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Claude’s installation as pastor of the 
international Church in Khartoum

LETTER 
from the pastor

My dear friends

Last month our church hosted the annual International Peace Service and the last national 
migrant’s week to be organized by the Dutch Council of Churches. It was a privilege to 
welcome visitors from all over the Netherlands as well as choirs and members from other 
churches in Rotterdam. Many visitors asked for directions in order to fi nd the church. I 
told them such familiar landmarks as the Beurs metro-station, the Erasmus bridge, the 
Russian Orthodox Church and the Eye Hospital. For people who do not know Rotterdam 
and its ‘Oogziekenhuis’, the recent sight of a giant green rabbit is catching their attention. 
The very mention of this gives way to astonished silences when the minister’s sanity is 
under question. Perhaps you have watched the fi lm “Harvey” where James Stewart is alone 
in seeing a large white rabbit?

 The Advent story tells about two supernatural visions that brought life-changing news. The 
unsuspecting Zechariah (Luke 1 v.11) and Mary (Luke 1 v. 28) were not only troubled by 
the appearance of angels but by the meaning of their messages. There was nothing trivial 
about these visions. But do they still happen? If so, how much importance should we give 
to them? In speaking with Christians from other lands, I know that dreams and visions 
come to people in Rotterdam. The recovery of dreams and visions may be important. They 
can be life-changing, but churches in the Western world seem to be more familiar with 
planning and management techniques than with prayer and supernatural visions. 

We need to be open to God in whatever form he comes to us. The Scots International 
Church belongs to the Reformed tradition. In contrast to our brothers and sisters in the 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Pentecostal traditions, the Reformed Church values the 
Word of God where it is clearly preached and understood. The Reformed Church has 
a special appeal to people who want to understand the Bible and live it out. We need to 
know what the Bible says (interpretation) and what it means for us today (application). 
The interpretation and application of the bible is open to every individual but no one 
person can grasp everything. So let’s be glad that God has given us this diverse spiritual 
community to provide a more balanced and global perspective. 

While we value the ordinary, we should also give place to the extra-ordinary. By means 
of the bible we can test whether a message that comes in a dream or vision is valid. But 
dreams and visions must come under the church guided by the Holy Spirit. My family 
and I wish you all a very happy Christmas season and God’s guidance in the coming year 
– however it may come!

Your friend and minister
Robert A. Calvert
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CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 

DECEMBER
Sun 3 09.30  New members’ class

  10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

Wed 6 14.00 Mamre board meeting

Sun 10 10.30 Worship, Sonrise preacher: Rev. J. Evans-Boiten

Thu 14 19.45  Council meeting

Sun 17 09.30  New members’ class 

  10.30 Worship, Choir, Family service

  18.00 Christmas Tea

  19.30 Carol Praise, Choir

Wed 20 10.30  Mamre Christmas lunch

Thu 21 17.30  Carol Singing in Buurt ‘Cool’

Sun 24 10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers  preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

  19.30  Christmas Eve with people from Buurt ‘Cool’

Mon  25 10.30  Christmas Day service preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

Sun 31 10.30  Worship, Choir, preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

JANUARY
Sun 7 10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

Sat 13 10.00  SKIN Leadership course begins (Utrecht)

Sun 14 10.30  Worship, Sonrise, New members preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

  12.00  New Year ‘brunch’

  12.30  Confi rmation class

Tue 16  19.45 Consistory meeting

Sat  19 11.00  Conference: PKN working with migrant churches (Amsterdam)

Sun  21 10.30  Worship, Choir preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

  12.30  Confi rmation class

Sun 28 10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers preacher: Rev. J. Evans-Boiten

  12.30  Confi rmation class

FEBRUARY
Thu  1 19.45  Council meeting

Sun 4 10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

  12.30  Confi rmation class

Sun 11 10.30  Worship, Sonrise preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

  12.30  Confi rmation class

Sun 18 10.30  Worship, Choir preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

  12.00  Annual General Meeting

Sun 25 10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers preacher: Rev. R. Calvert

Tue 27 19.45  Consistory meeting

IF by Rudyard Kipling 
If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream -- and not make dreams your master;
If you can think -- and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two imposters just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build ‘em up with worn-out tools;

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on!”

