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Letter  
from  
the  
Minister 

Dear friends 

 

By the time you read this, the first month of 2017 will al-
ready have gone by and there will only be some 46 weeks to 
Christmas!  Before then, however, 2017 promises to be 
quite a momentous year: we already have a new President 
of the USA; elections are due here in the Netherlands next 
month, then in France (for a new President) in April/May 
and (for the National Assembly) in June, and finally in Ger-
many for the Bundestag probably in September; not forget-
ting the on-going Brexit saga!  By the end of the year we 
could be looking at a very different Europe – and world!  All 
these things should be of concern to us and should be 
amongst the situations we bring to God in our prayers. 
 

Whatever happens, we can be sure that the Scots Interna-
tional Church will continue, though we too need to be open 
to change.  We may, through God’s grace, be the most multi
-national congregation in Rotterdam (unless anyone can tell 
me otherwise), but we need to constantly think about what 
this means and how it affects our mission.  For my part, I’m 
quite convinced that multi-ethnic congregations are what 
the Church should be about and that mono-cultural congre-
gations do not replicate the kind of church that is envisaged 
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in the New Testament.  Of course it’s easy to understand 
why people of one nationality gather together to worship 
and to socialise but the effect is to maintain cultural divi-
sion rather than to encourage a sharing of cultures, un-
derstandings, values and beliefs.  That is why, in our con-
gregation, we need to be better at sharing our stories 
with each other.  We need actively to build relationships 
with all our fellow-members and adherents, so that we 
are truly the family of God in all its diversity. 
 

At the start of a new year, it’s a good time to be thinking 
about our mission as a congregation:  
Why do we exist? 

   What is our purpose? 

    What is God calling us to be and to do? 

 

Perhaps that’s the same question, just looked at in three 
different ways!  Like every congregation, our mission is 
part of God’s mission, which is for the sake of his whole 
world – indeed his whole creation.  The Church’s mission 
does not begin with the Great Commission of Jesus 
(Matthew 28:16-20), for in Christ we have inherited not 
only God’s blessing of Abraham, but also his mission: to 
be a blessing to others.  We are called to be different to 
the society around us: there is an ethical dimension to 
our faith.  The moment we fail to walk in God’s way, or 
fail to live our lives with integrity, honesty and justice, we 
not only spoil our personal relationship with God but are 
also hindering God in keeping his promise to Abraham.  
We are no longer the people of blessing to the nations.  
And so all we do as a congregation must seek to reflect 
God’s way, so that people see in us a reflection of the 
love and the relationship that lies at the very heart of 
God and that he wants to share with all people.  If we 
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can’t do that within our own congregation, how can we 
hope to fulfil our calling to be a blessing to the world? 

 

Our very internationality then ought to be a huge bless-

ing to us (and then, through us, to others), but it’s not 

enough that we simply have 30 or so nationalities within 

our congregation.  We need to truly be one community 

where our different ethnicities are recognised and valued, 

where we share a meaningful relationship with each oth-

er.  Please don’t think that in quoting the following sen-

tence I’m implying that SICR comes within the writer’s 

definition of “church”, but it does remind us of the im-

portance of what we are and how we are seen, if we are 

to truly be a light to the world.  In his book The Mission 

of God’s People, Christopher Wright makes the point that 

“A divided, split and fighting church has nothing to say or 

to give to a divided, broken and violent world … a church 

riddled with…social, ethnic or gender oppression has 

nothing to say to the world where such things are ram-

pant.” 

 

Our mission, then, is to the whole people where God has 

placed us.  We are to be a light to them.  And that re-

quires that we know and understand the story of which 

we are the current chapter: God’s story.  But, more than 

that, it requires that we live according to the example 

and teachings of Jesus: that we show the same love and 

compassion that he showed, even if that makes us coun-

ter-cultural, as it may increasingly do in the world of 

2017.  So let’s be firm (though not dogmatic) in our 

faith, supportive of one another, always seeking God’s 
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will for us as we seek to pursue his mission here 

where we are. 

