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Dear friends of the SICR,  
 
 
“Moderator!” At that one word, 

shouted loudly, some 800 people present in the Assembly 
Hall in Edinburgh rise as one to their feet. The Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland (in short: 
Moderator) and his party enter. He bows to the middle, to the 
left, to the right, and the assembled commissioners bow back 
in turn. Then all face the small gallery beneath the royal coat 
of arms, where the Lord High Commissioner – the Queen’s 
personal representative at the gathering – and his party 
enter. More bows – to the front, to the right, to the left...  
Like our Church of Scotland as a whole, the General Assembly 
is a curious and exciting mixture of ancient, time-honoured 
tradition and modernity. Beside the pomp and circumstance, 
the formal wording of minutes and “deliverances”, all of them 
part of the church’s rich heritage, our present day in the 21st 
century is equally well represented – in the “Heart & Soul” 
open-air festival on Sunday 17th May in Princes Street 
Gardens; in the electronic voting handsets and high-tech for 
debates and presentations; in the subjects covered – work 
with the handicapped and the aged, nuclear weapons, 
migrants and refugees, human rights and mental health, 
social care, military chaplains, the “Fresh expressions” agency 
encouraging growth of the church in an increasingly secular 
society ... the list is long and impressive. 

LETTER 

from the Interim 

Moderator 
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I write this on Pentecost Sunday, having just returned 
from my week in Edinburgh, with the Assembly still fresh 
in my mind. The protocol and ceremony, the debates and 
disagreements, the worship and reflection, the many 
personal conversations with other ministers and elders in 
the church, meeting up with others from our International 
Presbytery who were also commissioners this year ... from 
Paris, Malta, Lausanne, Brussels, Geneva, Colombo, 
Nicosia. Perhaps because of the association with Pentecost 
and the coming of the Holy Spirit (check out Acts Chapter 
2), I have a particularly vivid memory of the speech given 
by last year’s Moderator, John Chalmers after handing 
over to his successor.  
In a hall festooned with paper doves (symbols of the Holy 
Spirit and of Peace), John Chalmers reminded those 

present that, in 
his year in office, 
he had “tried to 
find ways of 
getting the wider 
Church of 
Scotland, from 
time to time, to 
sing from the 
same page.” His 
doves project 
was his most 
successful 

attempt – 1000 s were sent to him from all across the 
church (and from as far away as Bermuda). But he not 
only received doves, he also gave very special doves as 
gifts to all those he visited in his Moderatorial year. Little 
glass doves made in Bethlehem by Palestinian Christians 
living under occupation. They are made from glass 
recovered from bombsites. “And whatever else the symbol 
of the Dove stands for, these doves stand for beauty from 
brokenness.”  
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What applies to the church at large applies equally to our 
local congregations, where it is also our calling and our 
privilege to engage in the work of the Holy Spirit, help 
build our tiny little bits of the Kingdom of God, help beauty 
to emerge from brokenness, make peace, share in ancient 
revered traditions and work right at the front line of 
contemporary society ... the new Moderator, Revd. Angus 
Morrison, has chosen as his theme “Living Stones”. Along 
with the whole Church, I look forward to hearing his 
reflections at the end of his year as Moderator. 
Wishing you well as we continue at the SICR in the 
process of searching for a new minister to assist the 
congregation in Rotterdam in serving the wider community 
to the glory of God and the advancement of Christ’s 
Kingdom of justice and peace. 
 
Jimmy Brown  
 
 

LETTER FROM THE LOCUM: 

 

Dear Members 
 
By the time you read this I will be your locum minister for 
the June and early July. 
 
I have been a Minister of the Church of Scotland since 
1973, having served in Kirkcaldy in Fife until 1988 when I 
moved to a rural Galloway town of Dalbeattie where I 
served until my official retirement in 2013. 
 
Since then I have done preaching and locum work in Sri 
Lanka, Amsterdam, Lisbon and Bermuda. And a highlight 
of the last few months was in Kerala in South India when I 
represented our church at an Eco Conference arranged by 
the Church of South India. 
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I became 
involved in eco 
theology, in the 
recognition that 
the world was 
created by God 
and that we as 
mankind were 
the caretakers 
of the resources 
of the planet, 
some 15 years 
ago when the 
eco Churches  in 
Scotland programme was initiated. The elders at 
Dalbeattie were keen to become involved, and I found 
myself preaching on creation and leading the congregation 
from time to time in prayers that reflected our need to be 
warm and fed,, but not at the cost of others being flooded 
and starving. That has been part of my ministry, along 
with a commitment to being with people when they 
needed me, in the high and low moments of life. 
 
