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My dear friends 
 
Welcome to the Scots International 
Church on its 370th birthday! We are an 
English-speaking international church in 
the Reformed and Protestant tradition. 

Now the summer break is over, I like to welcome back the 
Choir, Joyful Singers and ‘Sonrise’ together with Sunday 
School teachers and youth group leaders. This month we host 
a course from Tyndale Seminary for other churches in the city, 
continue the church prayer meeting and celebrate Harvest and 
God’s goodness.  

The Arts and the Church 

 
This autumn we celebrate this anniversary during the weekend 
of local arts festival in the ‘Witte de Withkwartier.’ Art and 
church have not always lived easily together. Artists say the 
church is too judgmental, opinionated and unattractive. The 
church is sometimes concerned that artists are unclear and 
often controversial. Not everyone appreciates music or visual 
art in the same way. What is beautiful to one is banal to 
another. What is inspiring to one may be insulting to another. 
(I find the same is true of listening to preachers who deny the 
bible or the resurrection!) 
 
There is plenty of art in the bible. Genesis begins with the 
poetic account of the seven days of creation. (Genesis 1-2) 
Moses appointed a team of artists to help a tired and hungry 
group of wanderers in the desert. (Exodus 31: 3) The wisdom 
literature of the Psalms, Proverbs and the Song of Solomon 
search the emotional depths of the human condition. We 
believe everything is the Lord’s and belongs to God. (Psalm 
24: 1) Do you remember the statue to an ‘unknown god’ in 
Athens? (Acts 17: 23) The apostle Paul did not attack it as ‘un-
Christian’ or ‘unspiritual’ but he used to prepare people to 
think about faith matters. He used the visual arts to stimulate 

LETTER 

from the Pastor 
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others to think about God’s reality. 
 
Artists range from musicians, composers, song-writers, painters, 
sculptors, actors, writers, dancers and comedians. Artists are in 
a peculiar position. Some regard them as the high priests of 
culture who understand the inner secrets of reality and create 
deep things of value. (Personally I think of Bob Dylan and 
Leonard Cohen like this.) At the same time artists have to be 
contemporary and engage with current trends and tastes to be 
commercial. The Dutch Christian Rookmaker once contrasted the 
tensions faced by artists as operating between the ‘clown’ and 
the ‘sage.’ Though people talk about ‘Christian art’ I am not sure 
what it is. Is it ‘Christian’ in the way in which it is made? Is it the 
motive behind it? Is it about the faith of the artist? As in politics, 
the term ‘Christian’ has been over-used and abused. And 
whatever it is, is it necessarily ‘good’ art? Artists of very 
different backgrounds share a desire to bring about beauty or a 
message for the whole world.  
 
So for such reasons we give a platform to different kinds artists. 
A couple of years ago we brought the Canadian Christian Bruce 
Kuhn up to tell Tolstoy’s stories in a one-man show. Last year 
we invited Jan Nass to exhibit black and white photographs of 
the neighbourhood and organise local tours of it. In June we had 
Artvark and this month we have several ‘up and coming’ artists 
playing on the Friday night. I do not forget that in the church 
community we are blessed with ‘resident’ artists in Wilma 

Paton (visual arts), Irene Bom (song writing), Jan Hendrik 

van der Kamp (organist) and many other musically gifted 
people.  
 
In a secular age, cultural events are attractive opportunities to 
connect with people. For the church they offer what the Dutch 
call a ‘lage drempel’ (lower threshold) to have contact and 
conversations with people who would not easily come to church 
for other reasons. Recent cultural evenings offered new social 
space for others from the city. In the coming year we would like 
to develop the garden area with the local community and display 
visual arts. The French-speaking Wallonian Church (across the 
road) has recently gone public to host cultural events. I hope 
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that maybe together we can stimulate more people to walk from 
Witte de Withstraat to the ‘plein’ beside us. As a city church I 
hope we can connect with the local arts and as an international 
church I hope we can demonstrate intercultural sensitivity. 
 
Your friend and minister 
Robert Calvert 
  

CHURCH NOTES 

 
Three hundred and seventy years old! 

