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Letter  
from  
the  
Minister 

Dear friends 

Hopefully, by the time you’re reading this, we’ll be well into 

spring – indeed European Summer Time begins on 26th 
March – though it’s maybe a bit optimistic to expect summer 

just yet!!  In the Church calendar we’re making our way 

through Lent towards Easter, which this year we’ll celebrate 

on 16th April.  So, this edition of The Herald is our Easter 
edition and therefore I want to say something to you about 

the events of Holy Week and Easter. 

On Sunday 9th April we’ll celebrate Palm Sunday as we re-

member what is often called Jesus’ triumphal entry into Je-

rusalem.  It’s not that Jesus was in any way triumphalist – 
after all, he rode in on a donkey.  But it was the crowd who 

proclaimed him as “the One who comes in the name of the 

Lord” and who spread their cloaks and palm branches on the 

road.  And yet within days that same crowd was shouting, 
“Crucify him!”  I can’t help but wonder if there isn’t a warn-

ing for us all in this of the dangers of the loudest voices 

swaying the crowd (or at least enough of them) to obtain 

the outcome they want.  Maybe as Christians we need to 

make our voices heard more than we do! 
On Thursday of Holy Week, 13th April, we’ll be remembering 

the Last Supper Jesus shared with his disciples in the upper 

room in Jerusalem as we gather round the Lord’s Table for 
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our celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  I hope as many of 

you as are able will make the effort to come to this cele-

bration, given this is the very evening on which Christ in-
stituted our sacrament. 

As Christians, we share with Jesus the agony of the 

events in Holy Week and especially on (what I always feel 

is the inappropriately named) Good Friday.  But then, of 
course, we share the joy of the disciples in the events of 

Easter Day.  And so it is for us, as it certainly was for the 

disciples, something of a roller coaster time.  And so we’ll 

be gathering on the evening of Good Friday (14th April) 

to remember the painful events of that day – and then, 
on Easter Day itself (16th April), we’ll hold two services, 

the theme of which will be celebration.  The first will be 

an Early Morning Service at 8.00 am just in ‘T Landje 

playground beside the mosaic wall; and the second at the 
normal time of 10.30 am in the Church – a Family Ser-

vice which will include at least one adult baptism and ad-

mission by profession of faith (this being the traditional 

time at which the Christian Church admitted new mem-

bers).  In between the two services there will be break-
fast in the lower hall at 9.00am.  Why not get up early so 

you can come to both services and enjoy breakfast as 

well! 

I’d hoped in this edition of the Herald to be setting out 
how we would proceed towards adopting a Unitary Con-

stitution, but I continue (at the time of writing this) to be 

in communication with both the Church of Scotland and 

the Protestantse Kerk in Nederland in the hope of being 

able to agree a form of Constitution for the SICR that is 
acceptable to both denominations of which we are part.  

By the time of our next edition at the end of May I hope 

the way ahead will be clear and that I can explain to you 

then whatever steps we require to take to move forward. 
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From 10th to 12th March we hosted the half-yearly meeting 

of the International Presbytery here in the Scots Interna-

tional Church – as many of you witnessed at the service on 
the Sunday.  By all accounts, it was a highly successful 

meeting, appreciated both by Presbyters and their spouses, 

for whom trips were arranged on the Friday morning and 

Saturday.  I’ve received a number of emails expressing 
thanks to the congregation for their welcome and for the 

food that was provided and I’d therefore pass on these 

thanks to you and add my own thanks to everyone involved 

in any aspect of preparation for the meeting. 

As we approach Easter and recall its centrality to our faith, 
I’d like to share with you an Easter prayer written by Nick 

Fawcett, a former Baptist minister who is a prolific writer of 

prayers and other worship materials. 

Loving God, 
we praise you again for this season 

and the assurance it brings 

that nothing can ever finally overcome your love. 

You confronted the forces of evil, 

allowing them to throw everything 

they could muster against you, 

and when they had done their worst 

you emerged victorious, 

no power able to hold you down. 
Teach us always to hold on to that truth, 

and so to live each moment in the knowledge 

that, whatever we may face, 

your love will see us through. 