Domestically, my wife Elizabeth will be with me for the 
next few weeks as we meet together and share in worship 
and the social events of the church. 
 
I am a father of 2 grown up daughters, and the proud 
grandfather of Elise who is 2 years old. 
 
I look forward to meeting you all 
 
God Bless 
 
Norman Hutcheson 
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 Congregational Agenda 

 June 

3   Wednesday  19:45  Council meeting 

3   Wednesday  19:30  Bible Study  

7   Sunday   10:30  Communion Service  

8   Monday   17:00  Presentation Guide on Migrant  

          Churches 

10  Wednesday  19:30  Bible Study  

14  Sunday    10:30  Worship Service  

17  Wednesday  19:30  Bible Study 

18  Thursday  16:00  Flashmob Kerkennacht 

19  Friday    19:30  Prayer Meeting 

20  Saturday  19:00  Kerkennacht 

21  Sunday   10:30  Worship Service 

23  Tuesday   19:45  Consistory Meeting 

24  Wednesday  19:30  Bible Study 

28  Sunday   10:30  Worship Service & Sunday School 

          Picnic 

 July 

4   Saturday   18:30  Dinner & North Sea Round Town 

5   Sunday   10:30  Communion Service 

8   Wednesday  19:30  Bible Study 

12  Sunday   10:30  Worship Service 

15  Wednesday  19:30  Bible Study 

17  Friday    19:30  Prayer Meeting 

19  Sunday   10:30  Worship Service 
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22  Wednesday  19:30  Bible Study 

26  Sunday   10:30  Worship Service 

29  Wednesday  19:30  Bible Study 

 August 

2   Sunday   10:30  Communion Service 

9   Sunday   10:30  Worship Service 

16  Sunday   10:30  Worship Service 

21  Friday    19:30  Prayer Meeting 

23  Sunday   10:30  Worship Service 

30  Sunday   10:30  Worship Service 

 

 

SATURDAY 4
TH

 JULY 2015 
IN THE 

THE SCOTS CHURCH 

ROTTERDAM 

 
PROGRAMM 

DOOR OPEN:18:00 (dinner €6 incl. a drink) 

CONCERT: CHURCH HALL 18:30- 19:00 

(COMBI . ORGEL & SAX) 
JAN Hendrik V/D KAMP & RUUD BERGAMIN  

DINNER: LOWER HALL: FROM 19:00 

Erna Booman’s Jazz CREATION 

CONCERT: LOWER HALL  FROM : 20:30 

Peter Vlietstra & Company 
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Scottish Diaspora Tapestry  
 
The way I remember it, it must have been way back in 
January 2013 that two delegates from The 
Prestongrange Arts Festival visited our church and in 
the Open Spot explained what the Scottish Diaspora 
Tapestry was, and why they were here: it was to be a 
community embroidery project, inspired by the Bayeux 
Tapestry in France, with panels commemorating the 
influence of Scots all over the world, as well as the 
influence immigrants to Scotland had. And would a 
team from our church work on the illustrious history of 
Scots expats in Rotterdam? 
 
It somehow happened that I became the spokesperson 
for our little group of four volunteers: Maureen 
Vollema, Virginia Hendriks, Marion Pot-Davidson, and 
I, Anneke Pot. We sent in some ideas, and 
photographs from the archives, and waited.  
 
Nothing.  
 
After a while we wrote. What do you think? They were 
just about to send us something… 
 
More waiting.  
 
And then the kits arrived. Huge pieces of linen, a 
sketch indicating colours, and skeins of wool. Please 
complete and send back in eight weeks.   
 
So, we took a collective huge breath, and got stitching. 
Blood, sweat and tears, not to mention sleepless 
nights were our lot. Until, by some miracle, we posted 
our work back more or less on time, about a year ago.  
 
