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My dear friends

The stabbing to death last month of a ninety year old priest as he was greeting people 
shocked the world. While it is not unheard of inner-city clergy being given classes in 
self-defence, this was the leader of the Taizé community in rural Burgundy. Brother 
Roger Schutz, the son of a Swiss Protestant pastor, founded the ecumenical monastic 
community here in 1940. For a while there were difficult relationships between some 
French Protestant clergy and the work and witness of the community. So it was most 
ironic that the perpetrator was one of the many foreigners who came for spiritual 
solace and reflection. From the 1960s, thousands of young people from Europe have 
helped to establish Taizé as an internationally renowned community of contemplation. 

We tend to think that the old churches in Europe are well on their way on a downward 
slope of decline. However, I believe that we are about to witness an upward trend 
connected with revivals of worship in old Protestant churches (I don’t say this easily 
and it may take two generations or thirty years to show up.). In France, Scotland 
and Finland, new creative models of worship have grown up on the edges of the old 
churches, meeting a hunger in people dissatisfied with religion. Taizé, Wild Goose and 
Thomas Mass are rooted in this messed-up world and are listening to the aspirations 
of people written off as secular. Environmental waste, unwanted babies, racial hatred, 
unfulfilled dreams do matter to God. 

Young people in France and other cities of Western Europe attend Taizé-style worship 
when normally the churches are all but empty on Sunday mornings. In Scotland, the 
‘Wild Goose Group’ (named after the Celtic symbol of the Holy Spirit) has encouraged 
a new generation to sing spiritual songs connected with human stories of life and 
death. In Finland, the Thomas Mass liturgy (largely designed by lay people in 1990) 
has revived a sense of God in a nominal Lutheran society that was big on doubt and 
short on forgiveness. 
People from all over the world have flocked to experience the simple life of Taizé. Even 
Pope John Paul II said, “I feel drawn by an interior necessity. One drops in to Taizé like 
one stops at a spring”. Some of you have visited the community for a spiritual recharge 
and in Rotterdam we love to sing:
 O Lord hear my prayer; O Lord hear my prayer, When I call answer me; 
  O Lord hear my prayer; O Lord hear my prayer, Come and listen to me.

Your friend and minister
Robert A. Calvert 1
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CONGREGATIONAL 
DIARY

SEPTEMBER

Sun  4 10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir Exodus 2
   Rev. J. Pot

Sun 11 10.30  Worship, Sonrise  Exodus 3-4
   Rev. R. Calvert

Thu 15 19.45  Consistory meeting (in the Church centre)

Sun 18 10.30  Worship, Choir Exodus 11-12
   Rev. R. Calvert

Sun 25 10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers Exodus 14 
   Rev. R. Calvert

Wed 28 14.00  ‘Mamre’ board meeting  (in the Church centre)
  20.00  Prayer meeting  (in the Church)

Thu 29 19.45  Council meeting  (in the Church centre)

OCTOBER

Sun 2  10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir Exodus 16-17
   Rev. R. Calvert

Sun 9 10.30  Worship, Sonrise Exodus 19-20
   Rev. R. Calvert

Sun 16 10.30  Worship, Choir Exodus 33-34
   Rev. R. Calvert

Thu 20 19.45 Consistory meeting  (in the Church centre)

Sun 23 10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers Mark 5 v.21-43
   Rev. J. Pot

SEPTEMBER 
01  Dirk Bouwman
05 Mrs Marjorie Dossett
05 Matthew Jarvis
06 Mrs Beryl de Jonge
08 Mrs. Liz van der Velden
13 Joost Pot (Jr)
15 Charles N. Nimako
16 Chanté Fleming
18 Fanny Mensah
20 Brendan van der Velden
21 William Chapman
22 Rev. Robert Calvert
23 Sherrilyn de Lange
24 Kelly Bouwman
27 Kirsteen Allan
28 Victor Ikopnmwosa Ovensehi
30 Shanon Fleming

BIRTHDAYS
May God bless you

OCTOBER
02 Marion Brits
03 Benjamin Calvert
04 Elaine de Zanger
06 Cara Taylor
08 Michele Bestman
09 Edwin Ettienne
11 Felix Brits
12 Ann Schuursma
13 Flora van der Zwaan
14 Oritsewenyinmi Stoutjesdijk
15 Willemijn Gwanmesia
16 Annemarie Smith
16 Mavis Fleming
17 Patricia Ewing
17 Henny Vermeulen
19 Victor de Lange
23 Matthew Lane
28 Robert Essien 3

Wed 26 20.00  Prayer meeting  (in the Church)

Sun 30 10.30  Worship, Choir Matthew 22 v.1-12
   Rev. J. Evans



WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
All Welcome! 

