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LETTER

from the pastor
My dear friends

This 'briefer-than-usual' summer newsletter is available for you to give away to people
locally or when you are on holiday and visiting other churches. Please bring greetings
from the Scots International Church in Rotterdam. In August I will be traveling with four
other members of our church to follow in the footsteps of St.Patrick, St. Columba and St.
Cuthbert. By traveling through Armagh (Northern Ireland), Iona (Western Scotland) and
Lindisfarne (Northern England), we want to learn from the Celtic spirituality of the 5th &
6th centuries.

One theme in Celtic spirituality relevant for today is to think of life as a spiritual journey.
The Celtic missionaries had a sense of traveling inwardly and 'in the Spirit'. One of the
so-called 'Desert Fathers' in the 4th century in Europe, called Serapion the Sidonite, made
a pilgrimage to Rome. Here he was told about a famous hermit, a woman who only lived in
one room and never went outside. Sceptical about this way of life, Serapion decided to visit.
When asked: "Why are you sitting here?" she replied: 'Tm not sitting. I am on a journey:'

Our situation, according to early Christian leaders, is to be like the Israelite people in
the desert of Sinai. We are to live in tents, not houses. Frequently it is our desire for
material security and safety that motivates us. We are to live in the present, not in the past.
Frequently we do not leave the past behind but clasp on to it. Our fears for the future are
fed by what we think are the safe ways of the past. "I am not sitting. I am on a journey:'
All Christians could apply these words to themselves. To be a follower of Christ is to travel
through the inward space of the heart, a journey out of time into eternity.

1 think that Henri Nouwen has revived this idea that has never really been absent from
Christianity. The first followers of Jesus were known as "people of the Way". In one of his
titles "The Inner Voice of Love", he repeatedly refers to returning to the road of freedom
and moving towards full incarnation. The spiritual journey is an inner one that affects our
attitudes and relationships.
Aprayer:
"Lead me from that which binds to that which frees;
Lead me from that which cramps to that which creates,
Lead me from that which lies to that which speaks truth,
Lead me from that which blights to that which ennobles.
Lead me from that which hides to that which celebrates;
Lead me from that which fades to that which endures."

Your friend and minister, Robert Calvert
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NEWS

from the minister (part 1)
Dear Friends

When my children were small they were given a CD with songs sung by the Dutch
Christian singers Elly and Rickert. One of these songs has always been a favourite of mine
and though it was written for children, has helped me through many a difficult time.

The song is called "A pearl in God's hand" and was written by Gerald Troost.
The chorus goes something like this:
Do you know that the Pather loves you
Do you know that you are of value
Do you know that you are a pearl
A pearl in the hand of God

Knowing we are a pearl in God's hand is essential for us if we want to survive in a world
where things don't always go the way we expect. The harder our life is, the more important
it is that we hold on to that knowiedge.

That to me has been one of the roles of the play Status. Of course one of the intentions
of producing this play, was to make sure outsiders would know about the struggles asylum
seekers face. About the reasons for leaving their countries and about the life they have left
behind. At the same time the idea was to give the people involved, people who day in day
out experience rejection of some form or another, the self-worth that they have lost.

When I now look at those people, many of whom were depressed a year ago, and see their
straight backs and the smiles on their faces, when I he ar them sing and see them act, I
know that they feel valued that they have found their pride again. I also thank God who
through the love and care of Stefan and Annelies, the producers of the play, has shown
these vulnerable men and women that they are pearls in His hand.

Though most of us are not asylum seekers, we all need to hear that we are pearls in God's
hand. Not just in times of sorrow and despair, but every day when we are at the office doing
our job, or when we are at home cleaning and looking after the children. Knowing th at we
are pearls in God's hands should bring a smile on our faces and give us a feeling of security.
It should affect the way we live and work, the way we face the hardships life brings and the
way we encourage and support the people around us.

Do you know that you are a pearl in God's hand?
May God bless you all
Joanne
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ON PASTORAL CARE

As a Presbyterian congregation of the Church of Scotland, we try to serve the English
speaking people of Zuid-Holland (the congregation contains some of the most far flung
households of any church in the Presbytery of Europe). As an international community
we are likely to be different from any church you belonged to you when you were young.
It is mixed and diverse, unlike most homogenous churches that we grew up in! We are
talking about different people from different cultures who have different expectations.
For example, in some cultures, church members expect the minister to be at their door
regularly and often (whether on their birthday or as a social call), while others do not
(theyare aften away or rarely at home together). Pastoral visitation tends to concentrate
upon matters concerning: (1) same event or crisis, (2) newvisitors or spiritual enquiry, (3)
trans-cultural relationships, or (4) the church as an organization. There are regular visits
over baptisms, confirmations and weddings, though I am glad to say fewer for funerals. We
also receive many calls from people and organizations in the Netherlands. Some may be
going through a crisis, others are just asking questions or making contact. I normally try
to respond to requests immediately and sometimes may surprise those whose home I have
never visited before!

