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Friends, 
 

It seems no time since I wrote my last letter for The Herald, and 
so I feel that I’m still settling in to life in the Scots International 
Church.  But we’re now at that point in the year where congrega-
tional activity picks up after the summer break, so I’ve already 
begun to plan services and other aspects of congregational life 
over the coming months (indeed as far ahead as Christmas!) 
 

However, for the moment, I’d want to concentrate on more im-
mediate matters and I’d therefore draw your attention to three 
separate articles I’ve included in this edition: one about Member-
ship; one about The Lord’s Prayer; and one about Children and 
Communion.  Please read these and, if you wish, respond to 
them.  While the first and last set out the position of the Church 
of Scotland, the second sets out my own views and my concern 
would be to establish what form of the Lord’s Prayer the majority 
of you, the congregation, feel most comfortable saying. 
 

The arrival of a new minister (particularly after a long ministry 
such as Robert’s) inevitably brings change, and I want to consid-
er with the Consistory what we do about the provision of Bible 
Study and of Prayer Meetings within the life of the congregation.  
I’d be anxious that we raise the profile of both these activities as 
they’re an integral and vitally important part of our congregational 

Letter  
from  
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life and not merely add-ons for the interested few.  They are, 
indeed, essential to any congregation’s health and well-being.  
It seems to me that the most practical arrangement would be 
to hold them before worship on a Sunday morning (at either 
9.00 or 9.15 am) – possibly with Bible Study on the 2nd and 
3rd Sundays of every month and the Prayer Meeting on the 
4th, leaving the 1st Sunday as our celebration of Holy Com-
munion (but also with the possibility of including an Enquirers’ 
Group before that service, if there is a demand for one).  I 
would emphasise that any such arrangement would not de-
tract from the Bible Study currently being taken by Graham 
Jardine – indeed I have been trying to attend Graham’s from 
time to time. 
 

Finally, regarding worship and nurture, I’d want to say a word 
about Evening Services, as I feel these offer a different di-
mension to worship experience.  My intention would be to in-
troduce a series of Evening Services, some of which would 
be Services of Praise, some Services for Wholeness and 
Healing, and some to celebrate special occasions in the 
Christian year. 
 

Let me, once again, conclude this letter with a blessing: one 
which seems to me appropriate with all that I’ve written 
above. 
 

“God of beginnings and endings, 
take the past with its memories, 
take the present with its activities, 
take the future with its uncertainties, 
and make of all three one whole; 
that our lives may be in harmony 

with your Spirit of peace.”         

 

Derek 
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From the Consistory 
 

The Consistory (Rev. Derek Lawson, Rev. Irene Bom & 
Elders as available), met on 6th September in the Lower 
Hall of our church. On the agenda were the regular main 
topics, as Pastoral Matters (and care) as well as Worship 
& Planning Matters. 
However the minister first introduced “Envisioning day 
for Elders & minister”. This would be a Saturday (most 
likely) on which minister & Elders would brainstorm, ex-
change and discuss ideas concerning the future and 
‘running’ of our church. The date & time was settled on 
22.10.16 from 10:00 - 16:00 hrs. 
Though forming a Pastoral Team is still ‘work-in-

progress’, several visits to sick and homebound members 
were planned. Elders were encouraged to give updates 
on church members (and adherents) in their pastoral ar-
eas. 
The Consistory Clerk introduced an update of the SICR 
Handbook for duties of Elders, Deacons and Door Duty. 
All Elders & Deacons were encouraged to put these new 
guidelines into practice and report on this experience. A 
significant point is for all on duty to arrive before 10:15 
and make contact with others on duty. 
The divergent views of members of the Consistory on the 
Policy of Children at Communion were briefly discussed. 
The minister said that he had written an article on this, 
which would appear in the September Herald. 
The Consistory also agreed on: 16th October Student 
and Young Professionals Welcome Service and 23rd Oc-
tober Harvest Celebration Service. 
 

