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By Rev. Graham Austin

Gr ah am ' s Cor n er

"To serve, then as Jesus did, is in its very
nature designed to have the needs of the
other person at the forefront of our
minds."
elcome to the relaunched Herald from the
SICR under our new editor Dennis Acquaye.
The theme for this issue is service and I
have been asked to share a few thoughts.

W

Service puts me in mind of a story I heard a
number of years ago. A group were looking for
new leaders and they wondered who from the
people in the group they should choose. To help
them in their decision making they placed a tray in
the middle of a corridor and watched as people
walk down the hallway. Everyone kept passing it
until at last someone stooped down, picked up the
discarded tray and took it to the kitchen where it
belonged. They had found a leader because the
person was willing to serve; for the seemingly
demeaning task was not beneath them.
This is what we see in the person of Jesus: a king
who would be a servant. It turns the ideas of the
world on its head were power and dominance are
essential, and weakness is seen as shameful.

Another image associated with service is that of
being a child. In Luke 9:46-50 we hear the story of
the disciples arguing among themselves about
who was the greatest. Into that argument Jesus
has a child stand beside him and says, ?Whoever
welcomes this little child in my name welcomes
me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one
who sent me. For it is the one who is least among
you all who is the greatest.?
This unimportant, small, fragile child was a lesson
to these self-important disciples that humility
rather than pride is the hallmark of leadership.
That greatness in the Kingdom is measured by the
willingness to take the second place, and not to
race to the place of importance. Jesus was to
demonstrate this attitude again and again.
Touching the leper, accepting the gift of a
prostitute, speaking to a Samaritan woman,
washing feet, and dying on the cross for you and
me. Indeed, taking the place of a sinner and
service also requires a change of perspective, to
look at others rather than ourselves.
To serve, then as Jesus did, is in its very nature
designed to have the needs of the other person at
the forefront of our minds. Pride would never let
us take second place, dominance would always
keep the weak down, self-importance has no room
for mercy.
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By Irene Jardine

L et m e b e y ou r ser v an t

Brother, let me be your servant
Let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I might have the grace
To let you be my servant, too.

T

his is such a lovely and moving hymn. It is
humble and sincere.

Isn?t it strange that we ask for permission to
?serve? our brother or sister? Will you ?let me?? And
then to need grace to be served? We like to think
that we can solve our own problems; we like to be
independent and self-sufficient. But helping
someone else does give us a great feeling! To be
useful in someone else?s life is what gives us a
sense of connection and worth. It does mean
letting down our guard somewhat and letting
someone ?in?, opening up and trusting. And then
giving someone else that same sense of
connection and worth when we succumb to our
own weakness and admit we need them.
And isn?t it marvelous how God created us to need
one another? And that when we serve and are
served, we grow together. We become a unit. A
body. Christ?s body.
In John 17:23 Jesus prays: ?May they be brought to
complete unity to let the world know that You sent
me and have loved them even as You love me.?

When the world sees how strongly we are
connected, we will be a testimony for God, as we
demonstrate His love displayed in our unity.
So isn?t it wonderful that we can pray for one
another, as an act of service? So often we don?t
want to ?bother ? others with what we perceive are
our own problems. But, dear brothers and sisters,
let us carry each other ?s burdens as an act of
service, so that we can become strong together,
and Christ to the world! Let us learn to trust and to
be trusted, to want to connect and be part of this
?unit?, and to earnestly desire the deep friendship
that only Christ can give.
We are pilgrims on a journey,
We are brothers on the road;
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.
I will hold the Christ light for you
In the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
Speak the peace you long to hear.
I will weep when you are weeping,
When you laugh I?ll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow
Till we?ve seen this journey through.
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Etymology; origin and meaning of ?to serve'
By A Server
"[...] numerous people offer their services to
others...generally done in modesty and with
dignity...without these efforts not only the
Church but the whole society would
collapse."

