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I write these notes more than a month before Advent on an autumn 
afternoon when the area outside my home was closed off. A hospital 
helicopter, several ambulances, about ten fire engines and twelve police 
vehicles signalled that something had gone terribly wrong. I stood among a 
silent and horrified crowd that had watched a diver recover a body from 
the cold waters. A car driving into the river was all so unpredictable and 
shocking.  
 Advent and Christmas comes upon us predictably and less 
shockingly once a year. If we wanted to forget it, the shops and advertisers 
would not let us. This is all such a contrast with the first Advent and 
Christmas on earth! Even though it had been predicted some seven 
hundred years previously by Isaiah the prophet, the appearance of angels 
and their startling message came as a sudden and terrible shock to the 
shepherds on the bare Bethlehem hillside. 
 
Then an act of genocide shocked the whole town of Bethlehem when 
Herod slaughtered an unknown number of baby boys in search of the 
Christ-child. There is still a lot of this shocking and horrifying news 
around. Recall Christmas 2004 when the terrible tsunami in the Indian 
Ocean that caused 230,000 deaths in over 11 countries with Indonesia, 
India, Sri Lanka and Thailand the hardest hit. In the days of industrial 
Britain, the regular experience of death in Victorian times was no less 
crushing.  
 Human loss of life caused hymn writers turn to the hope of heaven 
– such as in Edmund Sears’ famous Christmas carol “It came upon a 
midnight clear.” Listen to his beautiful poetry:  
 
“And you, beneath life’s crushing load  whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way   with painful steps and slow, 
Look now! For glad and golden hours  come swiftly on the wing; 
Oh, rest beside the weary road,   and hear the angels sing.” 

LETTER 

from the Pastor 
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The failure to solve the problems of the world has shattered the hopes of 
twenty-first century man. We are less sure of peace than ever before. We 
have built a world of televisions and computers around us while our aches 
and anxieties lead some to suicide and others to a stupor in front of digital 
screen. In our cleverness we have become fools! The incredible folly, 
ignorant conceit and puffed-up egotism of the human race almost takes 
one’s breath away. 
 
So what do you clutch on to when the world 
turns upside down? Where do you find peace? 
“If only I knew it was true!” says the modern 
twenty-first century man! But while we are 
trying to work out what is true, the Christmas 
message that God whispers to us is: “God is 
with us.” He creeps up to us in our loss and 
speaks the oft-repeated phrase of Jesus Christ: 
“I am with you.” 
 During the Korean war a young soldier 
lay dying on a hillside on Christmas Eve. A 
marine chaplain climbed up beside him and 
asked, “May I help you, son?” He replied, 
“No, sir, it’s OK.” The padre looked down 
and he noticed a small New Testament in the soldier’s hand. It was lying half 
open and his finger was pressed against the words of Jesus: “My peace I give 
to you.”  
 
May this Advent and Christmas help us to reflect on what we most depend 
on. Both Lesley-Ann and I wish you a blessed Christmas and peaceful New 
Year. 
 
Your friend and minister, 
Robert Calvert 
 

CONGREGATIONAL  NOTES 
 
Alpha Course 
In 2010 we plan to offer the Alpha course for anyone in the church or 
English-speakers. This popular guide to Christian faith begins with a 
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meal, a video presentation and short reflection weekly for a ten week 
period. Dates and times are still to be decided. Consider how you can 
bring a friend to this introduction to Jesus and Christianity. It will be 
an enjoyable experience.  
 
Church guide 
A simple Church members’ guide is in the process being printed and 
will be available before Christmas. The guide will contain basic 
information about how the church functions and our values, vision 
and beliefs. It is intended to be used alongside the regular herald 
newsletter that contains more up-to-date information about people 
and events.  
 
International Service for Peace  
This annual service for Peace takes place on Sunday evening 8 
November and brings many different churches and choirs to our 
church. Please make an effort to come and show your support for 
peace in the world today. The colourful service starts at 19.30 and the 
preacher will be Arnold van Heusden. We need help in offering coffee 
afterwards and welcoming visitors at the door. Please speak to one of 
the elders or call the church office. 
 
Communion 
In the light of concerns about the flu pandemic, the Consistory has 
decided to suspend use of the Common Cup during communion for 
the next six months. Though everyone has a choice between the 
common cup and individual cups, we took this decision in light of 
medical opinion and advice from the Church of Scotland. The wine 
which was formerly in the Common Cup will be available in the first 
tray of individual cups and the second tray will contain grape juice (as 
we normally serve in individual cups). The Common Cup should be 
back in regular use for Easter in April 2010. 
 
