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Dear SICR Family, 
 

Our “overseas” congregations in the Church of Scotland’s Presby-
tery of Europe – soon to be more fittingly renamed the 
“International Presbytery” – know probably better than most the 
feeling of isolation and the risk of insularity. Even close neighbours 
like Amsterdam, Bochum, Brussels, Paris, and Rotterdam in the 
north of Europe are several hours drive away from each other. 
Some of our congregations literally are (on) islands – Bermuda, 
Malta, Sri Lanka and Trinidad! Spontaneous mutual visits are clearly 
not an option with geographical challenges such as these, and so, 
apart from the two Presbytery meetings each year, most of us have 
no real choice but to “do our own thing”.  
 

In other words, we enjoy an unusual degree of freedom in shaping 
our own ministry and (to an extent) destiny, but this carries with it 
the risk of disassociation, something that can quickly eat away at 
the very heart of what it means to be Presbyterian: mutuality and a 
sharing at all levels and in all corners of the church in the ministry 
of God’s people. It’s impossible to be an “independent Presbyterian 
congregation” (a contradiction in terms if ever there was). 
 

John Donne paints this “bigger picture” in images of each individual 
as being a piece of the (larger) continent, part (only) of the main-
land. In church terms, we can trace the idea back to Paul. The 
churches he set up on his wide-ranging travels were equally scat-
tered (Corinth, Rome, Ephesus, even Malta!), but he strongly en-
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couraged them 
to support each 
other in their 
prayers and in 
their giving. 
“Read all about 
it” in 2 Corin-
thians, chap-
ters 8 and 9, 
and throughout 
Paul’s letters!  
 

Until fairly re-
cently, church-
es tended to 

follow this ex-
ample on an ad 
hoc basis, as the 
founders of our 

Pauluskirche in Bochum did in the 1650’s when they toured 
northern Europe (from Leiden to Lübeck and from Utrecht to Co-
penhagen) raising funds among fellow Christians in order to 
build their church. They even quoted 2 Corinthians 9:7 in their 
“begging letter” – for God loves a cheerful giver. But, ad hoc so-
lutions being unreliable, most churches have set up more per-
manent systems to ensure mutual support amongst member 
congregations, each according to their means and abilities. 
 

The major such “mutual support” fund in the Church of Scotland 
is our so-called Ministries & Mission. “M&M” funds a huge diver-
sity of recruitment, education, support and development of min-
istries (Ministers of Word and Sacrament, Ordained Local Minis-
ters, Auxiliary Ministers, etc.), all of which is essential to the life 
and witness of the church.  
 

Over the past four years, our congregations have been paying a 
nominal amount to the “Mission & Renewal” part of the fund, 
excluding Ministries, the major portion of which is to pay the sti-
pends of all ministers in Scotland. The stipends of all ministers in 
our presbytery are paid by the congregations, with assistance, if 
required, from the Salvesen Trust. This arrangement will contin-
ue, but the Presbytery agreed at the recent meeting in Rome, to 
increase our contributions over the next 5 years to approximate-
ly 12% of average income over the previous 3 years. There is a 
well-defined method of calculating the ‘average’ income, with 
certain exceptions and adjustments. Based on this ‘average’ in-

“No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is  

a piece of the continent, a part of the main.”  

from: Meditation XVII by John Donne (1572-1631),  

Poet and Anglican Dean 
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come of SICR in the years 2012, 2013 and 2014, we are looking 
at contributions to M&M of initially € 3,780.43 (2017), 
€ 6,060.85 (2018), € 8,341.28 (2019), €10,621.71 (2020), and 
finally € 12,902.14 (2021). In other words, we start with a read-
ily manageable 3.5% and arrive after 5 years at the envisaged 
12%.  
 

