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Letter  

from  

the  

Minister 

Dear Friends, 
 
For some time now Moira and I have been deeply concerned 
about how Brexit is going to affect us, given that it’s our inten-
tion to retire (again!) to France.  When I accepted your invita-
tion to come as your Minister back in 2016, I did so on the basis 
I would stay for at least 4 years, but no more than 5 – and so 
my departure would not be before the end of June 2020.  That 
would still be what we would hope to do, and, if there is a Brexit 
deal between the UK and the EU, that should be possible, giv-
en the terms of the transition agreement already reached (but 
only effective if there is a deal).  However, if there is a ‘no-deal’ 
Brexit – something that seems increasingly likely - we have little 
option other than to return to live in France at least a couple of 
weeks before 29 March next year (the date the UK leaves the 
EU and we cease to be EU citizens) in order to (hopefully) se-
cure residency and health care rights in France as EU citizens.  
At the time of writing this, I don’t know how this will work out but 
I want to make you all aware of just how things stand now and 
not wait until the situation becomes clear and possibly then ur-
gent.  I will, of course, make formal intimation of what we’ll be 
doing as soon as the implications of Brexit do become clear. 
 
On a cheerier note, we are now moving in to Advent – the sea-
son of the Church’s preparation for Christmas – and then, of 
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course, it will be Christmas itself: one of the central celebra-
tions of our faith when we recall the incarnation of Jesus, his 
coming to us as the baby in the stable in Bethlehem.  It’s a 
wonderful story for children, but, more than that, it’s a won-
derful story for everyone.  It is unique: the coming together 
of earth and heaven in the birth of the Christ child.  While 
none of us has seen God, he has, in Jesus, shown us some-
thing of his nature: not least in the love and compassion he 
showed for all people and especially for those on the mar-
gins of society. 
 
Sometimes I think the Church (certainly, as an institution) 
has drifted very far from the example and teachings of Jesus 
and allied itself too closely with the powerful in the world, 
both politically and economically.  Indeed, the Church itself 
(again, as an institution) has been at or close to the centre 
of power in much of the Western world for many centuries – 
at least until around 100 years ago.  Since then (the end of 
the 1st World War) the Church’s standing and influence has 
declined.  Indeed, in many respects, it now finds itself on the 
margins of society! 
 
But that need not necessarily be bad news.  For I believe 
that the Church (in the sense of the people), although nu-
merically less, has actually begun to develop a better under-
standing of what we are called to be in the world: salt and 
light.  And so, as we move towards Christmas 2018, may we 
ensure that we prepare ourselves to be saltier and brighter 
than we’ve ever been before, for the world has great need of 
being illuminated by people who live out the Christian faith 
and of being seasoned by that faith in order to ensure that 
God’s world continues to be the place of great beauty and 
variety that God created it to be, as well as the source of life 
for all of creation. 
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So let’s not be afraid to celebrate our faith this Christmas – not 
only by coming out to raise the roof of the Church (as a build-
ing) with our praise but also by demonstrating in our daily lives 
just how we celebrate God’s coming into our world 2000 years 
ago and reflecting the care and compassion of Jesus for all 
people. 
 
Let me conclude by wishing you all, on behalf of Moira and my-
self, our sincerest best wishes for a truly wonder-full Christmas 
and good health and happiness in 2019.       
 

 Derek 

This year our Christmas celebrations will begin on Sunday 16th De-
cember when our service at 10.30am will include the Sunday School 
Nativity Play. 
 
Then on Sunday 23rd December our service at 10.30am will be a 
Joint Service with the Hope International Baptist Church, and then at 
7.30pm we’ll have a Service of Lessons and Carols, preceded by 
our Christmas Tea at 5.30pm.  On Christmas Eve itself we’ll have a 
Christingle Service at 7pm – an evening for all the family! 
 
On Christmas Day we’ll have a Family Celebration of Christmas at 
10.30am – to which children are invited to bring along a toy (which 
they received either from Sinterklaas or on Christmas morning). 
 
