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Friends, 
 

This is my first letter as your minister of the Scots International 
Church Rotterdam and so I begin with thanks for your electing me 
as your minister and for the warmth of the welcome you have given 
to Moira and myself.  As I said on the evening of my induction, I felt 
a sense of coming home that evening, having served for a couple of 
months as your Locum in late 2014.  Now, of course, it’s time to get 
to grips with the challenges of the new ministry which we share as 
minister and congregation, for I am a firm believer in the ministry 
of all believers: one of the cornerstones of the Reformation. 
 

That means that each and every one of us shares in the responsibil-
ity of developing and extending the kingdom of God here in Rotter-
dam.  We have travelled here by a variety of different roads and for 
a variety of different reasons, but we are all called by God into the 
community of believers that is SICR.  And that’s a hugely diverse 
community!  But it’s a diversity that is held together in and through 
our belief in Jesus and in our worshipping in the English language – 
even though for many that is your 2nd, 3rd, or maybe even 4th lan-
guage.  I can share some of the difficulties that might involve as I 
come with virtually no Dutch, and so Moira and I are hoping to em-
bark on a course to learn Dutch fairly soon – something of a chal-
lenge for us both, I’ve no doubt! 
 

I’m sure that I will change some aspects of worship, as well as in-
troducing some additional services, such as for Wholeness and 
Healing (not just personal, but for society and for the whole of crea-
tion), and will be consulting with the Consistory about this in the 
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coming weeks and months.  But the church is about much more 
than worship.  It’s equally about pastoral care, about fellowship 
and hospitality, about nurture in the faith, including Bible study 
and time for prayer – and it’s about relating to all people of all 
ages.  All these things are easy to put down on paper, but not so 
easy to actualise.  And that’s where we all have to work together 
in ministry.  God has given each and every one of us certain tal-
ents and we need to be open to using these in his service, for 
we all have a part to play in ministry. 
 

If, therefore, there is anything you feel is missing in our congre-
gational life and worship, please let me know –not that I can 
guarantee to meet everyone’s expectations!  But if we are to be 
a lively and living body then we need to think out of the box and 
not be constrained by how things have been done in the past.  
Our role, in addition to offering a place for the body to come to-
gether to share in worship, is to incarnate the kingdom of God in 
the world today. 
 

That requires us to pray for God’s help in determining how we 
are Church – we need the guidance and strength of the Holy 
Spirit in all we seek to do, if we are to carry out our task as the 
messengers of Jesus Christ, living out the gospel here in the city 
of Rotterdam (and beyond in the communities where we live).  
That requires us to look beyond the four walls of our building 
and I’m keen to develop relationships with the other English-

speaking congregations in Rotterdam, as well as with our neigh-
bouring Church of Scotland congregations in Amsterdam and 
Brussels.  Again, any thoughts you may have about our connect-
ing with the community will be more than welcome. 
 

May I end this first letter with a blessing, taken from a book en-
titled The Pattern of our Days (published by the Iona Communi-
ty’s Wild Goose Publications): 
 

“May the Maker’s blessing be yours – 

encircling you around, above you, within you. 
 

May the angels’ blessing be yours – 

and the joy of the saints to inspire you, to cherish you. 
 

May the Son’s blessing be yours – 

the wine and the water, 
the bread and the stories, 
to feed you, to remind you. 
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And may my own blessing be yours – 

a blessing rooted in our common pilgrimage: 
the blessing of a friend.” 

Derek 
PS If you do want to contact me with any suggestions, please 

either phone me at the manse (010 412 5709), email me 

(DLawson@churchofscotland.org.uk) or speak to me on a Sun-

day morning.  Email is probably preferable if you have several 

suggestions or if your suggestion requires a lengthy explanation. 

 

 

 

 

Auf Wiedersehen! 
 

The German phrase for “Farewell” 
seems fairly appropriate for this look back at our shared journey 
from 2014-2016, as it literally means “Until we see each other 
again”, “Till our next reunion”.  
 

During two years spent “learning on the job” as Interim Modera-
tor of the SICR, I have got to know a good number of people in 
the Rotterdam congregation (most of you also first-timers at 
managing vacancies), and I most certainly benefitted – as did 
the congregation – from the huge amount of energy and com-
mitment that a great crowd of locums and guest preachers, a 
handful of key office bearers and people in Consistory, Council 
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and church office, and 
the members of the 
Nominating Committee 
all put into keeping the 
SICR car on the road 
and steered in the right 
direction, keeping the 
spiritual and practical 
engine tuned and well-
oiled, ready for the new 
minister to take hold of 
the steering wheel. 
Thank-you to you all! 
 

Derek and Moira have made a good choice in picking Rotterdam, 
as have you made a good choice in picking them. May this mar-
riage made in Rotterdam also work out to have been a marriage 
made in heaven! I eagerly look forward to hearing how things 
develop as you travel on from here. 
 