In the name of the Risen Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

May you find inspiration and strength from that prayer, for 

it has much to say in just a few lines.  Let me conclude by 
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wishing you all a truly blessed Easter and inviting all 

who are able to share with the Church family in our 

Easter celebrations by coming along to at least one of 
our services between Palm Sunday and Easter Day. 

 

Derek 

PALM SUNDAY  
SERVICE 

 

            Sunday 9
th
 April 

  at 10.30am 
 

          preceded by 
             Prayer Gathering at 

9.15am 

SERVICES for 

in the Scots International Church Rotterdam 
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Thursday 13
th

 April at 7.30pm  -  The Last Supper 
– a remembrance of Jesus’ last supper with the disci-

ples and a celebration of Communion. 
 

Friday 14
th

 April at 7.30pm  -  Worship for Good Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday – 16th April. 
8.00am in ‘T Landje playground 

“Early in the morning …” 

 

10.30am in the Church 

Easter Family Service 
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Forthcoming Worship/Diary 

April  
2nd   10.30 Sacrament of Holy Communion, Choir, Rev. Irene    

  Bom 

5th    19.30 Wednesday, Biblestudy 
 

9th    09.15 Prayer gathereing 
    10.30 Palmsunday Service 
12th   19.30 Wednesday, Biblestudy 
 

13th   07.30 pm The last Supper Rememberance and celebration   

    of Communion 
 

14th   07.30 pm Worship for Good Friday  

 

16th    08.00 am Early in the morning. At ‘t Landje playground  

    09.00 Easter Breakfast. 
    10.30 Easter Family Service 
 

23rd   2ndSunday of Easter 
    09.15 Bible Study—Sermon on the Mount       

    10.30 Morning Worship 
 

30th   3rd Sunday of Easter  

    09.15 Bible Study Sermon on the Mount, Final Part 
    10.30 Morning Worship 

May 
3rd   19.30 Biblestudy 
 

7th    4th Sunday of Easter 
    10.30 Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

10th   19.30 Biblestudy 
 

14th   5th Sunday of Easter 
    09.15 Prayer Gathering 
    10.30 Morning Worship 
17th   19.30 Biblestudy 
 

21st   6th Sunday of Easter 
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    10.30 Morning Service 
 

24th   19.30 Biblestudy 
 

28th   7th Sunday of Easter  

    10.30 Worship for Ascension, Rev. Irene Bom 

 

31st   19.30 Biblestudy 
 

Who is who in the consistory? 
 

Ato Cromwell was born in Sekondi-Takoradi in Ghana and 
grew up in a Methodist family with two sisters. He followed 
Bible studies at his church, and after confirmation classes, he 
was confirmed at the age of 15 by the presiding minister of 
the Methodist church in his home town. 
 

Ato vividly remembers his youth with The Boys’ and Girls’ Bri-
gade, an organisation within his church. At the age of twelve, 

he participated in his first ‘Duke 
of Edinburgh’ programme and 
gained his Bronze award. A year 
later, he went for his Silver me-
dal, training in Morse Code, Cam-
ping Proficiency and First Aid. He 
eventually reached the rank of 
senior officer in the brigade, and 
learned to always remember and 
live by Sir William Alexander’s 
principles, learned in the brigade 
through military disciple and 
drills. Through the brigade, he 
came to acknowledge true Christi-
an manliness, and learn to live a 
Christian life, guided by the Bible. 
 

Ato’s life went well until the sud-
den death of his father, when he 

discovered that he had to take a good look at his life through 
the contrast of pleasant and unpleasant situations. Things be-
came really tough for the family, and eventually he had to go 
and live with his grandparents. 
 

After graduating from high school, Ato attended a Technical 
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School, earning diplomas through sitting exams set by the City/
Guilds of London, eventually obtaining the level of Advanced Elec-
trical Installation. At the age of twenty-three, he got a job at Bre-
dero-Lagos Limited, and was stationed at Victoria Island in Lagos, 
Nigeria. He came to The Netherlands in 1986, through his second 
employer, Marlow Navigation.  
Here he met his wife Joke in Rotterdam in 1990 and they were 
married in 1994. They have two daughters, now aged twenty-two 
and eighteen, and they are now proud grandparents of two grand-
daughters as well. Ato and Joke live in Vlaardingen, with one 
daughter still at home. He currently works for Royal Steensma BV 
in Vlaardingen. 
 