A

while back, I was asked to elaborate on what
the word service meant to me. Well, in all
honesty, when I was given this task, I started
by consulting Wikipedia to find the word?s origin.
?Service? dates to the Middle English era from the
Old French word servise meaning an "act of
homage, servitude, service at table, or church
ceremony?.
Service can be described as a transaction in which
no physical goods exchange hands. Indeed,
services may be defined as acts or performances
whereby the service provider provides value to the
receiver. It has four general characteristics: (1)
Intangibility: Services are the results of actions not
things;
(2) Inseparability:
Production
and
consumption of services cannot be separated, nor
can a service provider be detached from service
recipient; (3) Variability: Service may vary in quality
from one provider or occasion to the next; and (4)
Non-perishable: Services do not have a shelf life.
Furthermore, one can specify service into two
forms. Direct Service is one whereby the service
provider has regular interaction with and direct
impact on recipients.

Whereas Indirect Service might take the form of
fundraising or collections; in other words, without
person-to-person contact such as those provided
by administration, laundry, and maintenance.
'To serve' or 'service' has been embedded in our
language for centuries. It has settled into phrases
like: ?first come first serve? or ?the prompt gets first
choice?. This idea was stated by Chaucer (ca. 1386)
in The Wife of Bath's Tale, ?Whoso first cometh to
the mill, first grist?. In tennis and other sports,
when it is ?your service?, it is your turn to serve.In
13th century France players of the game jeu de
palme would shout out ?I am ready to serve!?
before hitting the ball to their opponent.
In the Victorian era, when someone is said to be ?in
service?, they are working as a servant. If a young
woman did not have a dowry, she went into
domestic service.
As shown, there is a huge diversity in the use of
this word, but for me it all boils down to the same
thing: actions provided, which do not have a shelf
life nor require funding but most importantly gives
an additional value to the receiver. It is an ancient
word still in use and more importantly still
relevant. Within our Church congregation
numerous people offer their services to others.
These acts of kindness are generally done in
modesty and with dignity, but without these efforts
not only the Church but the whole society would
collapse. Thank you to all for providing your
unbeatable services.
4

Offer your treasure
A poem by Irene Bom

"She has performed a good service to me."
- Matthew 26: 10, NRSV

Offer your treasure
your alabaster jar
translucent, as though lit from within
carved soft stone
holding fragrant perfume
too precious to let escape
and dissipate
on an ordinary day.

Offer your treasure
break it open
pour it out.
Worship the beloved
with kisses
and lavish
abandon.
Hold nothing back.

Offer your treasure.
Serve him, the servant of all.
References:
Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9;
Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-8; Mark 10:45
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By Margriet van Overbeeke

Service: An expression of love

"[...] several people here offered a
wonderful service to love, and to life, and
in so doing, they reflected the love of God
for us."
would like to share a story of service related
to my work as a doctor for the elderly
(verpleeghuisarts). It took place in December
2021, the month of my retirement.

I

Just before Christmas one of our nursing home
residents, a woman in her nineties, took a turn for
the worse and we expected her to pass away soon.
I thought of the chaplain who used to work in our
nursing home, who knew this woman well, and I
decided to contact her and give her the sad news.
The
chaplain
reacted
immediately.
She
remembered the woman clearly, the pain she had
suffered in her life, and the bond of trust that had
developed between them, despite the woman?s
dementia.
A few hours after I contacted her, our former
chaplain made the trip to The Hague to sit at the
woman's bedside. She was able to share some
words of comfort, and there were two moments of
real eye contact between them, before the woman
fell into a deep sleep. Four days later the woman
passed away.