And I certainly hope we will see each other again in the not-too-

distant future, perhaps on exchange visits between my own con-
gregation in Bochum, Germany, and Rotterdam, but certainly at 
the latest in March of 2017, when you will be hosting the spring 
meeting of our Presbytery. We are not too far apart; very close 
neighbours, in fact, at least by International Presbytery stand-
ards! So I hope we will soon be jumping into our respective 
charabancs (or equivalent), and speeding our way to see each 
other, learning together, growing together, moving on together. 
Until then, the more conventional English “Goodbye” ... which 
originally means, of course, “God be with you!” God speed your 
onward journey! 
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Induction Service of Rev. Derek Lawson 
 

Friday evening 8th July, the moment we had all been waiting for 
was finally there, the induction of our choice of minister, Rev. 
Derek Grafton Lawson. This evening Service at the SICR (Scots 
International Church Rotterdam) was being conducted by the 
International Presbytery (IP), formerly called the Presbytery of 
Europe. This meant that the IP Moderator, Rhoda Grant, assist-
ed by Rev. Jim Sharp, IP Clerk and the Interim Moderator, Jim-
my Brown, led the assembled, congregation and visitors, in the 
service. 
It was a wonderful inspiring service, a mixture of familiar tradi-

tional liturgy and a particular part, 
pertaining to the induction. This 
meant a number of statements and 
questions, to which the minister, 
but also the congregation had to 
respond. The minister and the con-
gregation also each received a 
charge, setting them on a common 
future, a new beginning. 
The responses from the minister 
and the congregation were formal 
by design, but enthusiastic by na-
ture, like a marriage, both were 
joyous and committed to have each 
other! 
The familiar hymns that interlaced 
the service gave those present an 
opportunity to sing their heart out.  

Besides the congregation making an effort to come out on a Fri-
day evening, there were a number of invited visitors from sister 
churches. To mention some: Rev. Jenny & Jason Pridmore and 
the Church Warden from St Mary Anglican Church, Sister Lea 
Lynch from Holland Methodist, Pastor Ola Asubiaro from Glori-
ous Chapel, Apostle Isaac Twumasi Gibson from Holy Fire 
House, Rene de Feijter from GKIN, Rev. Richmond Ofori-Tawiah 
of Hope Baptist, Ties Polstra & Baafi from ERC Amsterdam and 
Patricia Stekelenburg from Wallonian Church. 
Last but not last there was John Skinner, Elder from Bermuda 
and his partner Ann, where Derek was a locum for quite a while.  
They had come all the way to witness the induction and assured 
me that we had made the right choice! The Consistory Clerk 
from Bermuda sent a recommendation. 
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The evening ended with a cocktail, filled with inspiring fellowship 
and congratulations enhanced by a few speeches, drinks and bites 
made by members of the congregation. 
By Ato Bob 

 

From the Consistory 
 
The Consistory met on 22nd and 31st May, as well as on 26th July, 
which latter was the first with our new minister Rev. Derek Lawson. 
The Consistory considered matters as participation in events as the 
OMD – Open Monuments Day & WdW- Witte de With Festival (both 
approved). The AAPP-Adopt-A-Panel Project was in principal ap-
proved, pending the details, as we hope Solar Panels will cut our 
energy costs. On behalf of the Council, approval was given for nec-
essary repairs and painting, as well as grouting and filling cracks. 
The estimated amount for this would be € 40,712.81. The Youth 
Group trip to Scotland was found an excellent idea by the Consisto-
ry. 
In the first meeting of our (new) pastor, shepherd and friend with 
the elders, pastoral care as well as worship was discussed at length. 
Provisional dates for Harvest: 23rd or 30th October and Youth Ser-
vice: 20th or 27th November were set. The next Consistory meeting 
will be on Tuesday 6th September. 
By Ato Bob. 

Congregational Diary & Lectionary Readings 

August 
 
Sunday 7th  Communion  Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 & Luke 12:32-40 
Sunday 14th Worship   Isaiah 5: 1-7 & Luke 12:49-56  
Sunday 21st Worship   Hebrews 12:18-29 & Luke 13: 10-17 
Sunday 28th Worship   Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16 & Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
September   (The minister may select an alternative reading) 
 
Sunday 4th  Communion  Choir Jeremiah 18:1-11 & Luke 14:25-33 
        & Service of Renewal 
Tuesday 6th  Consistory meeting 
Sunday 11th Worship   Joyful Singers. 1 Timothy 1:12-17 & Luke 15:1-10  
Sunday 18th Worship   Choir Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 & Luke 16:1-13 
Sunday 25th Worship   Sonrise  Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15  &Luke 16:19-31 



Page 8 THE HERALD 

Locum or Local 
 

This was our first vacancy in twenty years and the first va-
cancy under general Church of Scotland regulations, with a 
Presbytery-appointed interim moderator (Rev. Jimmy 
Brown) and a 13-strong nominating committee (as well as a 
9-month delay while the Presbytery plan was being final-
ized). 
 

Early on we introduced a section in the weekly notices head-
ed “locum or local” to keep the congregation informed as to 
who was lined up to preach and lead the service that week 
and in the weeks following. 
 