A Ghanaian friend brought him the Scots Church and he joined the 
church in 2000. He has served many years as a Sunday School 
teacher and has been an elder of the church since 2007. His pas-
toral area is Deep South. 
 

Carol de Groot   

AGM – Annual General Meeting  
The Annual General Meeting of the Scots International Church 

Rotterdam (SICR) took place on Sunday 26th February after the 

morning Service. The gathering was duly announced for several 

weeks and reports from teams and groups requested. 

The minister, Rev. Derek Lawson opened the meeting with a pray-

er and welcomed the fifty two participating members and adhe-

rents. 

The minutes of the previous AGM of 28.02.2016 were reviewed 

and approved, with Hunter Smith moving for adoption and secon-

ded by Ruud Witte. 

The Treasurer Jim Taylor presented the circulated Finance Report 

and related that general income during 2016 was comparable to 

the previous year. Expenditure however increased due to a full 

time minister being inducted in July. On the other hand the con-

gregation had responded very well to the call for donations for the 

energy LED – Solar Panels program, which would bring benefits in 

the coming years. He cautioned that income was in decline, which 

would need due attention. 

The Consistory Clerk, Bob Hensen, presented his report in which 
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he reflected on the vacancy and the joy of now having Rev. Derek 

Lawson as the SICR minister, accompanied by his wife Moira. 

Bob’s report enumerated the various special services during the 

year and the locum ministers during the first half of 2016 exten-

sively. 

Other reports presented came from the Finance and Management 

Team, Sunday School, Crèche, Welcome Team and Mamre.  

The Unitary Constitution also featured on the agenda of the AGM. 

The minister explained to those present that though this form of 

organizing and ‘governing’ the SICR was preferred by Consistory 

and Council it had to be put on hold as it would hinder our valued 

relation with the PKN (Protestantse Kerk Nederland) of which the 

SICR is a member. A solution is being sought. 

Ruud Witte and Esther Abang had been nominated for re-election 

for another term of four years. The nomination had been duly se-

conded by several members and the secret written ballot resulted 

in a near unanimous confirmation of the re-election of Ruud and 

Esther. 

As Any Other Competent Business the participants were informed 

that Ordained Local Minister Rev. Irene Bom had been designated 

by the International Presbytery as Worship and Prayer Promotor 

for the Presbytery. 

The AGM ended with a prayer by the minister and the statement 

that ‘For the future we are here to fulfill God’s mission and trust 

in His guidance.’ 

Bob Hensen 

   

International presbytery Meeting March 2017. 

 

What a great presbytery weekend we 

had in March. The Scots International 

Church Rotterdam showed the presby-

ters of the International Presbytery and 

their spouses a warm welcome. What I 

heard was that everybody was very 

impressed by the accommodation we 
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have in this church not only for worshipping, but also for meetings 

like this. 

 

Even more positive reactions were on the reception we as a congre-

agation gave these days to the IP-members and spouses. The lun-

ches on Friday and Saturday, the buffet on Friday night and the fin-

gerfood lunch on Sunday, it was all more than wunderful. A great 

thank you to all who contributed to this. 

 

A good meal is not the main topic on meetings of the International 

Presbytery. Friday and Saturday means business. No Minutres in this 

Herald, just some highlights. 

 

The Revd. Ewen Maclean from St Andrew's Church of Scotland, Gi-

braltar is the new Moderator of the International Presbytery.  He 

was installed as Moderator at 

the start of the meeting on Fri-

day night, by the retiring Mode-

rator, Mrs. Rhoda Grant (elder, 

Brussels).  

The Moderator sung the 'Call to 

Worship' in Gaelic at both the 

Saturday morning (communion) 

and on Sunday morning Presby-

tery services.  I heard this was 

greatly enjoyed by the congre-
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gation. 

 

At the meeting on Friday night  the Moderator congratulated 

the Revd. Joost Pot (Rotterdam, Ordained Local Minister) on  

his jubilee. It was 25 Years ago, during the meeting in Rome, 

that Joost Pot was ordained as an auxiliary minister in the 

Church of Scotland.  Since then he has spent most of his years 

in Rotterdam, he has also been a locum in other Church of 

Scotland churches in Europe. Although he is now retired, he 

still preaches every now and then;for example, during the Rot-

terdam vacancy.  