Healthcare 
The previous decision is a precautionary gesture to prevent spread of 
any viruses. We also want to ensure that there is adequate soap, water 
and hand-towels available in the toilets. When you sneeze, please try to 
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use tissues and dispose of them appropriately afterwards. 
 
Presbytery of Europe 
Over 12-14 March 2010 it is our turn to host fifty members of the 
Presbytery of Europe. We need to know how many we can 
accommodate as soon as possible in order to advise those booking 
flights and making other arrangements. Do you have a spare room or 
two? Would you be able to host one or two members from other 
churches in our church network? Please speak to Norma Taylor. It is 
likely that they would need accommodation for Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights, but during the day they will be involved in the 
Presbytery programme. 
 
Voedselbank 
Following a request from the Voedselbank (Food-bank), we now offer 
a collecting point for registered persons to collect food parcels every 
Thursday afternoon from 13.00.  
 
“God and work” 
As a taster to finding out more about theology Master programme, an 
introductory course on one of the most popular modules: “The 
Theology of God and Work” will be offered in Rotterdam in 
December. Trainers will be available to discuss how to access to 
Masters education and dates of these sessions will be posted. 
 
Student placements 
The Orthodox University of Iasi in Romania has requested that we 
receive two students on placement in early 2010. Our minister was 
teaching in Iasi last May as part of the Erasmus training programme. 
 
Baptisms and new births 
In October we celebrated the baptisms of Preston Mutanga (11th) and 
Lily Poppelsdorf (18th). Our warmest congratulations also go to Carl 
and Cathryn Schutter on the birth of their son Zachary, to Gwen and 
Eric Wenfua on the birth of their daughter Bethel, and to our former 
members Michiel and Margreet Vermeer on the birth of their son 
Hamish. 
 



Page 6 THE HERALD 

Steeple Church Dundee 
A link with this 
enterprising city-
centre congregation 
on the east coast of 
Scotland is in the 
process of being 
formed. If you have 
any thoughts or 
would like to visit 
Dundee in 2010, 
please let us know! 
Rev. David Clark 

preached here in August and out initial attention is on organizing a 
church visit to Dundee in April/May and the live streaming of a 
Sunday service. Find out more about this congregation by visiting the 
website at www.thesteeplechurch.org.uk 
 
 
Property 
On Tuesday 6 October Rizal Sebastian and Frank Knoester provided 
further information to the Council who supported the proposal for a 
total renovation process of the church in four phases: Lower Hall, 
Muller House, Church Centre and Organ Loft. The downturn in the 
world economy and local conditions persuaded us that this is a better 
approach than a complete redevelopment. Further discussion in 
November will help to clarify details and the process but our 
objective is to provide excellent utilisable church premises for future 
ministry in the centre of Rotterdam. Wayne Evans is being engaged to 
carry out a number of essential jobs. 
 
Netherlands celebration of the “World Day of Prayer” 
The Council of Churches and Evangelical Alliance of the Netherlands 
will join us on January 17th for a special celebration of the “World 
Day of Prayer.”  
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Ben in Benin 
Ben Calvert returns from the “Africa Mercy” in Benin and Togo for a 
short visit to Rotterdam from 27 December. 
 
Giessenburg 
On Sunday November 22nd we will be visited by members of the 
confirmation class of the PKN church in Giessenburg. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 
 
NOVEMBER 
Sunday  01 10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir, Rev. J. 
     Pot 
 
Thursday 05 19.30  Bible study: “Remembrance” 
 
Sunday 08 10.30    Worship, “Sonrise” 
   12.00  Soup-lunch 
   16.00  North-West home group (Family Koka) 
   19.30  International Service for Peace 
 
Monday 09 19.00  Alpha group – meal & planning session 
Sunday 15 10.30  Worship, Choir, Guest preacher, Prayer 
     service 
 
Tuesday 17 19.45  Council meeting (Church Centre) 
 
Thursday 19 19.30  Bible study: “Peace, hope and love” 
 
Saturday 21 13.00  S.K.I.N. Market-place (Engels restau
     rant) 
Sunday 22 10.30   Worship, “Joyful Singers” 
 
Tuesday 24 19.45  Consistory meeting (Church centre) 
 