Mixing Paul’s metaphors deliberately, I would like to escape the 
mental arithmetic and get back to theological reflection, where I 
feel much more comfortable. The implications, however, are ex-
actly the same: “There should be no division in the body, but ... 
its parts should have equal concern for each other.” (1 Corinthi-
ans 12:25) That is our ultimate target: not so much some ab-
stract (or concrete) figure, and certainly not the imposing of un-
manageable burdens, but the nurturing of a living body that 
thrives and grows in relation to the extent of its mutuality and 
the working together of its parts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Derek Lawson is the Sole Nominee 
 
Nearing the end of SICR’s vacancy 

 

Sunday 17th April 
the Nominating 
committee reported 
on their search for 
a new minister to 
fill our vacancy 
since June 2014. 
According to the 
due process, which 
included the draw-
ing up of a profile 
of the church and 
the desired minis-
ter, they had now 
settled on a Sole 
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Nominee. To everybody’s surprise he is Rev. Derek Lawson, who 
was our locum for eight Sundays in October and November 
2014.  
He was here with his wife Moira and with, as he/she became 
known, the well-behaved dog. 
Personally I remember Rev. Derek as a pleasant, friendly and 
very knowledgeable minister, particular about Scots Church 
matters. We will all have a chance to refresh our memory of 
him, when he preaches at SICR on Sunday 5th June and gives 
eligible voters that chance to confirm or not the choice of the 
Nominating Committee. 
 

Bob Hensen, Consistory Clerk 

 

Congregational Agenda for May and June 
 

N.B. The minister may or may not use the lectionary read-
ings 
 

1st May   Communion Choir  John 14:23-29 

 

5th May   Ascension Day  (no service at SICR) 
  

8th May   Worship Joyful Singers Eph.: 1:15-23; Luke 24: 
     44-53 

     Mothers’ day 

15th May   Pentecost Choir  John 14:8-17 

     Confirmation of new members 

20th May   Monthly Third Friday Prayer Meeting 

 

22nd May   Worship Sonrise  John 16:12-15 

 

29th May   Worship Musicians Luke &: 1-10 

 

5th June   Communion  Choir  Luke 7:11-17 

     Sole Nominee Rev. Derek Lawson will preach, fol 
     lowed by voting 

 

12th June  Worship Joyful Singers Luke 7:36-8:3 

 

17th June  Monthly Third Friday Prayer Meeting 

 

19th June  Worship Choir  Luke 8:26-39 

     Fathers’ day 

26th June  Worship Sonrise  Luke 9:51-62 
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The Garden: Good Friday @ SICR 
 

The Good Friday 
service was a ha-
ven in the midst of 
a shaken world. 
We entered the 
church, mounted 
up the stairs 
weaved with ivy, 
into the dimly lit 
sanctuary that had 
a tranquil garden 
film and music 
playing in the 
background.  
 

Our souls couldn’t 
help but be still 
and recognize on-

ce more that He is God. The 
service thoughtfully inter-
wove the talents of our diver-
se church members, in hopes 
of honouring Him for all that 
He’s done, gifts that He had 
bestowed upon His church for 
our good and for His glory.  
A special moment for each of 
us was when we took perso-
nal time to visit different sta-
tions set up around the 
church. We walked around 
smelling herbs in jars that 
awakened our senses to His 
gardens – from the garden 
that graced the start of earth 
to the one that Jesus spent 
His last moments on earth in. 
We inked our hopes onto a 
white sheet, sharing with one 
another what we hoped for in 
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our own gardens. We buried our seeds with dirt in a cup and firmly sta-
ked our names, symbolizing our death with Christ, and hope for a re-
surrected life that we know to be real. We picked a garden-themed 
word tucked away in a bible, a keepsake word to remind us of our iden-
tity in Christ.  
We were prayed over and anointed with oil, and we dipped bread into 
oil and ate – “O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man 
that trusteth in Him” (Psalm 34:8).  
Hence, in the storm of all that troubles us in this world, we will hold 
firm to Him, our First Love. For He loved us first, a love displayed seve-
rely on the Cross, a love so true. And He reminds us, “I have told you 
these things so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  
 

By Heather Wong 

 

 

The Joys of Retirement . . . . . in Holland and SICR! 
 

‘You can’t be old enough to be retired!’  What a complement I always 
feel these words are, but I confess it’s the hair . . . . .my sister says I 
am vain to colour it, but I just tell her I’m not vain, I just don’t want to 
be grey . . .yet. 
 

Retirement is one of God’s better inventions, in the same category as 
grand children, beach walks on a sunny day and hearing people say 
that they love the Lord!  Making the decision to retire when I was ONLY 
65 was a difficult one;  I knew I still had lots of energy, however I did-
n’t have it in the same quantity as previously.  I’d be half way through 
the afternoon’s list of visits and be overcome with fatigue, so I’d go 
home for a cuppie – translated that is sitting down with a cup of weak 
tea or even just hot water!   I’d  be feeling slightly guilty that I had cut 
my visits short.  And that was not good for anyone.  So I stopped being 
a full time parish minister.  
 

