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My dear friends 
 
College courses and school terms are now closed for the vacation. 
The Tour de France has been and gone. The North Sea Jazz festival 
is about to begin. The summer months are here! If you go away on 
holiday and visit another church, please convey our greetings and 
give them one of our leaflets.  
 
In our congregation, the choral/worship groups, Sunday School and 
youth group take a holiday until September. The young people and 
leaders visiting from the Steeple Church Dundee have just left. The 
‘Alpha’ course ended in May and a ‘Preaching’ course ended in June. 
In June we welcomed thirteen new members and then went for a 
picnic in the park. Last month what a joy it was to baptise my grand-
son – and more baptisms and a notable wedding are coming up! In 
July a weekly ‘Beta’ bible study (following the ‘Alpha’ approach) will 
be led by different people. George Airomwanbor will preach in July 
and Maarten Altena in August. We are blessed with these gifted men 
and give them our support.  
  
Last year we gave attention to the renewal of the church building as 
our financial situation became more stable. The roof inspection will 
probably take place over the summer. At the beginning of 2010, 
however, the BOC moved out of the church and that inevitably 
meant a loss of finance. As a constantly changing community, the 
Scots International Church needs to be wise in securing income and 
using its resources. There are possibilities of renting out parts of the 
building to bring income in. There are two houses attached to the 
church which were created as homes for a minister and a caretaker. 

LETTER 

from the Pastor 
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Recently we have been working on finding ‘new users’ (or, as I prefer, 
‘new partners’) to use this space that adds extra value to our ministry 
in the city. 
 
A proposal that is currently being investigated is about a number of 
institutions combining to create a ‘cultural learning centre.’ There is 
space for seminar rooms, a library, small offices and meeting places. 
There could also be rooms to rent out to people who are using the 
learning centre. There are educational institutions that would like to 
have an ‘outreach’ facility in the centre of Rotterdam. Such a place 
would provide contact with local residents, professional people and 
pastoral leaders of migrant churches. The centre would also be useful 
for the church. As well as generating income, this safe social space 
offers a place for people like you and me to teach or learn different 
skills. What do you think? Could you be involved? Have a good 
summer and let’s watch this space! 
 
Your friend and minister, 
Robert Calvert 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES 

 
 Worship 
Services in the style of Thomas Mass are planned for the last Sundays 
of July and August. The final two sermons of our series in Ecclesiastes 
on 18 and 25 July are planned to be more dialogical. We begin a new 
series of bible readings from the Old Testament book of Joshua from 
22 August. During July and August, Summer club offers children care 
and other activities. There is no soup lunch planned for the second 
Sunday in August. The Harvest service scheduled for September 12 
will be joined by our sister church in Bochum, Germany, as well as our 
own Joyful Singers. 
 
Mission Offerings 
On the first Sunday of the month, our mission offerings will be 
dedicated 
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in July to the Presbytery project (rescuing girls from prostitution in 
Cambodia) 
in August to S.K.I.N. (support of migrant churches in the 
Netherlands) 
in September to “Friends” (international students in Rotterdam). 
 
“Terrify No More” is a project of the International Justice Mission 
which seeks to rescue women and girls from forced prostitution in 
Cambodia. In late July the project and local police conducted a 
successful rescue operation in a remote and particularly cruel brothel. 
Twenty young women and girls were rescued and those keeping them 
enslaved were arrested. Social workers ensure that each victim receives 
the aftercare attention needed to recover from their ordeal. Such 
operations show that the sex-slavery problem in Cambodia is not 
hopeless but very big and depends on our support - not just financial 
but also in prayer. 
 
Samen Kerken In Nederland (SKIN) is an organization that 
theoretically represents up to 800 migrant churches in the 
Netherlands. A few years ago this church helped to found a daughter 
organization called SKIN-Rotterdam. SKIN helps in the development 
and adaptation of pastoral leaders and their churches to the culture 
and society. Unlike Western Europe where traditional churches are 
generally in decline, Christian ministries that are indigenous to Africa, 
Asia and Latin America are not only growing but also sending 
missionaries and representatives to Europe. SKIN attempts to help 
them to engage with local Dutch churches and local government. This 
month Madelon Grant begins in her new role as co-ordinator for 
SKIN-Rotterdam. 
 
“Friends” is the name of the Rotterdam branch of I.F.E.S. or the 

“International Federation of Evangelical Students” in the Netherlands. Over 
the years many have found their way to our church through cultural activities 
arranged by them. On the last Sunday in August Nebojsa Jovanov, a 
volunteer worker living in Dordrecht, will speak about their work in our 
Sunday morning ‘open spot’. Our mission offering will go towards 
subsidising the appointment of a part-time  worker in Rotterdam. 
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L and R platform 
For the last year Capt. Tjaak Bouwman has served our church with 
distinction as the convenor of the platform Levensbeschouwelijke en 
Religieuze organisaties Rotterdam (Religious and human welfare 
organisations). This newly created platform is the means by which the 
city of Rotterdam deals with churches and it is important that we 
continue to play a part in its development. In the future Maarten 
Altena will be attending some of their meetings on our behalf. Regular 
updates will be posted but take the opportunity to speak with Tjaak or 
Maarten if you would like to know more. 
 
