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Dear friends of the SICR,  
 
“O wad some Pow’r the giftie gie us  
To see oursels as others see us!”  

 
Most of us who hail from Scotland grew up with these famous 
lines by our favourite national poet Robert Burns. The couplet 
opens the final verse of his poem with the exquisite title “To a 
Louse (on seeing one on a Lady’s Bonnet at Church)”. Its 
message: The picture we have of ourselves doesn’t always fit 
100% with reality. Roughly translated out of Scots into plain 
English, it means: If only some (higher) Power would give us 
the gift of seeing ourselves as others see us.” 
 
It’s an exercise that’s worth trying out, and it needn’t always 
have the negative touch it does for Burn’s poor lady in church 
proudly unaware there’s a head-louse crawling over her 
fashionable hat. For example, at the SICR there have been 
several people recently involved in just such a self-
examining, soul-searching exercise – the dedicated and 
committed members of the Nominating Committee. They 
have tried to take the outside perspective on the 
congregation. How can you describe to an enquirer something 
of what is special about the Scots International Church? How 
would we put in words how we see our new minister? How do 
we understand the shared ministry of our congregation?  

LETTER 

FROM THE INTERIM 

MODERATOR 
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It’s the vision exercise I spoke of very early in the 
vacancy, and the fruits it has produced are indeed 
visionary. But at the same time they give a truthful and 
insightful picture of the life and work of the SICR. These 
two documents, which have been made available for all 
applicants – the congregational profile and the minister 
profile – make exciting reading. If you have not already 
done so, I very much encourage you to consult them on 
the SICR website. They’re right there on the front page for 
everyone to open and/or download: http://
www.scotsintchurch.com/index.php Simply click on 
“Advertisement & documents” to open them. 
 
Read them through. Reflect on them. Pray about them. 
Think about where your role is in the ministry of your 
congregation – it is not, and never-was a one-man (or 
one-woman) job, but Presbyterianism in particular and 
Protestantism in general celebrates and lives from the 
ministry of all the people, together worshipping God and 
serving the community.  
 
The deadline for applications has now been reached. Some 
really interesting applications have been received. The first 
interviews will soon be taking place. The nominating 
committee is well-organised and at the ready to do that 
job. Don’t just leave the whole job up to the nominating 
committee, though. At the end of their work, they will 
present a sole nominee to the congregation (i.e. one 
candidate for those of you on the electoral register to vote 
on), but everyone in the congregation – each and every 
one of you – is involved in the prayerful preparation for 
this new phase in the ministry of the Scots International 
Church. Get yourselves ready.  
 
You have a lot to be proud of at the SICR. That’s partly 
behind why there are such interesting candidates amongst 
the applicants. Because the profiles capture the “outside” 
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perspective so well. It’s a bit like the famous message by 
that other favourite author, Paul the Apostle, reminding 
Christians to look beyond the outward appearance of 
things, to look at the deeper picture of their community 
life, and telling us: “Whoever wants to boast must boast 
about what the Lord has done.” (2 Corinthians 10:17) The 
Lord has done much in Rotterdam and is certain to do 
much more. Be ready to take your part in that exciting 
venture! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEAR HERALD READERS, 

 
This is the second time that we have had the privilege of 
coming from Australia to assist the Scots International 
congregation in the interim before a new Minister is 
appointed.  In many ways it is like coming home, in that 
we were greeted by familiar faces, re-occupied Muller 
House and rejoiced in being able to participate once again 
in Sunday worship. 

 
In spite 
of the 
fact that 
it all 
began 
rather 
badly 
when I 
had an 
accident 
in Dubai 
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it didn’t take long (with the assistance of Dr Margriet van 
Overbeeke and others)   to recover.  
It was a further privilege to have a baptism on my first 
Sunday here and to be able to attend some sessions of the 
Bible study led by Graham Jardine. 
In spite of not having a full-time Minister the number of 
people attending worship does not seem to have 
diminished, and full credit should be given to the lay 
leadership of the Church.   I believe that the future of 
Scots International Church is in good hands and extend 
both thanks and good wishes to everyone. 
 
Dave & Lucie Robinson 
 
 
FROM THE CONSISTORY 

 
The Consistory of the SICR met on Tuesday 23rd June, 
chaired by the then Locum Minister Norman Hutcheson. On 
the agenda were the usual items for such a meeting of the 
Elders with the minister, like: Pastoral matters, Elders’ 
responsibilities, New members, Worship and Planning 
Matters. 
Under Pastoral matters, people in need of special attention 
or care were mentioned, as well as the Pastoral team still 
to be formed.  Rev. Joost Pot, Emeritus minister also 
contributed to this. An application to the Salvesen Trust for 
repair of the Manse roof and the lightening conductors was 
also discussed and agreed upon. 
Worship and planning invoiced not only the Elders, but 
also our Rev. Irene Bom.  Elder Ato bob reported on the 
K8 or Kerkennacht in which the SICR participated and 
received a small but significant number of visitors. 
Last but not least the Office Team was given attention, 
while Elder Rizal Sebastian was nominated to be convener 
of the ‘Relocation Team’ which would advise on how to 
relocate SICR activities from the Manse to the church and 
Muller House in preparation for the arrival of the new 
minister. 
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FROM THE COUNCIL. 

