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Letter  
from  
the  
Minister 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
Once again, the time has come around for me to write my letter 
for The Herald and, as I do so, I’m between returning from a 
(very brief) Presbytery visit to Fuengirola in Spain and setting of 
(with Moira) for the half-yearly meeting of Presbytery in Malta, 
following which I’ve yet another Presbytery visit to make – this 
time to Lausanne to conduct their Local Church Review (along 
with Irene Bom and Ruud Witte).  I mention this as a reminder 
that we’re part of something bigger than the Scots International 
Church, that we are part of the community that is the Interna-
tional Presbytery of the Church of Scotland, the last meeting of 
which we hosted here in Rotterdam back in March.  But we’re 
part of something even bigger than that – the Church of Scot-
land, yes – but even bigger than that: the world-wide Christian 
community, the Body of Christ. 
 
But the everyday reality of church is, for us, the Scots Interna-
tional Church Rotterdam.  And as approach our 375th anniver-
sary next year, maybe we need to think about each of the 
words in our name and what they mean for us. 
 
Scots – this identifies both our historical origins and our pre-
sent-day denominational membership.  Our origins take us 
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back to the 17th century and the granting by the States of 
Holland of a petition to them that “there shall be erected and 
instituted a church for the Scottish Nation”.  And so began, 
in 1642, what is today the SICR – originally meeting in a 
warehouse in the Wijnstraat.  Today our denominational 
membership is as a congregation of the International Pres-
bytery of the Church of Scotland.  That has a variety of im-
plications for us in that our ecclesiology (how we function as 
a Church) is Presbyterian, and that our essential beliefs in-
clude belief in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in the 
forgiveness of sin and in eternal life.  It also implies that 
what we do will be done in the English language. 
 
International – this is the most recent part of our name, but 
arguably the part that says a great deal about us.  We are, 
quite clearly to anyone who looks around on a Sunday 
morning, a multi-national congregation – we come from all 
over the world - but we aspire to be more than that if we call 
ourselves “International”: for that implies an intention that we 
be a community where there are no outsiders, where we are 
all, quite simply, members of the body of Christ.  Of course 
we are an imperfect human institution but our intention must 
always be to be a community where people who are far from 
“home” can remember that no matter how far they have trav-
elled they still belong to God, and, through Jesus and with 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, belong with all who share in that 
community. 
Church – the word in the new Testament commonly trans-
lated as “church” is the Greek word koinonia, which means 
an assembly of people who are called out (by God).  We 
might equally refer to it as the community of faith.  Above all, 
it is the people – not the building or the institution. 
 
Rotterdam – this locates where we are geographically and 
implies we exist within the culture and society of the Nether-
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lands, wherever our origins may have been. 
I hope, in the coming months, to follow up on some of what I’ve 
written above as I believe it’s important that we all reflect on 
the implications of who we are and what we aspire to be.  It’s 
difficult, in the light of the above, not to begin by saying a word 
about the ministry of hospitality, as, given our diversity, we 
need to consciously extend the hand of welcome and to be 
willing to share in the provision of hospitality – whether in such 
simple ways as helping with tea and coffee after worship, or in 
providing food for social events we hold. Indeed, one of the 
great joys of the Presbytery weekend in March was the won-
derful variety of food provided for lunch on the Sunday: food 
that reflected the diversity of nationalities within our church.  
Perhaps, though, we also need to begin to share our diversity 
on a deeper level – but that’s a topic for another day! 
 
For the moment, therefore, let me conclude with a quotation 
from probably the one theology textbook that most inspired me 
during my study of theology, namely Faith Seeking Under-
standing by Daniel Migliore: 
 
 “The Church is the community called into being, built up and 
 sent into the world to serve in the name and power of the   
 triune God. When the Church is true to its own being and 
 mission, it offers an earthly correspondence to God’s own 
 unity in diversity, to the inclusive and welcoming love of the 
 other that characterizes the communion of the triune God.” 
 