Saturday 28 19.30  Advent Carol-singing (Hoflaankerk) 
Sunday 29 10.30  Worship, “Sounds of Glory” 
   16.00  Outer-East Home group (Molly Foster) 
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   16.00  South-East Home group (Elisabeth  
     Dorn) 
 
DECEMBER 
Thursday 03 19.30  Bible study: “Fulfilment of prophecy” 
 
Sunday 06 10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir 
 
Sunday 13 10.30  Worship, “Sonrise” 
   17.00  Christmas Tea 
   19.00  Carol Service 
 
Thursday 17 19.30  Bible study: “The Christmas story” 
 
Sunday 20 10.30  Worship, Choir, Christmas Family ser
     vice  
   12.00  Soup Lunch and “Bake Sale” 
   12.30  Sunday School Christmas Party 
 
Thursday 24 19.30  Christmas Eve service 
 
Friday 25 10.30  Christmas Day service 
 
Sunday 27 10.30  Worship, “Joyful Singers”, Rev. J. Pot 
 
 
JANUARY 
Sunday 03 10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir, Cove 
     nant service 
 
Sunday  10 10.30  Worship, “Sonrise” 
 
Tuesday 12 19.45  Council meeting (Church Centre) 
   
Sunday 17 10.30  Worship, Choir, National World Prayer 
     service 
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Tuesday 19 19.45  Consistory meeting (Church Centre) 
 
Sunday 24 10.30  Worship, “Joyful Singers” 
 
Sunday 31 10.30  Worship, “Sounds of Glory” 
   16.00  North-West Home group (Family de 
     Zanger) 
 

 
BIBLE READINGS 
 
NOVEMBER 
1st  Mark 12: 28 – 34 
8th  Mark 12: 38 – 44 
15th  Mark 13: 1 – 8 
22nd  Revelation 1: 4 – 8 
29th  Luke 21: 25 – 36 
 
DECEMBER 
6th  Luke 3: 1 – 6 
13th  Luke 3: 7 – 18 
20th  Luke 1: 39 – 55 
25th  Luke 2: 1 – 20 
27th  Luke 2: 41 – 52 
 
JANUARY 
3rd  1 Corinthians 10: 1 – 32 
10th  1 Corinthians 11: 1 – 34 
17th  1 Corinthians 12: 1 – 11 
24th  1 Corinthians 12: 12 – 31 
31st  1 Corinthians 13: 1 – 13 
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The Bring Along Culture Club offers us the opportunity to share our 
cultural heritage and broaden our cultural horizons. Why not come along? 
And bring a friend. 
 
We meet on the last Saturday of the month, in the Creche (back entrance) of 
the Scots International Church Rotterdam, Schiedamsevest 121. 
 
Monthly Programme 
3.30 pm :  Tea and company 
4.00 pm :  Main activity 
5.30 pm :  What’s on in Rotterdam & beyond 
 
September’s main activity: African dancing 
Learn some typically African dance moves and dance to the African beat. 
 
October’s main activity: Experimenting with paper 
Paper is a very powerful and versatile medium for unleashing our creativity. 
 
For more information, contact Irene Bom:   
06-5257 6892  -  010-265 1703  -  ibsalem@xs4all.nl 
 
 

Bring Along Culture Club 2009 

  

February, 28 
  
Favourite poem(s) 

March, 28 
Drawing  
[a reflection] 

April, 25 
Music that makes 
me happy 

May, 30 
  
Storytelling 

Sunday, June, 28 
  
Haikus in the park 

July, 25  
  
  

August, 29th September, 26 
  
African dancing 

October, 31 
Experimenting 
with paper 

November, 28 
  
Xmas traditions 

December, 26 

The main activity is subject to change 
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Church outing to Nijmegen 
  
On Saturday, 3rd of October a large group of us got up early for a Saturday 
morning to go by bus to Nijmegen.  No chance of sleeping in the bus 
though!!!  We were challenged to use our brains with a logo "puzzle". There 
was quite a bit of exchanging, bartering and pleading for answers. However it 
is obvious we have some very clever members among our congregation, 
especially among the Fleming family who ran away with most of the prizes 
and Frank Knoester  managed to get the next highest score. the bus trip of 
nearly 2 hours seemed to race by. 
Arrival at MUSEUMPARK ORIENTALIS (Formally The Holy Land 
Stichting) 
We have discovered that Pam cannot count (shame could be the word for 
the way she completely confused the poor boy at the ticket 
office)  fortunately Stephen can count and we were all allowed in.  It is 
a widely stretched out park with many beautiful trees so the walks between 
the Jewish Quarter with the Synagogue, past the Bedouin tents and camels, 
arriving at the long street with all the Roman houses was very pleasant, even 
though it was cold.  The rain stayed away and the wind was kept off us by 
the tall pine trees.  Unfortunately the Arab Quarter around the large lake was 

