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My dear friends 
 
Thank you for all the good wishes for my son Ben and Hannah’s 
wedding. We had a lovely day for the wedding in the north Bay area 
of San Francisco. It was the first holiday that we have had with the 
enlarged family for a number of years. The Calvert men were turned 
out in their kilts – which included Ian – as you can see from the 
appended photo. We also got to spend time to meet Hannah’s 
family and visit their church. The bride was stunning and Ben was in 
good form. His last words at the reception were: “This day is to the 
glory of God.” 
 
An amusing moment on the wedding day was when I followed Ben 
into MacDonalds for a burger before the service. The sight of kilted 
men was too much for one Mexican family who asked the older 
looking man for his autograph. Please forgive me (this was San 
Francisco) but I signed their slip of paper “Sean Connery look-a-
like.” They seemed happy to wave me off! 
 
San Francisco is a hospitable city that seems at ease with itself and 
the water around it. It is relates to the wider Bay area as Rotterdam 
does to the Randstad. We watched the Giants, last season’s baseball 
champions, but somehow they managed to lose 9-2 to Pittsburgh. 
We stayed about two hours north of San Francisco on the coast in a 
area of natural beauty with deer, seals and pelicans as our 
neighbours.  
 
But what moved me most and what I took back with me was the 
sight of the massive Redwood trees and limitless Pacific Ocean. The 

LETTER 

 

from the Pastor 
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majesty and strength 
in the giant Redwood 
trees were awesome! 
They spoke to me of 
a God who is strong 
and able to provide 
shelter. Like the story 
of how a traveller 
once sat down under 
a tree after a long 
day. In his relief, he 
cried out, “How glad 
I am to find you?” 

He was taken back when the tree responded, “What do you mean that 
you found me? I have been watching you for seven hundred years!” 
 
The Pacific Ocean with all its mystery and magnificence spoke to me 
of a God who is eternal but able to cover over our finite failings. God 
is deep and can only be fathomed by faith. Micah 7: 19 is often quoted 
to remind us of how through his love and mercy our sins our 
consigned to the very bottom of the sea-bed… and then with a sign 
saying “No diving” and “No fishing.” We are our own worst enemies 
when it comes to forgiving ourselves! 
 
You might think that I should know this – especially as I live next to 
the tallest building in the Netherlands and in front of the main water 
way into industrial Europe. Maybe it was because the ‘naturalness’ of 
trees and ocean, but I rather think it is simpler than that. We have 
need of fresh experiences to remind us what we already know. The 
truth of God is to be felt rather than just ‘telt.’ If God were to reveal 
all at once, we could not take it in. The God who made us for himself 
keeps giving us glimpses of how he is all-wise, all-powerful and all-
present. 
 
Your friend and minister, 
 
Robert Calvert 
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CONGREGATIONAL NOTES 
 
Sunday messages 
 
This autumn we plan to read through two letters of the apostle Paul that 
are side by side and yet offer different perspectives on Christian 
spirituality. The letter to the Philippians speaks to those living under 
many different pressures with the message that Christ is the key! The 
letter to the Colossians speaks to those living among many competing 
cultures with the message that Jesus is Lord! In September we come to 
the end of Mark’s Gospel. Thanks are also due to Irene Bom, George 
Airomwanbor and our summer student Debbie Dobby for their ministry 
in the summer.  
 
Harvest celebration 
 
On Sunday 11 September we plan to have a harvest celebration. You are 
invited to bring gifts of produce or for the household to recognize the 
provision of God. After the service there is an auction in the hall where 
all funds go the church. 
 
Reading group 
 
The next meeting is on Friday 30th September at 12.30 and the book is 
“Moab is my Washpot” by Stephen Fry…. more info from Norma 
Taylor. 
 
Welcome to international students 
 
Every year students come for a few months to a few years to study in the 
Rotterdam area. You can have an influence on their lives and make 
lifetime friendships by offering hospitality. If you are able to offer a meal 
to two or three students this month please let us know at the church 
office. On Sunday 18 September we offer a welcome and orientation to 
international students. We also support “Friends” who help many 
churches to receive students and this month’s mission offering is 
dedicated to them.  
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“Quiet Expectations” 
 
From 3 to 25 September Wilma van der Meyden (Paton) is holding an 
exhibition “Quiet Expectations” in the Douanehuisje, Govert van 
Wijnkade 52, in Maassluis. The exhibition of paintings, drawings and 
ceramics is open on Saturdays ands Sundays between 14.00 and 17.00. 
See www.crmmaassluis.nl 
 
Sympathy 
 
We were deeply saddened at the sudden death of Ian Vollema in July. 
Our sincere sympathies and prayers are with his parents Tjerk and 
Maureen and his children Sake and Bauke.  
 