May we all aspire to play our part in ensuring that our commu-
nity of faith is true to its being and mission and that, in all we 
do, we show the inclusive and welcoming love of the other.  
May God bless you all as you aspire to do just that! 
 

         Derek 
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Forthcoming Services 
 

October 
 

  8th 10.30am Worship conducted by Rev Joost Pot 
 
15th 10.30am Worship conducted by Rev Derek Law 
      son 
    7.30pm  Service for Wholeness & Healing 
 
22nd 10.30am Worship conducted by Rev Eric  
      Foggitt 
29th 10.30am Worship conducted by Rev Derek Law 
      son 

November 
 

  5th 10.30am Sacrament of Holy Communion – Rev  
      Derek Lawson 
 
12th 10.30am Service for Remembrance Sunday 
  7.30pm  International Peace Service 
 
19th 10.30am Worship conducted by Rev Derek Law 
      son 
   7.30pm  Service of Praise for Advent & Christmas 
 
26th 10.30am Youth Service – led by members of the  
      Youth Group 
 

December 
 

  3rd 10.30am Sacrament of Holy Communion – 1st   
      Sunday in Advent 
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International Peace Service – Sunday 12th No-
vember 
From what I can determine, I think 
the Peace Service this year will be 
the 87th such service, as, although it 
began in 1925, it was not held for at 
least 6 years during WW2.  Although 
originally held on the 1st Sunday in 
Advent, it has for many years now 
been held on the evening of, what is 
in the UK, Remembrance Sunday 
(the Sunday nearest to 11th Novem-
ber – the day WW1 ended in 1918).  
It came about as the result of a The-
ological Conference held in Uppsala, 
Sweden, in 1924 - the idea being to create a worldwide 
prayer for peace across the world.  I’ve no idea whether it 
has continued anywhere other than here in Rotterdam.  If 
anyone knows, I’d be happy to hear. 

It has always been the minister of the SICR who has hosted 
the service, with invitations extended to the clergy (and con-
gregations) of other Christian denominations in Rotterdam 
to participate and with a guest preacher. Support for this 
service appears to have dwindled somewhat in recent years 
– at one time the church was packed out!  It’s certainly not 
because there’s any less need for the service today – it 
surely is just as great as it was in 1925 – perhaps even 
greater, given we live in a world of weapons of mass de-
struction.  I hope, therefore, that there will be greater sup-
port for this year’s service on Sunday 12th November at 
7.30pm. 
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Derek 

Alpha Course 
 

The Alpha Course continues to run on Wednesday eve-
nings (except 11 Oct and 1 Nov) from 7.00pm until no later 
than 9.15pm.  The evening starts with sharing a meal to-
gether, then watching the DVD for that week’s topic, fol-
lowed by questions and discussion. 
 
The forthcoming topics are: 
 
18 October  How does God guide us? 
 
25 October  Who is the Holy Spirit? 
 
08 November What does the Holy Spirit do? 
 
15 November How can I make the most of the rest of my 
life? 
 
22 November How can I resist evil? 
 
29 November Why and how should I tell others? 
 
06 December Does God heal today? 
 
13 December What about the Church?  
 
Even if you can’t come to the whole course but there’s one 
or more topic that interests you, you’re welcome to come 
along on that or those Wednesdays. 

Derek 
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Evening Services 

Wholeness & Healing 

On Sunday 15th October at 7.30pm we’ll be holding what 
will be our third Service for Wholeness and Healing.  We 
welcome all who want to be part of this important ministry 
that is an integral part of our Christian life and witness, as 
we seek to bring wholeness to our own lives, the lives of 
friends and family, indeed to the life of the world.  The He-
brew word shalom describes this concept, with its meaning 
of wholeness, harmony, completeness and peace – all of 
which are desperately needed in our world today. 

Praise for Advent & Christmas 

On Sunday 19th November at 7.30pm there will be the op-
portunity to sing praise relevant to the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas.  Some will be familiar, some maybe less so, 
and one or two maybe even new to you.  Make this a part 
of your preparation for Christmas! 