But God has opened SO many wonderful doors of opportunity in the 
past two and a bit years and I am able to go places and be useful in 
wonderful ways and have a good time too. 
 

In my first ‘retirement’  year I spent in total five months in the beautiful 
city of Lisbon, being locum in the little Church of Scotland there which is 
part of the now International Presbytery that you are in, since it ex-
tends far beyond just Europe – Barbados, Sri Lanka, Trinidad.  Like Rot-
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terdam, the congregation 
was extremely cosmopolitan 
with members coming from 
all over the world.  
I had time to learn about the 
city and its amazing history 
and many friends and family 
took the opportunity to 
come and visit and, like 
here, there were visitors in 
church from around the 
world almost every week so 
altogether it was an ‘ace’ 
experience. – like here.   
And I didn’t have to learn 
another language; that also 
is like here – I am delighted 
to find that everyone in the 
little part of the Netherlands 
that we have seen so far, 

speaks my language – and very well too! 
 

Being retired also allows me to help out colleagues on occa-
sional Sundays if I am not locum some where.  This I just 
love because congregations are nearly always  nice to their 
visitors, and I don’t have to be concerned about saying the 
wrong thing – I just won’t get asked back!  Leading worship 
is probably my favourite activity of all time.  Being enthusi-
astic about one’s faith has to be the best witness ever. 
 

Towards the end of last year,  Drew and I visited  the island 
of Skye, off the west coast of Scotland and got to know just 
a few folk, while visiting some of the members who were not 
so able.  What a wonderful welcome we had!  And if I didn’t 
remember someone’s name, the chances were quite high 
that they were ‘Macleod’ the most common name on Skye.  
Visiting friends walked in the Cullin foothills with us and 
wandered the little country roads and beaches. 
 

And now God has placed me as locum for a few weeks in 
Rotterdam– what a thrill!  Almost three weeks now and I 
recognize a few faces, and remember about ten names – 
pretty good for a pensioner!  Hopefully I’ll remember more 
of you as time goes by – now there’s a tune I could learn on 
the saxophone, which is another of my retirement hobbies! 
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We have walked the streets of your beautiful, modern, yet historical 
city, sampled the restaurants, crossed the bridges, climbed the Euro-
mast, wandered the museums, marveled at the architecture, avoided 
the thousands of bicycles, taken the train to the Hague and Delft, so 
far with other journeys planned, at least to Gouda, Utrecht, Amster-
dam and the Keukenhof gardens.  Your city is clean and efficient, and 
your church is SO welcoming and vibrant.   
 

I see many people involved in the Sunday teams and in the activities 
that go on during the week.  I am seeing all that IS happening, and 
know nothing of what is not yet working, but if you have plans and 
visions then don’t wait for a new minister to get started!!! You are the 
Church remember? 

 

Church is about people not buildings, it’s about being Christian not 
religious and it’s about love and acceptance not fault finding and criti-
cism.  Being part of ‘church’ is about wanting to be involved, wanting 
to meet together in fellowship, believing that prayer works and not 
worrying about hanging on to buildings – they are all going to fall 
down in time anyway, but the Church, God’s people, will go on forev-
er, at least as long as God wants it to.  So think about what you would 
like your Church to be and work at it together, so that when the time 
comes to call your new full time minister, he/she will find a congrega-
tion of forward looking, visionary folk, full of faith and love and joy;  I 
expect they are already queuing up to come and minister in Rotter-
dam’s Scots International Church!  
 

As for me the joys of retirement are endless as long as the attitude 
and outlook on life is positive.  There are not enough hours in the day 
for all the things it is possible to do, but then there is no hurry – 
there’s always tomorrow.  And God is not a time keeper – He is eter-
nal and enduring and His love knows no beginning or end.  Life is 
what we make it and mostly it’s good!  Bless you all and thanks for 
the opportunity to be your locum for a few short weeks in wonderful 
Rotterdam. 
 