Wed  06.30 City churches’ praying meeting  (Lower Hall)
Wed  09.30 Ladies’ Bible Study  (Creche)
Wed  10.30 ‘Mamre’ lunchtime reception (Lower Hall)
Wed  20.00 Pilgrims’ Bible study (tel. 2651703)
   (not on last Wednesday of month) 



Next month the Presbytery of Europe meets in Amsterdam from the 7th to the 9th   
of October. Hunter Smith is now the Presbytery Treasurer and Andre van der Velden 
continues as our Presbytery elder. On this occasion, representatives of the Presbytery 
of England will join us, along with Rev. Prof. Ken Ross from the newly formed 
Council of World Mission in the Church of Scotland. On Sunday afternoon, there 
will be a training session on child protection for ministers, elders and congregational 
coordinators between 14.00 and 18.00.

The church suffered some serious rain damage in July as a result of a flash downpour. 
We are very grateful to Tesfay and Vladimir for clearing up much of the excess water 
and to Ewout Stoutjesdijk and others for managing the insurance claim.

Much gratitude is expressed to Anneke Pot and other ladies in the church who put 
on a wonderful lunch for one hundred and twenty-five delegates to the Reformed 
Ecumenical Assembly at the end of July. The delegates were very appreciative of 
your kindness and the opportunity to visit such a variety of migrant churches in the 
city. In the afternoon, we were presented with a small flag containing the logo of this 
worldwide family of Reformed churches.

Thank you to everyone who helped or gave support to the ‘Rommelmarkt’ in aid 
of ‘The Living Water Link’ project. This project is organized by Peter and Ineke 
Aghasomba and the funds that were raised will go directly to support people in 
villages in Nigeria.



On the last Sunday of August, fifty-seven people of 
different nationalities joined us from the English-
speaking congregation in Bochum, Germany. 
The ‘Joyful Singers’ from both congregations led 
the service. Rev. Jimmy Brown preached on love 
from Romans 12 and Rev. Bob Hawarth gave a 
children’s message with his hand puppets! We 
prayed for the work of the Presbytery and reflected 
on the blessing on churches that comes from 
visiting one another. Thank you to all who brought 
their barbecues, food and drinks and helped to 
organize on the day. In the afternoon, our visitors 
undertook a short walk in the city centre. Some 
photographs of this festive event are included.

NEWS
from the congregation
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“Free at last!” Over the next two months we will be reading the story of the Exodus. 
Israel’s deliverance from slavery was one of the defining moments in world history. It 
established a model of liberation from which countless people have drawn hope. This 
is relevant to anyone who longs to be freed from political or economic oppression, or 
emotional or psychological bondage. 



On a summer evening in June, a group of people from the church who are interested 
in worship, sat and chatted together in the church garden. A number of matters were 
raised about the use of music in worship. We all agreed that it was a good thing! In the 
future, the Sonrise group will sing on the second Sunday of the month, the choir will 
sing twice and the Joyful Singers once a month. We plan to talk again soon. So if you 
would like to attend or have any points to raise, please let one of the following know: 
Robert Calvert, Irene Bom, Dieudonne Gwanmesia, Virginia Hendriks, Jan Hendrik 
vd Kamp, Alisa Kasmir, Anneke Pot, Annemarie Smith, Christiaan vd Woestijne, and 
Hetty Brand-Boswijk.



There are plans to start two new home groups or bible studies in October. They will 
probably meet every second week. One will be in Rotterdam East near to Kralingen 
and Capelle a/d Ijssel, and it is likely that the other will be in Rotterdam West. If you 
are interested in getting involved, please let Robert Calvert know and there will be an 
update on this in September. 



From Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd October, Robert Calvert will work with the Anglican 
Church in Lyon and its surrounding region in France. The theme is the ministry 
and mission of international churches, and our own story of ministry in a big city is 
significant for others. Last month the minister, Rev. Chris Martin and his wife Susan 
visited Rotterdam, on their way home to France from a holiday in Scotland. In the last 
week of October, Robert will be in Romania for a consultation with city pastors. Iasi, 
the second city in Romania, is near the border with Moldavia and there was once a 
Scots mission there. 
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PRAYER MEETING
The prayer meeting starts back after the summer on the last Wednesday of the month 
from 20.00 to 21.30. 

This summer we were saddened to hear that  Norma Taylor’s mother had passed away. 
Her father is not at all well. Both Norma and Jim have spent much time in Strathaven 
and we assure them of our continuing prayers. 

The mother of our choir director, Hetty Brand-Boswijk, is very unwell. A major 
operation was complicated after she contracted pneumonia and she has battled 
through a lot of pain and weakness. Hetty writes: “Just to let you know that miracles 
do happen and there is power in prayer. Mum has been through the valley of the 
shadow of death, but the Lord decided to let her stay with us, for the time being 
anyway. She has an awfully big mountain to climb, her third operation in as many 
weeks will be this Wednesday.” We assure Hetty and her father of our prayers for her 
mum and the family. 

We regularly remember Ineke Aghasomba who has just completed her course of 
chemotherapy. Ineke writes: “Thank you everyone for your thoughts, prayers, cards, 
telephone calls, etc. given to us the last months during my time of illness. It means 
a lot to me that so many people think of and pray for both of us. The thoughts and 
prayers help us to go on in this time of uncertainty. God is so good. Thanks a lot.”

Graeme Kent, our mission partner with SIM International, has had key-hole surgery 
to remove a cancerous growth and is doing well. Carol who sends updates on his 
condition writes: “A wonderful benefit of the ‘robotic’ surgery is the fact that there is 
no open incision to be managed. His five little holes are all glued shut and are healing 
well. It was great to be able to phone family members several times from hospital. At 
a time like this we are very conscious of being a long way away from those we love 
most.” We continue to pray for his recovery

A NOTE FROM THE RUSSEL FAMILY
Do you remember our ‘gentle giant’ Rumanian friend Emil who attended our church 
for many years in the ‘80’s? Also our lovely Pakistani family, the Fahims?
Stephen and I are very fortunatoe to visit Toronto, Canada, for a few days from the 
12th of October. We will be staying with Emil and the Fahim family, for a short time. 
We know they would love to have greetings from you if you remember them. We have 
decided to place two large cards in the hall of our church for a couple of weeks before 
we leave, in case anyone feels they would like to write a note that we can take to them.

Pam Russel

CONGREGATION NEWS (cont)

7

BOCHUM VISIT IN PICTURES
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Yes, we are back from our amazing holidays in Romania. A trip that left a strong 
impression on both young and old, part of which I would like to share with you.
Like the amazement at seeing dozens of new churches being built. This in an area 
where there were already many old churches. Most of them date from the time when 
Orthodox Christians were not allowed to build churches in stone, and were thus built 
of wood.

Sadly oppression, both religious and political, is part of Romania’s history.

We got some idea of recent suffering when we visited a prison museum.This had been 
a prison after the second world war for so called “enemies of the regime”. We saw cells 
where great numbers of clergy were locked up  together. There were isolation cells 
where many died after years of suffering and neglect. We saw torture tools I could 
only hope to forget ever having seen, as well as photographs of deportations of whole 
villages.

A couple of streets away we paid a visit to the Eli Wiesel museum. There we saw 
more photographs of deportations, this time dating from the second World war. 
Photographs of concentration camps, lists of names of Jews who left their homes, 
never to return…

Only a few examples of  recent suffering in an otherwise so beautiful country.
Suffering that will take a long time to heal. Suffering that will need to be dealt with as 
Elie Wiesel so rightly realised.
Wounds, that if not looked at and cleaned, cannot heal. Pain and guilt have to be faced, 
both on a national and individual level.