Sewing Group 
 
Any ladies interested in being part of a group to meet to-
gether to make banners for the Church (the first 4 will be for 
Advent) and Chrismon symbols to decorate the Christmas 
tree – or even if you’d like to know more about what’s in-
volved – 
Please speak to or e-mail me at (moira.lawson@sfr.fr). 

Moira Lawson 
Who is who in the consistory 
 
Emmanuel Asare Awuku was born in Ghana, the seventh of ten 
children. He is blessed with the memory of his loving and caring 
parents, Martin Awuku and Mildred Agyeley Awuku, The family 
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of six boys and four girls attended the local 
Presbyterian Church, where his parents 
were both elders. 
In the 1980’s, his mother was also the na-
tional mother of a Presbyterian singing 
band in Ghana and served as treasurer of 
the Akwapim district singing band. Emman-
uel has followed in his mother’s footsteps in 
his dedication to preserving the music of his 
country and region, and enjoys singing in 
the Scots Church’s Joyful Singers African 
Choir. 
After completing his secondary education, 
he worked in the office of a shipping com-
pany for a year and half before the call of 
the sea captured his imagination. He sailed 
for sixteen years, the last five on Dutch-
registered ships, before settling in the Netherlands in 1991 and mak-
ing Rotterdam his new home. For the past twenty-six years, he has 
worked in the export department of a logistic company. 
He is a member of the Ghanaian Seamen Association in Rotterdam 
and enjoys playing and watching football, tennis and athletics. 
Emmanuel’s wife is Doreen, an active member of the church and a 
Sunday school teacher. They have two children, Martin and Mildred, 
both born in our church family. 
Emmanuel joined the church in 1994 and first became an elder in 
2004. He served his first and second four-year term and is now part-
way through his third active term. His pastoral area is Outer East, 
which includes Capelle, Krimpen, Ouderkerk and Nieuwerkerk. 
 

Carol de Groot 

From the Consistory 
 
The Consistory, being Elders & Minister of the SICR, met on Tues-
day evening 12th September in the Lower Hall of the church. This 
was their first meeting in the new church year. 
On the agenda were among others: Update on the Constitution, 
Presbytery Plan, Pastoral Matters, Worship & Planning Matters. 
However as usual the meeting started with a prayer, Bible reading 
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and reflection led by the minister. 
Administrative actions, like adopting the draft agenda as well as the 
minutes of the previous meeting were also taken care of. 
 
As far as the proposed Constitution of the SICR was concerned, 
there was still no definite approval form the Church of Scotland 
(Edinburgh), while the PKN central office in Utrecht also were 
‘dragging their feet’. Nevertheless the minister told the Consistory 
that he had good hopes that the Draft Constitution would be ap-
proved and then be put before the congregation in dedicated meet-
ing of Members and Adherents.  
 
Pastoral Matters caused the Consistory to consider the sick and 
homebound as well as elderly. Minister and Elders added details 
about visits and contacts, while assuring the confidentiality of this 
topic. 
 
The Consistory was asked for their specific approval to remove a list 
of members and adherents, mentioned by name, from the Contact 
List and excluded from the to be constituted Members and Adher-
ents Rolls. 
 
The list of lapsed members or those known or thought to have left, 
was put together by the Consistory in their previous meeting of 4th 
July 2017, following which all those on the list had been contacted 
by e-mail or letter. This resulted in a list of those that had agreed to 
be removed and those that failed to respond to the e-mail or letter 
sent to them. A number of letters had been returned as no longer at 
the targeted address. 
The Consistory concluded that no solution had been found for an 
appealing form of Prayer meetings. 
The meeting was informed about the encouraging new activities of 
an Alpha Course and the Young Adult’s Christian Fellowship, which 
in addition to the three Bible Study groups represented a healthy 
church life. 
 