The presbytery heard the enthusiastic report of Ms Kearstin 

Bailey (Budapest) and Ms. Elaine de Zanger (Rotterdam) who 

had participated at the International Youth Presbytery which 

had been hosted by St Columba's Church in Budapest from Fri-

day 17th to Sunday 19th February.  This year's theme was 

'Semper Reformanda: Always Reforming' and related to the 

500 anniversary of the Reformation.  A detailed report is on the 

presbytery website. 

The retiring treasurer  of the Intenational presbytery Mr. Hun-

ter Smith (Rotterdam), delivered his final treasurer's report to 

the presbytery.  He was then thanked by the Moderator Revd. 

Ewen MacLean for his work as presbytery treasurer over the 
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past 15 years and 

received a long ap-

plause from the 

members of presby-

tery.  Mr. Smith’s 

successor is Mr. Thijs 

Polstra (Amsterdam). 

 

The next meeting of 
the International 
Presbytery will be 
held in Malta in Octo-
ber hosted by St. An-

drew’s Church in the capital Valetta. St. Andrew’s is an internatio-
nal and inter-denomi-national church (Church of Scotland and Me-
thodist Church of Great Britain). Their minister is the Revd. Kim 
Hurst. " 

 

Always Reforming in an Ever-changing World.”   
International Presbytery’s Youth Presbytery 2017 

 
The theme for the weekend was "Always Reforming in an Ever-changing 
World.”  With this focus, we were aiming to honour the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation while also celebrating the church’s rediscovery of diversity. 
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On Saturday morning, the participants were divided into 3 groups, and 
then rotated through 3 workshops exploring different aspects of the 
theme.  
 

There was a Bibliodrama Workshop on personal transformation. 
Participants looked at name changes in the Bible, each individual 
reflecting on different things they have been called over the years and 
how name changes connect with personal change. 
 

There was a Doodling Workshop on congregational and community 
reform. Sitting at a table covered with flipchart paper and scattered with 
markers, participants doodled and talked about their own potential role in 
change at the local level. 
 

Finally, there was a Poster-Making Workshop, thinking about Reformation 
in a broader sense. Particpants looked at results of the Presbytery survey, 
noting how some demographics have changed through the years.  There 
was a brief introduction to the Reformation, with the summary that while 
there was radical change, it was not change just for change’s sake.  
Some aspects of church and theology were preserved, some aspects 
were modified, and certain practices or doctrines were done away with 
altogether.  With this in mind, participants were asked to look at the 
church today and jot down what they would keep, change or do away 
with. 
 

One thing that was very clear in the discussions was that for the youth, 
their experience of THE church is very much the experience they have at 
THEIR church.  For the most part, they are not as focussed or aware of 
wider tendencies and trends in the church. 
 

Another thing to keep in mind is that the following responses were 
produced by individuals, without any sort of voting, etc.  If more than one 
person wrote the same response, it appears on this list only once. In other 
words, this list gives no indication of how popular any given idea was. To 
appear below, the idea came up at least once, maybe more. 
 

 
What should we keep? 
 

Keep worship services to 1 hour. 
Keep conservatism. 
Keep youth services. 
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Keep coffee socials. 
Keep book sales. 
Keep the knitting group. 
Keep soup or meals after worship. 
Keep diversity. 
Keep liturgical beauty. 
Keep warm and friendly people in church. 
Keep helping each other, even if they’re not Christian. 
Keep children going to Sunday School. 
Keep praising God. 
Keep investing in the youth. 
Keep traditional and modern worship songs. 
Keep clarity. 
Keep community. 
Keep emphasizing Jesus. 
Keep communion. 
Keep family services. 
Keep outreach to community. 
Keep awareness of the world we live in / of current issues. 
Keep choir. 
Keep singing. 
Keep prayer. 
Keep exploring the Bible and how it relates to our lives. 
Keep our relationship with God at the heart of the church. 
Keep emphasis on congregational community and mutual 

(pastoral and spiritual) support. 
Keep the physical meeting place. (the church space) 
Keep praying for personal issues during the service, out 

loud. 
Keep eating together. 
Keep equipping and encouraging each other during the 

service to be a light during the week. 
Keep welcoming new people. 
Keep some elements of the worship service as a routine. 
Keep involving youth in church life. 
 