By Ato Bob 
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Children and Communion 
 
As I understand there may be some confusion about 
children participating in Communion here in the Scots 
International Church, I have prepared this note to set 
out the Church of Scotland’s position about children 
and Communion. 

The starting point is the Church’s practice 
of Infant Baptism, which is seen as an ex-
pression of the fact that the Church is a 
community that spans all ages and gener-
ations and that children are very much a 
part of that community.  It is therefore 
just one example of how people, young 

and old, belong before they believe.  We might there-
fore say that Baptism is the sacrament of initiation, 
of entrance into the family that is the Church – as 
well as being a sign of God’s blessing on the child, its 
parents and siblings: a recognition of where we fit in 
God’s creation. 
 

Traditionally (until 1992), the Church withheld Com-
munion until a baptised child had professed his or her 
own faith in what we often referred to as 
“Confirmation”.  It was only then that a teenager (or 
even older) would be admitted to the Communion 
Roll and be welcome at Communion.  Interestingly, 
the practice of Confirmation has no Biblical basis and 
therefore making participation in the celebration of 
the family meal dependent on it is to somehow sug-
gest that Baptism doesn’t fully make a child a mem-
ber of the family.  Since 1992, admitting children to 
Communion has been seen as part of 
their Christian nurture within the 
family of faith. 
 

Of course it can be argued that any-
one taking Communion has to have  
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some understanding of what it is that they’re doing, 
and I certainly wouldn’t deny that.  However, we need 
to be very careful in what we say and do, for it will af-
fect not only the children in our Church family but also 
those with learning difficulties, whom I’m sure no one 
would want to exclude from the Lord’s Table. 
 

Faith, as much as understanding, is an important in-
gredient in all this.  At Baptism, that faith is evidenced 
by both the parents and the congregation – we all 
have a responsibility to nurture our young people.  
Similarly in Communion, Jesus is present in the faith 
of the community and the Sacrament itself strength-
ens and nourishes our faith.  Indeed John Wesley 
used to call Communion “a converting ordinance” – by 
which he meant that in Communion grace is present-
ed and given to us, so converting us to Jesus. 
 

None of this implies that Confirmation – or, more 
properly, Public Profession of Faith – is not important.  
It does, for example, admit the person professing 
faith to the rights and privileges (and obligations) of 
Church membership.  Rather it’s to say that there is 
no reason to link it to participation in Communion.  
The value of something like an Enquirers’ Group, or 
whatever name one wants to give to the instruction 
that leads to Public Profession of Faith, is that it allows 
those participating to develop their understanding of 
the faith, hopefully leading to their affirming what was 
done on their behalf by their parents at Baptism. 
 

What the law of the Church provides is, basically that 
“The Lord's Table is open to any baptised person who 
loves the Lord and responds in faith to the invitation 
‘Take, eat’".  It still makes reference to the law and 
practice of the Church that “a Kirk Session is obliged 
to test the response in faith of a baptised person be-
fore authorising admission to the Lord's Table”, but 
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goes on to recognise “the free discretion of the Kirk Ses-
sion [in our case the Consistory] in this matter, where a 
Kirk Session is satisfied that baptised children are being 
nurtured within the life and worship of the Church and 
love the Lord and respond in faith to the invitation "take, 
eat", it may admit such children to the Lord's Table, af-
ter pastorally overseeing the response of faith of such 
children to see when it is right for them to come to the 
Lord's Table. The names of such children shall be admit-
ted to the Communion Roll of the congregation when 
they have made public profession of their faith.” 
 

Here in the SICR, the Consistory decided some years 
ago to admit children to Communion when it is right for 
them to do so – and when their parents agree.  There is 
not therefore any set age at which a child can take Com-
munion, nor is there any expectation that all children 
should take communion.  Rather, it’s a question of their 
having sufficient understanding of what they would be 
participating in, and their parents being agreeable to 
their doing so. 
 