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with kings -- nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fi ll the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run --
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,

And -- which is more -- you’ll be a Man, my son!                                        contributed by Hein Ruijl 3



Dear Friends

Do you believe in angels?
It seems like a strange question to ask at this time of advent when the Bible readings are 
fi lled with stories of God’s messengers visiting ordinary people like you and me. And yet 
many of us connect angels with the airy fairy beliefs of people infl uenced by new age and 
other religious movements, rather than with our own faith-life.
Are biblical angels then just a thing from the past?  Or are there, even today in our modern 
electronic world, messengers sent by God?

Many years ago, when Yugoslavia was still a communist country and contact with 
Christians there was very diffi cult, a couple I know went on an ecumenical conference in 
Dalmatia. After their conference they went to Zagreb to bring greetings from a colleague to 
the Orthodox priest in that town. Sadly they had not received an address so were at a loss 
how to fi nd him.
After much wandering around the city centre the couple managed to discover the 
Orthodox church, but despite their efforts  they could not fi nd the priest himself. Their 
language skills in Serbo-Croat being non-existent, they couldn’t ask anybody to help them 
either. So they sat down on a bench wondering what to do next. Just then an old man 
approached them. Puzzled they looked at him but the man didn’t say anything. He just 
took them by the hand and indicated to follow him.
They crossed the square, walked into a building, up a fl ight of stairs and stopped in front 
of a door. Did the man want to sell them something? No, he rang the doorbell. A priest 
opened the door and the man said goodbye and left.
Having recovered from their surprise they explained to the priest how they had found his 
house. My friend said: “How impressive it is that your parishioners are so involved that 
they even look out for visitors to bring them to you”. To which the priest replied  “That 
man is not a parishioner of mine, I’ve never seen him before in my life”
An angel? My friends and the orthodox priest certainly thought that he had been sent by 
God.

Angels are messengers from God. Sometimes they tell us of a birth (Genesis 18:1-22), 
sometimes they tell us the way to go (Acts 8:26-40), sometimes they protect us (Acts 12:1-
17) and sometimes they struggle with us (Genesis 32:22-32). Because angels are not little 
airy fairy things, they are ways for God to be present with us, to speak to us, to make sure 
we get his message.
Blessed are those who have recognised God’s messenger, and having recognised him (or 
her) and accepted the message, have magnifi ed God’s holy name.

NEWS 
from the minister
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Advent is above all a time to look out for God’s message of hope, so that while we are 
watching and listening for him, we can prepare ourselves for the arrival of our Saviour, the 
prince of Peace.

I wish you all a good advent and a blessed and peaceful Christmas.
Joanne
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DECEMBER
01  Daniel Calvert 
03  Rebecca Taylor 
04  Shannon MacDonald 
08  Martha Bestman-Wallace
10  Irma Gevers 
12  Isabella Snoeren 
15  Kenneth MacDonald 
17  Menen Tesema-Betre 

JANUARY
03   Cindel Fleming                  
04   Sean Luc de Lange      
06   Peace Acquaah
09   Maarten Brandse       
10   Florence Foyat-Bergna             
10   Irene Bom
12   Mildred Asare-Awuku
15   Meindert Gast  

FEBRUARY
02   Sjoerd Vollema 
03   Joke te Winkel 
04   Pjotr Lane 
06   Elsie Chapman 
10   Cynthia Massicott 
11   Katherine Rietveld 
11   Marijke Kassel 
11   Jennifer Fleming 