Archives 
Norma Taylor and Maureen Vollema are looking after the church 
archives. Our records are much in demand by academic researchers 
and people investigating their family history, The records that go back 
before 1945 are stored at the Gemeente archives near Hofplein. 
Currently Norma is exploring with the National Archives of Scotland 
and the Church of Scotland about how they may be digitalised and 
made available on-line. 
 
Condolences 
 
It is with shock and sadness that we heard of the sudden death on 
Saturday 26 June of our former organist Christina Mandang (38). She 

played the organ and 
piano wonderfully and 
was very instrumental in 
helping this church use a 
variety of musical styles 
between 1998 and 2003. 
Tragically Christina was 
involved in an accident 
on the way home to her 
hotel and died a few 
hours later in hospital. 
She had been with a 
team in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan (U.S.A.), to prepare worship for the merger that created a 
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new global Reformed church organization that represents more than 
100 churches and some 80 million Christians. She was a very popular 
and much loved personality in Rotterdam. Her professor in Jakarata, 
Indonesia, said of her, “She was my best and most beloved student. 
It's a great loss for the Jakarta Theological Seminary, the Foundation 
for Church Music, for her family and for all of us.” Another colleague 
said, “Christina was very gifted, one of the finest Christian liturgical 
musicians in her country.” Our sympathies have been relayed to her 
family and to the Reformed Theological seminary in Jakarta where 
she worked. 
See: http://www.woodtv.com/dpp/news/local/grand_rapids/Visiting-musician-
loved-to-teach  

 
Congratulations 
Hip! Hip! On Saturday 19 June Mr. Hein Reuijl celebrated his 
ninetieth birthday and a card and gift was given in recognition. On 
Sunday 27 June we welcomed thirteen new members: Margriet Van 
Overbeeke, Els Calvert – van Dijkhuizen, Ambrose Orogun, Roy and 
Vanessa Hillier, Margaret Movor and Hilary Nwosu, Krystian 
Simonowicz, Silvia Scott, Joseph Giftson, Valana Wong-Si-Kwie and 
Yabo Qian. 
 
Farewell 
Owing to travel difficulties, John van der Vliet left us at the end of 
June to attend a Dutch-speaking Evangelical church nearer to his 
home in IJsselmonde. We have appreciated his enthusiasm for 
accompanying worship on the organ. We assure of him of our prayers 
and good wishes.  
 
Benefit Concert 
On Saturday, 19 June there was a brilliantly varied Benefit concert on 
behalf of the Living Water Link at the Opstandingskerk in Rijsoord. 
The concert raised about 1600 euros for the project in Nigeria and 
included a hundred-voice children’s choir from Ridderkerk, the Joyful 
Singers and a Chinese dance group. 
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Emergencies 
Through Dr. Caroline Kudlicka, the Council hopes to finally organize 
a team or outline of good practice to cope with medical emergencies, 
should they ever occur on Sunday mornings.  
 
Thank you! 

Sincere thanks to Mary Cox who came here to serve for three weeks 
(from the Steeple Church Dundee) and to Andrei Ostafie and Vasile 
Metu who were here for three months (from the Orthodox University 
of Iasi). Hip! Hip! Mary has just graduated as a medical doctor! 
 
Clean-up day 
Saturday 21st August has been set aside for a church clean-up day. We 
need everybody’s help to clear, clean and refresh the church building – 
please put in your agenda today! 
 
Visiting prisons 
Recently a Protestant chaplain in Dordrecht invited members of 
migrant churches to have two or three people to make occasional 
visits to prison services. Rev. Hanneke Atsma spoke with SKIN-
Rotterdam about the detention centre in Dordrecht closing on 1 
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August and its people being transferred to Zestienhoven by 
Rotterdam airport. There is of great value for people who have been 
kept in detention and who are not of Dutch origin. Anne-Marie Smith 
will speak this month about her experience of visiting similar services. 
 
Serving with CAREFORCE 
Opportunities for volunteering in Christian service through Careforce 
with churches and organizations in the UK. Successful applicants are 
asked to serve for a year and must be between eighteen and thirty 
years of age and be able to speak English. If you are interested, speak 
to Robert Calvert. A recent volunteer wrote this: 
 “My year has been one of the most challenging but exciting 
times of my life. It has met every expectation I had but in a different 
way to how I imagined and added others! I have been stretched out of 
my comfort zone beyond belief but grown because of it in so many 
ways. I have made friends, gained a family and have learnt so much 
about God this year. if you want to learn more about God and 
strengthen you relationship with Him, this is the gap-year for you! It 
has also given me a flavour of church work, which I hope at some 
point God might call me back to!” 
 