What should we change or reform? 

 
Reform the way we form community, friendship, sharing, 

admonishing. 
Plan more youth services. 
More social activities. 
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More services or small Bible Study groups. 
Reform how the church protrays women. 
Reform how we talk to and challenge each other. 
Reform the notion that God is a he. 
Reform the focus on the choir—have them as a support 

rather than as a focal point. 
Have church in different locations, eg in the garden, to 

prevent servere attachment to the building. 
Reform how we engage with the community, focus on how 

we can serve it with no strings attached. 
Reform approaches and degrees of open-ness to diversity 

and listening about difference. 
Reform our approach to admonishment/accountability. 
Reform music...use more instruments! 
Reform...increase the emphasis on service! 
Reform opportunities for people to get involved.  (Make it 

easier, more accessible.) 
Reform how we treat people different ages...bring them 

together! 
Reform how we present new songs. Help us learn them. 
Create more interaction for youth. 
Keep the Biblical message. 

 

What should we stop? 
Stop acting like Protestants are beter than Catholics. 
Stop quoting the Bible as a source of answers for all 

questions. 
Stop escaping from difficult subjects. 
Stop being late for church. 
Stop patronizing young people. 
Stop non-inclusive language. 
Stop trying to define who should be in the church. 
Stop putting the building at the centre of worship. 
Stop labeling people. 
Stop being an island, individual. 
Stop going in (to worship), listening, and then saying 

goodbye. 
Stop being closed-minded. 
Stop imposing who should go to church. 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 

3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Church Office email: info@scotsintchurch.com 

Website: scotsintchurch.com  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
ScotsInternationalChurchRotterdam/ 

 Bank accounts: 
ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 

F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  
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 Angels.......As Explained By 
Children  
I only know the names 
of two angels: Hark 
and Harold. 
Gregory, age  5  
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Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

April 2017 

   

4 Felix Dirk Knoester 
6 Esinam Dziworshie 

7 Pelle Adrianus Brits 

10 Elizabeth A. Baiye 

10 Karen Baiye 

15 Tine Groot-Laban, de 

17 Gladys Acquah 

17 Frank Knoester 
18 Dora Birago 

18 George Ross 

19 Emmanuel Asare-Awuku 

25 Russell Nteleah Arikai- Besong        
 Tajocha   
26 Michellijne Putten, van 

27 Joke Cromwell 
28 Robert Ewing 

29 Weona Massicott  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2017 

   

1 Alexander Cuvulay 

1 Klazina Rigters 

7 Fane Mensah 

8 Gwen Wenfua 

10 Grace Amoanyi Fosu 

10 Michelle Sebastian 

15 Mavis Etienne – Massicott     
17 Bridget Teisman-Nintai             
18 Patricia Brown - Cuvulay 

21 Anthony Evovo 

21 Rizal Sebastian 

23 Ladislav  Brhel 
24 Anita Ouweleen 

24 Norma Taylor 
25 Tita Dierx 

28 Nnenna  Koka 

28 Anneke Mulder 
29 Fred Booman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herald Deadline
 

Items for the  Spring (May) Issue of  the Herald should be given to Bob Hensen or 
sent to the church office by Wednesday  17-05-2017 

The next Herald will be available from 27 May 2017 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster: 

Derek Lawson, 

Schiedamsevest 121 

Tel: 010-4125709 

Email: 
DLawson@churchofscotland.org.
uk 

Church Office: 

Schiedamsesingel 6 

info@scotsintchurch.com  

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

tel: 06-2553 8320 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@caiway.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

 

 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

Secretary to the 
Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.c

Convenor of the 
Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Officer: 

Annemarie Fleming 

tel.: 06 4100 6511 

broll-111@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

Property 

Convener:  

Vacant 

 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 

Carol de Groot, 

carolkaedegroot@gmail.com 

 

Ranee Damanik, 

ran33d@gmail.com 

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 

Church Administrator 

Church Office Team 

info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 