The panels were finished off in Scotland, and 
assembled in such a way that the tapestry could be 
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shown around Scotland. By the time Maureen and I saw it in the 
Autumn our ordeal was almost forgotten, and we were proud to 
see our panels as part of this truly wonderful tapestry.  
 
Now, another year on, the tapestry is on a world tour around 
the countries where the embroidery was done, and the current 
tapestry consists of twice the number of panels originally shown.  
 
This exhibition was opened in great style on May 30 in the 
museum in Veere, which, as you may know, has longstanding 
connections with Scotland. Museum De Schotse Huizen at Kaai 
25 is the ideal venue and we recommend a trip to Veere for 
anyone: it is a lovely place, lots to see and do, plus the added 
bonus of seeing this unique work of community art. The 
exhibition runs to July 26. Look up the website for full details. 
On Tuesdays you will meet the embroidery group who worked 
on the six panels from Veere, and on Saturdays there are 
storytelling events, concerts, guided walks through Veere etc.  
 
This is your chance to have a lovely day in Zeeland, and learn 
the stories behind all the inticately designed and embroidered 
panels that make up the Scottish Diaspora Tapestry. 
 
Anneke Pot. 
 
The website: 
 
http://www.scottishdiasporatapestry.org 
 
The Dutch panels: 
 
http://www.scottishdiasporatapestry.org/netherlands 
 
Website Museum De Schotse Huizen at Veere: 
 
http://www.schotsehuizen.nl/index.html    
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Fare well Harmen, Sofie, Gabriel and Shelise REBEL! 

 

Who does not know this tall couple, mostly sitting on 
the right side of  the sanctuary, in the third or fourth 
pew from the back? They joined our  church in 2011, 

shortly after they were married. 
  
Harmen is friendly, open-minded, often smiling, soft-

spoken, until one  asks for his opinion. He proved to be 
a very helpful person, getting involved in many 
activities in our church. He became a Deacon, a 

Worship Leader and the Convener of the Caretaking 
Team. This last function demonstrated clearly his skill 
in leading, coaching and unifying opinions. 

  
Harmen worked as a Safety Professional at Erasmus 
University Rotterdam, and shared his expertise with 

us. He drew up very comprehensive safety plan for our 
church, which included advice in fire safety and an  
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evacuation plan. 
Harmen’s wife, Sofie, originally from Kumla in Sweden, is 

a rather quiet lady, but with enormous creativity. You 
may remember her practicing the art of Aerial Silk 
Acrobatics, climbing two long strips of cloth hanging 

from a tree branch, twisting the material between her 
legs and feet.  
She also joined the Bible Study and assisted in various 

activities, like the Summer Club for the children. 
  
It was a joy to watch their family grow with the arrival of 

their two children, Gabriel, now a cute toddler, and 
Shelize, his younger sister. 
  

We will not easily forget this active young couple. We 
wish them God’s guidance and protection in starting a 
new life in Sweden. 

  
If you want to stay in touch with them, you can still do 
so through the internet at: rebelharmen@gmail.com or 

sofie.rebel@gmail.com They will surely be missed. 
 

Ato Bob 
. 
 
In Memoriam 

Alan Frederick Holloway 

22 June 1948 – 21 May 2015 
 
Alan wasn't a regular at the Scots International Church 
Rotterdam for long, but he left his mark. Some will 
remember him playing 'Love Story' and 'Misty' during a 
Friday evening dinner concert. He had a beautiful, lyrical 
style of playing the piano. He also loved telling stories and 
jokes. Coming to our church gave him a sense of belonging 
and reunited him with some old friends - Margriet van 
Overbeeke and Liz van der Velden. 
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Alan was born in 
Birmingham, but settled 
in NL in the mid-1970's, 
and soon built up a 
reputation as a 
respected theatre 
nurse. It wasn't to last. 
The Salvation Army 
came to Alan's rescue a 
number of times, 
helping him get back on 
his feet. 
 
Alan was in a good 
place at the time he 
regularly joined us for 
Sunday worship and 
played piano at various 
social events. Then he 

dropped off the radar. 
 
A year ago, homeless and severely depressed, he 
reached out to Margriet for help. Once again the 
Salvation Army took Alan under their wing and gave him 
a new lease of life, offering him a place in one of their 
treatment centres near Apeldoorn. The surroundings were 
like paradise for someone who loved nature as much as 
Alan did. He blossomed, but after 11 months, he opted to 
try it on his own. It wasn't a great success. Alan didn't 
cope well alone. 
 