Baptisms 
 
We celebrated baptisms on Sunday 23 May of Sheretta and Robin 
Polley (given the baptismal names of Hannah and Joshua) and on 
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Sunday 20 June of Ian Thomas Calvert and Felix Dirk Knoester. 
“God’s promise is to you, your family and those who are far away.” (Acts 2)  

 
Bochum church visit 
On the second weekend in September we welcome friends from our 
sister church in Bochum, Germany. We need help with hosting them 
overnight on Saturday night 11 September. They will join us for a 
child protection training session on Saturday, a social evening and for 
our Harvest festival on the Sunday morning. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 

 
JULY 
 03 Saturday 10.00  Visitors of Steeple Church,            
      Dundee 
 04 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Communion 
 05 Monday 19.00  SKIN-Rotterdam board 
 11 Sunday 10.30  Worship 
 12 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
 18 Sunday 10.30  Worship 
 19 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
 25 Sunday 10.30  Worship, baptism 
 26 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
 30 Friday 14.00  Wedding 
 
AUGUST 
 01 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Communion 
 02 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
 08 Sunday 10.30  Worship 
 09 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
 15 Sunday 10.30  Worship 
 16 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
 21 Saturday 10.00  Clean-up day / barbecue 
 22 Sunday 10.30  Worship, 
 23 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
 29 Sunday 10.30  Worship 
 30 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
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SEPTEMBER 
  
 04 Saturday 10.00  Consistory 
 05 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir 
 06 Monday 19.00  SKIN-Rotterdam board 
    19.30  Beta bible study 
 11 Saturday 12.00  Visitors of church in Bochum 
 12 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers, Harvest 
 13 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
 18 Saturday 10.30  Children’s ministry training 
 19 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Choir 
 20 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
 21 Tuesday 19.45  Council 
 26 Sunday 10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers 
 27 Monday 19.30  Beta bible study 
 
DUNDEE GOES ORANGE! 
 
Twelve teenagers, five youth leaders and two Church of Scotland 
ministers spent four days with us at the beginning of July. The time 
trials and departure of the tour de France coincided with their visit 
and with the Netherlands doing so well in the World Cup. Rev. Alan 
Webster, who is a chaplain to industry and workplaces, came over 
early and met a number of key people, looking at the possibility of a 
study-leave project. Rev. David Clark cycled up from the ferry at 
Zeebrugge, preached on Sunday morning before cycling back avoiding 
the route of the Tour de France! During their visit we enjoyed a social 
evening and had the drum-kit out when they shared in worship on 
Sunday morning. They managed to visit the Kinderdijk (by boat), 
Cube houses, Euromast, Kunsthal and Photo-museum, and the Sparta 
football ground. Many of them sported orange football shirts and 
some even had the hair to go with it! Before leaving Schipol one 
Dutch woman took a photo of thee of them in kilts and the 
Netherlands football shirt. A big thank you to those who hosted them 
– Jim Bell, Molly Foster, Irene Bom, Margriet van Overbeeke, family 
Sullivan, family Calvert, Evelyn Koomson and Marten & Shari Altena 
– to the social team: Mavis Fleming and her family, Patricia Cuvalay – 
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and also to others who met up with them: Annemarie Fleming, Cara 
Myburgh and others. Dr. Mary Cox spent three full weeks here in June 
and the next stage in forming our link with them is for Annemarie 
Fleming to spend six weeks in Dundee. Goede reis, Annemarie!                                

THE 

KITCHEN-

BRIGADE 

THE GUESTS 

FROM 

DUNDEE 
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IN ACCEPTANCE LIES PEACE 
 
He said, "I will forget the dying faces; 
The empty places, 
They shall be filled again. 
O voices moaning deep within me, cease," 
But vain the word; vain, vain: 
Not in forgetting lieth peace.  
He said, "I will crowd action upon action, 
The strife of faction shall stir me and sustain; 
O tears that drown the fire of manhood, cease." 
But vain the word; vain, vain: 
Not in endeavor lieth peace. 
He said, "I will withdraw me and be quiet, 
Why meddle in life's riot? 
Shut be my door to pain. 
Desire, thou dost befool me, thou shalt cease." 
Not in aloofness lieth peace. 
He said, "I will submit; I am defeated. 
God hath depleted My life of its rich gain. 
O futile murmurings, why will ye not cease?" 
But vain the word; vain, vain: 
Not in submission lieth peace. 
He said, "I will accept the breaking sorrow 
Which God tomorrow will to His Son explain." 
Then did the turmoil deep within him cease.  
Not vain the word, not vain; 
For in Acceptance lieth peace. 
 