Ben Calvert 
 
On Saturday 6 August, Ben Calvert was married to Hannah Hoffman in 
the Open Door Christian Church in Petaluma, California. They have 
moved into a small apartment in San Anselmo were Robert’s niece 
Rachel just happens to be the urban department’s Chief Engineer!  
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Witte de With Festival 
 
Guidebooks on the “De Wereld van Witte de With” are available from 
the church. This local international arts festival takes place over the 
weekend of 9-11 September.  
 
English study books 
 
Throughout September, study books (Cambridge certificate, commercial 
and English grammar) will be available for purchase from a table in the 
Lower Hall. 
 
What is the “Youth Group”? 
 
The youth group is normally for persons between 13 and 18 years old 
and meets in the attic room after the children’s message every Sunday 
morning. The only exception is the last Sunday of the month when 
everyone is encouraged to participate in the service. Our youth leaders 
are Jolanda Griesdoorn, Saskia Dorsman, Fayola Cairo, Rignalda 
Fleming and Jeroen Naaktgeboren. We use both Dutch and English – 
more information from Jolanda at 018 662 7074 and Saskia at 
sdorsman@hotmail.com 
 
Pickwick Women’s Club of Rotterdam 
 
This is a social meeting place for women of all ages and backgrounds 
with English as the common language. Activities include monthly 
meetings, gardening, literature, cinema, special lunches, book sales and 
coffee mornings. More information from www.welcome.to/pickwick.nl 
 
What is the “Cultural learning centre”? 
 
The Cultural Learning Centre offers opportunities for education and 
cultural development and the church house at Schedamse Vest 121’ is in 
multiple use. The Church office, minister’s study and room for caretaker 
person continue to be on the first floor. The ground floor is used by 
students and teachers at Hogeschool Rotterdam (and other parts of the 
building not in use). The idea is to offer new educational opportunities 
and research projects at the church in collaboration with others. “Thuis 
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‘op Straat” exist to make the streets safer for play to children and they 
will have an office room on the first floor. The upper room or ‘zolder’ 
will have an enlarged soft area (e.g. for the youth group and church on 
Sundays) along with a more confined computer area and meeting place. 
More news on these projects to come! The church gains an income from 
this and has an opportunity to influence lives. 
 
“Geloof, Hoop en Liefde” 
 
This month you are offered a beautiful book on “Belief, Hope and Love” 
to use or give away to someone in need of these words. It comes as a 
mission gift from the Protestant Churches in the Netherlands. All you 
have to do is to fill in the gift card available from mid- September and 
post it. 
 
National Youth Assembly 
 
Over 2 to 5 September Eunelda Cairo and Maxine Fleming will represent 
the church at the National Youth Assembly at Stirling in Scotland. Rev. 
John Bell is one of the leaders and the weekend offers young people a 
chance to discuss issues of mutual interest. 
 
Bookstall 
 
Most Sundays George and Wil Ross offer a bookstall in the church hall 
after the morning service. They have done that since 1st January 2000 
and deserve our appreciation and support. If you would like a particular 
book, they would be very pleased to order it for you (if available in The 
Netherlands). 
 
Pastoral care 
 
Whether for yourself or a friend with problems for which you might need 
a listening ear, information or referral, there is a pastoral team in the 
church. If you would like help, call the minister or church tel. 010 412 
4779 or Molly Foster 06-25538320 for further information. Pastoral care 
is also carried out regularly and informally by members of the 
congregation. If you would like to make occasional visits on behalf of the 
church, let the minister or Molly know. 
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Presbytery in Lisbon 
 
The Presbytery of Europe meets in St. Andrew’s Church, Lisbon on the 
second weekend in October. The minister and our elder Bob hensen will 
represent the church. 
 
Church garden 
 
Thanks to George Tettey who worked so hard to put the church garden 
in order. We plan to replace the garden gate and make the wall more 
attractive as it is more open to the neighbourhood. 
 
Rommelmarkt 
 
The Living WaterLink Project for Nigeria holds a ‘rommelmarkt’ on 
Saturday24 September from 10.00 to 16.00. Please come and support it. 
Contact Peter Agbasomba at 010 479 3933 / 06 1108 8834. 
 
Can you help? 
 
Do you have extra items in your home that you do not need? We are 
looking for pencils or pens, erasers or rulers, sharpeners or mathematical 
instruments, chalk and English dictionaries. Please donate them for the 
community school in Nigeria – for further details, see Norma Taylor. 
 
