Lausanne, Switzer-
land from 7 – 9 Oc-
tober. The Interna-
tional Prsesbytery 
is formed by minis-
ters en elders from 
eighteen Scots 
churches, in four-
teen countries, in 
three conti-
nents.  From our 
church Rev. Derek 
Lawson, Rev. Irene 
Bom en elder Ruud 
Witte were present. 
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and was appointed Consistory Clerk 
in 2012. 
After completing his teacher training 
at the Teacher’s Training College in 
Zwolle in 1966, he joined the SNV 
Foundation of Netherlands Volun-
teers. After completing courses in 
English, Swahili, culture, first aid, 
tropical agriculture training at the 
Royal Tropical Institute in Amster-
dam, he was sent to Kibigori near 
Lake Victoria in Kenya with a group 
of eleven colleagues to work on the 
development of a Sugarcane Co-

operatives for farmers. 
From there he worked for SNV in Kumba in Came-
roon, West Africa, promoting Adult Education. It was 
here that he met and married Esther. From there it 
was back to East Africa to head and develop a Vol-
unteer Training Centre in Morogoro, Tanzania. From 
there it was back to Buea in Cameroon where he 
was the SNV Teamleader for a thirty volunteers in 
the West of the country. 
 Back in Holland in 1976, they settled in Rotterdam, 
and Bob became the coordinator of the AAR, the So-
cial Transport Service for handicapped and later 
joined the SNV head office, part of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, selecting and posting Netherlands 
volunteers. 
Back once again to Africa, Bob was appointed Re-
gional Director of the SNV for Southern Tanzania, 
based in Dar es Salaam and from there to Cotonou, 
Benin in West Africa, where he also became the 
Honorary Vice-Consul for The Netherlands. He then 
worked for a few years at the East Africa desk at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and was commissioned as 
a Diplomat, becoming the Second Secretary, first in 
Dar es Salaam, then at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and 
finally at Accra Ghana. 
Returning to Holland in 2005, they settled once 
again in Rotterdam where he advises various NGO's 
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Prayer Meetings 2017 
 

As mentioned in my let-
ter, our monthly Prayer 
Meetings are now to be 
held at 9.00am on the 
2nd Sunday of the month 
– beginning on 8 January 
2017.  Hopefully this will 
encourage a greater par-
ticipation in this im-

portant ministry in our congregation.  I look for-
ward therefore to seeing you there on 8 January!  

Derek 

Diary 

December 2016 

 

4 Sunday 10:30 Second Advent   Com-
munion Sunday: 
Isaiah 2 : 1-5 Romans 
13: 11-14 Matthew 24: 
36-44 Choir 

6 Tuesday 19:45 Consistory meeting 

11 Sunday 10:30 Third Advent Sunday: 
Isaiah 35: 1-10 James 
5: 7-10 

18 Sunday 10:30 Fourth Advent Sunday – 
Family Service Isaiah 7: 
10-17 Romans 1: 1-7 
Matthew 1: 18- 25 To 
be further specified in 
the SICR Weekly Bulle-
tin: 

 18 Sunday   Children’s Event 

 18 Sunday   Singing in the Cool 

 18 Sunday   Christmas Tea 

 18 Sunday   Christingle Service, 
Choir 
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20 Tuesday 19:45 Council meeting 

24 Saturday 19:30 Christmas Eve Service 
Isaiah 62: 6-12 Titus 3 : 4
-7 Luke 2: 1-7 8-20 

25 Sunday 10:30 Christmas Day Family Ser-
vice Isaiah 52: 7-10 He-
brews 1: 1-4  John 1: 1-14 

January 2016 

1 Sunday 10:30 Communion Sunday: 
Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13 
Revelation 21: 1-61 Mat-
thew 25: 31-46. Choir 

8 Sunday 09:00 Prayer Service 

8 Sunday 10:30 Worship & Epiphany Ser-
vice: Isaiah 60: 1-6 
Ephesians 3: 1-12 Mat-
thew 2: 1- 12 

15 Sunday 09:00 Bible Study 

15 Sunday 10:30 Worship Service: Isaiah 
49: 1-7 1 Corinthians 1: 
1-9 john 1: 29-42. Choir 

17 Tuesday 19:45 Consistory meeting 

22 Sunday 09:00 Bible Study 

22 Sunday 10:30 Worship Service: Isaiah 
9: 1-4  Corinthians 1: 10
-18 Matthew 4: 12-23 

Who is on the Consistory. 
 
Initiated by Derek, Carol de Groot was asked to write 
articles in the Herald to introduce the elders. 
 
In this Herald she starts with a brief description of 
the roles of the consistory and the council and with a 
brief description of the responsibilities of the elders 
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and deacons, followed by an article about the first 
“victim” Bob Hensen (or Ato Bob), our Consistory 
Clerck. 
 
Elders are chosen from the members of the 
church, usually elected to office during the Annual 
General Meeting. Elders are installed for a period 
of four years and can be re-installed twice to serve 
for a total of twelve years. The twelve Elders form 
the policy making body called the Consistory, 
meeting every six weeks, chaired by the minister. 
Elders are on duty by rotation to assist in worship 
or special church services. Each Elder is in charge 
of a ‘pastoral area’, a specified geographical area 
where SICR members live. Elders’ duties include 
assisting the minister in pastoral care, visiting 
members and representing the church as neces-
sary. 
Like the elders, deacons are chosen from the 
members of the church and usually elected during 
the Annual General Meeting. Deacons are installed 
for a period of four years and can be re-installed 
twice to serve for a total of twelve years. The 
twelve Deacons together with the Elders form the 
Council, meeting every six weeks, chaired by the 
Council Convener. The Council decides on financial 
and practical matters. Deacons are on duty by ro-
tation to assist in worship or special church ser-
vices in particular taking care of the collection and 
counting of cash.  
 
Bob Hensen (Ato Bob) 
Ato Bob was born in Meppel, Drenthe and grew up 
in a devoutly Christian family, the first of two 
brothers and a sister. The family regularly attend-
ed the then Gereformeerde Kerk. He and his wife, 
Esther Gwanmesia have a daughter, Barbara, and 
a son, Alfredo, as well as three grandchildren, 
Bengyella, Merlin, and Bilola. They first attended 
SICR in about 1988 and eventually became regular 
members in 2005. He became an elder in 2008 