In summary, then, it is quite in order for children to par-
ticipate in our celebrations of the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, if they are being nurtured within the life 
and worship of the congregation and wish to respond in 
faith to the invitation “Take, eat”, and if their parents 
are agreeable.  It would be my intention to have Family 
Communion services on at least 2 of our regular Com-
munion Sundays in the year, as the involvement of chil-
dren does prompt a re-thinking of how we celebrate the 
Sacrament in order that we may all better understand 
what we are doing.  Interestingly, this reflects the role 
of children in the Jewish Passover celebration. 
I have tried to keep this outline as simple as possible, 
but if anyone has a specific query please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. 
                Derek 
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Membership of the 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a congregation such as ours it is inevitable that 
there are a variety of understandings of the concept 
of membership.  So let me stress that it’s far more 
important that we all have a sense of belonging to 
the community of faith, rather than that we feel we 
have to subscribe to a fixed set of doctrines or be-
liefs. 
 

However, there are times when “membership” be-
comes more important, as, for example, in a vacan-
cy, and on other occasions when a congregational 
vote is required.  I therefore want to set out a fairly 
simple explanation of what is required in order to be 
a “member” of the SICR. 
 

Starting with children, they become part of the 
Church family when they are baptised as infants, but 
full “membership” doesn’t follow until they make a 
public profession of faith, usually somewhere in their 
teenage years (though it can be at any time), after 
having attended an Enquirers’ Group (or Confirma-
tion Class). 
 

As part of that profession of faith, there are certain 
vows of membership that are taken by responding 
‘Yes’ to the following questions: 
  Do you promise to join regularly with your fel 
  low Christians in worship on the Lord’s Day? 
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  Do you promise to be faithful in reading the Bible  
  and in prayer? 
  Do you promise to give a fitting proportion of your 
  time, talents, and money for the Church’s work in 
  the world? 
  Do you promise, depending on the grace of God, to 
  profess publicly your loyalty to Jesus Christ, to   
  serve him in your daily work, and to walk in his  
  ways all the days of your life? 
 
For adults, being received into membership can also 
come through baptism and profession of faith, for those 
who are not already members of another Church.  Other-
wise people are admitted as members by the Consistory, 
either on production of a current Certificate of Transfer 
(or Membership) from another Church, or where the 
minister is satisfied that the person has already made 
profession of faith but is unable to produce evidence of 
having done so. 
 

Some people are, of course, here in Rotterdam for only a 
limited time, and they may wish to retain their member-
ship of their ‘home’ church, in which case they can simp-
ly become Adherents of the SICR during their time here.  
If that’s you, you are just as much a vital part of our 
Church community and we value your participation in 
our life and worship. 
 

If there’s anyone who is part of our Church family but 
isn’t a member, and wants to explore what this would 
mean, I’m happy to run an Enquirers’ Group later in the 
year – just get in touch with me and let me know you’d 
be interested.  I would then explore with such a group 
just what’s involved both in travelling the journey of 
faith and in making profession of your faith.  Joining 
such a group would not commit you to having to take 
the step of joining the Church – that’s a decision to be 
made by each individual at the end of the course. 
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Most importantly, being part of the SICR family is 
about our journeying together in the faith, wheth-
er we’re members, adherents, enquirers or just 
occasional attenders.  On that journey we need to 
spend time sharing our stories with each other, 
supporting each other and nurturing one another 
as we enjoy that shared journey. 
 

                Derek 

 

The Pastor's Business Card 
 

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishio-
ners. At one house it seemed obvious that someone 
was at home, but no answer came to his repeated 
knocks at the door. 
 

Therefore, he took out a business card and wrote 
'Revelation 3:20' on the back of it and stuck it in the 
door. 
 

