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Dear friends of the SICR,  
 
 

 
Gradually we have moved on in our “odd relationship” that’s been 
going on since last June – the relationship between what the Church 
of Scotland, in its own peculiar language, calls a Vacant Charge and 
an Interim Moderator. For most of the time, I have to admit I’ve felt 
a bit like an absentee landlord – somehow far away from it all! Ours 
is such a different Presbytery from all the others, and you can’t just 
“pop round for a chat” the way you might do in Dundee or Perth, or 
even Edinburgh and Glasgow.  
Because of that, it’s very good to know that, without any exception, 
there have been excellent people “on the ground” (the Locums, in 
other words), not just keeping things going, but keeping things 
growing in the SICR, most recently Jennifer Pridmore and her 
family. And I appreciate too being kept in regular touch via e-mails 
(quite a lot of these – on days like today maybe even 5 or 6 from 
Rotterdam) and it’s good to be part of the weekly prayer update 
too. In that respect, I’ve felt nevertheless “close to it all”, close to 
you all. 
Now, at long last, the next of my Interim Moderator’s visits is 
coming up – real face-to-face encounter – and it’s an opportunity 
I’m looking forward to. The Annual General Meeting (AGM) is the 
time when members of a congregation can ask questions, raise 
issues, start discussions. At this point in the vacancy, I’m sure there 
might be a lot of these, and I’ll be interested to hear them. I also 
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wish to use that opportunity to bring you up to date on the next 
steps – “What do we do now?” 
Just a couple of weeks after the Rotterdam AGM, the Presbytery 
of Europe will be meeting at Fuengirola in the south of Spain 
(from 6-8 March). One of the recommendations to that meeting 
will be that Rotterdam be given permission to call a full-time 
minister. Once Presbytery gives its “OK” to that (which is almost 
inevitable), things will really get moving at the SICR – drawing 
up the Electoral Register (mid- to late March), advertising the 
vacancy, appointing a Nominating Committee (early to mid 
April)... all, somehow appropriately, in the Easter season, when 
we celebrate coming alive in Christ. 
If all goes well, you may well find yourselves welcoming your 
new minister before the October meeting of Presbytery takes 
place in Brussels. But, before that happens, I know you will 
continue to be enriched by your next round of locums: Graeme 
Kent in February, Ed and Michelle Top in March-April, and the 
home-grown team in May. And I’m sure too that the world-wide-
web and the web of supportive prayer with which we are so 
directly linked will keep us in close touch as we enter these 
exciting times ahead.  
See you soon! 
 
 
Jimmy Brown  
 
 
 
LETTER FROM THE LOCUM 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Having spent the past several weeks 
ministering among you all, please allow me to 
say what a privilege it is to work with such 
talented and faithful people! As a “local 
locum” (that is, as someone who lives locally) 
I look forward to being able to continue working and ministering 
alongside the SICR in the future. It is always a pleasure to meet 
and get to know new brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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And now, a brief thought for the SICR family, particularly over 
the next few months of the search process for a new head 
minister. At the recent Epiphany Tea we hosted I was speaking 
with Irene about the three Kings we have displayed on our 
piano. I explained that these were made many years ago by my 
maternal grandmother, and that I remember them very fondly 
as a happy part of my childhood. I concluded by saying that 
when I see 
them in our 
current house 
“they mean 
home to me.” 
 
Home, as we 
all know, 
means much 
more than the 
house we 
happen to 
inhabit. It 
refers to a 
space where we feel connected; a space we associate with the 
relationships which form our wider family. For some this might 
actually be a physical house or family property, but for many 
people, particularly internationals, home is much less a matter 
of a building than it is a sense of comfort and belonging. Much 
as our family grows to include dear friends not related to us by 
blood, our home is not dependent upon bricks and mortar. 
 
Likewise, we know that while “church” (lower case ‘c’) refers to 
both the building we worship in and our local congregation, we 
Christians are members of the Church (capital ‘C’), which refers 
to the wider Body of Christ; that is, all believers: the Church 
Universal. As you move forward with this time of discernment, 
visioning, searching and praying for a new head minister, it is 
important to remember that you, the people of the SICR, are 
part of a very large Church. This is true both denominationally 
(the Church of Scotland International Presbytery) and spiritually. 
This truth is abundantly evident on Sunday mornings at worship: 
think of all the national, ethnic, and denominational backgrounds 
present! What an incredible example of Church! 
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May God bring the SICR a head minister who is steeped in the 
knowledge and understanding of Church; a person who is gifted 
at leading and ministering in an international context. I hope 
and pray, with you all, that this person is able to feel at home 
among you, and that the SICR continues to be a bright haven 
and comfortable home for internationals and Dutch nationals 
alike well into the future. God bless you all! 
 