 

And so this year I want us to keep the world before 

us in prayer and I will, on the second Sunday of 

each month, provide a list of countries that we spe-

cifically pray for over the following month. But pray-

er is just the start, for we need also to ground our 

faith in the teaching of the Bible and particularly of 

Jesus and so I will continue to use the Lectionary 

readings each Sunday as these ensure that we cover 

most aspects of Biblical teaching over a 3-year cycle.  

The opportunity to look at some passages in greater 

depth will also be available as we meet for Bible 

Study on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month at 

9.15am – currently we’re looking at the Sermon on 

the Mount. 

 

I also want us to have opportunities to get together 

socially over the coming year, having already started 

with the Soup & Christmas Pudding Lunch on 8th 

January.  So look out for these social events for they 

are an important foundation in our establishing and 

developing relationships across our church commu-

nity.  May God bless you in 2017 – but may you also 

be a blessing to others! 

 

Derek 
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Property Convener Urgently Required! 

 

There are few requirements made of a congregation by 
the Church of Scotland but one is that: 
 

“The Financial Board [in our case, the Council] shall in 
each congregation set up a Fabric Committee to take 
care of the ecclesiastical buildings of the congregation. 
The Fabric Committee shall be empowered to co-opt per-
sons with appropriate skills to enable it to carry out its 
work.” 
I rather suspect that in recent years we have rather 
failed in that duty and have rather left the whole task of 
caring for our buildings to André van der Velden as the 
Property Convener.  Since André retired from that post 

back in October, efforts have been made to find 
someone willing to act as Convener, but acting along 
with a newly formed Fabric Committee under a set of 
Guidelines to be approved by the Council.  This should 
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avoid the risk of one person being left to carry the whole 
burden and to ensure everyone involved knows what 
needs to be done when any property issue arises. 
The draft Guidelines have been drawn up and, once re-
vised, will go to the Council for approval and for the set-
ting up of an appropriate Fabric Committee.  However, the 
first requirement is to find someone willing to be Convener 
of that Committee.  Please think about whether that per-
son might be you – expertise in property matters is not 
essential as administrative skills could be just as relevant! 
This is a vital post in our congregation – indeed we cannot 
really function without someone taking on this role.  
Please therefore contact me if you think you might be will-

ing to serve in this way.        Derek 

 

Forthcoming Worship/Diary 
 

 

 

 

   
 

5th    10.30 Sacrament of Holy Communion 
   to which all who love the Lord Jesus Christ    

   are invited. Choir 
 

12th    9.15  Prayer Gathering 
   10.30 Worship for the 6th Sunday af-    

   ter the Epiphany. Joyful Singers 
   

19th    9.15  Bible Study: Sermon on the      

   Mount Pt3 
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19th  10.30 Worship for the 7th Sunday after the 
   Epiphany. Choir 
     19.30 Service for Wholeness & Healing 
 

21st  19.30 Consistory meeting 
 

26th   9.15 Bible Study: Sermon on the Mount    

   Pt4 
      10.30 Worship for the last Sunday af   

   ter the Epiphany the Transfiguration of    

   the Lord followed by the Congregational    

   AGM. 
 

28th  19.30 Council meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th  10.30 1st Sunday in Lent - Sacrament of Hol 
   y Communion to which all who love the Lord Je 
    sus Christ are invited. Choir 
12th  10.30 2nd Sunday in Lent – International   
   Presbytery Service. Preacher Ewan    Macl 
   ean 
19th  9.15  Bible Study: Sermon on the Mount   
   Pt5 
    10.30 Worship for the 3rd Sunday in    

   Lent. Choir 
   19.30 ‘Songs of Praise’ Service 
26th  10.30 Worship for the 4th Sunday in    