At first we thought we might have to draw more extensively 
on local resources. Our previous minister, Rev. Robert Cal-
vert, had trained a team of worship leaders jst prior to his 
departure and provided a list of local preachers we could ask 
to help. As it turned out Jimmy managed to organise a 
stream of locums for most of the vacancy, a few of them re-
turning for a second time. 
 

Initially locums worked alongside the worship leaders, but in 
time the worship leaders were only called on when we had 
visiting preachers. 
 

My role as OLM (Ordained Local Minister) and long-term 
member of the Rotterdam congregation was to provide con-
tinuity Sunday by Sunday. Early on I produced a set of 
‘guidelines for locums’, so locums could hit the ground run-
ning. I also distributed an inventory of hymns we’d sung in 
the 2 years before the vacancy, as a resource for selecting 
hymns. 
 

I have happy memories of preparing service outlines with 
Dave Robinson upstairs in the Muller House, while his wife, 
Lucie, and Margriet van Overbeeke played triominoes at the 
dining room table next to us. After Dave and I had finished, 
the four of us would have dessert and play a few more 
rounds. A very pleasant way to spend an evening. 
 

Mine was a curious role. Locums are used to leading services 
their way, but with so many people involved in Sunday ser-
vices (elders, worship leaders, choirs, readers, children’s 
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message team, organists and other musicians) there needed to be 
some co-ordination. Rev. Joost Pot (retired auxiliary minister) and I 
also took services ourselves, where required, with Joost our go-to per-
son for communion and funeral services. Bob Hensen, wearing many 
hats, ably supported us all in our respective roles. 
 

It’s been a privilege to work with Jimmy, the locums and the locals in 
serving the church in this capacity. I’m curious what God has in store 
for me next. 
 

Irene Bom. 
 

From the council 
 

Summary of council meeting minutes from June 14, 2016. 
 

• Additional renovation works are planned for outside paintwork 
and for repair and replacement of window and door frames. 

• Financial arrangements around the arrival of our new minister 
have been discussed. Our treasurer Jim Taylor has been in touch 
with our sister church in Amsterdam where more recent experi-
ence is at hand concerning employment conditions, tax regula-
tions etc around the arrival of a new minister. 

• There is a possibility to save money by arranging our waste col-
lection with a private company instead of with the municipal ser-
vice. A contract will be arranged by the church office. 

• The possibilities for installing solar panels on the roof of the 
church are being investigated. It is considered to plan a funding 
campaign to cover (as much as possible) the initial investment.   

• The church office has moved the Muller house. With this, all 
church activities in the manse have been relocated, just in time 
for the arrival of Derek and Moira Lawson which marks the res-
toration of the Manse as minister’s home. 

 

Frans van der Meer 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 

3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Church Office email: info@scotsintchurch.com 

Website: scotsintchurch.com  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
ScotsInternationalChurchRotterdam/ 

 Bank accounts: 
ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 

F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

Margriet’s Pictu-
res: 
 

Writers Club and 
Manse Prepairing 
Crew enjoying 
(Irene’s) Dinner. 
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Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

August   

 

1 Stella Agbornget 
1 Beverly Bouwman 

2 Wisteria Cairo 

5 Sharon Cromwell 
6 Evert Dorn 

9 David Dziworshie 

9 Dorcas Nthoki-Nyamai 
14 Thomas Ewing 

14 Max Ferdinandus 

14 Jean Galloway 

16 Virginia Hendriks 

17 Henriette Lane 

18 Joyce Mensah 

19 Daniel Oppong-Sarfo 

22 Jan Ruigendijk 

25 Cynthia Steward 

27 Solomon Stifanos 

28 Mary Tataw Eyere Tataw 

29 Julia Victoria Wagenaar 
30 Margriet van Overbeeke  

 

    
  September 
  

1 Dirk Bouwman 

2 Johan Wagenaar 
4 Hank Meldrum 

4 Jim Putten, van 

8 Michelle Baffuo Essel 
8 Liz Velden, van der 
13 Joost Pot 
15 Ingrid Evovo-Belksma 

15 Zaneta Massicott 
15 Stephanie Wenfua 

15 Bethel Ngiemah Wenfua 

16 Chanté Fleming 

17 Allen Foster 
18 Fanny Mensah 

19 Jaco Jacobs 
20 Brendan Velden, van der 
22 Ian Thomas Calvert 
24 Kelly Bouwman 

27 Sharon Keerthana Ganesh 

29 Andil Aboudou 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster: 

Derek Lawson, 

Schiedamsevest 121 

Tel: 010-4125709 

Email: 
DLawson@churchofscotland.org.
uk 

Church Office: 

Schiedamsesingel 6 

info@scotsintchurch.com  

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

tel: 06-2553 8320 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@caiway.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

 

 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

Secretary to the 
Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.c

Convenor of the 
Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

Safeguarding and  
Child Protection 
Officer 

Annemarie Fleming 

tel.: 06 4100 6511 

broll-111@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

Property 

Convener: André van der 
Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.
nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.c
om 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 

Vacant (2x) 

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 

Church Administrator 

Church Office Team 

info@scotsintchurch.co

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 