Best always, 
Jennifer Pridmore 
 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL NOTES 
 
December was busy, with the various Christmas-related events. 
The family Service with the Living Nativity was particularly 
memorable, and the children had a fun time at the Sunday 
School Christmas Party. The Christmas Tea was a real feast and 
a large group ventured out into the cold after the tea to sing 
carols around the neighbourhood. The Choir and congregation 
out did themselves during the Carol singing later that evening. 
Let me not forget to mention the joint Christmas Eve Service 
with SICR and Hope Baptist Church, with more than half a dozen 
pastors from sister churches in attendance. The festive 
Christmas Day Service and the singing in the ‘Buurthuis’ 
rounded all up. 
 
While Christmas is well and truly behind us, the Epiphany theme 
has taken us well into January, with the basses and tenors in the 
choir (including Esther), leading the congregation in “We three 
kings” on Epiphany Sunday and the Pridmore’s hosting an 
Epiphany Tea at their home on Sunday afternoon on 18 January. 
A pity there were no families at the tea to make use of the 
Epiphany-themed activities, but while Irene and Cynthia sat in 
front of the TV straining to hear “Songs of Praise”, the others 
babbled on in the background, enjoying tea and baked goodies. 
A good time was had by all. 
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Throughout January the services have had a covenant theme. 
To complement the services, Irene wrote a theme song called 
“We love God (Hold fast)”, highlighting aspects of our covenant 
relationship with God. 
 
Rev. Jennifer Pridmore’s Locumacy ends with the Covenant 
Service on 25th January, but she will continue to minister to 
and with us, as she – like Joost and Irene – are locals. 
 
One area that Jennifer has been active in during her locumacy is 
pastoral care. The elders have asked her if she’d be willing to 
help Bob and Irene establish a new Pastoral Care Team and 
she’s agreed. This will give some impetus to developments 
already underway, following on from Dave Robinson’s pastoral 
care course in September last year. 
 
Graeme Kent takes over from Jennifer, 
as our locum for February. He was part 
of a four-man leadership team during 
the vacancy before Robert Calvert came 
– twenty years ago. We hope that, 
sometime during his stay with us 
Graeme will do a SWOT Analysis 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) open to all members of the 
congregation, to help us build our vision 
for the future. Graeme will be 
accompanied by his wife, Carol. Some of 
you will know them well. I know that 
Joost is looking forward to leading the Communion Service with 
his old friend, Graeme, on his first  Sunday back. Joost was also 
part of that four-man leadership team, all those years ago. 
 
In March and April we will be joined by Ed and Michele Top from 
Canada, with their three children. Ed writes, “My wife and I are 
both pastors at the Lantern Community Church in Calgary, 
Alberta. We began the church with eight families in 2002 with 
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the assistance of our denomination, The Christian Reformed 
Church. After 12 years at the helm, we need a 
break and an adventure! ... Michelle and I are 
looking for an opportunity to serve in an 
international setting for a period of time. My 
mother was originally from Rotterdam, my 
father from the north. Michelle's parents too 
immigrated to Canada in the early '50's.” 
 
For radio interview with Ed and Michelle Top:  
http://lanternchurch.com/about/cbc-interview/ 
 
For the five weeks in May we will make use of local resources (Joost, 
Irene, Jennifer, Jason, and maybe a visiting preacher or two), before 
Jimmy Brown takes up residence in the Muller House with his wife, 
Heike (also a minister), to serve as our locum in June. 
 
Our monthly prayer meeting in December had a very small turn-out, 
but we did take the opportunity to introduce a new set up, with chairs 
arranged around a low table (usually used by the 3-4’s in Sunday 
School). The table provides a point of focus – ideal for candles, for 
example – and also to put hymn books and Bibles on. 
 
Most of the regulars were back for the January prayer meeting 
(including Stanley), and they were pleased and delighted with the new 
arrangement. The January theme was Prayer and Christian unity, in the 
light of the worldwide week of prayer for Christian unity scheduled for 
16 to 24 January.  
 
Prayer meetings are always on the 3rd Friday of the month - the Friday 
after Soup Sunday, five days after the Joyful Singers blessed us with 
their song in church. We hope more of you will be inspired to join us in 
the future. Bring your family. 
 