Celebrations continue after Christmas, concluding on Sunday 6th 
January when we’ll celebrate Holy Communion for Epiphany and 
then round off our celebrations with our Soup & Christmas Pud-
ding Lunch after the Service. 
 

 
 



Page 5 THE HERALD 

International Peace Service 

 
This service was held on the even-
ing of 11th November when almost 
100 people attended from congre-
gations across the city.  Ministers 
from the following congregations 
participated: 
 
Christian Family International        
German Evangelical Church         
Holland Methodist Church 
Holyfire House of Grace            
Jesus Licht der Wereld          
Moravian Church (EBGR) 
Russian Orthodox Church  
Waalse Kerk 
along with myself.   
We also had musical contributions 
from the Immanuel Choir from the 
Moravian Church and the Holland 
Methodist Choir.(see picture)  
Thanks, too, to our own Netty for 
playing for our praise. 
 
The Address was given by Edwin 
Ruigrok, the Policy Director of PAX 

– a partnership between IKV (Interchurch Peace Council) and 
Pax Christi – and it was both interesting and inspiring.  Thanks 

to all those who attended.                                    Derek 
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Forthcoming Services 
 

December 
2nd 10.30  Worship for the 1st Sunday in Advent  
     – including the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
9th  10.30  Worship for the 2nd Sunday in Advent 
 
6th  10.30  Worship for the 3rd Sunday in Advent 
     - including the Sunday School Nativity Play 
 
23rd 10.30  Worship for the 4th Sunday in Advent 
      a Joint Service with the Hope International Baptist   
     Church 
  19.30  Service of Lessons & Carols for Christmas 
 
24th 19.00  Christingle Service for all the Family 
 
25th 10.30  A Family Celebration of Christmas Day 
 
30th 10.30  Worship for the 1st Sunday after Christmas 
 

January 
 

6th 10.30   Worship for Epiphany – including the Sacrament of Holy 
     Communion and followed by Soup & Christmas Pudding 
     Lunch 
 
13th 10.30  Worship for the 1st Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
20th 10.30  Worship for the 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
27th 10.30  Worship for the 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

February 
 

3rd 10.30   Worship for the 4th Sunday after the Epipha ny in  
     cluding the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Stewardship 

The Consistory is to be forming a small Planning Group with a view to our 
having a stewardship campaign early next year.  As will be evident from 
our Accounts for 2018 once these are completed, we urgently need to in-
crease our givings in order to maintain our financial viability. 

So – watch this space! 
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At the beginning of 2019 I’m hoping to hold a short series of 
meetings for anyone interested in becoming a member of the 
SICR by profession of faith.  If you are interested in finding out 
more about the Christian faith and what it involves to be a mem-
ber of the Church please contact me as soon as possible so that 
I can plan dates that are suitable for those who want to come 
along.  Please note that by coming you are not committed to 
making a profession of faith – you can decide on that at the end 
of the course. 
 
Equally, if you are already a member of a church of another de-
nomination, you can be admitted to membership without need-
ing to attend these meetings – just get in touch with me. 

Derek 

Training in Worship Leading  

Could you be part of our new Worship Teams? 
 

We’re looking to establish two Worship Teams, each of four people, to 
be available to lead worship as and when needed.  If you feel you’d be 
interested in learning about what’s required to assist in the leading of 
worship, please contact me as I’m looking to run a training course in 
worship leading early in 2019.  Please don’t think that leading worship 
is the exclusive jurisdiction of the ordained minister – after all, the 
Reformation was about pursuing the ministry of all believers! 
Even if you’re not sure, please get in touch with me and we can have a 

preliminary chat.              Derek  
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Presbytery meeting Amsterdam 

The International Presbytery of 
the Church of Scotland met in 
Amsterdam in the weekend of 12 
– 14 October. One of the most 
important issues was Reduction 
in Full Time Equivalent Ministers. 
Not an issue for us alone, but for 
the whole of the Church of Scot-
land.  