 -Amy Carmichael 
 
 ‘BETA’ BIBLE STUDIES 
 
Just as ‘Beta’ follows ‘Alpha’ as the second letter in the Greek 
alphabet, so the Beta Bible Study follows the Alpha Course as an aid 
to building faith in Christ. Every Monday evening, a theme or bible 
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passage will be presented – either by the minister or someone from 
the Alpha team and be followed by an open discussion where you can 
ask questions and share views.  
 
 
12  July I am the bread of life   John 6: 22 – 59 
 
19  July I am the light of the world  John 8: 12 – 20 
 
26  July* I am the good shepherd   John 10: 1 – 18 
 
02  August I am the resurrection and the life John 11: 1 – 27 
 
09  August I am the way, the truth and the life John 14: 1 – 11 
 
16  August I am the true vine    John 15: 1 – 17 
 
23  August  Overview of the Bible 
 
30  August*  How to have assurance 
 
06  September How to share your faith 
 
13  September Christianity and other faiths  
 
20  September Christianity and Science  
 
27  September* Christianity and Sexuality  
 
04  October  Christianity and Suffering 
 
Every Monday evening the door is open at 19.00 for coffee and light 
refreshments but on the last Monday of the month* the door is open 
at 18.45 for a meal at 19.00. The aim is to begin the bible study by 
19.45, the discussion by 20.30 and to finish by 21.15.



Page 14 THE HERALD 

 ROTTERDAM VISITS DUNDEE 

The Steeple Church, outside and inside 

The lunch on Sunday 

Visit to Arbroath Abbey 

Saturday night: International social evening. 
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Birthdays in:  
JULY 
02  Justine Brandse 
04  Mark Kudlicka 
04  Daniel Kudlicka  
06  Samuel Osei  
12  Charles Ashu  
17  Vincent Gwanmesia 
18  Maureen Vollema  
19  Olivia Poku-Polley  
20  Andrew Sondengam  
20  Hendrick Etienne  
23  Stacey Bouwman  
23  Efrain Cuvulay  
23  Sheretta Polley  
24  Beatrice Bestman  
27  Abunam Elmos 
28  Simeon Calvert  
30  Tjakko Bouwman  
30  Myron Etienne  
30  Evelyn Koomson  
 
AUGUST 
01  Mary Tataw 
02  Wisteria Cairo  
02  Jim Bell  
05  Lesley-Ann Calvert   
05  Eli Griesdoorn 
05  Virginia Hendriks 
06  Jan Ruigendijk  
08  Sheana Mac Donald 
11  Sumiko Hara 
14  Joost Pot (Snr)  
14  Joyce Mensah 

15  Ben Evans 
17  Sharon Cromwell 
17  Andrew Jarvis 
18  Jean Galloway  
18  Werner de Lange  
19  Beverley Bouwman 
19  David Brhel 
21  David Dziworshie 
21  Antoinette Huvers 
22  Evert Dorn 
25  Henriette Lane  
27  Jolanda Griesdoorn 
27  Daniel Oppong-Sarfo 
28  Max Ferdinandus 
30   Thomas Ewing  
 
SEPTEMBER 
01  Dirk Bouwman  
02  Ian Vollema 
04  Jim van Putten 
05  Marjorie Dossett  
08  Liz van der Velden  
13  Joost Pot (jnr)  
15  Ingrid Evovo-Belksma 
16  Chanté Fleming  
18  Fanny Mensah   
20  Brendan van der Velden  
21  William Chapman  
22  Robert Calvert  
23  Sherrilyn de Lange 
24  Kelly Bouwman  
27  Thomas Besong  
30  Shanon Fleming  
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Yabo Qian & Ruth Kraaij 

(Wednesday afternoon) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

info@acpcontrols.nl 

tel: 010 412 4779 or 

06 25538320   
Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Thomas Tanyi Besong 

ttbesong@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2205 9748 

Welcome Team 

Ineke Aghasomba 

tessca@hetnet.nl 

tel: 010 479 3933 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden, Simeon 
Calvert and Teun Karreman 

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Jolanda Griesdoorn 

tel: 018 662 7074 

Sunday School 

Nyomi Cairo 

lovelync@hotmail.com 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Richmond Mensah   

richmond.mensah@home.nl 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Secretary to the Council 

George Ariomwanbor 

airomwanbor31@zonnet.nl 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

 

  

  

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

 

Esther Abang 

abangesther@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team 

Bob Hensen 

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

tel: 06 1680 8505 

 

Hank Meldrum 

meldrum@xs4all.nl 

tel: 078 613 5688 

 Bookstall  and tapeservice 

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

The Herald 

Bob Hensen 

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

tel: 06 1680 8505 

Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