 

The church is in the Rotterdam monthly arts guide during the 
weekend of its 370th birthday. On Sunday morning the minister 
will reflect on where the church is today and use the theme “We 
are sailing!” We will also confirm the faith of Sharon Cromwell 
and Olivia Polley.  
After the 10.30 service we share a lunch of international food 
and have a chance to see how the mosaic is progressing. Make 
every effort to bring something and welcome new faces who 
may be attracted by the extra publicity!   
Margaret Greene, daughter of Rev. J. Muir Haddow, minister of 
the Scots Church just after the war, has been in touch. She will 
over at the end of September and bring items from that time 
including original plans and photographs. 
 
Jazz in the church 

 

Stephanie Francke and Dionna Fox are lined up to play in the 
church on Friday 13 September on an evening which will be 
compered by Judy Blank. The schedule is:  
 20:30 Judy Blank 
 21.00  Stephanie Francke 
 22.00   Dionna Fox 
 
New book on mission 

 
The World Reformed Fellowship has just published: “Reformed 

means Missional: Following Jesus into the World.” Our minister 
Robert Calvert wrote a chapter on the challenge of secularity in 
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a volume that includes contributions from Tim 
Keller and other Reformed ministers. Anyone 
who wants a copy may order through:  
 
https://www.10ofthose.com/products/15268/
Reformed-Means-Missional/ 
 
The book is available as an e-book for those 
who use a Kindle. Our minister may obtain a 
few copies for those interested in thinking 
about our missionary faith. 
 
Harvest Festival 

 
On Sunday 22 September we celebrate Harvest and ask you to 
bring gifts of fruit, vegetables or household items that can be 
sold in an auction after the service. 
 
Dr. Jember Teferre  
 
We welcome Dr. Jember Teferre from Addis 
Ababa on the last weekend of September. She 
is working in one of the poorest slum areas in 
one of the poorest cities in the world. She will 
tell about her work in a special meeting on 
Friday 27th September and afterwards preach 
on Sunday morning. Jember’s story is a most 
enthralling example of humble Christian 
service in the face of violent intimidation. 
 
Welcome to Tyler Hillis 

 

We welcome Tyler Hillis from Seattle on his placement with the 
Scots International Church. Tyler is here for media studies at 
Erasmus University and will be available to interview members 
of the congregation about sound and visual effects and discuss 
with the beamer team about how to improve visuals. 
 
Old Testament Survey 

 

This class begins which on Monday 16 September is organized 
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through Tyndale Theological Seminary in Amsterdam. The 
content of the course will be the lectures, tests and skimming 
through the Old Testament. Lectures will use power-point 
presentations and complete copies will be given to the students. 
The lecturer is Robert Langdon from another church in 
Rotterdam and who, like our pastor, is a member of the 
extended faculty of the seminary. All students should register 
with Rachel Dority at the Tyndale Theological Seminary 
(registrar@tyndale-europe.edu) and the registration form is 
posted on Tyndale’s website.  Tuition costs will be the same as 
for other Tyndale courses: €75 for non-credit or €165 for credit. 
We are able to offer a city-centre venue in Rotterdam and may 
offer other courses in conjunction with Tyndale Theological 
Seminary.  
 
Alpha Course evenings in October 

 
The Alpha Course is designed to help people to 
faith or refresh your faith in Jesus Christ. There is 
no cost and a meal is shared from 19.00 every 
week before a short presentation about Christianity 
and discussion. We begin on Wednesday evenings 
in the first week of October. Who can you invite or 
bring? 
 
Reading group 

 
The first meeting after the summer break will be on Friday 27th 
September at 12.30 in the crèche. The book for this month is 
“When God was a Rabbit” by Ruth Dunham. Contact Norma 
Taylor at 071 3625835 if you need further information. 
 
Small (book) group for mothers 

We welcome all mothers who want to discuss the joys and 
challenges of motherhood. We plan this over eight mornings 
using the Christian book “Mom.. and loving it!” It discusses 
themes like ´time for your family´, ´coping with anger´ and 
´the influence of the media´. If you want to participate, we can 
send you a copy of this book. The first meeting is on Tuesday 
17th September between 09.30 and 11.00 in the creche room. 
All are welcome! The contact person is Justyna Glebocka: 
justynaglebocka@gmail.com 
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Church mission statement 

 
It is about fifteen years ago that we adopted the following mission 
statement: 

We share with other churches 

a concern for the poor, 

the homeless and uprooted, 

and work for a 

just a peaceful world. 