   Lent. Preacher Rev Irene Bom. Sonrise 
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International Presbytery – 10-12 March 

The March 2017 meeting of the Church of Scotland Interna-
tional Presbytery is to be held in our Church from Friday 
10th to Sunday 12th March, when about 58 members of 
Presbytery and their spouses will be our guests.  The service 
on the Sunday will be a Presbytery Service and the Modera-
tor, the Rev Ewen MacLean from Gibraltar, will be preach-
ing.  I hope everyone will attend that service as usual and 
ensure we have a full house for this special occasion. 
As a matter of interest, the other congregations in the Inter-
national Presbytery are those in Amsterdam, Bermuda, 
Brussels, Budapest, Colombo, Costa del Sol, Geneva, Gibral-
tar, Lausanne, Lisbon, Malta, Paris, Rome, and Trinidad. 

Derek 

 

Prayer Gatherings 

These are being held on the second 
Sunday of the month at 9.15 am in 
the Crèche and everyone is invited 
to come along and take part in this 
important ministry.  The next Gath-
ering is on Sunday 12th February, 
but due to the Presbytery meeting, 
there will not be one on 12th March.  

They will resume on Sunday 9th April. 
 

Bible Study on the Sermon on the Mount 

This study continues on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the 
month at 9.15 am in the Crèche and, again, everyone is 
welcome to come along and take part.  We meet on 19 and 
26 February and 19 March (but not 26 March as I’ll be on 
holiday). 

Derek 
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Congregational AGM  -  Sunday 26th February 

Don’t forget! The AGM of the congregation will be held 
after the Service on Sunday 26th February, when I would 
encourage a large attendance as we hear a review of 
2016 and the financial report for that year, but also look 
forward to the future of our Church family. 
 

Working-day 

 

On a Saturday in November around 20 people split into 
different teams worked on 4 major projects in our build-
ing.  
 

1) Most of the older conventional lighting was replaced 
by LED lights. 
2) 20 of the blue chairs in 
the sanctuary were neces-
sarily recovered.  
3) Almost 100 chairs in the 
hall had the floor protec-
tors on their feet replaced. 
4) The “chair room” was 
refreshed with cleaner 
windows and curtains, and 

a coat of paint  
Many thanks to the hard workers of this day.  
If you feel you missed out on this valuable project, don’t 
worry. You have a new opportunity to really pull up your 
sleeves and help with a clear-up-day that is planned for 
Saturday, 18th February 10.00.  So put the date in your 
diary now! 
 

Thanks,  Pam 
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Who is who in the consistory? 

 

Rizal Sebastian has served as an Elder of SICR since 
2014, following his role 
as a deacon from 2006 
to 2010. He is an acti-
ve member of the 
church community, 
and acts as a liaison 
elder to the Sunday 
School, the Youth 
Group, and internatio-
nal students. He parti-
cipates in the Sunday 
School music team and 
previously also served 

on the beamer and property teams. 
 

Rizal was born in 1976 in Jakarta, Indonesia, the elder of 
two sons. His family were members of the Presbyterian In-
donesian-Christian Church (GKI) where he was baptized. 
 

He studied architecture at the Bandung Institute of Techno-
logy, Indonesia and was then awarded a scholarship for gra-
duate study in the Netherlands and the UK in 1998. He ear-
ned a Master of Science (MSc) in Construction Management 
from London South Bank University, UK, and later a Docto-
rate (PhD) in Architectural Design Management from TU 
Delft in 2007. 
 

He was formerly a Senior Scientist at TNO, the institute of 

applied research, and was also a Project Manager and Archi-

tect at ARCADIS, an international engineering firm. Rizal is 

now the Director of Research at DEMO Consultants BV in 

Delft, responsible for research projects for the European 

Commission and involved in software development and tech-
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nical consulting in real estate and civil infrastructure asset 

management. 