The deceased woman had no living relatives, but
she did have people who cared about her. Our
former chaplain made another trip to The Hague
to lead the funeral service. Two of the long-term
nursing staff also came to the funeral, as well as
two members of the client council, and I was there
as her doctor.
The civil servant representing the municipality also
fulfilled his role with great kindness and reverence.
Every detail clearly mattered to him. As an extra
touch, he placed a pink rose in the woman's hands
before we closed the coffin together. Later we
sang ?The Lord is my shepherd? together, a song
the woman loved to sing when she was in church.
This was a warm, not a lonely, funeral, with
beautiful personal touches. As you can see, several
people here offered a wonderful service to love,
and to life, and in so doing, they reflected the love
of God for us.
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In memoriam: David Tay Dziworshie
Bob Hensen, SICR Consistory Secretary ,
remembers Uncle Dave
I got to know Dave and Gifty Dziworshie, when I
and my wife, Esther, came back from years of
living and working in Africa. It was in the late 70s
when we came to live in Hoogvliet, South of
Rotterdam, where Dave and Gifty also lived. Gifty
and Esther met, and a life-long friendship was
born.
Unfortunately, because of complex injuries David
had not been seen in church for a long time. Even
on one occasion when he determinedly tried to
come, when almost at the church, he fell just
outside the fire station and broke his hip. The
firemen helped him up, and not realising the
extent of his injury, he struggled to go home
alone on the Metro.
Pam Russell, a long-time member of the SICR,
remembers Uncle Dave
When David and Gifty came to our church in
Rotterdam it had mostly expat Westerners and
Dutch people attending each week. Very soon by
talking to, and welcoming newcomers with his
spontaneity and being open to everyone, David
managed to encourage more people to come.
The congregation grew and became more mixed.
After a few years this resulted in changing the
name of the Church to the Scots International
Church.
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In memoriam: David Tay Dziworshie
We now have people from all the continents that attend on a regular basis. (Given no Covid-19
restrictions).
David and Gifty created a wonderful gift when they set up ?The Joyful Singers?. This group of lively, mostly
African singers, and David on the drums, expand and liven up the Church service on a regular basis.
His influence was not only restricted to the Netherlands. When a visiting Scottish Minister, Linda Broadly,
heard that a church in Ghana needed a church bell a search was started, resulting in a large bell being
transported from a church in Scotland to a church in Africa.
This super smile of his was amazing.It did wonders.
One day when visiting them we asked David and Gifty (who was also suffering with much back pain) how
they could always remain smiling. They said it would not help if they went around with sour faces all day
long; it would only make them feel worse and everyone around them miserable.
I finish by quoting one of his memorable sayings to his children: ?Outside my house Dutch rules apply,
inside my house African rules apply?.
Emmanuel Asare Awuku, Elder of the SICR, remembers Uncle Dave
I got to know Uncle Dave at the Scots International Church in the mid-nineties when I first joined as a
member. Uncle Dave was respected by every Ghanaian at the Scots Church as he was the first Ghanaian
to be ordained as an elder. Due to his good works, dedication, and commitments, he paved the way for
other Ghanaians to be ordained as elders which has continued till this day.
Uncle Dave you were a great inspiration, and we will always remember you.
Uncle Dave you fought a good fight, you have finished the race and you kept your faith.
Fare thee well Uncle Dave
May your soul rest in peace
Uncle Dave Nantew yiye.
Uncle Dave Mawu na nor kpliwo
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By Pam Rusell

Bei n g u sef u l w h er e on e can
"[...] we wanted to be of use in some way and
give something to the community. [...] working
over the years in various Community centres
and the Paulus Kerk I have had loads of
pleasure and learnt so much from all of
them."

W

hen talking about my grandparents I was
told that my grandmother went ?into
service?. It seems that, in Victorian times in
Great Britain most women went ?into Service?
which meant that large richer families could afford
to take in younger ladies to serve all the variable
tasks to run a home. They were not called slaves
but were often dedicated ladies who worked very
hard doing all the work needed in large houses, for
little reward.
People all over the world have always had workers
or servants to serve their needs, sometimes paid
and sometimes not. A waiter, a shop assistant, a
church minister, a soldier doing his duty for his
country or even a tennis ball, involves passing on
or giving something.
Living in Holland Stephen and I felt we wanted to
be of use in some way and give something to the
community. Being inventive and capable with his
hands, Stephen does voluntary work helping the
elderly, handicapped or other needy people with