BIRTHDAYS - May God bless you

17  James Essel 
19  Richmond Mensah 
22  Janette van de Ben 
23  Dominic de Lange 
23  Doreen Dankwa 
24  Pam Russell-Knott 
24  Isabella Snoren
28  Robin Polley 

16   Christilito Cuvulay  
18   Lee Bouwman      
20   John Dossett   
22   Rebecca Harris-Evans                      
23   Zoë Calvert       
26   Cor Vermeulen     
30   Julia Gwanmesia     

13   Steve Russell 
14   Thomas Jarvis 
16   Roxanne Cromwell 
20   Paul Stroonsnijder 
24   Dieudonné Gwanmesia 
24   Catronia Ewing 
27   Tjerk Vollema 



CONGREGATIONAL NOTES
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The sight of Joost Pot and Ineke Aghasomba back in church recently has thrilled us all. 
We are very thankful for the news that they are progressing well and assure them of our 
continuing prayers. For many years Joost has been auxiliary minister in the Presbytery 
of Europe and one of a ‘gang of four’ who formed a pastoral team to help the church to 
get back on its feet for two years during the last vacancy. Ineke is well known to us as the 
co-ordinator of the church’s Welcome team and, with her husband Peter, directs the Living 
Water Project helping a village in Nigeria.

Suggestions for new elders and deacons are invited from members of the church as soon 
as possible so that nominations can be sought and made known by mid- January. It is 
likely that there will be a number of vacancies and a description of the role of an elder and 
deacon can be found on the church notice board. The elections take place at our Annual 
General Meeting on Sunday 18th February. 

The last Sunday in October was notable for receiving guests that we don’t see very often. 
Corina (van der Laan) and Claude joined us from Khartoum in Sudan as we rejoiced in 
the ordination of Claude as the new pastor of the International Church in the Sudanese 
capital. We noted that this makes Corina a minister’s wife and we have included some 
photographs of the service in Khartoum in this edition of the Herald. On the same Sunday 
we honoured to have the Minister of Social Affairs Aart Jan de Geus with us, together with 
Kathleen Ferrier and other colleagues from the Tweede Kamer. 

This year’s International Peace Service was a very happy occasion. The service was opened 
by our own Joyful Singers and we were accompanied by three other choirs representing the 
Southern Hemisphere – from Pakistan, the Philippines and Suriname. It is unlikely that 
when the idea of the Peace Service was held in the early 1920s after the terrors of the First 
World War, such a global congregation could be imagined. The issues of peace have altered 
since then and preparations for next year are already underway! This year we heard a great 
message about “Peace in the City” from Drs. Mechteld Jansen and an offering of more than 
150 euros was collected for the national work of SKIN.

On Saturday 25th November Kathleen Ferrier returned to the Scots International Church 
to speak and be part of a dialogue about immigration and Dutch culture. There was 
excellent dialogue and beautiful choirs. This is the last occasion when Migrant week will Migrant week will Migrant week
be co-ordinated on a national level. We express our thanks to Norma Taylor, Hunter Smith 
and Klazina Rigters who have played key roles in this in the past. A new organization that 
this church has helped to create is called SKIN-Rotterdam – a voice for all immigrant 
Christians and congregations across the city. Though our needs in Scots International 
Church are not the same as in Pentecostal or Orthodox churches, we stand together to 
present a united witness.

A service for inducting 
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new members to the church will take place on Sunday 14th 

January. On the same day we will start a class for children and young people who would 
like to confi rm their baptismal vows. These classes will take place after the service at 12.30 
for the following fi ve Sundays and last about 45 minutes. Parents of children wishing to 
come are urged to make plans for this but it is likely to start on the same day when we 
celebrate a New Year ‘brunch’ after the service – watch out for more details!

In January two new courses to nurture Christian knowledge and life are recommended:
(1)  Alpha course – probably on a Friday night – a meal followed by an engaging 

presentation of following Jesus Christ and discussion - over 16 weeks – more details 
can be obtained from Willemijn Gwanmesia and Robert Calvert. 