When the offering was processed the following Sunday, 
he found that his card had been returned. Added to it 
was this cryptic message, 'Genesis 3:10..' 
Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he bro-
ke up in gales of laughter. 
Revelation 3:20 begins 'Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock.' Genesis 3:10 reads, 'I heard your voice in the 
garden and I was afraid for I was naked.' 
 

I received the above from a friend in Bermuda – along 
with the following note: 
 

Remember when the funniest jokes were the clean 
ones?  

They still are! Pass it on. 
 

“A cheerful heart is good medicine.” (Prov. 17:22)  
                    

                Derek 
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Congregational Diary 
OCTOBER  

2 Sunday 10.30 2 Timoty 1: 1-14 & Luke 17:5-10  
Worship, Communion, choir 

5 Wednesday 19.30 Bible Study, “The arrest & Trial’, (John 18:1-

40) 

9 Sunday 10.30 Jeremiah 29 & Luke 17: 11-19 

Worship, Joyful Singers,Rev. Joost Pot 

12 Wednesday 19.30 Bible Study, “The crucifiction” John 19 : 1-42. 

16 Sunday 10.30 2 Timothy 3: 1-14 & Luke 18: 1-8 

Worship, choir, Student welcome service. 

18 Tuesday 19.45 Consistory meeting 

19 Wednesday 19.30 Bible Study. The Resurrection, John 20:1-31 

21 Friday 19.30 Prayer meeting 

23 Sunday 10.30 Genesis 1: 26-31, Isaiah 61: 1-4 & Luke 10:25-

37 Worship, Harvest Service , Joyful Singers 

26 Wednesday 19.30 Bible Study, ‘The epilogue’ John21:1-25 

30 Sunday 10.30 Habakkuk 1:1-4 & Luke 19:1-10  
Worship, Sonrise. Rev. Dr. Lance Stone 

6 Sunday 10.30 2 Thess 2:1-15, 13-17^& Luke 20:27-40 

Communion, choir 

8 Tuesday 19.45 Council meeting 

13 Sunday 10.30 Micah 4:1-8 & Luke 1:68-79 

Worship, choir, Rememberance Service 

  19.30 Peace Service 

NOVEMBER 

19 Friday 19.30 Prayer meeting 

20`` Sunday 10.30 Jeremiah 23:1-6 & Luke 23: 33-43 

Worship, Joyful Singers, Youth Service 

27 Sunday 10.30 Isaia 2:1-5, Romans 13:11-14 & Matthew 24:6-

44.Worship, Sonrise 

29 Tuesday 19.45 Consistory meeting 
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 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

I’m sure you’ll have noticed that I’ve intro-
duced a different form of The Lord’s Prayer in 
worship – not for the sake of change, but be-
cause I believe it’s the form we should be us-
ing as it is more understandable to most peo-
ple, though I would emphasise that there is no 
such thing as one “correct” form.  Let me 
begin by explaining something of the back-
ground to the three forms of The Lord’s Pray-
er that now appear in CH4, the Church of 
Scotland Hymnary. 

 

The First Form is the one which I’ve introduced and which is the 
form agreed by the ecumenical English Language Liturgical Con-
sultation in 1988 and adopted by the Church of Scotland as its 
First Form over 20 years ago. 
 

The Second Form (a) is the one you’ve been in the habit of using 
(what I might call the “debts and debtors” form), and this was the 
traditional Church of Scotland form – though it became the Sec-
ond Form as far back as the introduction of the (then) new Book 
of Common Order of the Church published in 1994. 
 

The third Form – listed as Second Form (b) - (what I’d call the 
“trespasses” form) is an Anglican form from the Church of Eng-
land’s Book of Common Prayer of 1662, and has never been 
commonly used in Church of Scotland congregations. 
 