Due to a combination of Ministers 
of getting of age (and retiring) 
and the lack of incoming young 
Ministers, churches have to think 
about their future. The church as 
a whole is looking at a future with 
less Ministers. The ‘pain’ will be 
shared among all presbyteries. 
The International Presbytery 
have 12 point something Full 
Time Equivalent Ministers, in re-
ality it have to go maybe to half 
that size. It won’t effect us imme-
diately, but we have to think of 
the future. And closing our eyes 
is no option. 

What to do? Is it possible to get 
more Ministers of the protestant 
churches in the USA (PCUSA)? 
Not under present church rules. 
Can church rules be changed? 

We didn’t find (all the) answers during the meeting. It will come back in 
one of the next meetings. 

The Moderator of the International Presbytery holds office for one 
year. Our Minister Rev. Derek Lawson, steps down at the March 
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meeting of presbytery in Paris. But Rotterdam delivers a new Moder-
ator: Rev. Irene Bom. The 2019 Mission project of the International 
Presbytery will be the Mulleriyawa Mental Hospital In Colombo Sri 
Lanka. 

It was decided that the next Presbytery Youth Assembly will take 
place in Rotterdam. The date is not yet set.                                               
                 Ruud Witte 

Mission Offerings 2019 
 

Mission Offerings as retiring offering on the first Sunday of the month 
has been a long and worthwhile tradition in our church. We mostly 
promoted activities in organizations of our members in various coun-
tries. The request and need for this has lately been reduced. 
Therefore in its last meeting of 13.11.18 the Consistory reviewed the 
schedule for Mission Offerings in 2019. This resulted in taking out 
some consecutive (two months in a row) offerings and others like for 
Mamre altogether. This also means that there will be four opportuni-
ties to contribute to new good causes. 
You may suggest good projects or organizations, which must be offi-
cially registered and providing ample information about their activi-
ties. Contact me if you want to know more. 
By Ato Bob  
 

EMBRACING THE “SISTERHOOD EFFECT” * 
by Rev. Irene Bom 

 

The Evening Ladies Bible Study (ELBS) was launched in February 
2017 and from the start the "sisterhood effect" was a point of focus. 
We wanted to understand what it means to be women of God and 
sisters in Christ. Consequently we spent about 3 months studying as 
many examples of sisterhood in the Bible we could find. 
 Some of our role models: Mary and Elizabeth (Luke 1-2); Mary and 
Martha (Luke 10:38-42, John 12:1-8, John 11:1-44); Naomi and Ruth 
(Ruth 1-4); Hannah (1 Samuel 1-2); the women at the cross 
(various). 
  
Mary's calling to be the mother of Jesus would have been so much 
harder without the moral, spiritual and practical support of her cousin, 
Elizabeth, in those crucial first months of pregnancy. And what a 
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blessing Ruth was to her mother-in-law, Naomi, as they return to 
Bethlehem together where Ruth finds love again and so becomes 
grafted into the ancestral line of David (Ruth was David’s grandmoth-
er) and of his descendent, Jesus. 
 
A new season  
After various series - e.g. Rebecca Manley Pippert’s book, A heart for 
God (lessons from David and Saul’s life), the letter to the Philippians, 
deep dive into the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23), dipping into the 
psalms - the ELBS has run its course for now. Many members have 
moved on - some to other parts of the world, many to new challenges 
in work and family life. I hope they take with them good memories 
of gathering around my dining room table, studying God's word to-
gether, and have learnt the value of meeting regularly with sisters in 
Christ to encourage, challenge and support one another. Those who 
remain will continue to find ways to meet informally. 
 
What next? I'm more convinced than ever that there is great value 
and power for good in "the sisterhood effect". What dreams and vi-
sions will surface from the many strong and faithful women in our con-
gregation with a heart for God and a heart to make a difference in the 
world? 
  