?Do-it-yourself jobs? in their homes or our church.
Furthermore, he and a group of volunteers set up
a ?Repair Café? where people can come with
non-working objects to be repaired for a donation,
to cover the cost of materials.
Unlike Stephen, I am not as practically handy as he
is, so my voluntary service has been more directed
towards helping people to learn a language:
formerly English, but now Dutch to refugees. I have
enjoyed seeing their self-confidence develop and
their social contacts grow. Personally, working over
the years in various Community centres and the
Paulus Kerk I have had loads of pleasure and
learnt so much from all of them.
We get a sense of satisfaction knowing we have
been useful, and the people are grateful.
As an unpaid servant I shall stop now and serve the
dinner for Stephen!
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A n n ou n cem en t s
Open Afternoon resumes
riday?s Open Afternoon was an initiative that
began last year. As of February 4th, 2022,
Open Afternoon will start at the earlier time of
12noon and close at 3pm. It will be in the Lower
Hall, as before, which will be set up to be a
welcoming space. On offer will be, of course, tea
and coffee but also a bowl of soup. There will be a
minimal charge of ?2 which will cover expenses
and provide funds for the ongoing future of Open
Afternoon. It is open to everyone and hopefully it
will be a fellowship and missional opportunity.

F

So, when you are in Rotterdam and looking for
somewhere to rest your feet then come to the
Church. Perhaps you have arranged to meet a
friend for an afternoon?s shopping, then why not
start at the church with a light lunch and build your
energy up for carrying all those shopping bags. It
could be you have work in Rotterdam and only
have time for a quick bite then just pop in you will
receive a warm welcome.
Or maybe you just need somewhere to chat, read a
book, have someone to pray with you or just sit by
yourself then Open Afternoon might just be the
place you need.
In due course there will be some form of
entertainment in the latter part of the afternoon.
Finally, would you be able to volunteer to be part
of the team? You don?t need to come every week
but any help that is offered will be gratefully
received. You can email the Church office for the
attention of Graham via info@scotsintchurch.com

De W eek van het Rotterdamse
Kerkgebouw
his year, De Week van de Architectuur will take
place between 28 May and 3 June. On
Saturday 28th May, the SICR will be opened to
the general public as part of the Rotterdamse
kerkgebouw programme. The idea behind the
?Rotterdamse kerkgebouw? is to, during De Week
van de Architectuur, open up as many churches in
Rotterdam as possible to the general public, and to
make your Church shine ? in Dutch we would say
?je kerk op de kaart zetten?.

T

In the past months, Ato Bob and Christine
Snoei-Galloway
have
attended
several
brainstorming events together with members of
other churches in Rotterdam. Together with the De
Kerkvernieuwers and
Cultuurscan
Centrum
Christine has brainstormed possibilities of
reaching the general public, current ideas include:
-

Guided tours: Church & mosaic wall
Storytelling + Music
Choir singing + Multiple church tours
Organ playing + Multiple church tours

For each idea Christine has already approached
members of the congregation. Should you have
other ideas, please contact her as she would like to
put together a nice program for Saturday 28th
May.
Also, Christine is in need of volunteers to assist on
the day itself, as she will be attending a wedding in
Greece (lucky her!). Christine will make sure
everything is organized, but it would be great if she
could handover to someone in the congregation.
Kindly contact Christine on 065 326 7096.

We hope to see you there.
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A n n ou n cem en t s
Flower arranging group to reconvene soon
n 2021 the flower arranging group was unable to
meet as often as it would have wanted to. This
year, the Group looks forward to having some
moments together again, hopefully in the first
quarter.

I

The group meets mostly every 2 months, in the
lower hall on a Saturday from 10:30am onwards. If
you would like to join, kindly contact Christine
Snoei-Galloway. Christine will add you to the
Group?s WhatsApp page, where you will be
informed about the next meeting, the flower
arrangement the Group plans to put together.
The idea behind the flower arranging meeting is to
meet each other in a different setting, so as to get
to know each other better. You need not to have
had any experience in flower arranging,
participants all learn from each other.
For further details contact Christine on 065 326
7096. Hope to see you soon!
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A n n ou n cem en t s
Mission Offer ing Febr uar y: Schol ar ships for 25
theol ogy students in Zambia
n Zambia, the Church is growing and with it the demand for
pastors, who can lead congregations in sometimes poor and
difficult circumstances. The theological faculty at Justo Mwale
University in Lusaka offers quality theological education, with a
focus on topics such as HIV/AIDS, gender issues, human rights,
politics, food safety, climate change.