As your pastor, I am available to you. You can call the church office (010-412 4779 where
you can also leave a message), my mobile number (0620974849), my home (010-220
4199) or e-mail to:scotsintchurch@cs.com

The church was never meant to be a kind of'one man band' and the elders have their own

pastoral areas and they are also available to you. Erna Booman and Isaac Dierx are leading
the pastoral team. If you want to know your elder, it really depends on where you live.

Mrs. Kirsteen Allan

Mrs. Erna Booman

Mr. Richmond Mensah

Mr. Hunter Smith

Mr. Andre van der Velden

Mr. Isaac Dierx

Mr. Emmanual Asare-Awuku

Outer East (Capelle, Krimpen, Oudekerk)

Outer North (Hillegersberg, Overschie)

Inner West (Delfshaven, Spangen, Marconiplein)

Inner North (Blijdorp, Centrum, Oude Noord, Crooswijk)

Inner East (Oostplein, Kralingen)

North East (Ommoord, Bleiswijk, Berkel, Gouda, Bergschenhoek,

Inner South (Charlois, Feijenoord, Ijsselmonde)

South West (Rhoon, Spijkenisse, Hoogvliet, Geervliet)

Deep South (Roosendaal, Zeeland, Ettenleur, Breda)

Far North (Den Haag, Leiden, Wassenaar)

Mrs. Kirsteen Allan

Nieuwekerk, Zevenhuizen)

Mr. Lubomir Kudlicka

North West (Schiedam, Delft, Vlaardingen, Maasluis, Maasland) Mr. Ato Cromwell

South East (Ridderkerk, H.I.Ambacht, Zwijndrecht, Barendrecht, Oud-Beijerland)
Mrs. Elisabeth Dorn-Lee

Mr. Patrick Ovensehi
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At the moment we have eleven elders and this is the reason why Kirsteen Allan (at the
moment) is doubling up! It is also likely that we will make some adjustments to Patrick
Ovensehi's pastoral area of Rotterdam South where the number of church contacts is too
large. We are also encouraging elders to work with deacons and others in the church with
pastoral gifts. All of the elders take their responsibilities seriously and we should remember
that they also have busy lives. Remember that all church members have a spiritual
responsibility and the New Testament describes 'the priesthood of all believers.'

SHORT NOTES
After a barbecue outside the minister's home on the Noordereiland, asurnmer

fellowship plans to meet again. If you want to join in or have any ideas, please call Mrs.
Licia Knoester (010-453 1918) or Mrs. Jeanette Gaikwad (06-4529 4276).

On the following Sundays in September there will be a practice for the children's choir
after the church service: 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd. We are planning to sing in the service on
Sunday September the 30th.

After nine years as Child Protection Co-ordinator in the church, Mrs. Patricia Ewing
is handing over the responsibilities to Mr. Isaac Dierx (010- 421 2853). We take the child
protection scheme very seriously as a way of ensuring a high standard of childcare in the
church premises.

We saya sincere and fond farewell to ane of our organists / pianists after Sunday 29th
July when Yong-In will be returning to Korea. We have been blessed by your versatility and
wil! miss you!

Brian Turnbow, our intern from North Park Theological Seminary in Chicago, will be
returning to the U.S. an 23rd August after seven months. Brian wil! begin a new role as a
university chaplain / counselor and we hope to follow his developments in years to come!

Congratulations to Chan Heng and Frank on their marriage on Wednesday 25th July.

The elders and deacons together with the ministers are working hard to respond
positively and quickly to the recommendations made by the Presbytery team led by Rev.
David Morris in June. More details in the next issue of the 'HeraId'.

Mr. Jim Taylor (071-362 5835) has been asked to be the new church treasurer. He will
work closely with an executive group (Mr. Andrew Jarvis (010-521 6165) and Mr. Fred
Booman (010-4367769)) and the finance team. We are extremely grateful for the services
of Mr. Maarten Brandse, Mr. Jan Ruigendijk and Mr. Denis Galloway.

If you can help with music in Sunday School from September, please contact the
church office (010-4124779) or Ms. Nyomi Cairo (010-477 6066). Teachers - please note
that the new 'Seasons of the Spirit' resource material has arrived.
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In August, the church will officially give up the apartment at Calandstraat 3a and we
would be glad of helping hands after 23rd August. The new church office will become the
small room (immediate right on the first fIoor of Schiedamse Vest 121) and the minister's
study will be the old church office.

A 'home group' is being set up in South-East Rotterdam (Beverwaard / IJsselmonde)
to provide fellowship and care. To find out more, you can contact families Gwanmesia,
Bouwman, Enow, Aghasomba, or Brian Turnbow / Robert Calvert.

The Mamre play'Status' has new performances on the 18th, 19th and 20th of October.
Book your tickets now to avoid disappointment (rel. Rotterdams Wijktheater 010-4230192).

An evening of'classical music' is being planned for Saturday the 22nd of September. If
you can participate or help in any way, please contact Ms. Anneke Pot (0180-420 894) or
Gabriella Balke-Budai (035-656 4162)

Wednesday evening bible studies at 19.30 at the church centre in August are on:
August Ist John August 22nd Hebrews
August 15th Ephesians August 29th Revelation

We are very grateful to MI. Hein Reuijl for sending in this poem fol!owing a recent serman on Mary
and Martha (Luke 10 v. 38-42). Do you think that Martha gets a poor press in the scriptures?