Concerning planning, the upcoming Harvest Thanksgiving, Remem-
brance and Peace Service, Christmas season and the 375th anni-
versary in 2018 were discussed. 
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The Consistory Clerk, Bob Hensen, reported on meetings he attended 
on behalf of the SICR, like Stadslab Cool-Zuid, Happy Street & 
Münchhausen and L&R. 
 
As any other business Mission Offering and Data Protection & Security 
were mentioned. Mission Offering for October would be the Internation-
al Presbytery project: Equine-Assisted Therapy for children in Algiers, 
while October would be for the Akwa Maternal Health project and finally 
December SKIN-NL. 
 
Dates of the next tows meetings were set as 24th October and 6th De-
cember. 
The meeting was closed with a prayer followed by the benediction said 
by all. 
 
Bob Hensen 
 
Now working for us, the Solar Panels. 
 
Fred Booman & Pam Russell members of the energy team reported: 
 
“From exactly 17:00 hours on Tuesday 26th September the Solar Pan-
els are working for us to produce and save electricity. The church looks 
even better than before  I have seen already the first numbers of KWh 
produced by the panels for us. The website for monitoring the perfor-
mance will be made available this week. I believe we should be proud 
and thankful that we could manage this together (with the great support 
of the whole congregation).” 
 
The picture shows the 
Saman Group finishing 
fixing the panels on the 
roof of the church. 
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War Brides 
 
My husband and I arrived in the Netherlands at the end of January 
1947, and were billeted with his parents in Rotterdam in an old 
fashioned house, no central heating or constant hot water which I 
was used in my little flat in London. 
A friend of my husband had already promised us half of his flat in 
Schiedam for which we paid him 1.000,00 guilders “Key Money, so, 
six weeks after our arrival we moved in. Our furniture had been 
brought to Rotterdam by Government container, but we had to pay 
duty on some items including silver, wedding presents, etc. Which 
were difficult to price. 
My husband came home a few days later to find me sitting in the 
kitchen with the gas stove on, with over door open for the warmth 
and candles for light, as our Electricity allowance for the month I 
had used up in an week trying to air blankets and clothing which 
had been in store for weeks. Incidentally, we brought the gas cook-
er from England and the friend living in the other half of the flat 
made good use of it and I would find him using all the jets to cook 
his own dinner so that I had to wait my turn! However, we didn’t fall 
out over this and we stayed there for four years. 
 
My son was born ten weeks later in April and I brought a lovely 
cream Silver Cross pram with a wine red hood from England which 
got a lot of envious looks 
in those days. 
I was very lucky to have 
such good and helpful in-
laws who also spoke quite 
good English. I know that 
there were such a lot of 
brides who came over 
and also had to live with 
their husband’s parents 
who didn’t speak any 
English, and were most 
unhappy and found it diffi-
cult to settle here. I be-
lieve quite a few returned to England until they were able to find 
their own house her. At that time anyone with a fairly large house 
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or flat were obliged to take in lodgers by the housing authorities. 
The majority of shop keepers I found most helpful as they had 
met the American, Canadian and English during the end of the 
war. 
Try to learn the language as soon as possible, both speaking 
and reading This was a must from the beginning. 
I often feel as much Dutch as English and it doesn’t worry me 
which language I use, and after 46 years I don’t have to trans-
late any more. Also, I have made so many good friends over the 
years that I could not go back and liver permanently in England, 
I just wouldn’t know where to settle, also my son’s family help to 
keep me here. 
I can truly say I have no regrets that I married a “Dutchman” and 
I have enjoyed my life so far to the utmost. 

Beryl de Jonge. 
 
This article was written by Beryl de Jonge for the book Scots 
Church Rotterdam in commemoration of its 350th anniversary 
in 1993 
 
From the council 
 
Summary of council meeting minutes of 20 June 2017. 
 

A new constitution has been drawn up by the minister. The 
draft document that aims to implement the unitary consti-
tution has been approved by the council. If the constitu-
tion also receives approval from the congregation in a 
special congregational meeting, the council as independ-
ent governing body will cease to exist and be merged 
with the consistory. Approval from the Scots Church and 
from the PKN is also needed.   