 
Highlights from council meeting minutes concerning the 
meetings on April 29, June 3 and July 15, 2015: 
 
 Major renovation works are planned on the roof and 
windows of the manse and the main building (estimated 
cost € 35,000) as well as for the replacement of the 
lightning deflection system (estimated cost € 15,000). 
Because a large sum of money is involved, approval from 
the Presbytery is needed to start these works. This 
approval has been given. 
 The costs of these renovation works will strongly 
reduce the church fabric fund. Therefore financial support 
from the Salvesen fund has been applied for through the 
Presbytery of Europe. 
 The council is thinking of ways to raise income for the 
church. Current income is sufficient for the running year, 
but only because expenses are low due to not having a 
minister. Current income is not sufficient for supporting a 
full time minister. 
 All activities currently taking place in the manse will be 
relocated to the main building or the Muller house on 
short notice, in order to free the manse for a new 
minister. 
 The office team, which currently consists of Bob 
Hensen, Molly Foster and Joy Okojie, is orienting on how it 
can serve the congregation best. A list of office duties 
from the international church in Zürich is taken as 
example. Fred Booman is coordinating the office team. 
New volunteers for the office team are still needed, 
particularly for the Tuesday. 
 The North Sea Round Town event in the church has 
been very successful. About 100 people attended the 
event with food and drinks and performances. Like last 
year, the event has run with a small profit, but the main 
purpose is to promote the church (and to have a good 
time). 
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 The nomination committee that is looking for a new minister is 
working strictly confidentially. Therefore, the activities of the 
committee are not discussed at council meetings. 
 
Frans van der Meer 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL AGENDA SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER 2015 
September 
02  Wednesday: Bible Study on John’s letters John 1, 2 & 3 
 
6 Sunday: Communion Service: James 2: 1 - 10 & Mark 7:24 – 37 

  Choir.  Sermon title: ‘Jesus breaks boundaries’ 

 

09  Wednesday: Bible Study on John’s letters John 1, 2 & 3 
09  Wednesday: Council meeting 
 
13  Sunday: Worship Service: Isaiah 50: 4 - 9a & Mark 8: 27 – 38  

Sermon title: ‘Up to the City’ 

 

16 Wednesday: Bible Study on John’s letters John 1, 2 & 3 
16  Councilmeeting 
 
18 Friday: Prayer Meeting 
 
20  Sunday: Worship Service: Jeremiah 11:18-20 & Mark 9:30–37  

Choir. Sermon title; ‘Journey to understanding’ 

 

23  Wednesday: Bible Study on John’s letters John 1, 2 & 3 
27 Sunday: Worship Service: Numbers 11:4 - 6, 10 - 16, 24 - 29 &  

 Mark 9: 38 - 50  
  Sermon title: ‘Do we have a better understanding now? 

 

October 
04  Sunday: Holy Communion Service: Mark 10: 2 - 16. Choir 
 
07  Wednesday: Bible Study 
 
11  Sunday: Worship Service: Mark 10: 17 - 31 
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14  Wednesday: Bible Study 
16  Friday: Prayer Meeting 
 
18  Sunday: Worship Service: Mark 10: 35 - 45. Choir 

 
21 Wednesday: Bible Study 
21  Councilmeeting 
 
25 Sunday: Worship Service: Mark 10: 46 - 52 

 

REACHING THE BEGINNING OF THE END OF SICR’S VACANCY 

Since June 2014 the SICR has had a vacancy which means 

that we do not have a resident minister. Our former friend, 

guide, shepherd, pastor and minister, Reverend Robert 

Calvert left us after nineteen years for the Steeple Church in 

Dundee Scotland.  We will not easily forget him to say the 

least. 

But we had no choice ‘the show must go on’ or to use more 

appropriate words:  The Scots International Church 

Rotterdam must continue to be a place of Worship, monthly 

celebration of Holy Communion, offering inspiring praise to 

the Lord by the Choir, the Joyful Singers and Sonrise, but 

also Christian Fellowship, Bible Study and serving God 

through serving others and other activities. This became the 

determination of the Consistory, the Council, our ordained 

Local minister Rev. Irene Bom, our Emeritus minister Rev.  

