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My dear friends 
2010 began with a bang! After the Council of Churches, we had the 
Presbytery weekend, Alpha course, Easter and five students on 
placement. Concerning the Presbytery I gave a special tribute to the 
Council that I share with you. In recognition of what you did to 
welcome them, this letter is followed by another together with one 
from the moderator of the Presbytery, Mrs. Alice Tulloch. 
 
Between now and July twenty people from our church will visit the 
Steeple Church, Dundee, and be followed by a return visit of a 
similar number. Anne-Marie Fleming will spend a few weeks in 
Dundee while Mary Cox will do the same with us in Rotterdam in 
June. Also looking further ahead…. the second weekend of 
September has been reserved for our Harvest festival and a visit 
(possibly one night) from our friends in Bochum, Germany. 
 
This year is also the centenary of the World Mission conference 
when churches agreed on the need to reach the whole world for 
Christ. Since then the planet has become home to many urban 
centres that are multi-ethnic and secular. In the light of this, we are 
reading through the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes on Sunday 
mornings. Many people have commented on how relevant this piece 
of ‘wisdom’ literature is for the 21st century with its secular outlook 
on life. 
 
“Ecclesiastes” reflects on a world where many live as though God is 
absent but still practice some form of religion. There is nothing new. 
Writing some three thousand years ago, the ‘philosopher’ of 
Ecclesiastes says: “I have been watching the way you live and the 

LETTER 
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things you say – now let me tell you about it.” So then he goes on to 
describe a world where God has been abandoned. 
 
Is there anything of which one can say, ‘Look! This is something new’? 
It was here  already, long ago. There is nothing new under the sun. 
(Ecclesiastes 1: 9) 
 
We seem to be on a journey but never actually arrive. It seems that the 
more things change, the more they turn out to be the same. Have you 
ever noticed the words on the wall of the “Willem de Koning 
Academie” beside Blaak Station in Rotterdam? They say: “I have to 
change to stay the same.”  
 
We all need a sense of significance. We all want to know that we’re 
doing something useful. For without meaning in life, the young 
generation may want to give up before they’ve even begun. And 
without purpose in life, the elderly generation is haunted by the 
thought that all their blood, sweat, and tears has been for nothing.  
 
Charles Taylor recently won the Nobel Peace prize for his mammoth 
book “A Secular Age” where he traces the history of secularism. It is a 
stunning assessment of where we are today and a must-read for all 
ministers, missionaries and all who want understand our times. In 
interpreting our secular age, Taylor describes the current individualistic 
era as the ‘age of authenticity.’ People find their own way and do their 
own thing.  
 
Even the use of one's own reason and experience to find God leads to 
a kind of spiritual individualism. Many of us who go to church live for 
‘the here and now’ which is what the term ‘secularism’ means. We go 
to work, pay the bills, spend time with the family, meet a few friends, 
but never consider that life is about eternity. Secularism offers no 
explanation for all our activity and busy-ness.  
 
Do you remember Freddie Mercury, the lead singer of the rock group 
Queen, who died of AIDS at the end of 1991? One of his last songs 
on The Miracle album was called: "Does anybody know what we are 
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living for?" This is the question to address today. No matter how you 
like to put it, the meaning is the same: 'What is the point of life?'  
 
Since Jesus has said: “I came that they might have life and have it 
abundantly”, Christians believe that God has a purpose for our lives in 
“the here and now” and wants to prepare us for the rest of eternity. 
We need a message of Good News for (what often feels like) a post-
Christian world. The only answer to the questions posed by secularism 
and the book of Ecclesiastes is real Christianity. Get to know the 
living God.  
 
Your friend and minister, 
Robert Calvert 
 

Reflections on the Presbytery weekend given at the 
Council, 6 April 2010 
 
Over the second week-end in March, the congregation gave hospitality 
to and welcomed the Presbytery of Europe. The visit of 
representatives of other churches used to take place every five years 
but now it is every seven years – the next one will not be until 2017! 
 