Herald newsletter 
 
We welcome stories, pictures, messages and advertisements for the next 
Herald newsletter. If you think you have interesting material, you can 
send to: editor-herald@live.com 
 
EO Visie 
 
The Evangelische Omroep TV newspaper contained photographs and 
interviews with Robert Calvert, Carla van Horssen and Changheng 
Poppelsdorf from our congregation on successive weeks in August. The 
focus on the interviews was on food, faith and living in the Netherlands.  
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CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 
 
September 04 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir,  
       Mark 15 
 
  05 Monday 19.00 SKIN-Rotterdam board 
 
  06 Tuesday 19.45 Council meeting 
 
  09 Friday With de With International Arts Festival 
     (to Sunday) 
 
  10 Saturday 10.00 Consistory meeting 
  11 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Harvest, Joyful Singers, 
      Mark 16 
     12.00   Soup lunch, Harvest auction 
   
  18  Sunday 10.30 Worship, Choir, Philippians 1 
     12.00  International Student Welcome 
 
  25  Sunday 10.30 Worship, Sonrise, Rev. I. Bom 
 
  29 Thursday 19.30 Introduction to “Christianity Ex
      plored” 
 
  30 Friday 12.30 Reading group 
 
October 02 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Choir, Philippians 2 
 
  03 Monday 19.00  SKIN-Rotterdam board 
 
   
 
  09  Sunday 10.30 Worship, Sonrise 
     12.00  Soup lunch 
 
  11 Tuesday 19.45 Council meeting 
 
  16  Sunday 10.30 Worship, Choir, Philippians 3 
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  18 Tuesday 19.45 Consistory meeting 
 
  23  Sunday 10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers, Philippi
      ans 4 
 
  30 Sunday 10.30 Worship, All Saints Day, Colossi
      ans 1 
 
November 06 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir, Co
      lossians 2 
 
  07 Monday 19.00  SKIN-Rotterdam board 
 
  13 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Remembrance, Sonrise, 
      Colossians 3 
     12.00 Soup lunch 
     19.30 International Service for Peace 
  
 
  20 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Choir, Colossians 4 
 
  22 Tuesday 19.45 Council meeting 
 
  27 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers, Youth 
     Service 
 
  29 Tuesday 19.45 Consistory meeting 
 
Every Week… 
 
Mamre reception for uprooted people – on Wednesdays 11.00 
 
Beta bible study on Thursdays (note the new day!) with discussions on 
“Christianity Explored” – dates to be announced 
 
Pilgrims’ bible study on Wednesdays – dates to be announced 
 
Young Adults’ Bible Study on Sundays – dates to be announced 
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Farewell 
 
Firstly, I would like to say a huge thank you to you all for the beautiful 
books that you gave to me at the barbecue.  It was a lovely afternoon 
and it was good to see so many folk there, although it was very hard to 
say goodbye. 
It has been a great experience being in Rotterdam and I have enjoyed 
my time at S.I.C.R. immensely, and one that I will remember for a long 
time to come.  I have learned a lot and been challenged and stretched by 
the experience of living and working in the city  It has been a pleasure to 
meet many of you in your own homes, getting to know you better and 
sharing food and conversation.  I have enjoyed too, sharing in worship 
with you and hearing your wonderful choirs. 
Robert has been a great encouragement and mentor throughout the pro-
cess.  I am grateful also, to all of you, for allowing me to share part of 
my journey towards ministry with you.  I pray God’s blessing on you all 
and will keep in touch. 
God Bless 
 
Debbie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DEBBIE’S SKYLINE OF ROTTERDAM 
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“Ik zal altijd een Schot in Nederland blijven” 
 
Under this title which 
translates as ‘I will always 
remain a Scotsman in The 
Netherlands”, our Reve-
rend Robert Calvert was 
featured in the Dutch 
Christian EO-Visie maga-
zine. 
The article portrays him as 
we know him: his calling 
as a minister, his concern with the diaspora and multicultural society of 
Rotterdam. No surprise that his love for football and fishing is also men-
tioned. 
You can find the article following this lengthy link: 
http://www.eo.nl/tijdschriften/visie/12176930/page/
_Ik_zal_altijd_een_Schot_in_Nederland_blijven__/articles/article.esp?
article=12597870  
 
“We are what we sing”:  
Operadagen Rotterdam 2011 
 
On Saturday, 21 May 2011 our church took part in 
the programme of the Operadagen Rotterdam 
2011. 
 
As none of our regular choirs was available, Irene 
Bom set up a “community choir”, which included 
about 12 people of all ages. 
 
The theme of our half-hour programme was: “We 
are what we sing: The songs we sing as a congregation reflect our faith 
and our faith community”. 
 