Joost Pot as well as the majority of the congregation. 

Fortunately the Presbytery of Europe did not leave us to 

struggle on our own. They appointed an Interim Moderator 

(already known to us) and is now a dear and wonderful 

friend, Rev. James (Jimmy) Brown, coincidentally also a 
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contemporary of our former minster. They were together at the 

School of Divinity of the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. Jimmy 

assisted us to get so-called ‘Locum ministers’, who would stay with us 

for a number of weeks and lodge in the Muller House. Some came 

with their wife and family. 

We have had Rev. Anthony Jones, Rev. Dave Robinson, Rev. Derek 

Lawson, Rev. Jennifer Pridmore, Graeme Kent, Pastors Ed and 

Michelle Top and currently Norman Hutcheson. We have also had local 

preachers like Jason Pridmore, an assistant Professor at Erasmus, 

(yes Jennifer’s husband). Then not to forget Rev. Irene Bom and Rev.  

Joost Pot greatly increased their involvement in our church and led 

and preached in quite a few services. 

Almost needless to say that all these preachers were totally different 

from our former minister, which gave us a good idea of what another 

minister or our new minister could look like. 

To our disappointment by order of the Presbytery our vacancy was 

sisted, put on ice so to say, until March 2015. Then, according to the 

Church of Scotland procedures, we drew up the Electoral List and 

elected a Nominating Committee, which started its work in May 2015. 

Members of this committee are: Nyomi Cairo, Tjakko Bouwman, 

Christine Galloway, Annemarie Fleming, Graham Jardine (Convener), 

Licia Knoester, Richmond Mensah, Steve Russell, Hunter Smith, 

Norma Taylor, André van der Velden, Ruud Witte, Olaf de Zanger.  

The Nominating Committee put their heads together and did a great 

professional job of drawing up the profile of the SICR as well as that 

of our new minister. Both of these can be found on the SICR’s 

website. In August they launched the Unrestricted Call for a new 

minister by advertising in ‘Life and Work’ the Church of Scotland 

magazine. After the closing date of the call, the Nominating 

Committee will screen and scrutinize the applications, draw up a 
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shortlist, conduct interviews and go and listen to some of the 

candidates as they preach and conduct their worship services. 

Finally the committee will make their choice of a ‘single 

nominee’ which they will present to us. 

This man or woman will then come to preach and conduct 

worship at SICR, after which we will vote to confirm the choice 

of the Nominating Committee. 

The induction of our new minister will be the end of our 

vacancy! 

By Ato Bob 

IN MEMORIAM NICOLETTE JULIA TUDJMAN-REUIJL 

Nicolette Tudjman-Reuijl was one of three daughters of Hein 

and Daphne Reuijl. She was born in Indonesia and from her  

marriage had two sons Tomislav and Nikola. She was deeply 

wounded after the death of her husband but found a regular 

work as secretary in a lawyer’s office. Nicolette was very 

conscientious in caring for her aging parents who lived two 

hundred metres away from her home in Barendrecht. She 

attended the Scots Church with her 

parents but this became more difficult 

in recent years as her health 

deteriorated. Her faith was challenged 

but she received support from her 

sisters and a group of friends who met 

in Zwijndrecht every Friday morning. 

In December 2014 she was able to 

receive a lung-transplant and the 

operation was successful. She was 

overjoyed to be able to see her grand-
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son Marin. She only had a few days at her home before a 

complex condition led her death at the age of 63. Her funeral 

took place on Tuesday 4 August and she was laid to rest in the 

cemetery in Barendrecht.  

Rev. Robert Calvert 

“LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY” by Irene Bom 

Those of us who regularly lead one or more prayers in the 
service - elders, worship leaders and ministers – prepare in 
different ways. Some have the gift of writing prayers from 
scratch, a few have the confidence and experience to pray 
“in the moment”, and many have one or more prayer books 
and/or websites to draw on. 
 
My go-to website when putting together the prayer meeting 
hand-out, or sourcing calls to worship or other prayers is 
http://re-worship.blogspot.ca. It includes useful indexes 
(e.g. Calls to worship: Old Testament and Prayer Index: 
New Testament). The site also categorizes prayers 
according to the Common Lectionary, a system of readings 
for Sunday worship used by churches in many 
denominations all over the world, and also by our Sunday 
School and many of our locums. 
 
Recently I’ve come across another useful website, this time 
to aid me in my personal prayer life: http://
www.explorefaith.org/prayer/prayer/fixed/index.php 
To quote from the site: “People have prayed at fixed hours 
during the day for centuries. Quietly easing away from the 
obligations of home or work, they take a few moments to 
spend time with God. These moments connect them to the 
Divine, and to the countless others who are also pausing to 
pray the prayers designated for that hour, on that day. …  
Suddenly, every day becomes holy, for every day is laced 
together by our appointments with God.” 
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The site offers you 3 short services a day. You put in your 
time zone, and then the page gets updated as required with 
morning, midday and evening prayers. 
 