The Consistory planned well in advance of the weekend. Ruud Witte 
organised a guided tour of his town of Gouda, producing a colourful 
brochure and organising a church visit with headphones and lunch in 
the square beside the market. Bob Hensen put together travel 
information and publicity packs for all of the fifty-five visitors. For the 
Saturday social evening, Ato Cromwell came up with a list of twelve 
restaurants from which we eventually chose the Golden Tulip Inntel 
Hotel. In the end we simply could not refuse their generous offer of 
free use of the conference area on the top floor. The Scotland-
England rugby match was watched by a large number of the 
Presbytery in the hotel bar before the meal. (Even the 15-15 draw felt 
like a moral victory when Wilkinson’s kick was charged down in the 
final seconds!) Mavis Fleming and the whole social team planned three 
fantastic meals – which included menu cards for the Friday night! Lina 
Sebastian did a wonderful job co-ordinating all e-mail communications 
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between the presbytery visitors and local hosts. The folk from Lisbon 
even complimented us on arranging to them to have Portuguese-
speaking hosts. If only it were true! Many generously offered places 
for our Presbytery visitors and in the end we were not able to use all 
the offers of accommodation. The outstanding work that Wilma 
Paton did on our ‘Scottish’ pillars was finished in the time for the 
weekend and the presbytery was appreciative. I thought that the best 
sermon of the weekend was preached by Patricia Cuvalay following a 
vote of thanks by the moderator. After Sunday lunch Patricia stood on 
the steps of the stage and, on behalf of the social team, simply said, 
 
 Thank you. It was all out of love, all out of love for Jesus. 
 
After Presbytery departed I received this letter from its new 
moderator, Mrs. Alice Tulloch, which is printed it below with her 
permission. From Geneva, she wrote: 
 
 “I want to thank you and the congregation for the 
wonderful warm welcome and  generous hospitality you 
offered presbytery at the weekend.  I was impressed by how  
many people were involved in so many ways from singing in the 
choirs which added so much to our Sunday worship,  providing 
accommodation for presbyters, preparing  and serving 
delicious food, and all the other tasks.  It was inspiring  to 
see that  so many feel they can offer their gift to the 
church.  Such a positive atmosphere influences the presbytery 
meeting itself. 
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 It was my hope that presbytery members should be able to 
see for themselves something of the life and work of the 
congregation. I think that was achieved not only through the 
three young people who spoke to presbytery on Saturday and 
through Sunday worship but also through the active 
participation of so many in all the other  aspects of the 
weekend. As I know from my own experience that a presbytery 
weekend is a daunting challenge to plan and to carry out; thank 
you all for doing it so willingly and generously. I hope you can 
now have a  well earned rest! I now have to begin thinking 
about our next presbytery meeting in Regensburg should be a 
very  different focus with a new location and a new 
congregation. “ 
 
Elsewhere Bob Hensen has written about the content of the 
Presbytery meeting but thank you everyone for all your willing work 
and warm welcomes. Until 2017…! Robert Calvert 
 

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES 
 
We are delighted that Andre van der Velden (see the previous Herald 
for a full profile) is returning as property convenor. He has a lot of 
experience and will work with interested people who will form a new 
property team.  
 
Congratulations to the following parents on their new arrivals – all 
boys! 
Carla and Martijn van Horrssen – a son, Mathias Julianus on 9 
February 
Santee Kamara – a son, Wyatt Samuel on 28 March 
Licia and Frank Knoester – a son, Felix Dirk on 4 April (Easter 
Sunday) 
Els and Simeon Calvert – a son, Ian Thomas on 11 April 
 
We say a special thank you to our placement students who have taken 
part in services and church life. Andrei Ostafie and Vasile Metu 
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depart on 13 May for Iasi in Romania where they are studying at the 
Orthodox theological faculty at the University. Thomas Truman 
returns to his family and to Cornerstone College near Nijmegen on 29 
April. You have been a blessing! 
 
We still plan to renovate and rent out part of the church centre – but 
meanwhile a new church office space has been created and temporary 
space has been given to a Ghanaian welfare worker, an Eritrean 
support group and a post-box address for Somali people. 
 
Since the ‘swine flu’ epidemic seems to be over the worst, we are 
bringing back the option of the common cup in Communion services 
from May onwards. Since Easter Day coincided with the first Sunday 
of the month, we held a family communion service where baptized 
children were permitted to take bread and grape juice and all children 
who came forward received a piece of bread and a token.  
 

CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 
April 
Sunday  11 10.30 Worship, Sonrise, baptism, Ecclesiastes 1 
Monday  12 19.00 Alpha Course (Lower Hall) 
Friday 16 18.00 SKIN-Rotterdam Pastors’ Appreciation Day 
   (Lower Hall) 
Saturday  17 10.00 Meet with Taize leaders (Church centre) 
Sunday  18 10.30 Worship, Choir, guest soloist, baptism,  
   Ecclesiastes 2 

Felix Dirk Knoester (left) and Ian Thomas Calvert 
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Monday  19 19.00 Alpha Course (Lower Hall) 
Sunday  25 10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers, baptism,  
   Ecclesiastes 3 
Monday  26 19.00 Alpha Course (Lower Hall) 
 
May 
Sunday  02 10.30  Worship, Rev. I. Bom, Choir, communion 
Saturday  08 10.00 Consistory meeting (Church garden) 
Sunday  09  10.30 Worship, Guest preacher: ds. Gerrit de  
   Feijter, Sonrise 
Monday  10 19.00 Alpha Course (Lower Hall) 
  10 19.00 SKIN-Rotterdam (Church centre) 
Sunday  16 10.30 Worship, Choir, baptism, Ecclesiastes 4 
Monday  17 19.00 Alpha Course (Lower Hall) 
Tuesday  18  19.45 Council meeting (Church centre) 
Sunday 23 10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers, Ecclesiastes 5 
Monday  24 19.00 Alpha Course (Lower Hall) 
Sunday 30 10.30 Worship, Sound of Glory, Ecclesiastes 6 
 
June 
Wednesday 02 07.00  GIDS prayer breakfast (Lower Hall) 
Sunday 06 10.30 Worship, Choir, communion, Ecclesiastes 7 
Sunday 13 10.30 Worship, Sonrise, Ecclesiastes 8 
Saturday  19 10.00 Consistory meeting (Church garden) 
Sunday  20 10.30 Worship, Choir, Ecclesiastes 9 
  20 12.30 Picnic in the park (by Euromast) 
Tuesday  29  19.45 Council meeting (Church centre) 
Sunday 27  10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers, Ecclesiastes 10 
 

ETHIOBERHAN 
Greeting from Addis Ababa  
 
 As was mentioned in the Herald I was in Ethiopia in February where 
I had the chance to visit the sponsored children and had a meeting 
with Dr. Jember. The children are doing well in school  and more 
pictures will be shown in the presentation in October.  
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I was very happy to see 
the sponsored children 
however also sad to see 
many children still waiting 
to be sponsored. Thanks 
to your generous 
donations and the sales 
from the Christmas 
Market in 2008 and 2009 
we managed to raise 
€2057.87. This money 
raised helped to sponsor 

3 more children on behalf of the Scots 
International Church.  
The amount of €1875.00 will be used 
to sponsor these 3 new children and 
pay for 5 years of their education.  
Starting September 2010 the Scots 
international Church will be helping 7 
children by giving them education and 
hope for the future. The details of the 
3 new sponsored children will follow shortly.  
 
Also I would like to let you know that the foundation is also involved 
with helping mental handicapped children. One of the members of 
our foundation, Suzan Kiewit was in Ethiopia last year and helped 
them to make handmade products such as cards  from recycled paper. 
At the moment they are doing very well and have sold over 100 cards. 
Any  ideas to help these special needs children are welcome. If you 
have anything that can help  making cards or even possible 
decorations for the cards such as printed napkins let me  know.  
If you want to know more about the foundation and Suzan’s work 
please visit our website www.ethioberhan.nl 
       
 Menen Betre Tessema 
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A Labour of  Love    
 
It can't have escaped your notice that the 2 pillars in the entrance hall 
have been beautifully renovated!! 
Since these things don't happen on their own I know I represent you 
all when I say a special thank you to Wilma Paton for taking on this 
very difficult task and making such a success of it. She has told me 
that it took at least 70 hours and major problems were the type of 
paint and the imperfect roundness of the pillars which had to be 
camoflaged. 
Let's hope that this is a first step towards a new colour scheme in 
the decoration/restoration/renovation of the church. 
Finally: please look after it and prevent it being spoilt. The last one 
was done about 57 years ago! 
  
Stephen and Pam Russell 

 
2010 MISSION PROJECT   
 
International Justice Mission unites Presbytery & Guild in 
Mission… 
 
The Presbytery of Europe’s new Mission Project for 2010 is the 
International Justice Mission’s “Terrify No More” project in 
Cambodia – and, for the first time, this links the presbytery to the 
mission work of the Church of Scotland Guild.  “Terrify No More” is 
one of the Guild’s six projects for 2009-2012. 
 
Each year, the Presbytery adopts a mission project, and asks that 
churches throughout the presbytery – 17 in all, mainly in cities of 
mainland Europe, but also including Malta, Bermuda and Sri Lanka – 
consider focusing their mission fundraising and prayers on this 
project.   
 