The council has discussed revision of rental contracts in an 
attempt to reduce the noise nuisance caused by some of 
the rentals. 

The council is pleased with good reports about the first times 
the “voedselbank” has been hosted in our church. This is 
an example of a case where we as a church do a good 
thing for the larger community we find ourselves in. 

Decisions about improving the accessibility of the church 
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entrance (ramp and threshold) and the insulation of the build-
ing are postponed because of the vacancy of the position of 
property team convener. 

 
Frans van der Meer 
 
 
Here below some pictures of the choir on their first Sunday in the new Sea-
son: 
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Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

 
 OCTOBER 2017 
   
1 Sally Agtboraten-v/d Starre 
2 Marion Brits-Pot 
4 Elaine de Zanger 
6 Cara Howe-Taylor 
6 Erica Wenfua 
9 Edwin Etienne 
10 Beryl Esi Essel 
11 Felix Johannes Brits 
12 Ann Schuursma 
13 Natalia Brhel-Brhelova 
13 Flora van der Zwaan 
13 Robert Simon van der Hulst 
16 Mavis Fleming 
16 Annemarie Smith 
17 Johanna Essel 
17 Patricia Ewing 
17 Henny Vermeulen 
20 Malaika Aboudou 
23 Matthew Lane 
28 Thomas Paton 
 

 
NOVEMBER  2017 
   
1 Bob Hensen 
2 Ann-Lynne Bouwman 
2 Gilberto Fleming 
2 Betty Polley 
5 Irene van Ginkel  
6 Wil Ross 
9 Elizabeth Dorn-Lee 
10 Ranee Damanik 
15 Elizabeth Adzra 
15 Rinus v/d Starre  
17 Denis Galloway 
19 Ricky Lim 
21 Eunelda  Cairo 
24 Meriam van der Velden 
26 Kelechi Omomut 
 

 

 

Herald Deadline
 
Items for the  Christmas (December/January) Issue of  the Herald 
should be given to Bob Hensen or sent to the church office by Wed-
nesday  15-11-2017. 
We hope the next Herald will be available from  25-11-2017 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster: 
Derek Lawson, 
Schiedamsevest 121 
Tel: 010-4125709 
Email: 
DLawson@churchofscotland.org.
uk 
Church Office: 
Schiedamsesingel 6 
info@scotsintchurch.com  
tel: 010 412 4779 
 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 
Molly Foster 
tel: 06-2553 8320 
info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 
  

Organists 
Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 
J.kamp15@chello.nl 
Nettie Dijkstra 
Amund Roe 
 

Choir 
Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 
Esther Abang 
esabang2011@yahoo.com 
tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 
Steve and Pam Russell 
srussell@caiway.nl 
tel:010 5 91 49 59 

 

 

Youth group 
Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School 
Olaf de Zanger 

Creche 
Maaike van der Eerden 
06-2733 0389 

Secretary to the 
Consistory 
Bob Hensen  
atobobhensen@hotmail.c

Convenor of the 
Council 
Ruud Witte 
tel. 06-22411465 
ruudwitte@planet.nl 
 
Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Officer: 
Annemarie Fleming 
tel.: 06 4100 6511 
broll-111@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jim Taylor 
tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 
Jim Taylor 

Property 
Convener:  
Vacant 

 
Financial Team 
Fred Booman 

Social Team 
Mavis Fleming 
hartenbeer@hotmailcom 
06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 
Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Carol de Groot, 
carolkaedegroot@gmail.com 
 
Ranee Damanik, 
ran33d@gmail.com 

Bookstall   
George and Wil Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Administrator 
Church Office Team 
info@scotsintchurch.com 

 
Church Beamer 
André van der Velden 
aavandervelden@casema.nl 
tel: 0180 756449 
 
Children’s Message 
Rev. Irene Bom 
ibsalem@xs4all.nl 