Rizal and his wife Lina were married in 2001 and they have 

two children, Matthew (born in 2005) and Michelle (born in 

2008). They previously attended the English Reformed 

Church, the sister church of SICR in Amsterdam, as well as 

visited the GKIN, the Indonesisch-Nederlands Christelijke 

Kerken in the Hague. They joined SICR in 2003. The family 

enjoys their home in Delfgauw, a village nearby Delft, and 

Rizal’s Elder Pastoral Area is “North West”, covering Delft, 

Pijnacker, Nootdorp, Schiedam, Vlaardingen, Maassluis, 

where he tries to keep in touch with church members who 

are ill or in distress. 

Carol de Groot     

 

From the Consistory and Re-Envisioning Day 

The Consistory of the SICR, consisting of the Minister 

Rev. Derek Lawson Ordained Local Minister, Rev. Irene 

Bom and most Elders met on Tuesday evening 6th De-

cember as well as on 17th January. 

On the agenda were the usual and new topics, like Mi-

nutes of the previous meeting, Pastoral Care, SICR 

Handbook, Review of the Envisioning Day, Planning 

Worship, Property Convener and others. 

The Consistory discussed the current Pastoral Cases 

exchanging information as given by minister and El-

ders, based on visits and contacts. Further Pastoral 

Care through visits was planned. 

Elders were reminded to submit the changes to be 
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made in the names and addresses in the Contactlist of 

their particular Pastoral Area. The intention is to update 

the Contactlist (name, addresses, telephone numbers, 

birthdates and e-mail details in such a way that it be-

comes a proper Congregational Roll of Members and Ad-

herents. This would also require observing regulations on 

privacy of personal information with possible encryption 

of electronic records. The current Contactlist is however 

a protected confidential document kept by the SICR Offi-

ce and only available to Minister, Elders and Treasurer to 

allow them contact Members and Adherents. 

The Consistory discussed and settled the Christmas pro-

gram, mostly to take place on the 18th December, which 

in hindsight was like previous years a marathon from 

Christingle Service through Sunday School Party, Christ-

mas Tea, and Singing in the Cool to Carol Service, but in 

all a pleasantly exhausting experience. The Consistory 

decided that the planned Sunday School lunch outside 

the SICR premises did not meet the required standard 

for Safeguarding and asked the Sunday School Superin-

tendent to make the necessary change.  

The Consistory also decided and agreed upon a proposal 

for a designation for Rev. Irene Bom in order to give her 

a proper role and task. Within the International Presby-

tery she will be the Worship and Prayer Promoter and 

within the SICR she will support the minister particularly 

in developing the spiritual growth of the congregation. 
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This will of course include using her talents in music 

and creative worship. 

The Consistory Clerk, Bob Hensen reported on mee-

tings he attended on behalf of the SICR like Rotter-

dam United, Münchhausen Movement, L&R and Veilig 

Thuis. 

 

The Re- Envisioning day took place on Saturday 

morning 28th January, chaired by the Minister and at-

tended by Rev. Irene Bom, most Elders and three 

Deacons. 

The participants first considered what their mission 

was as members and office bearers of the Scots In-

ternational Church Rotterdam.  The consensus rea-

ched was that based on their firm belief in Christ Je-

sus as our Saviour and the Great Commission contai-

ned in Matthew 28:16-20, their mission was to build 

up and church and spread the gospel to as many 

people as possible. It was also realized that the 

strength of the SICR lays in its use of the English lan-

guage, its true international congregation and of 

course its Christian Presbyterian tradition. The mo-

ving to a Unitary Constitution, absorbing the Council 

into the Consistory (Kirk Session) was further exami-

ned and those present recommended creating four 

Committees, Teams or Working Groups: Fabric and 

Finance, Pastoral Care, Worship & Nurture and Mis-

sion, Welcome, Hospitality, Evangelization. Communi-
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cation, Administration and Publicity may also be a 

Working Group. 

These considerations will go to the next Consistory 

meeting to be further shaped and fine-tuned. 