I

About 130 students (men and women) from nine different
denominations study at the theological faculty. These students live ?
often together with their families ? on the campus. Through ?Kerk in
Actie' you can contribute to the scholarships of 25 theology
students. Support this work through SICR Bank accounts: NL62
RABO 0373741006 or NL17 INGB 0000 175187.

Mission Offering March: Ma-Flo orphan kids education in Cameroon
he Ma-Flo Kids Foundation was created in 2007 to support the efforts of Florence Foyab in enabling
needy orphans continue their primary school education. Florence is a Cameroonian member of the
SICR, who discovered that many orphans, whose parents died of AIDS, could no longer go to primary
school. Through the Foundation, over a dozen AIDS orphans are supported through primary school. Their
school fees are paid for, and they receive a pair of shoes every year.

T

The Government and mission schools have been closed for three years, due to the brutal Civil War in
Anglophone Southwest and Northwest Provinces of Cameroon but small community schools have sprung
up where Ma-Flo Kids have been found continuing their education.
In November 2021, the Foundation sent ? 713,46 for school fees and shoes, which means that we now
have to replenish our funds for the 2022/2023 school year. Please let your heart speak and support this
Mission Offering in March by using the SICR Bank accounts (see above).
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D ev el op m en t s i n t h e
p ast m on t h s
October 1, 2021

Open Afternoon

The Open Afternoon on Fridays was started in October.

October 3, 2021

Communion service

Communion service was led by Rev. Graham Austin.

October 10, 2021

Annual Harvest &
Thanksgiving
Auction

The Annual Harvest Thanksgiving took place with Elder Bridget as the Convener,
assisted by fellow Elders Esther, Frieda and Ranee. The Harvest auction raised ?
1045 for the Church.

October 17, 2021

New Elder ordained

Dennis Kwabena Acquaye was ordinated as an Elder.

Mission Offering

The Mission Offering for the month was presented to Samen Kerk in Nederland,
an organization that assists migrant-churches in the Netherlands.

November 7, 2021

Communion service

Communion service was led by Rev. Graham Austin.

November 14, 2021

Annual
Remembrance
Service

The Annual Remembrance Service, in honour of the memory of those who died
during the two World Wars and Peace keeping operations, was held. The evening
Peace Service was attended by clergy from the German Gemeinde, the Holland
Methodist, Holy Living Fire House of Grace, the Wallonian Church, the SICR
congregation and visitors from The Hague.

November 21, 2021

Youth Group
worship service

The congregation was treated to a delightful worship service led by the Youth
Group.

Mission Offering

The Youth Group elected a cluster of five climate change-oriented NGOs as the
beneficiary of the month?s Mission Offering.

December 5, 2021

Celtic Communion

A Celtic Communion led by our Rev. Irene Bom took place.

December 14, 2021

Church premises
closes

In line with the Dutch government?s directives to restrain the spread of Covid-19,
the Consistory decided to close the Church premises to physical gatherings.

December 25, 2021

Virtual Christmas
service

With the Church premises closed, the SICR Worship Team and others organized a
festive virtual Christmas service.

December 26, 2021

Rory Wolfert
baptised

Rev. Graham Austin baptised Rory Wolfert, son of Sinead and Robin and brother
to Bruce, as part of an online worship service.

Mission Offering for

The Youth Group elected a cluster of five climate change-oriented NGOs as the
beneficiary of the month?s Mission Offering.

January 2, 2022

Communion service

Rev. Graham Austin led Communion as part of an online worship service.

January 23, 2022

Church premises
reopens

Pursuant to the Dutch government easing some previous directives to restrain
the spread of Covid-19, the Consistory decided to reopen the Church premises to
physical gatherings.

13

U p com i n g A ct i v i t i es
Every Friday

Open Afternoon

Every Friday between 1200 and 1500 CET, the Church?s
lower hall is open, offering fellowship, and warm
hospitality to the public.

February 6, 2022

Communion Service

In-person communion service

March 4, 2022

World Day of Prayer

A yearly common Day of Prayer observed by believers in
170 countries.

March 6, 2022

Communion Service

Communion service

March 27, 2022

SICR Annual General
Meeting

Annual General Meeting
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