closed off for renovation so the venue we had chosen to meet up for a 
picnic was changed .  It is amazing how inventive our members are at finding 
sitting places to eat.  However eventually many of them discovered the 
Roman Inn with a gorgeous roaring fire round the oven.  Teun obviously felt 
that the Roman wine that we had sampled in one of the games houses was 
not quite French standard!!!  Norma confidently told us she could read the 
hieroglyphics in the Egyptian house.  I wonder if she was right!! 
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    As a large part of the park was closed off we decided to return to the bus 
a little early to have a great big HUG.  If you are confused as to what a Big 
Hug is, speak to anybody that went and they will tell you.....or try to! 
    Rosita gave us a very good puzzle for the return journey and Corrine and 
Claude were the champions of this.  A copy of the puzzle is to be found in 
this Herald. As the journey progressed homewards singing started, and the 
nearer we got to Rotterdam the greater the volume became. 
    All in all it was a thoroughly enjoyable day.  My special compliments go to 
the children. They were wonderful. 
 
THE PUZZLE:  (The answers will be given in the next Herald) 
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Presbytery meeting at Lausanne 
 
The second weekend of October, the Presbyters gathered in Lausanne, Swit-
zerland for its regular bi-annual meeting. This meant that representatives, 
Minister and Elder of the fourteen churches of the Presbytery of Europe 
(including Colombo and Bermuda), made their way to Lausanne. In addition 
there were other elders, members because of their functions for the Presby-
tery and other (some retired) ministers, all together a group of almost fifty 
people. 
The Kirk in Lausanne was founded in 1876 and the church built, dedicated 
in 1877, after a design by a famous French architect. They have a four story 
church hall and office next to the church, of which one floor is rented out 
and one used as the manse. 
The meetings on Friday and Saturday took place in the church and dealt with 
a number of administrative and institutional matters. Reports were given by 
the business, mission, financial, superintendence and Education and Training 
committees, which had met earlier on Friday morning. Work with Young 
People, Child Friendly Church Programme, Holy Communion and Renewal 
of the Church as well as some reports from the General Assembly of last 
may in Edinburgh were interesting topics. 
Rev. Jim Sharp acted as Interim Moderator for this Presbytery, while Elder 
Alice Tulloch was appointed as the new Moderator. 
 

 
Christmas Plum Pudding recipe (by Mrs Beeton, 1861) 
 
Ingredients: 
1–1/2 lb. of raisins, 1/2 lb. of currants, 1/2 lb. of mixed peel, 3/4 lb. of 

bread crumbs, 3/4 lb. of suet, 8 eggs, 1 
wineglassful of brandy. 
Method: 
Stone and cut the raisins in halves, but do 
not chop them; wash, pick, and dry the 
currants, and mince the suet finely; cut the 
candied peel into thin slices, and grate 
down the bread into fine crumbs. When 
all these dry ingredients are prepared, mix 
them well together; then moisten the 
mixture with the eggs, which should be 
well beaten, and the brandy; stir well, that 
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everything may be very thoroughly blended, and press the pudding into a 
buttered mould; tie it down tightly with a floured cloth, and boil for 5 or 6 
hours. It may be boiled in a cloth without a mould, and will require the same 
time allowed for cooking. As Christmas puddings are usually made a few 
days before they are required for table, when the pudding is taken out of the 
pot, hang it up immediately, and put a plate or saucer underneath to catch 
the water that may drain from it. The day it is to be eaten, plunge it into 
boiling water, and keep it boiling for at least 2 hours; then turn it out of the 
mould, and serve with brandy-sauce. On Christmas-day a sprig of holly is 
usually placed in the middle of the pudding, and about a wineglassful of 
brandy poured round it, which, at the moment of serving, is lighted, and the 
pudding thus brought to table encircled in flame. 
Time.—5 or 6 hours the first time of boiling; 2 hours the day it is to be 
served. 
Sufficient for a quart mould for 7 or 8 persons. 
Seasonable on the 25th of December, and on various festive occasions till 
March. 
 