As part of the world Church 

we seek to work with 

congregations in Scotland 

and share the joy 

of our unity in Christ. 

 

This great statement had been drawn up by the Board of World Mission 
in the 1990s but was lying forgotten in the print room of the Church of 
Scotland offices in Edinburgh. Strangely seemed to fit our situation 
perfectly and still does today! 
 

CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 

SEPTEMBER 

01 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir, Rev. Joost Pot 

08 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Baptism, Sonrise 

   12.00  Soup-lunch 

13 Friday 18.00   Programme opens for the Witte de With Festival 

   19.30  Judy Blank, Stephanie Francke, Diona Fox 

14 Saturday 12.00  Mosaic painting 

   15.00  Cricket on the plein 

   17.00  Barbecue in church garden 

   19.00  Pakistani dance and music 

15 Sunday 10.30  Worship, 370th Anniversary, Choir 

   12.00  International lunch 

   13.00  Tea garden with tent 
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16 Monday 19.15  O.T. Survey course (through Tyndale 

Seminary) 

17 Tuesday 09.30  Book-group for mothers [Mum’s book group]

     (Creche room) 

20 Friday  19.30  Congregational prayer meeting (Lower Hall) 

   19.30  “Friends” international students’ reception 

22 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Harvest, Joyful Singers 

23 Monday 19.15  O.T. Survey course (through Tyndale  

     Seminary) 

24 Tuesday 09.30  Mum’s book group (Creche room) 

   19.45  Consistory meeting (Church house) 

27 Friday  12.30  Reading group (Creche room) 

28 Saturday 10.00  Rommelmarkt (for Living Water-Link project) 

29 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Guest preacher: Dr. Jember Teferre 

30 Monday 19.15  O.T. Survey course (through Tyndale  

     Seminary) 

OCTOBER 

01 Tuesday 09.30  Mum’s book group (Creche room) 

02 Wednesday 19.00  Alpha course (1) : “Who is Jesus?” 

06 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir 

07 Monday 19.15  O.T. Survey course (through Tyndale  

     Seminary) 

08  Tuesday 09.30  Mum’s book group (Creche room) 

   19.45  Council meeting (Lower Hall) 

09 Wednesday 19.00  Alpha course (2) : “Why did Jesus die?” 

13 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers, George Airomwanbor 
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   12.00  Soup-lunch 

14 Monday 19.15  O.T. Survey course (through Tyndale  

     Seminary) 

15  Tuesday 09.30  Mum’s book group (Creche room) 

16 Wednesday 19.00  Alpha course (3) : “How can I be sure?” 

18 Friday 1 9.30   Congregational prayer meeting (Lower Hall) 

20 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Choir 

21 Monday 19.15  O.T. Survey course (through Tyndale  

     Seminary) 

22  Tuesday 09.30  Mum’s book group (Creche room) 

23 Wednesday 19.00  Alpha course (4) : “Why and how do I pray?” 

25 Friday  12.30  Reading group 

27 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers 

28 Monday 19.15  O.T. Survey course (through Tyndale  

     Seminary) 

29 Tuesday 09.30  Mum’s book group (Creche room) 

30 Wednesday 19.00  Alpha course (5) : “How do I read the Bible?” 

 

NOVEMBER (some dates to note!) 

03 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir 

05  Tuesday  19.45  Consistory meeting  

     (Church house) 

10 Sunday 10.30  Worship,    

     Remembrance,   

     Sonrise 

   19.30  International Peace  

     Service,    

     ds. Aart    

     Verburg 
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NORTH SEA ROUND TOWN  

another successful Cultural Evening at SICR! 

Saturday 6th July saw a well-attended, varied cultural event enrol at the 

Scots International Church. A Jazz buffet, a Sax and Organ Duo, Scottish 

Dancing and a Jazz Concert made it an unforgettable evening. 

It was part of the start of the promotional program preceding the North Sea 

(Jazz) Festival. 

This conspicuous musical highlight takes place annually in Rotterdam and 

attracts world class jazz performers from all over the globe. The warming-up 

‘North Sea Round Town’ was a dazzling array of up to two hundred concerts 

during 17 days in a variety of locations throughout Rotterdam. Our church 

benefitted from the opportunity to have soprano Claron McFadden with the 

Artvark Saxophone Quartet perform their ‘Sly (Stone) meets (Maria) Callas’. 