Linda Broadley 
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A Wonderful Evening of Song and Fellowship 
 

On Saturday evening, 19 March, the Rotterdam Vocal Ensemble 
returned once again to the Scots 
International Church to perform 
the Via Crucis (the ‘Way of the 
Cross’, or ‘Stations of the Cross’) 
by Franz Liszt, as well as Sabat 
Mater by Joseph Rheinberger, 
and closing with Die Seligpreis-
ungen by Franz List to a very ap-
preciative audience. Upon arrival, 
the choir of 41 and over 160 
guests enjoyed beverages and 
fellowship in the Lower Hall, 
decked out in all its Scottish fi-
nery and glowing with warmly 
welcoming candlelight. 
The concert of the Ensemble took 
place in the sanctuary, directed 
by the choir leader and founder, 
Geert van den Dungen, a re-
nowned specialist in the work of 
Johann Sebastian Bach and ho-

noured in 2010 as ‘Ridder in the Order of Oranje-Nassau’ for his 
contributions to the choir world. The well-known and accompli-
shed musician, Mark van Nispen accompanied the choir on pia-
no and organ, as well as performing four moving piano solos, 
also joined by baritone soloist, David Visser. 
All returned to the lower hall for a very friendly and enjoyable 
reception that kept the events team happily busy serving drinks 
and snacks. Our team, Carol de Groot, Dorothy and Rosita 
Kingsale, Frans Snable (Mamre), Ranee Damanik, Wilma Willi-
ams, Molly Foster and Stanley Murithi tallied up and proudly 
deposited record hospitality earnings of 210 euro to the church, 
on top of the rental earnings for the Sanctuary for that event. 
 

By Carol de Groot  

photo: Stanley Murithi  
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THE INTERNATIONAL PRESBYTERY 
News,March 2016 

 

ALL CHANGE AT THE INTERNATIONAL PRESBYTERY 
 

Meet Alec & Rhoda Grant – Mr. & Mrs. Moderator, to the Inter-
national Presbytery. At its recent mee-
ting in Rome, last year’s Moderator, 
Alec, passed on the Moderatorial Bible 
and responsibilities to his wife Rhoda, 
elected as this year’s Moderator! They’re 
both elders in the Brussels congregation, 
and both have served in the Presbytery 
of Europe for many years. What’s more, 
Rhoda was suffering from a minor ail-
ment as the Presbytery got down to bu-

siness – so the moderatorial duties were shared between them 
throughout the weekend meeting! 
 

That business included the final detailed arrangements for ta-
king the International Presbytery Act to this year’s General As-
sembly in May. The man who will introduce the Act is the Con-
vener of the Council of Assembly, Rev. Grant Barclay, and he 
was in Rome to take part in the Presbytery’s discussions.  The 
Act will mark the coming of age of the International Presbytery 
– currently designated the Presbytery of Europe, but already 
with churches in three continents – and it’s the culmination of 
three years of work by the International Presbytery Working 
Group (IPWG).  
 

 

When the Act is passed, it will bring the International Presbytery 
– up until now a “child” of the World Mission Council, overseen 
by its Europe Committee – to the same status as all other Pres-
byteries, sitting in a direct relationship with them and with the 
General Assembly. It also means the churches of the Internatio-
nal Presbytery will share the same rights and privileges as other 
Presbyteries, including the calling of ministers, and will contri-
bute significantly more to the core work of the Church of Scot-
land. 
 

 

Grant Barclay told the Presbytery that the IPWG had done its 
work well, but he recognised that there were real challenges 
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ahead for the international congregati-
ons – particularly in a year when the 
Presbytery will have no less than nine 
vacancies among its fifteen full char-
ges.  “A year of change, challenge, but 
also opportunity” he said.   
 

For the new Presbytery, there will be a 
new flag at this year’s Heart & Soul 
2016 celebration in Edinburgh – and, as 
the Assembly discusses the future, a 
chance to tell its story to the whole 
Church. It’s a story of: 
 

international ministry – in 14 
countries and 3 continents 
innovation – the Youth Presbytery 
concept was invented here!   
mission – the Presbytery has a strong 
track record in mission, reaching across 
the world and with a particular recent 
focus on migrant and refugee mission  
diversity in Christian unity – most of 
its congregations are truly international 
in makeup; some have over 40 natio-
nalities and denominations repre-
sented! 
 