The programme was built up as follows: 
 
HYMNS/TRADITIONAL 
1. Welcome: All are welcome 
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2. Traditional Hymn: How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
3. Modern Hymn: Be still for the presence of the Lord  
4. Scottish tune: Spirit of God, unseen as the wind  
5. Solo (Dorothy Kingsale) 
 
LITURGICAL/PRAYER 
6. The Lord's Prayer (Sunday School version) 
7. O Lord, hear my prayer 
 
THEMATIC/CHURCH SEASONS (Christmas/Easter) 
8. Duet (Irene and Margriet: Man on the mountain) 
9. Christmas: Emmanuel 
10. Easter: He is Lord  
11. Easter/Psalm 148: Hurrah! Hallelujah! 
 
12. Close: Jubilate  
 
About 90 attended our performance. One of them made a video, which 
you can find on Youtube. Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=J_X6Ve3dqPI 
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ADVERTISEMENTS: 

The Council suggested that a page of the Herald could be dedicated to paid 

advertisements. 

This could offset part of the printing costs or just extra (needed) income for 

the Church. 

Church members or groups could have a reduced or waived fee.  

 GOD'S CAKE....   
  
Sometimes we wonder,  
'What did I do to deserve this?' or  
'Why did God have to do this to me?'  
 
Here is a wonderful explanation! 
A daughter is telling her Mother how everything is going wrong, she's failing 
algebra, her boyfriend  broke up with her and her best friend is moving 
away.   
 
Meanwhile, her Mother is baking a cake and asks her daughter if she would 
like a snack, and the   
daughter says, 'Absolutely Mom, I love your cake.'   
 
'Here, have some cooking oil,' her Mother offers.   
'Yuck' says her daughter.  
'How about a couple raw eggs?' 'Gross, Mom!'   
'Would you like some flour then?  
Or maybe baking soda?'   
'Mom, those are all yucky!'   
To which the mother replies:  
'Yes, all those things seem bad all by themselves. But when they are put 
together in the   
right way, they make a wonderfully delicious cake! '   
 
God works the same way. Many times we wonder why He would let us go 
through such bad and difficult times. But God knows that when He puts 
these things all in His order, they always work for good! We just have to 
trust Him and, eventually, they will all make something wonderful!   
God loves you.  
Whenever you want to talk, He'll listen.  
He can live anywhere in the universe and He chose your heart.  
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Birthdays for the month of 
September 
 
01  Dirk Bouwman  
02  Johan Wagenaar 
04  Jim van Putten 
04   Hank Meldrum 
08  Liz van der Velden  
13  Joost Pot (jnr)  
15  Ingrid Evovo-Belksma 
15  Stephanie Wenfua 
16  Chanté Fleming  
18  Fanny Mensah   
20  Brendan van der Velden  
20  Nina Kudlicka 
21  William Chapman  
22  Robert Calvert  
23  Sherilyn de Lange 
24  Kelly Bouwman  
27  Thomas Besong  
30  Shanon Fleming  
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays for the month of 
October 
 
02  Marion Brits  
03  Benjamin Calvert  
04  Elaine de Zanger  
04  George Tettey     
06  Cara Howe 
06  Erica Wenfua 
06  Nathan Kudlicka 
09  Edwin Ettienne 
11  Felix Brits  
12  Ann Schuursma 
12  Collins Schonewille  
13  Flora van der Zwaan  
13  Natalia Brhel/Brhelova 
14  Oritsewenyinmi Stoutjesdijk  
15  Willemijn Gwanmesia  
16  Anne-marie Smith  
16  Mavis Fleming  
17  Patricia Ewing  
17  Henny Vermeulen  
19  Victor de Lange  
23  Matthew Lane 
28  Robert Essien  
28  Bilola Gwanmesia 
28  Thomas Paton 

CALLING ALL SCIR FACEBOOKERS! 

We are now on Facebook, just search for Scots International Church 

Rotterdam or use this link: 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/Scots-International-

Church-Rotterdam/230829440267585 

I expect your comments and contributions. Ato Bob! 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Yabo Qian & Ruth Kraaij 

(Wednesday afternoon) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

info@acpcontrols.nl 

tel: 010 412 4779 or 

06 25538320   
Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Thomas Tanyi Besong 

ttbesong@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2205 9748 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden, Simeon 
Calvert and Teun Karreman 

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Jolanda Griesdoorn 

jolanda@fotografeert.nl 
tel: 018 662 7074 

Sunday School 

Nyomi Cairo 

lovelync@hotmail.com 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Richmond Mensah   

richmond.mensah@home.nl 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Secretary to the Council 

George Ariomwanbor 

georgeairos@yahoo.com  

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

 

  

  

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

 

Esther Abang 

abangesther@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

 Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