Reading Group 
 
The Reading Group began with small beginnings just before the summer 
when we had a Meeting in May and June. At our first meeting we met at 
Anna’s house and had a wonderful lunch while we discussed the book. At 
our next meeting we met in the crèche room and again shared food. 
In September we welcomed a new member, my friend Mary, a fellow Scot 
who does not come to church. In our October meeting Chandra will also 
join us.  
The idea of a Reading group is very simple. Each month we meet to discuss 
a book that, hopefully, all of us has read. We share some food that we have 
brought along. The meeting lasts about one and a half hours. Mostly the 
books will be available in the local library or we lend the book around the 
group. This means that no cost is involved. As much as possible we try to 
choose a book which is in many languages so that no matter what you first 
language is you can read the book in your mother tongue. 
I am really enjoying the monthly meetings and welcome all who have a 
passion for literature. The variety of books is gloriously mixed. At present 
we meet on the last Friday of the month in the crèche room at 12.30 
My email is j_taylor@versatel.nl if you have any questions 
 
Norma Taylor 
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Birthdays:  
November 
01  Bob Hensen 
02  Gilberto Fleming  
02  Betty Polley  
05  Irene van Ginkel  
06  Alison Jarvis  
06  Wil Ross  
10  Corina van der Laan  
11  Herman Schoneville 
15  Elizabeth Adzra  
17  Denis Galloway  
21  Eunelda Cairo  
24  Meriam van der Velden  
27  Wim Griesdoorn  
29  Myrna Raymond  
 
December 
01  Daniel Calvert  
03  Rebecca Taylor  
04  Shannon MacDonald  
08  Martha Bestman-Wallace 
15  Kenneth MacDonald  
17  Menen Tesema-Betre  
17  James Essel  

19  Richmond Mensah  
22  Janette van de Ben  
23  Dominic de Lange  
24  Pam Russell-Knott  
24  Isabella Snoren 
28  Robin Polley  
31  Calvin Ruvdberg 
 
January 
01   Helena Brhel/Brhelova 
01   Jana Brhel/Brhelova 
03   Cindel Fleming                        
04   Sean Luc de Lange       
06   Peace Acquaah                                     
09   Maarten Brandse                                  
10   Florence Foyat-Bergna                         
10   Irene Bom                                            
12   Mildred Asare-Awuku                        
15   Meindert Gast                               
16   Christilito Cuvulay                              
18   Lee Bouwman                                      
20   John Dossett                                         
23   Zoë Calvert                                           
26   Cor Vermeulen                                     
30   Julia Gwanmesia                                  

THE BOOKSTALL 

From the first Sunday in November we will sell 

Christmascards. 

 

Of course we have different examples of the Holy Bible 

(New International Version) and Children’s Bibles. 

 

Because of the Calvin Year we have Ian Manson’s book on 

Jean Calvin: “Calvin in context” for only 10,00 Euro. 

Looking for a small Christmas Present? See the spoons, 

ballpoints and mugs of the Scots International Church. 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

Church Administrator 

Elizabeth Dorn 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

info@sugarnspice.nl 

tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Thomas Besong 

ttbeson@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2205 9748 

 

Welcome Team 

Ineke Aghasomba 

tessca@hetnet.nl 

tel: 010 479 3933 

 

Recording 

John Dossett 

tel: 0180 524 026 

 

Church Beamer 

Andre van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 010 415 83567 

Youth group 

Jolanda Griesdoorn 

tel: 018 662 7074 

Rignalda Fleming 

Sunday School 

Nyomi Cairo 

lovelync@hotmail.com 

tel: 010 477 6066 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

maaike.vander.eerden@rws.nl 

  

Secretary to the Consistory 

Richmond Mensah   

richmond.mensah@home.nl 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

Secretary to the Council 

George Ariomwanbor 

airomwanbor31@zonnet.nl 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

 

Property 

Martijn van Horssen 

mvhorssen@burgland.nl 

Rizal Sebastian 

property_sicr@hotmail.com 

  

  

  

 

  

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

  

Social Team 

Wisteria Cairo 

w.rawlins@erasmusmc.nl 

tel: 010 477 6066 

Esther Abang 

abangesther@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team 

Bob Hensen 

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

tel: 06 1680 8505 

Hank Meldrum 

meldrum@xs4all.nl 

tel: 078 613 5688 

  

Bookstall 

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

  

The Herald 

Bob Hensen 

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

tel: 06 1680 8505 

 

  

Church Website 

Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

tel: 010 265 1703 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