Members will take the final decision on all this during 

a General Meeting later this year, dedicated to this 

matter. The next Consistory meeting will be on 

Tuesday 21st February just before the AGM. 

 

The AGM – Annual General Meeting of the SICR is set 

for Sunday 26th February, immediately after the mor-

ning service, as announced in church for the past 

three weeks as well as written in the SICR Weekly 

Bulletin. Apart from the regular subjects as presen-

ting the report of the Consistory Clerk, financial and 

various other reports, the Unitary Constitution will be 

on the agenda. The purpose of this last topic is to ex-

plain to the congregation what this will mean if we go 

down that road. 

 

Ato Bob (Hensen), Consistory Clerk of the SICR 

 

From the council 

 

Summary of council meeting minutes of 10 January 2017. 

 

The first part of the energy project has been completed 

successfully. LED lights have been installed to replace old 
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bulbs throughout the building. The next step is to raise 

funding for solar panels that are to be installed after it be-

comes clear what the electricity consumption with LED 

lights has become.   

Financially, 2016 has been extraordinary, with a minister 

for half a year, large renovation works and support from 

the Salvesen fund. Figures will be shared with the congre-

gation at the Annual General Meeting, but the general pic-

ture is that we are able to continue to be self-sufficient 

and support a minister. 

The council is in search for members of a new property 

team in charge of maintaining our buildings. The council is 

grateful for the work André van der Velden has done as 

property convener over the past years. The vision is to re-

place him with a team that can share the responsibility, 

but the right people for the job are yet to be found. 

The next meeting of the international presbytery, in March 

2017, will be hosted by our congregation in Rotterdam. 

The preparations for this event are ongoing. 

 

Frans van der Meer 

 

The Story of a Bell. 

At the beginning of October the MSC "Mandy" docked in the port 

of Tema in Ghana. It carried amongst its cargo a crate contai-

ning some communion ware and a church bell which began its 

life back in 1887 in Glasgow, cast for the new Free Church being 

built at Rigside. Little did the men who poured the molten metal 

back then think that their workmanship would cross the seas 

130 years later to ring out again to summon a Christian congre-

gation Evangelical Presbytarian Church to worship in a town 

Atiavi-Ghana in Africa. 

The church at Rigside was built as a result of the schism which 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 

3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Church Office email: info@scotsintchurch.com 

Website: scotsintchurch.com  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
ScotsInternationalChurchRotterdam/ 

 Bank accounts: 
ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 

F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

saw congregations throughout Scotland divide into Free and 

"Established" Churches. The good folk of Douglas Water and 

Rigside took longer than most to make their minds up as to what 

they would do, but after much debate and, no doubt, prayer, tho-

se who elected to leave decided that a new start and a new buil-

ding was required. They therefore departed from the kirk in 

Douglas Water and went up the hill to Rigside, where the new 

church opened its doors in 1887. The church bell was donated by 

the Rev Logan and Mr Thomas Tennant of Viewfield, Rigside. It 

originally hung in a small belfry above the gable end nearest the 

main road. It was cast in Glasgow. There is no record of its origi-

nal cost, but it would be made of "bell metal", a bronze alloy 

which has a higher tin content, resulting in the ringing tone when 

struck. 

Most of the Free Churches joined with the United Presbyterians to 

become the "United Free" denomination in 1900, then came back 

into the Church of Scotland in 1929, and the congregation at 

Rigside followed that pattern, being united then with the Douglas 

Water congregation once more. The building at Rigside, we are 

told, was affected by the deep mining which was the area's main 

source of work for the first half of the 20th Century, and this may 

have been why the belfry was destabilised and had to be remo-

ved. In 1965, during the ministry of Rev Norman McKie, the bell 
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was placed on a frame at the side of the church and a stone tablet 

was inserted in the wall in memory of the Rev Andrew Ireland. The 

bell was rung on that frame every Sunday until the church closed in 

2015. 