(2)  SEAN course – stands for ‘Study by Extension for All Nations’ – a structured and 
certifi cated bible course – probably will study ‘Abundant Light’ as an overview of the 
Bible – more details from Robert Calvert and Becks van Gelderen.

In October we said farewell to Daniel and Ligia Manastireanu. On their way home to 
Romania they attended an assessment conference for the Church of Scotland ministry 
in Scotland. We are glad to know that Kirsteen Allan has entered her assessment period 
before a similar selection conference later in the year. Members who remember Jonathan 
and Sheona de Groot from a few summers ago will be delighted to hear that he has 
been received as the new minister of St. Stephen’s Church of Scotland, Comely Bank, in 
Edinburgh.

In January we welcome Brian Turnbow, a graduate from North Park Theological 
Seminary in Chicago, on a six month placement. Brian visited us one Sunday last summer 
and comes to us with lots of experience. From mid January to mid July, Brian will be 
staying in the church apartment in the Calandstraat. Brian will be assisting in developing 
education and worship in an international setting, supporting the Mamre project and 
helping Robert in the European urban ministry network. Among his fi rst tasks will be to 
assist with the new courses in the church (see above) as well an ‘Urban Mission’ course at 
Tyndale Theological Seminary. The latter is taught by Robert Calvert in Badhoevedorp 
but involves several days fi eld work in Rotterdam. 

Christmas arrangements this year include a Christmas Family service and Christmas Tea 
and Carol Praise on Sunday 17th and Carol singing in the Cool ‘buurt’ on Thursday 21st 
On the Sunday we have Christmas Eve worship in the morning and evening – the latter 
with people from Cool ‘buurt’ in the evening and the next day a special Christmas Day 
service. Throughout December a colourful Scots International Church 2007 calendar will 
be on sale at the bookstall at the bargain price of 3 euros or two for 5 euros!

The new worship and Sunday school resource material is called ‘Seasons in the Spirit’. 
While it is geared for global community, it requires some effort to use well as we try it out 
over the coming year. It provides good material for children and a more lectionary based 
set of readings for public worship with responsive prayers. As a result, we will seek to 
follow Christ through the Christian Year (Advent – Christmas – Lent – Easter – Pentecost) 
and the call to worship may change more often.
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 Since the Muller House at the rear of the church opened as a shelter for asylum seekers 
and undocumented migrants in 2003, the fi rst changes have taken place with the 
Vietnamese family moving to a new home and an Armenian lady moving in. Her name is 
Gayanne Ananjan and her contract with us is initially for four months. Please try to take 
time to greet her and make her feel welcome. 

The SKIN Christian leadership course is open to anyone in the congregation who 
would like to know more about what lies behind the Christian faith and gain some 
background knowledge about the church and society in the Netherlands. The course 
is highly recommended and Kirsteen Allan can tell you what the course has meant to 
her. The introductory meeting will take place at the Church headquarters in Utrecht on 
Saturday 13th January at 11.00. For more information, speak to Robert Calvert or pick up a 
brochure on the information rack upstairs. 

On Friday 19th January from 11.00 onwards there will be a conference in Amsterdam 
about the relationship between the Protestant Church and migrant churches. Robert 
will lead a workshop on worship and would be interested to know if anyone from the 
congregation would like to go with him.
Congratulations to Rev. and Mrs. Steve Axtell on his installation as priest at St. Mary’s 
Anglican Church and as chaplain to the Seaman’s mission. We were represented at the 
service by Rev. Joanne Evans-Boiten.

Mission offerings taken up after the communion service will be dedicated to: 
December:   Mamre – ministry of hospitality with asylum-seekers & undocumented migrants
January:  AIDS victims in Cameroon – assisting orphans directly through Florence Foyat
February:  Graeme and Carol Kent – former members working with SIM International  

The Ethio Berhan Fondation will hold a Christmas market on 10th December. On the 
same day, a hunger lunch of soup, fruit and water will be served for a contribution of 2 
euros each. All proceeds will go to helping children who are AIDS victims in Addis Ababa.