At the recent meeting of the Presbytery, in Rotterdam, ministers and 
elders welcomed the proposal.  They heard that IJM’s mission has 
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developed as a response to God’s command to “seek justice, rescue 
the oppressed” (Isaiah 1.17).  IJM rescues people from slavery and 
forced prostitution in countries where they cannot rely on national 
authorities for help. Covert investigations are carried out by 
experienced professionals, who work with IJM lawyers and national 
police forces to free and care for the victims – and also to arrest and 
prosecute the traffickers.  
 
The work is difficult and sometimes dangerous. In Cambodia there are 
over 30,000 girls and young women who have been detained against 
their will and forced into prostitution – some as young as five. In the 
first year of the project, IJM Cambodia aims to rescue 65 girls and 
return them to their families or provide whatever aftercare they need. 
 
Presbytery Moderator Alice Tulloch said “We hope that this particular 
project will receive widespread support. Many of the churches within 
our presbytery have taken to their heart people whose lives need to be 
rebuilt after suffering from persecution, and – more directly – as a 
result of people trafficking. And to be able to do this in association 
with the Guild strengthens our links with the Church in Scotland.”   
 
The Guild is pleased to be linked with the Presbytery in this way.  
Guild president Betty Dunn said “The Guild is delighted with the 
support given to the project it links with through its Project 
Partnership Scheme – this additional support from our friends in 
Europe is most welcome as we all work together in Christ’s name to 
help the most marginalised in society’”.  
 
Links:   
There’s more on the presbytery website – www.europepresbyery.net – 
just follow the links to the Mission page.   
Guild mission projects are at: www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
councils/guild/gdprojectsijm.htm.    
IJM Cambodia’s updates are at: www.ijmuk.org/about/where/
southeastasia. 
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Bible Study Humor 
 
 LOT 'S WIFE 
 The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot 's wife looked 
back and  turned into a pillar of salt, when little Jason interrupted, 'My 
Mommy  looked back once while she was driving,' he announced 
triumphantly, 'and  she turned into a telephone pole!' 
 
GOOD SAMARITAN 
  A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good 
 Samaritan.  She asked the class, 'If you saw a person lying on the 
 roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?'  A 
thoughtful  little girl broke the hushed silence, 'I think I'd throw up.' 
 
 DID NOAH FISH? 
  A Sunday school teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot 
 of fishing when he was on the Ark ? ''No,' replied Johnny. 'How 
could he,  with just two worms.' 
 
 HIGHER POWER 
  A Sunday school teacher said to her children, 'We have been learning 
 how powerful kings and queens were in Bible times. But, there is a 
Higher  Power. Can anybody tell me what it is? One child blurted out, 
' Aces!' 
 
 MOSES AND THE RED SEA 
 Nine-year-old Joey was asked by his mother what he had learned in 
 Sunday School. 'Well, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Moses 
behind  enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of 
Egypt . 
 When he got to the  Red Sea, he had his army build a pontoon bridge 
and  all the people walked across safely.  Then he radioed 
headquarters for  reinforcements.  They sent bombers to blow up the 
bridge and all the  Israelites were saved.' 
 
 'Now, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught you?' his Mother 
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 asked. 
 'Well, no, Mom.  But, if I told it the way the teacher did, you'd never 
 believe it!' 
 
 THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 
 A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize 
one  of the most quoted passages in the Bible - Psalm 23.   She gave 
the  youngsters a month to learn the chapter.  Little Rick was excited 
about  the task - but he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After much 
practice,  he could barely get past the first line. 
On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front 
 of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous.. When it was his turn, he 
 stepped up to the microphone and said pr oudly, 'The Lord is my 
Shepherd,  and that's all I need to know.' 
 
 UNANSWERED PRAYER 
 The preacher's 5 year-old daughter noticed that her father always 
 paused and bowed his head for a moment before starting his sermon.  
One  day, she asked him why. 
 'Well, Honey,' he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of 
his  messages.  'I'm asking the Lord to help me preach a good 
sermon.'  'How come He doesn't answer it?' she asked. 
  

Presbytery at Rotterdam (by Bob Hensen) 
 
March 12 to 14 was the Presbytery weekend at Scots International 
Church Rotterdam. 
It was a great occasion for the Presbyters and all church members at 
Rotterdam. 
 
As a participant and common host, Ato Bob Hensen can say ‘it was 
an all round success’. 
 
We had wonderful words of thanks from the Presbyters, in fact the 
newly installed moderator Mrs. Alice Tulloch wrote a nice letter which 
you find elsewhere in the Herald. N.B. Alice Tulloch is the lady with 
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the red coat in the family photo. (5th from right, first row under) 
As for the Presbytery meetings on Friday morning and evening as well 
as the entire Saturday it was not just ‘business as usual’ but better than 
that. 
 