A month before he died, he fell in his cottage. His legs 
were in a really bad way. Because of a poor heart 
condition, surgery wasn’t an option, and Alan was moved 
to a nursing home, with no real prospect of recovery. He 
accepted his situation remarkably calmly and expressed 
his gratitude for all the blessings life had brought him, 
especially for the love and friendship he shared with so 
many people. During his last days, Margriet brought him 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 
3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Fax 010 412 57 09 
Church Office email: info@scotsintchurch.com 

Website: scotsintchurch@cs.com  
 Bank accounts: 

ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 
F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

   

a CD player so he could listen to music by his favourite 
composers: Brahms, Schubert and Bach. 
 
Alan’s faith was strong to the end, and gave him much 
comfort. Psalm 131 and Psalm 139 were particularly dear to 
him. When his friend and mentor, Matthijs, asked him, “Alan, 
are you afraid to die?” he answered, “My dear friend, it’s 
okay. It’s not bad.” Alan believed that no matter how small 
and insignificant he felt, God was there for him. 
 
Alan died in the early hours of the morning on 21 May, with 
Margriet, his old friend and former colleague, by his side. 
 
Alan's friend and mentor, Matthijs, together with Margriet and 
Irene, planned and conducted the funeral service in the 
chapel at Minesota, the centre where Alan had lived for almost 
a year. Our organist, Jan Hendrik van der Kamp, played the 
piano. Irene conducted the short service at the graveside in 
English, in honour of Alan's English roots. 
 
About 80 people came to pay their respects and remember 
this intelligent, musical, humorous, erudite, loyal, warm, 
loving, humble, attentive, shy and at the same time driven, 
charming, at times stubborn but always optimistic and 
positive man who had touched and inspired so many. We miss 
you, Alan. Rest in peace. 
 
Irene Bom 
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Happy birthday to: 

 

June 

 
1 Ato Cromwell 
2 Laurentia Wenfua 
3 Alan Aldus 
3 Hunter Smith 
4 Ymke Ewoma Evovo 
5 Christina Massicott – White 
5 Lina Sabastian 
6 André van der Velden 
8 Anneke Pot 
12 Joanne de Zanger 
15 Anca Juravie 
15 Kelechi Koka 
17 Charles Sakyi 
21 Sofie Rebel 
23 Ruth Vissia 
23 Precious Juliet Okoro 
26 Rignalda Fleming 
26 Nnamdi Koka 
26 Victoria Tabot 
29 Isaac Dierx 
29 Michael Paton 
30 Pieter Aghasomba 
 
July 

 
6 Samuel Osei 
12 Charles Ashu 
18 Chinedum Koka 
18 Maureen Vollema 

19 Olivia Adu – Poku 
20 Hendrick Ettienne 
20 Andrew Sondengam 
23 Stacey Bouwman 
23 Efrain Cuvulay 
23 Sheretta Opoku – Polly 
26 Elmos Abunam 
28 Simeon Calvert 
30 Myron Etienne 
30 Evelyn Koomson 
30 Isabel Smart 
 
August 

 
1   Cynthia Steward (James 
 Christian) 
1   Mary Tataw Eyere Tataw 
2   Wisteria Cairo 
5   Virginia Hendriks 
6   Jan  Ruigendijk 
14 Joyce Mensah 
14 Joost Pot 
14 Julia Victoria Wagenaar 
16 Stella Agbornget 
17 Sharon Cromwell 
18 Jean Galloway 
19 Beverly Bouwman 
21 David Dziworshie 
22 Evert Dorn 
25 Henriette Lane 
27 Daniel Oppong-Sarfo 
28 Max Ferdinandus 
 



Page 16 THE HERALD 

WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster Vacant 

Interim moderator:  

Rev.James Brown 

J.brown56@gmx.de 

 

Church Office: 

info@scotsintchurch.com  

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Vacant 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

zanger@online.nl 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

  

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Caretaking team 

Vacant 

 

 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

  

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
 

Vacant (2x) 

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Administrator 

(Temporary Thursday ) 

info@scotsintchurch.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