 

MISSION PRJECTS… 
 

2016 PROJECT… 
The Presbytery’s current Mission Pro-
ject is “Beyond Crisis” – aiming to help 
refugees in Budapest, Hungary, in as-
sociation with St. Columba’s Church. 
It’s run by the Kalunba Social Services 
Association, and aims to help refugee 
families to re-establish themselves, 
through housing, school integration, 
and vital psycho-social services. Rev. 
Aaron Stevens said “It’s miracle money 
that bridges the gap.” 
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THE 2015 PROJECT… 

Word Made Flesh Romania’s Earthship, made from earth-filled 
tyres, houses an aquaponics garden, in which fish, marine and 
plant life sustain food growth. The project is for vulnerable child-
ren and young people, and it involves them in construction and 
operation. We raised well over €6,000.  
                             

FAREWELL… 
At a time of real change within the Presbytery, members said 
“farewell” to four ministers, and two associated congregations – 
Turin and Regensburg, where Church of Scotland ministers had 
formerly led the work, but are no longer in post. 
 

Rev Ian Manson: Ian left Geneva for Beauly, near Inver-
ness, in February. Elder Mary Couper spoke of his three pas-
sions: “Football, chocolate, and MISSION!” She told how his mi-
nistry – and Roberta’s – had transformed church life there, 
whether it was leading mission trips to Malawi, or preparing hag-
gis for 80 people. At his induction to Beauly, one member said 
she had looked up Geneva on Lonely Planet, where she found it 
described as “Sleek, slick and cosmopolitan – a rare breed of a 
city. Beauly”, she concluded, “is absolutely none of these 
things!”  
 

 

Rev Jim Cowie:  Jim will retire from 
the Scots Kirk in Paris in May this year. 
During his time there, Jim has guided 
the congregation’s responses through 
terrorist attacks in the city. Elder Doro-
thy Nitsche said “During his whole min-
istry with us, he gave so much of him-
self. We learned to sing a new song to 

the Lord – we even danced and clapped in church!  And we’ll never 
forget the sight of Jim, in his kilt, striding through Notre Dame Cathe-
dral at a Remembrance service!” 
 

Rev Dr Rhona Dunphy:  Rhona, associated w ith the Luthe-
ran Chaplaincy at the University of Regensburg for over 20 
years, was ordained by the Church of Scotland to ministry there 
in 2005. Within the Presbytery, she has served as Moderator, 
Prayer Co-ordinator, and Convener of Education & Training. 
She’s also celebrated as the lady who offered sweets and cuddly 
toys to those who got their prayer requests in on time! She’s 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 

3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Fax 010 412 57 09 

Church Office email: info@scotsintchurch.com 

Website: scotsintchurch.com  

 Bank accounts: 
ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 

F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  
   

taking up a post as a Pastoral Support Officer with the Ministries 
Council. 
 

Rev Willie McCulloch: W illie has been minister of St. An-
drew’s, Rome, since 2002, and is due to retire in July.  Elder John 
McGhie recalled that Willie preached for the charge on 7th Septem-
ber 2001: “Four days later the world changed. And when Willie then 
came to us, he also transformed this church in this new world. He 
listened. He engaged. He inspired us Sunday by Sunday from the 
pulpit and in his actions every day of the week. And so we’re open 
every day, we feed hundreds of migrants, and Rome’s poorest; we 
host others in worship, and we welcome the world to this place of 
faith. Mission is in Willie’s heart.”   

 

The presbytery in Rome: Left: Sunday lunch together on the 
church roof terrace, overlooking the city. Right: The evening 
view from the terrace. Down there: the Vatican. 
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Happy birthday and may the Lord 
bless you in the coming year! 

William Reid Chapman 
 
Born 21st September 1948 
Died 13th March 2016 
 
His hands worked for us, 
His heart beat for us, 
His voice spoken to us, 
His eyes followed us to the end. 
 
Elsie Chapman and family. 

Prof. Dr.  Peter R. Odell 
 
Born 1st July 1930 
Died 12th April 2016 
 
Born in Coalville Mid-England  
he made energy his lifework 

and lived 30 years in The 
Netherlands 
 
Jean Odell and family  

Obituaries of members of the S.I.C.R. 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster:Vacant 

Interim moderator:  

Rev.James Brown 

J.brown56@gmx.de 

 

Church Office: 

info@scotsintchurch.com  

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

tel: 06-2553 8320 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@caiway.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

Secretary to the 
Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.c

Convenor of the 
Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Caretaking team 

Vacant 

 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.
nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.c
om 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 

Vacant (2x) 

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 

Church Administrator 

Church Office Team 

info@scotsintchurch.co

Child Protection 
Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmai
l.com 

010 4524230 

 