Also checkout the Northumbria Community daily office: 
http://www.northumbriacommunity.org/offices/how-to-use-
daily-office/ 
Besides a morning, midday and evening service, here you 
also find a Compline (prayer before bedtime) for each day 
of the week. 
 
For more about “Fixed hour prayer” and its benefits (also 
for young people), check out this article: http://
stickyfaith.org/articles/fixed-hour-prayer 
 
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.” (1 Thess 5:16-18) 
 
 

Wanted: Writers (all levels of experience, English and 

Dutch) 

 

I’d like to start up a Writers’ Group, to develop our 

writing skills and to serve the church by providing 

copy for the new website and for the Herald and other 

publications such as brochures and advertisements. If 

you’re interested, please contact me: Irene Bom at 06-

52576892. 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE “ROMMELMARKT” IN THE SCOTS IN-

TERNATIONAL CHURCH 

 
To Christians all over the world, as well as here, prayer is a 
very important part of their lives and so is a need for a good 
relationship with our neighbours. 
 
Robert Calvert understood this very well when he called for 
Stewardship in this Church, he asked us all to use our talents in 
positive ways to promote the Church and do practical work for 
the Church and its neighbourhood. 
To answer this call, the Rommelmarkt was established to carry 
out four objectives. 
1. To advertise the name of the Church to the neighbour-

hood. 
2. To help the poor. 
3. To encourage all our neighbours, both Christians and 

Non-Christians to enter the Church building. 
4. As a by-product of the first three, to raise money for the 

projects of The Living Water Link Foundation in Nigeria. 
 
In order to achieve these goals, The Living Water Link Founda-
tion organises the annual Rommelmarkt on behalf of the 
Church using the Church lower hall. 
We print and distribute to the local people 5000 to 10000 pro-
motional leaflets yearly with the name and address of the 
church on it. We sell all our items at very low prices so our 
neighbours can buy them easily. It is self-evident that the 
Rommelmarkt brings both Christians and Non-Christians into 
the building so it has everything to do with Scots International 
Church Rotterdam. 
 
I personally believe as a Christian, it is only the grace of God 
that helps us to help others in practical ways. 
May God whom we serve be with you and his grace guide your 
decisions and actions. 
 
With Love,  
Peter Aghasomba. 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 
3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Fax 010 412 57 09 
Church Office email: info@scotsintchurch.com 

Website: scotsintchurch@cs.com  
 Bank accounts: 

ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 
F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

   

                                                                                                                                

August 19th 2015: 
Making the signpost to the Gar-
den Wall Mosaic: Wilma Paton, 
Dave Robinson, and Steve Rus-
sell. 
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BIRTHDAYS IN SEPTEMBER  
1 Dirk Bouwman 
2 Johan Wagenaar 
4 Hank Meldrum 
4 Jim Putten, van 
8 Michelle Baffuo Essel 
8 Liz Velden, van der 
13 Joost Pot 
15 Ingrid Evovo-Belksma 
15 Zaneta Massicott 
15 Stephanie Wenfua 
15 Bethel Ngiemah Wenfua 
16 Chanté Fleming 
17 Allen Foster 
18 Fanny Mensah 
19 Jaco Jacobs 
20 Brendan Velden, van der 
21 Bill(William) Chapman 
22 Ian Thomas Calvert 
24 Kelly Bouwman 
29 Andil Cai Cairo (Aboudou) 
30 Shanon Fleming 
 

        
BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER   
1   Sally Agtboraten-v/d Starre  
2 Marion Brits-Pot   
4 Elaine Zanger, de   
6 Cara Howe-Taylor   
6 Erica Wenfua   
9 Edwin Etienne   
10 Beryl Esi Essel   
11 Felix Johannes Brits   
12 Ann Schuursma   
13 Natalia Brhel/Brhelova   
13 Flora Zwaan, van der   
16 Mavis Fleming   
16 Annemarie Smith   
17 Johanna Essel   
17 Patricia Ewing   
17 Henny Vermeulen   
23 Matthew Lane   
28 Bilola Malaika Gwanmesia   
28 Thomas Paton   
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster Vacant 

Interim moderator:  

Rev.James Brown 

J.brown56@gmx.de 

 

Church Office: 

info@scotsintchurch.com  

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

tel: 06-2553 8320 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

zanger@online.nl 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

  

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Caretaking team 

Vacant 

 

 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

  

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
 

Vacant (2x) 

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Administrator 

(Temporary Thursday ) 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