The Mission Committee meeting in which our minister and myself 
participated was lively and inspiring. Our minister’s presentation on 
migrant churches issues was well appreciated and received the 
recommendation to repeat this for the whole Presbytery at 
Regensburg, Germany in October this year. The Presbytery Vision 
Statement on Communication was adopted and a new Presbytery 
Mission Project for 2010 designated. Read more about ‘International 
Justice Mission in Cambodia’ elsewhere in the Herald. 
 
Saturday afternoon was dedicated to a request for consultation 
received from the ‘Special Commission on Same-Sex Relationships 
and the Ministry’ of the Church of Scotland at Edinburgh. This 
commission was appointed following the General Assembly of May 
last year at Edinburgh, where our minister and I were present. A case 
was brought before the General Assembly concerning the ordination 
of a minister of a church in Scotland who was in a same-sex 
relationship. The General Assembly did not reach a view on the wider 
principle of the ordination and induction of people in homosexual 
relationships and a special commission was appointed to report to the 
General Assembly of 2011. While this commission has started its 
work to find out opinion of a broad spectrum of all kind of churches, 
institutions and others, the commission also wanted to know what the 
various Presbyteries opinion is. We were given a comprehensive 
nineteen page document, outlining the issue with various possible 
considerations. Presbyters at Rotterdam deliberated on this document 
and their opinions were obtained by secret ballot on the options given 
in the document. Please note that this issue concerns ministers in 
same-sex relationship, not individual church members. The document 
of the special commission is available to church members on request, 
however only in electronic format. 
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Birthdays in:  
April 
06   Esinam Dzisworshie                         
07   Pelle Brits                                         
08   Roberto Raymond                           
09   Caroline Kudlička                           
13   Olaf de Zanger                                
17   Gladys Acquah                                
18   George Ross                                    
19   Emmanuel Asare                             
27   Joke Cromwell                                 
28   Robert Ewing 
29   Sumiko Hara                                   
May 

01   Klazina Rigters                                 
01   Alexander Cuvulay                           
05   Lubomir Kudlička                             
07   Fane Mensah   
10   Michelle Helena Sebastian 
16   Anna Bitalova                          
18   Patricia Cuvulay   
21   Rizal  Sebastian  
21   Mike Milne                           
23   Shawn Raymond  
23   Ladislav Brhel                              

24   Ineke Aghasomba                              
24   Gail Brandse                                      
24   Norma Taylor                                    
24   Samuel Mensah                                 
24   Yvonne Mensah  
24   John v.d. Vliet           
28   Anneke Mulder   
June 
01  Ato Cromwell  
03  Alan Aldus  
03  Hunter Smith 
05  Lina Sebastian  
06  André van der Velden  
08  Anneke Pot 
11  Janine Kooy 
12  Joanne de Zanger  
19  Hein Reuijl  
23  Ruth Vissia  
26  Rignalda Fleming  
27  Thomas Afari  
29  Isaac Dierx   
29  Michael Macfarlane Paton 
30  Peter Aghasomba  
 
 

THE BOOKSTALL 

Because of the Calvin Year we have Ian Manson’s book on Jean Calvin: 

“Calvin in context” for only 10,00 Euro. 

Sound system for hire 
The Ghana Seamen's Association has a 
sound system for hire.  
Those interested please contact Peace 
Acquaah(06-3851 0723), Emmanuel Asare-
Awuku (010-478 1904)  or Richmond Mensah 
(06-1506 5598) 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Angela Yabo Qian & Ruth 
Kraaij 

(Wednesday afternoon) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

info@acpcontrols.nl 

tel: 010 412 4779 or 

06 25538320   
Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Thomas Tanyi Besong 

ttbesong@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2205 9748 

Welcome Team 

Ineke Aghasomba 

tessca@hetnet.nl 

tel: 010 479 3933 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden, Simeon 
Calvert and Teun Karreman 

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Jolanda Griesdoorn 

tel: 018 662 7074 

Sunday School 

Nyomi Cairo 

lovelync@hotmail.com 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Richmond Mensah   

richmond.mensah@home.nl 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Secretary to the Council 

George Ariomwanbor 

airomwanbor31@zonnet.nl 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

 

  

  

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

 

Esther Abang 

abangesther@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team 

Bob Hensen 

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

tel: 06 1680 8505 

 

Hank Meldrum 

meldrum@xs4all.nl 

tel: 078 613 5688 

 Bookstall 

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

The Herald 

Bob Hensen 

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

tel: 06 1680 8505 

Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