Our caretaker Stanley Murithi came back from his family visit to Kenya 
sponsored through spontaneous crowdfunding of the congregation. He 
is very grateful for this opportunity to see his wife and daughters and 
settle some important family matters. 
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CONGREGATIONAL AGENDA FEBRUARY – MARCH 2015 
 

February 

01  Sunday: Holy Communion Service -  John 6: 1-     

  15, 47-58 

06  Wednesday: Council Meeting 

08  Sunday: Worship Service - John 6: 16-36 

15  Sunday: Worship Service - John 6: 60-70 

20  Friday: Prayer Meeting 

21  Saturday: Consistory Meeting 

22  Sunday: Worship meeting & AGM - Luke 9: 18- 

  27, 57-62 

March 

01  Sunday: Holy Communion - Mark 8:31-38 

08  Sunday: Worship Service - John 2:13-22 

15  Sunday: Worship Service - John 3:14-21 

18  Wednesday: Council Meeting 

20  Friday: Prayer Meeting 

22  Sunday: Worship Service - John 12:13-22 

29  Sunday: Worship Service – Mark 11:1-11 

    Summer Time begins 

31  Tuesday: Consistory meeting 
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Above: Three pictures 
of Fuengirola (Spain)  
where the next Presby-
rery Conference will be 
held (See page 12) 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 
JANETTE FLEMING VAN DER BEN Née ROBERTSON 
 
Janette van der Ben passed peacefully away at the beginning of 
December last year, only a few days before her 85th birthday. She 
had been ailing for some time, but the recent death of her son 
weighed heavily upon her in the last months. 
 
Janette came to The Netherlands in the early 
1950s and she and Jo set up house in 
IJsselmonde, bringing up a family of two sons 
and one daughter. 
 
Janette had joined our church when they 
worshipped in a school building not far from the 
Central Station as the previous church had been 
destroyed by the bombing of Rotterdam in May 
1940 and the present building had not been 
finished. She came regularly to the church and 
over the years took part in many ways. She had 
been a member of the ”Woman’s Guild” and 
shared real Scots recipes when the “Scots 
Church Cookery Book” was compiled: soups, 
stews and dumplings, no ‘fancy stuff’. At one time she took over the 
Book Stall from Fiona Karner and held it for a few years. She was an 
expert knitter and her intricate patterns adorned many jumpers and 
sweaters at our Bazaar stalls. Janette was an enthusiastic member 
when the choir was set up again. She gave much of her time working 
on the Church Archives and enjoyed helping people to trace families 
and relatives.  
 
Apart from these activities she was at one time the president of the 
‘Huisvrouwen Vereniging’ and occupied high functions in a Masonic 
Lodge; quite different aspects of her character.  
 
Janette will be sadly missed; she was the longest-living member of 
our present congregation and loved telling about past times. Last year 
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she was re-united with the daughter of the former minister 
Muir Haddow, who she had looked after as an infant when she 
first came to Rotterdam. 
 
We will always remember her with affection for her personality 
and her characteristic ways. 
 
By Marion Pot 
 
AGM AND VACANCY PROCEDURES 
 
Sunday 22nd February after the Worship Service we will have 
our AGM or Annual General Meeting, during which various 
conveners, representatives or leaders of teams, groups etc. will 
give their reports and questions can be asked by those 
attending. We will also elect two new Deacons, as well as re-
elect an Elder.  The meeting is open all, members and 
adherents, who consider themselves to be part of the SICR 
congregation. However, only members are allowed to vote. 
Prominently on the agenda of the AGM will be our vacancy and 
what we have to do to get a new minister. It is important that 
you know what will happen and what we (that includes you) 
have to do! 
 
Are you a member or an adherent? 
A member is someone who brought a transfer certificate from 
another church or made a public confession of faith, like the 
two people who will be doing this during the service today. An 
adherent is someone who regularly attends services at SICR 
and is known to us. If you want to become member, see your 
Elder, Ato Bob, Rev. Irene or mailto:scotsintchurch@cs.com 
 
When do we get a new minister at SICR? 
 
This question is often asked by those attending services at 
SICR, but also by outsiders. Unfortunately a precise answer 
can’t be given. 
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The first weekend of March the International Presbytery (Scots 
Churches in Europe, Sri Lanka and Bermuda) will meet in 
Fuengirola, Spain. They will consider the Presbytery Plan, which 
will determine a.o. how many ministers are needed and which 
other support is necessary. The appraisal of the SICR for the 
Presbytery Plan shows that we are sufficiently viable and need a 
full minister. We therefore hope and pray that the International 
Presbytery will give us permission to launch the call (for a 
minister). 
 
What is next when we issue the call? 
 
We have to complete and confirm the Electoral List of SICR 
members, who are entitled to vote, when the final candidate is 
known and has preached as ‘sole nominee’ at SICR. The selection 
of candidates will be done by the Nominating Committee, whose 
members will be proposed and elected by the SICR members 
from March 2015. So please start thinking who you want to be on 
this committee. N.B. Not necessarily Elders or Deacons just 
dedicated members. Want to know more or if you don’t 
understand all this? Ask your Elder, Rev. Irene or Ato Bob. 
 
What will the Nominating Committee do? 
 