After closure the bell was stored for safe keeping at Douglas and 

Angus Estates until the Session Clerk read a 

letter in Life and Work from a retired minis-

ter, Rev Linda Broadley, asking if anyone 

knew of a bell for a new church being built in 

Ghana. Linda had, in fact, preached in our 

parish some years ago when she was a Rea-

der in Lanark Presbytery. After a series of 

phone calls and emails to establish that the 

bell was exactly what the congregation in 

Atiavi were seeking, and that the Trustees in 

George Street could see no obstacle, Session 

granted permission to offer the bell and Pres-

bytery were informed. Through the good offi-

ces of Douglas and Angus Estates, and in particular of Peter Gem-

mell's joinery skills, the bell was crated together with communion 

ware gifted by a church in Stirling. Ian Fleming and the Session 

Clerk delivered the crate to a shipping agency, and the next chapter 

in our bell's history began. 

The bell has arrived safely in Tema, and should by now have rea-

ched Atiavi. The congregation there are delighted at the gift, and 

it is hoped that a link will develop between their congregation 

and ours here in the Douglas Valley. That old bell has a new 

life in a far off land. The church in Ghana is growing and de-

veloping while we in Scotland struggle to spread the Gospel in 

an increasingly secular society. Perhaps forging a link with a 

land where once our Scottish missionaries travelled may help 

to energise and inspire us anew. 

 

Sinclair Scott. 
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Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

February 2017 

 

1 Erna Booman 

2 Derek Lawson 

3 Joke Winkel, te 

4 Pjtor Lane 

6 Elsie Chapman 

10 Cynthia Massicott 
10 Celine Abunam 

11 Jennifer Fleming 

12 Ruud Witte 

13 Steve Russell 
16  Ato  Cromwell 
24 Elisabeth Ashu 

24 Carol Groot de -Crone 

24 Dieudonné Gwanmesia 

24 Jan Willem Hoek 

26 Frederick Purba 

27 Tjerk Vollema 

28 Lianne Buitendijk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2017 

 

1 Gifty Dziworshie 

1 Licia Knoester 
2 Adje Acquaah-Moes 

3 Nyomi Cairo 

3 Fayola Cairo 

3 Wyatt Samuel Kamara 

4 Quinten Lambertino Massicott 
6 Kwesi Akomeah 

6 Meijing Li 
7 Lilianna Wagenaar 
8 Emma Zanger, de 

9 Dorothy Kingsale 

10 Aletia Baiye 

11 Annemarie Fleming 

12 Faith Abunam 

13 Maxine Fleming 

19 Jim Taylor 
23 Helen Tessema 

24 Daniel Jong, de 

24 Kwena Koka 

26 Wilma Paton 

29 Martin Asare-Awuku 

29 Molly Foster (van Meeuwen) 
30 Jane Ekpuze 

30 Anna Johanna Kornelia Hoek (van 
Herwaarden) 
 

Herald Deadline
 

Items for the  March (Easter)Issue of  the Herald should be given to Bob Hensen 
or sent to the church office by Wednesday  15-03-2017 

The next Herald will be available from 25 March 2017 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster: 

Derek Lawson, 

Schiedamsevest 121 

Tel: 010-4125709 

Email: 
DLawson@churchofscotland.org.
uk 

Church Office: 

Schiedamsesingel 6 

info@scotsintchurch.com  

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

tel: 06-2553 8320 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@caiway.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

 

 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

Secretary to the 
Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.c

Convenor of the 
Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Officer: 

Annemarie Fleming 

tel.: 06 4100 6511 

broll-111@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

Property 

Convener:  

Vacant 

 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 

Carol de Groot, 

carolkaedegroot@gmail.com 

 

Ranee Damanik, 

ran33d@gmail.com 

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 

Church Administrator 

Church Office Team 

info@scotsintchurch.com 

 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 