As if that was not enough, Molly Foster, Erna Booman and others arranged 

this musical performance into another cultural evening. 

Starting just after five in the afternoon ‘Erna Booman’s Jazz Buffet’ was 

offered at a give-away price featuring a variety of tasty and delicious dishes, 

attracting a good crowd at tables in our Lower Hall. 

A Saxophone and Organ Duo followed upstairs in the sanctuary seeing one of 

our organists Jan-Hendrik van de Kamp and Ruud Bergamin on the 

Saxophone with a Jazz repertoire of music from Duke Ellington and others. 

Scottish Dancing followed in the Lower Hall, organized by the Taylor family, 

which arranged for an instructor from Leiden. Sounding almost like a drill 

sergeant this lady soon got people arranged in pairs and whirl round the hall 

with arms hooked and Scottish music blaring from the speakers. It became an 

engaging, entertaining and happily strenuous exercise. 
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Although the program so far was attended mostly by our church 

members and friends, the main event from eight in the evening 

attracted a small crowd from the general public. 

Claron McFadden, yes real Scots roots, actually wrote the texts and is 

an extremely versatile artist with an impressive track record. The four 

gentlemen on sax played the first set in blues style, after which Claron 

joined them and using the perfect acoustic of the sanctuary gave a 

thrilling performance. The whole evening was well appreciated by all 

that were there. 

Bob Hensen 

 

Calling All Cooks! 

 

In the past our church has made and sold several cookery books. 

Stocks are almost depleted and we are thinking about a new project. 

 

We envisage a collection of recipes that reflect 

the international character of our congregation 

as we are now. Also, our eating patterns and 

the kind of food we eat has changed from say, 

25 years ago, and a new cookery book would 

be more usable for the present time. 

 

We would LOVE to receive your favourite 

recipes – what you think is plain everyday 

food might be adventurous, exotic and 

exciting to your neighbour in the pew. Our 

only requirements are:  

 

1) write your recipe in English in the following format: list all 

ingredients first, in METRIC measurements, oven temperatures in 

Centigrade, and then describe the method. Include how many servings 

the quantity given makes (approximately). Give serving suggestions if 

appropriate. 

2) the ingredients must be available in Dutch shops (if only specialist 

stores sell the ingredient then maybe include the name or the kind of 
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shop so that others will know where to look: general supermarkets, toko, 

african grocery store etc. or give alternative ingredients that can be obtained 

here and that give similar results) 

3) it would be nice to include your name, and the country of origin of your 

and your recipe 

4) Please note that if you want to include a picture of your dish, make sure it 

is your own photograph and not something swiped off the internet. The same 

goes for the recipe itself. Copyright laws apply even for small publications like 

this one. 

5) send to georgeross@home.nl as a Word file or give it written on paper to 

George or Wil Ross in the bookstall, before December 1, 2013. 

George and Wil Ross. 

 

HUMOR (Sent by Ruth Vissia) 

A young woman went to her grandmother and told her about her life and how 

things were so hard for her. She did not know how she was going to make it 

and wanted to give up. She was tired of fighting and struggling. It seemed 

that as one problem was solved, a new one arose.  

Her grandmother took her to the kitchen. She filled three pots with water and 

placed each on a high fire. Soon the pots came to a boil. In the first, she 

placed carrots, in the second she placed eggs, and the last she placed ground 

coffee beans. She let them sit and boil, without saying a word.  

In about twenty minutes she turned off the burners. She fished the carrots 

out and placed them in a bowl. She then pulled the eggs out and placed them 

in a bowl. Then she ladled the coffee out and placed it in a bowl.  

Turning to her granddaughter, she asked, "Tell me, what do you see?"  

"Carrots, eggs, and coffee," she replied.  

She brought her closer and asked her to feel the carrots. She did and noted 

that they were soft. She then asked her to take an egg and break it. After 

pulling off the shell, she observed the hard-boiled egg. Finally, she asked her 

to sip the coffee. The daughter smiled as she tasted its rich aroma.  

The granddaughter then asked, "What does it mean, Grandmother?"  