This is something that applies to all of us. If we cover up our wounds, in time they will 
begin to fester, affecting the rest of the body. 
On the other hand, if we accept our wounds and treat them, we will hopefully be given 
the strength to heal others through our suffering.
Through the example of Jesus Christ we know what it is to be a “wounded healer”.
For through His death (surely the biggest wound of all) He healed us, giving us new 
life (surely the best form of healing). 
Confession plays an essential role in the healing process which is why I see it as an 
important part of the liturgy. Only if we confess can we be forgiven. Confession is a 
sign  of a clean wound.  

NEWS 
from the minister  At the prison museum we visited there is an area where people can sit and light a 

candle, a place of hope. Where people can ask for forgiveness and pray for peace.
At the Elie Wiesel museum there are signs of the Nobel peace prize winner’s effort to 
make people understand and own what happened in WW2.

A clean wound will heal and in time form a scar. This scar remains, but it enables us to 
help others, to listen to them, to let them share their stories. It is a visible sign of our 
healing through Christ.
Let us pray that we, as well as  the church and the nation of Romania, will be willing to 
face our wounds. To allow them to heal and through our scars be able to offer new life.

God bless you all. Joanne
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Secretary to the Consistory 
Virginia Hendriks
veehendriks@cs.com
tel: 010 476 7740

Secretary to the Council
Vacant 
 
Treasurers
Maarten Brandse 
maartenandgailbrandse@compuserve.com  
tel: 078 696 9118
Jan Ruigendijk 
tel: 010 450 7677

Offering envelopes
Dennis Galloway 
tel: 0180 410 056

Property
Andre van der Velden  
aa.vandervelden@hccnet.nl 
tel: 010 415 83567

Paul Stroosnijder   
pstroosnijder@hotmail.com 
tel: 0180 622 688

Bookstall
George and Wil Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811

The Herald
Matthew Lane    
m.jlane3@freeler.nl 
tel: 010 467 4313
Irma Gevers 
igevers@yahoo.com 
tel: 010 235 4491

Church website
Irene Bom 
ibsalem@xs4all.nl 
tel: 010 265 1703
George Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811

WHO’S WHO (cont. from back page)



Minister   
Rev. Robert Calvert 
scotsintchurch@cs.com  
tel: 010 412 4779

Community Minister / Mamre 
Rev. Joanne Evans-Boiten 
evans-b@fish.co.uk   
tel: 010 412 4779

Church administrator  
Elizabeth Doorn 
scotsintchurch@cs.com 
tel: 010 412 4779

Rentals co-ordinator  
Molly Foster 
info@sugarnspice.nl 
tel: 010 412 4779

Organists   
Christiaan v.d. Woestijne   
cvdwoest@math.LeidenUniv.nl  
tel: 0180-511264  
Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 
kamp@raketnet.nl 
tel: 010 466 5289

Choir 
Hetty Brand-Boswijk 
hboswijjk@rsm.nl 
tel: 010- 408 1925
Anneke Pot  

Joyful Singers  
Dieudonne Gwanmesia 
fam.gwanmesia@planet.nl 
tel: 010 290 0865
Pauline Manyi
Manyi20002003@hotmail.com

Sonrise
Licia Knoester
ldieleman@hotmail.com

Welcome team    
Ineke Aghasomba 
tessca@hetnet.nl 
tel: 010 479 3933

Recording
John Dossett 
tel: 0180 524 026

Church beamer
Andre van der Velden 
aa.vandervelden@hccnet.nl 
tel: 010 415 83567

Youth group
Willemijn Gwanmesia 
famgwanmesia@planet.nl 
tel: 029 755 4620
Lubomir Kudlicka 
tel: 010-4207409
Jolanda Griesdoorn 
tel: 0186 627 074

Sunday School
Richmond Mensah 
r.mensah@home.nl 
tel: 06 150 65598

Creche
Mercy Ovensehi 
tel: 010 432 7652   
Sylvia Airomwabor 
tel: 06 274 43999

(continues on p. 9)
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