All these forms are derived from Jesus’ teaching in response to 
the disciples request that he teach them how to pray – of which 
we have two accounts in the Gospels: namely in Matthew 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4.  What is termed the Second Form (b) is certain-
ly the least close to the original Greek account of what Jesus 
taught in the Gospels, but none of the forms repeats exactly what 
we have in the Gospels.  The Church has indeed amended the 
form of The Lord’s Prayer over the centuries and whatever form 
that we use 2000 years after Jesus taught his disciples must be in 
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terms that are meaningful to people today. 
 

Like many of you, the form I grew up saying (and know by heart) 
is the “debts and debtors” form.  But I’ve been keen to promote 
the First Form for a number of years now, both in Scotland and in 
Bermuda, and now here in Rotterdam, as I feel it is easier for 
those coming to faith to understand and has the blessing of the 
ecumenical body which produced it almost 30 years ago.  I’d 
hope you would at least consider that we move to the First Form 
as our “normal” form of The Lord’s Prayer, but I’ve no intention of 
imposing it upon you if there are a significant number of people 
who’d be unhappy with it.  I’d also say that, even if we do use it, 
there’s no reason why those who wish can’t continue to use the 
form they know – God will surely cope with that! 
 

Please therefore let me know your preference, so that I can settle 

on what to include in our worship week by week.           

                    Derek 

Good Read 

(received from Hank Meldrum) 

Some short sermons forwarded by Ed Scholz. ALAN 

These short stories are all very good lessons, and really made us 

think  twice about the daily happenings in our lives as we deal 

with others.   

 1.Today I interviewed my grandmother for part of a research pa-

per I'm  working on for my Psychology class.  When I asked her 

to define success in her own words, she said, "Success is when 

you look back at your life  and the memories make you smile." 

2.Today, I asked my mentor - a very successful business man in 

his 70s-   what his top 3 tips are for success.  He smiled and said, 
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"Read something no one else is reading, think something no 

one else is thinking, and do  something no one else is doing." 

3.Today, after my 72 hour shift at the fire station, a woman ran 

up to me at the grocery store and gave me a hug.  When I 

tensed up, she realized I   didn't recognize her. She let go with 

tears of joy in her eyes and the most   sincere smile and said , 

"On 9-11-2001, you carried me out of the World Trade Cen-

ter." 

4.  Today, after I watched my dog get run over by a car, I sat 

on the side   of the road holding him and crying...and just be-

fore he died, he licked the tears off my fac 

5. Today at 7AM, I woke up feeling ill, but decided I needed 

the money, so  I went into work. At 3PM I got laid off. On my 

drive home I got a flat  tire. When I went into the trunk for the 

spare, it was flat too.   

A man in a BMW pulled over, gave me a ride, we chatted, and 

then he offered me a job.  I start tomorrow 

6.  Today, as my father, three brothers, and two sisters stood 

around my mother's hospital bed,  my mother uttered her last 

coherent words before she died.  

She simply said, "I feel so loved right now.  We should have 

gotten together like this more often." 

7. Today, I kissed my dad on the forehead as he passed away 

in a small hospital bed.  About 5 seconds after he passed 

away,  I realized it was the first  time I had given him a kiss 

since I was a little boy. 

8. Today, in the cutest voice, my 8-year-old daughter asked 

me to start  recycling.  I chuckled and asked, "Why?" She re-
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plied, "So you can help me save the planet."  I chuckled again and 

asked, "And why do you want to save   the planet?" 

Because that's where I keep all my stuff," she said. 

9. Today, when I witnessed a 27-year-old breast cancer patient  

laughing  hysterically at her 2-year-old daughter's antics, I suddenly 

realized that   

I need to stop complaining about my life and start celebrating it 

again. 

10. Today, a boy in a wheelchair  saw me desperately struggling on 

crutches  with my broken leg and offered to carry my backpack and 

books for me.   He helped me all the way across campus to my 

class and as he was leaving he said,   

  "I hope you feel better soon." 

11. Today, I was feeling down because the results of a biopsy 

came back  malignant. When I got home, I opened an e-mail that 

said, "Thinking of you  today. If you need me, I'm a phone call 

away."  It was from a high school   friend I hadn't seen in 10 years. 