Consistory Report 
(1)  The elders have refl ected on a couple of occasions about communion and the place of 

children. Earlier in November the minister consulted with some parents and Sunday 
School teachers and found their feedback extremely helpful. We have been thinking 
about the meaning of communion and some historical factors that lead up to our 
practice of communion and confi rmation. We have thought about why children should 
come to communion. When is a child ready? What is a child’s view? How can we 
prepare them? What should children know? The Consistory does not want to enforce 
something that is not real or wanted by families in the church. By the same token, we do 
want encourage families with children who love Jesus to feel that they can be included 
in the celebration of communion. In a diverse congregation like ours, people are used 
to many practices and we want to enable families to worship together if they wish. 
The minister will continue to relate to parents and Sunday School teachers over this. 
It is possible that “The place of children in the church” would make a good conference 
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topic for us in 2007. 
(2)  Following some requests, we refl ected on the visit of members of the Tweede Kamer 

in October. Our main concern was over the role of the TV crew for which we were not 
prepared. It is very important for us to engage with all kinds of people and the coverage 
by TV Rijnmond demonstrated that in no way were we offering a political platform. A 
DVD version of the news bulletin (which includes interviews with Nely Bax and Molly 
Foster) is available for anyone who might like to see it. As a ‘migrant’ and city centre 
church, we have a role for enabling dialogue and elections (city and national).   

(3)  We welcome the news that Kirsteen Allan is going forward with Field Assessment for 
ministry in the Church of Scotland, with a view to attending the selection conference 
later in 2007.

Council Report
With the property, fi nance and social teams working, the Council did not have to discuss 
every detail but simply keep up to date with fi nance and property headlines. The Autumn 
Fayre and the Car Boot Sale raised nearly 2000 euros and through Jan Ruigendijk we are 
seeking a rebate on heating costs. With the help of Ewout Stoutjesdijk and Denis Galloway 
we undertaking maintenance work on the church walls after some water damage. We are 
also looking at ventilation in the sanctuary. We have embarked on a new inventory of 
all church property. It is hoped that the publicity team will meet soon. Anthony Evovo 
outlined his hopes for the church website. 

Introducing Molly Foster…
We took time off to fi nd out some details about the person 
who manages the church rentals. Molly describes herself as 
a business woman, an entrepreneur, who likes to raise funds 
for the church by renting out the Lower Hall. She has a part-
time job as a fi nancial administrator for ‘Administration-
Consulting-Payroll’ in Rotterdam. Does she get frustrated 

with looking at computer screens? “My hobbies are tennis, golf, music and gardening. It 
is the gardening that really keeps me healthy.” Her favourite music is mainly Chopin (as 
played by Rubenstein) and her favourite fi lm is “The Green Mile” with Tom Hanks. When 
asked who she would most like to meet, she replies “Martin Luther King. He was such a 
brave man who took steps that few people dared to take. The dangers were great then with 
racial hatred and segregation.” She describes herself as “a country bumpkin” and so it is not 
surprising that her favourite place in Rotterdam is the “Kralingse Bos.” Molly has lived in 
Rotterdam for twenty-fi ve years though her fi rst house was in Capelle a/d IJssel. She was 
born in Jamaica and moved to London when she was nine to join her mother who had 
been divorced two years earlier. What is her favourite food? A good Chinese Cantonese 
meal! How did she fi rst discover this church? It was in 1985 when she played tennis with 
Arie Ruijmgaart the husband of a much loved member of this church. She only met Sionag 
once but it was on that occasion that she gave Molly an order of service from the previous 
Sunday. That was in 1985 when Molly sometimes visited a seaman’s church. Only a few 
weeks after Sionag’s funeral, Molly walked into the Scots International Church and has not 
looked back since!