Taking your "sisterhood" to the next level  
No doubt, ladies, you already experience the value of the "sisterhood 
effect" in your relationships with other women – one-on-one or in 
small groups. If the relationship is stable, why not see if you can en-
large your circle, drawing in one or two women who might benefit from 
your support. To enrich your sister-to-sister relationships, you could 
study a book together or set up an informal meeting with someone 
whose wisdom you’d appreciate. 
  
As dreams and visions rise from these informal sister-to-sister rela-
tionships, let's find ways to put them into effect. 
 
One dream I have, for example, is to create a platform for women to 
gather for an event a few times a year to learn, to share and to pray; 
maybe with a meal and a speaker, and breaking into smaller groups 
to give and receive support and wisdom; possibly with a team to look 
after the children so more women can attend. An opportunity to grow 
and to draw others in. 
* The "brotherhood effect" is just as vital in promoting well-being 
among men. 
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Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

Herald Deadline
Items for the  January/Winter Issue of  the Herald should be given to Bob 
Hensen or sent to the church office by 23-01-2019. 
We hope the next Herald will be available from  03-02-2019 

Birthdays 
 
December 2018 
 
Rebecca Taylor 
Jan van Put  
James Essel 
Menen Tessema-Betre 
Richmond Mensah 
Doreen Asare-Awuku - Dankwa 
Pam Russell-Knott 
Christa Jacobs 
Esther Abang 
Sophie Tataw 
Stanley Chege Murithi  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     January  2019 
 
Helena Brhel/Brhelova 
Jana Brhel/Brhelova 
Stefan Stifanos 
Cindel Fleming 
Peace Acquaah 
Irene Bom 
Florence Foyab-Bergner 
Alina Balatica 
Lee  Bouwman  
Cor  Vermeulen 
Maaike Koka – v.d. Eerden  
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Minister: 

Derek Lawson,  

Schiedamsevest 121,  

Tel.: 010 4125709 

E:DLawson@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Church Office:  

Schiedamsesingel 6,  

tel. 010-4124779 ,  

E:info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator: 

Molly Foster,  

tel: 06 25538320,  

E:info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Pastoral Care Working Group Convener:   

Derek Lawson 
 

Worship & Nurture Working Group Convener:   

Rizal Sebastian  

 

Organists: 

Jan Hendrik van der Kamp, 

E:J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Netty Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

 

Choir: Anneke Pot 

 

Joyful Singers: Esther Abang,  

tel. 06 2462 0438, E:esabang201@yahoo.com 

 

Welcome Team:  

Steve and Pam Russell,  

Tel: 010 5914959,  

E:srussell@caiway.nl 

 

Youth group: Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School: Peace Acquah 

Creche: Veronika Kind and  Chidinma Chukwu 

 

Secretary to the Consistory:  

Bob Hensen, E:atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

 

Safeguarding and Child Protection Officer:  

Annemarie Fleming,  

Tel:06 4100 5611,  

E:broll-111@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer and offering envelopes:  

Jim Taylor,  

Tel:071 3625835 

 

Property Working Group Convener:  

Olaf de Zanger. 

 

Finance & Governance Working Group Convener: 

Fred Booman. 

 

Fellowship & Communication Working Group 

Convener: Bob Hensen. 

Herald and SICR weekly Bulletin: 

Bob Hensen:(editor) 

06 016808505  

E:atobobhensen@hotmail.com  

Carol de Groot:  

E:carolkaedegroot@gmail.com 

Ranee Damanik:  

E: ran33d@gmail.com 

George Ross:  

E:georgeross@home.nl 

 

Church beamer:  

André van der Velden,  

Tel: 0180-756449,  

E:aavandervelden@casema.nl 
 
Childrens’s Message: 

Rev. Irene Bom,  

E:ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

 

Bookstall: 
Teun Karreman 
E: karremanski@hotmail.com 

WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 