12.  I  was traveling in Kenya and I met a refugee from Zimba-

bwe.He said he hadn't eaten anything in over 3 days and looked 

extremely skinny and unhealthy.   

Then my friend offered him the rest of the sandwich he was eating.  

The first thing the man said was, "We can share it. 

These are worth passing on...hope you enjoy them as much as I 

did ! 
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Open Monuments Day at SICR 

During the National Open Monuments Days, second weekend 

of September, all officially recognized Dutch National Monu-

ments are open to the public. Our church building is too young 

for that (1952), but our  institution certainly qualifies with her 

nearly 375 years (in 2018). 

Therefore we have taken part in the 

OMD’s for a number of years. 

Main organizer was Christine Gallo-

way, while Ruud Witte & Bob Hen-

sen, gave guided tours around the 

church. George Ross had put up a 

historic slideshow in the sanctuary, 

while in the Lower Hall Maureen Vol-

lema explained a standing exhibition 

of design of a.o. our church. 
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Also in the Lower Hall & kitchen 

Pam Russel & crew (can’t mention 

or remember all) served coffee & 

tea with shortbread flapjacks, 

scones, banana-cake etc. 

In the garden Isaac & Ti-

ta Dierx and carol de 

Groot told the story of the 

Garden Wall Mosaic and 

sold post cards. At the 

square just outside the 

gate Ediri Sobotie, Eve-

lyn Koomson & Saskia 

offered children’s 

activities, colouring 

and brass medal 

rubbing. Last but not 

least, Moira Lawson 

produced some ex-

quisite flower ar-

rangements to en-

hance the OMD. 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 
3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Church Office email: info@scotsintchurch.com 
Website: scotsintchurch.com  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
ScotsInternationalChurchRotterdam/ 

 Bank accounts: 
ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 

F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

All this brought 300 visitors to our church over the two days. 

By Ato Bob 
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Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

     October 
 

1 Sally Agtboraten-v/d Star
 re 

4 Elaine Zanger, de 

6 Cara Howe-Taylor 
6 Erica Wenfua 

9 Edwin Etienne 

10 Beryl Esi Essel 
11 Felix Johannes Brits 

12 Ann Schuursma 

13 Natalia Brhel/Brhelova 

13 Flora Zwaan, van der 
14 Oritsewenyinmi Netania
 Stoutjesdijk 

16 Mavis Fleming 

16 Annemarie Smith 

17 Johanna Essel 
17 Patricia Ewing 

17 Henny Vermeulen 

20Malaika Aboudou 

 

 

 

23 Matthew Lane 

28 Bilola Malaika Gwanmesia 

28 Thomas Paton 

 

 November 
 
1  Bob Hensen 

2  Giberto Fleming 

2  Betty Polley 

5 Irene van Ginkel 
6 Wil Ross 
9  Elizabeth Dorn-Lee 

10 Ranee Damanik 

15 Elizabeth Adzra 

 Rinus van de Starre 

17 Denis Galloway 

21 Eunelda Cairo 

24 Meriam van der Velden 

Herald Deadline
 

Items for the  November Issue of  the Herald should be given to Bob Hensen or 
sent to the church office by Wednesday  23 November 2016. 
The next Herald will be available from 3 December. 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster: 

Derek Lawson, 

Schiedamsevest 121 

Tel: 010-4125709 

Email: 
DLawson@churchofscotland.org.
uk 

Church Office: 

Schiedamsesingel 6 

info@scotsintchurch.com  

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

tel: 06-2553 8320 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@caiway.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

 

 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

Secretary to the 
Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.c

Convenor of the 
Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Officer: 

Annemarie Fleming 

tel.: 06 4100 6511 

broll-111@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

Property 

Convener: André van der 
Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.
nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 

Vacant (2x) 

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 

Church Administrator 

Church Office Team 

info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 