Her grandmother explained that each of these objects had faced the same 

adversity -- boiling water -- but each reacted differently. The carrot went in 

strong, hard and unrelenting. However, after being subjected to the boiling 



Page 13 THE HERALD 

water, it softened and became weak. The egg had been fragile. Its 

thin outer shell had protected its liquid interior. But, after sitting 

through the boiling water, its inside became hardened. The ground 

coffee beans were unique, however. After they were in the boiling 

water, they had changed the water.  

"Which are you?" she asked her granddaughter. "When adversity 

knocks on your door, how do you respond? Are you a carrot, an egg, 

or a coffee bean?"  

Think of this: Which am I? Am I the carrot that seems strong, but with 

pain and adversity? Do I wilt and become soft and lose my strength?  

Am I the egg that starts with a malleable heart, but changes with the 

heat? Did I have a fluid spirit, but after a death, a breakup, a financial 

hardship or some other trial, have I become hardened and stiff? Does 

my shell look the same, but on the inside am I bitter and tough with a 

stiff spirit and a hardened heart?  

Or am I like the coffee bean? The bean actually changes the hot 

water, the very circumstance that brings the pain. When the water 

gets hot, it releases the fragrance and flavor of your life. If you are 

like the bean, when things are at their worst, you get better and 

change the situation around you. When the hours are the darkest and 

trials are their greatest, do you elevate to another level?  

How do you handle adversity? Are you changed by your surroundings 

or do you bring life, flavor, to them?  

  

Elders’ Retreat (by Bob Hensen) 

At the last Consistory meeting in July, the Elders made a round of 

personal concerns, in which each disclosed his or her views on issues 

as work, the church, Christian family life, and their very personal 

intimate feelings, worries and joys. This prompted the desire to have 

more time to talk to and know each other better. It was then decided 

to organize an Elders’ Retreat, which turned out to be a boat trip to 

the famous and historic Kinderdijk with its windmills.The event took 

place on Saturday 24th August and was most enjoyable and 

successful, despite the typical Dutch weather; overcast skies and an 

occasional drizzle of rain. Though not all could participate, there was a 

feeling of increased bonding which will facilitate the work of the 

individual Elders and of the Consistory in general. (See picture on 

page 14) 
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God’s sense of humor 

 

While creating women,  

God made a promise to men  

that good and obedient wives  

would be found in all  

corners of the world. 

 

And then He smiled ……. 

and made the earth round. 

 
Bookstall 

New items: 
 
Badge Church of Scotland 

(Burning bush) 15 mm. € 

1,50 

Plastic cover note pad with 

ballpoint (80 x 105 mm) € 

1,50 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 
3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Tel 010 412 47 79 scotsintchurch@cs.com Giro/ING 175187 
Fax 010 412 57 09 www.scotsintchurch.com SKG 699642620 

Birthdays in September 

 
01  Dirk Bouwman  
02  Johan Wagenaar 
04  Hank Meldrum 
04  Jim van Putten 
08  Liz van der Velden 
08  Michelle Essel  
13  Joost Pot (jnr)  
15  Ingrid Evovo-Belksma 
15  Stephanie Wenfua 
15  Bethel Ngiemah  
16  Chanté Fleming  
18  Fanny Mensah  
19  Jaco Jacobs  
20  Brendan van der Velden  
21  William Chapman  
22  Robert Calvert  
24  Kelly Bouwman  
27  Thomas Besong  
30  Shanon Fleming  
 

Birthdays in October 

02  Marion Brits  
02  Beryl Essel 
03  Benjamin Calvert  
04  Elaine de Zanger 
06  Cara Howe-Taylor 
06  Erica Wenfua 
09  Edwin Ettienne 
11  Felix Brits  
12  Ann Schuursma 
13  Flora van der Zwaan  
13  Natalia Brhel/Brhelova 
14  Oritsewenyinmi Stoutjesdijk  
15  Willemijn Gwanmesia  
16  Annemarie Smith  
16  Mavis Fleming  
17  Patricia Ewing  
17  Henny Vermeulen  
23  Matthew Lane 
28  Bilola Gwanmesia 
28  Thomas Paton 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Nicole Chai 

(Temporary Thursday ) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

   

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 

Nyomi Cairo 

lovelync@hotmail.com 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

Caretaking team 

Covener 

Harmen Rebel 

rebelharmen@gmail.com 

06 4503 7551 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

 Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