Lord of al! pots and pans and things,
since I've na time to be

a saint by doing lovely things,
of watching late with thee,
or dreaming in the dawn light,
or storming Heaven's gates.
Make me a saint by getting meals,
and washing up the plates.

Although 1 must have Martha's hands,
I have a Mary mind;
And when I black the boots and shoes,

Thy sandals, Lord, I find.
I think of how they trod the earth,
what time I scrub the fiOOL

Accept this meditation, lord,
I haven't time for more.
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Warm al! the kitchen with Thy love
and light it with Thy peace;
Forgive me al! my worrying,
and make all grumbling cease.
Thou who didst love to give men food
in room or by the sea,
Accept this service that I do,
I do it Lord unto Thee.



NEWS

from the minister (part 2)

Luke 11 v. 13-21
Hebrews 11 v. 1-16
Hebrews 11 v. 29 - 12 v. 2
Luke 13 v. 10-17

Dear Friends

By the time you read this I will have lead my last service as Associate Community Minister in
the SICR. Indeed on the first of September my 3 year contract will have come to an end, and
the financial situation of the church does not make it possible to renew or extend this contract.

However the major part of my role as Community minister was always taken up by the
Mamre project for asylum seekers. It is hoped that a new Mamre-only contract will be
signed at the end of this year and I certainly hope that through the Mamre project I will
still be in touch with many of you.

Over the last three years I have come to appreciate the diversity of people and gifts that
make the SICR a very special place. 1have been touched by the importance your church
has in your life. I hope you will continue to do everything you can to make this church a
welcoming place, a house where aU are welcome.

There are bound to be times when construction materials are in short supply, or times
when the builders are tired, but I hope your aim will always be to build a house where "the
love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space"
And that you may continue to share your gifts with whoever knocks on the door.

Thank you for what you have shared with me.
God bless you aU
Joanne

Preachers and texts for Sundays in August and September:
AUGUST
05 Rev. Joanne-Boiten-Evans
12 Ms. 1rene Bom
19 MI. Brian Turnbow
26 Rev. Robert Calvert

SEPTEMBER
02 Rev. Robert Calvert

09 Rev. Joanne Evans- Boiten
16 Mrs. Kirsteen Allan
23 Rev. Robert Calvert
30 Rev. Robert Calvert

Hebrews 13 v. 1-16
Philemon 1-21
Luke 15 v. 1-10

1 Timothy 2 v. 1-7
1 Timothy 6 v. 6-19
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WHO.S WHO IN THE SieR

Minister
Rev. Robert Calvert

scotsintchurch@cs.com
tel: 010 412 4779

Community Minister / Mamre
Rev. Joanne Evans-Boiten

evans043@planet.nl
tel: 010 412 4779

Church administrator
Elizabeth Dorn

scotsintchurch@cs.com
tel: 010 412 4779

Rentals co-ordinator

Molly Poster

info@sugarnspice.nl
tel: 010 412 4779

Organists
Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp

kamp@raketnet.nl
tel: 010 466 5289

Choir
Anneke Pot

Joyful Singers
Thomas Besong

ttbesong@yahoo.com
tel: 06 2205 9748

Welcome team

Ineke Aghasomba
tessca@hetnet.nl
tel: 010 4793933

Recording
John Dossett
tel: 0180 524026

Church beamer
Andre van der Velden

aavandervelden@casema.nl
tel: 01041583567

Youthgroup
Lubomir Kudlicka

Caroline Kudlicka

tel: 010 4207409
Jolanda Griesdoorn
tel: 0186 627 074

Sunday School
Nyomi Cairo

lovelync@hotmail.com
tel: 010 477 6066

Creche

Merey Ovensehi
tel: 010 4327652

Sylvia Airomwabor
tel: 06 274 43999

Secretary to the Consistory
Riehmond Mensah

r.mensah@home.nl
tel: 06 15065598

Secretary to the Council
Stacey Bouwman

staceybouwman 118@
hotmail.com
tel: 064355 4959

Treasurer

Jim Tay/or
tel: 0713625835

Offering envelop es
Denis Galloway
tel: 0180410056

Property
Ewout Stoutjesdijk
Rizal Sebastian

property _scir@hotmail.com

Financial team
PredBooman

financial_sicr@hotmail.
com

Social team
Gabriella Balke-Budai

gbbalke@xs4all.nl
Jane Stoutjesdijk

yotan68@hotmail.com

Bookstall

George and Wil Ross

georgeross@home.nl
tel: 0165 556 811

TheHerald
Matthew Lane

f2hmjlane4 72@hetnet.nl
tel: 010 467 4313
Irma Gevers

igevers@yahoo.com

Church website
Irene Bom

ibsalem@xs4all.nl
tel: 010 2651703

George Ross

georgeross@home.nl
tel: 0165 556 811