The people we/you propose and elect into the Nominating 
Committee will nominate our new minister. They will work under 
confidentiality and place advertisements, categorise and pre-
select candidates, interview them, go and hear some preach and 
finally propose, in fact nominate their choice of new minister. 
Members of the congregation will then vote to elect the 
candidate, after he or she has preached at SICR as a ‘sole 
nominee’.  Please note adherents can also vote when they sign a 
form that they would like to participate in the election of a new 
minister. 
 
FROM THE CONSISTORY 
 
The consistory of the SICR met on Wednesday 7th January, 
chaired by our Locum minister Jennifer Pridmore to consider 
several matters .Most significant was the document ‘Appraisal of 
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the SICR’, which had just been received. It was written by our 
previous Locum Rev. Derek Lawson and contained a concise 
overview of the SIC. IT was meant to fill in the gap of the still 
awaited report of the LCR (Local Church Review) mission which 
visited us in May last year.  The Consistory was delighted with 
the Appraisal, as it would complete the position of the SICR in 
the Presbytery Plan. The end of the document concluded that 
the SICR should be awarded a full minister. Satisfied with this 
result the Consistory approved the appraisal with a minor 
correction. 
The AGM (Annual General meeting) was also an important 
topic, as not only a regular overview of the past year but also 
the vacancy should be dealt with. Conveners and 
representatives of teams and working groups had already been 
asked to submit their reports. A small Prep. Cie (Preparation 
committee) had been formed to prepare documentation for the 
vacancy procedures. Read about the vacancy and procedures to 
call a (new) minister elsewhere in this Herald. 
The Consistory agreed that our next Locum and our former 
Teaching Elder Graham Kent would be asked to lead a SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, opportunities and Threats) analysis of 
the SICR during an evening meeting. The Consistory 
commended Ato Cromwell and approved his candidacy for a 
third term as Elder. A request of a new small A.A. (Alcohol 
Anonymous) group to use the SICR for their meetings was 
agreed to, recommending they should meet in the Crèche. 
Tyndale by Extension Bible Study request was also judged 
positively. Both requests attracted a nominal fee, given their 
missionary character. 
Finally it should be mentioned that five persons of the SICR had 
opted to attend the Consistory meeting as observers. 
 
 
FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
In 2014 the Council decided to publish an excerpt of Council 
minutes in the Herald. This is the first document in that series. 
Those topics that have been discussed in the Council meetings 
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of 11 November and 16 December 2014 and that are deemed of 
interest to all congregation members are briefly discussed. 
 
Property 
Much is happening on the maintenance of our buildings. Last fall it 
was decided that the old manse (house connected to the church on 
the Schiedamse Vest side) will be restored in its function of 
minister's home when a new minister is found. This decision is 
supported by the Presbytery. Major renovation works are ongoing to 
restore the building to a state that it can serve as a comfortable 
home for a minister with family. Our church member Rinus is kindly 
offering much of his time and skill to do the renovation, which 
includes replacement of a toilet, placement of a new kitchen, 
renovation of installations, and structural works on roof and walls. 
For painting the walls, the help of volunteers from the church will be 
sought. 
 
Caretaking 
In the past months, our caretaker Stanley has visited his family in 
Kenya. His presence has been dearly missed. On Sunday afternoon 
when other churches are using our building for worship, someone 
has to be present to open/close and answer occasional questions. In 
order to let this duty not burden only the few “usual suspects”, a 
roster has been made where most Council members have signed up 
to be present and in the building one Sunday afternoon each. 
 
Finance 
The financial situation of the church is discussed in every Council 
meeting. The situation over 2014 is ambiguous. Finances are 
generally balanced over 2014, which is good, but income has 
decreased significantly over the past couple of years. This has not 
lead to losses in 2014, because costs are (temporarily) down since 
our previous minister left. When a new minister arrives, income 
must increase to remain financially healthy. 
 
Frans van der Meer 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 
3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Fax 010 412 57 09 
Church Office email: scotsintchurch@cs.com 

Website: scotsintchurch@cs.com  
 Bank accounts: 

ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 
F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

Happy birthday to: 
 
February: 
1 Erna Booman 
3 Joke Winkel, te 
4 Pjtor Lane 
6 Elsie Chapman 
8 Ewout Diederik Stoutjesdijk 
10 Celine Abunam 
10 Cynthia Massicott 
11 Jennifer Fleming 
12 Ruud Witte 
13 Steve Russell 
16 Roxanne Cromwell 
23 Oritsesholaye Tobias Stout    
                                 jesdijk 
24 Elisabeth Ashu 
24 Catriona Ewing 
24 Carol Groot-Crone,de 
24 Dieudonné Gwanmesia 
27 Tjerk Vollema 
 
March: 
1 Gifty Dziworshie 
1 Licia Knoester 
2 Adje Acquaah-Moes 

3 Nyomi Cairo 
3 Fayola Cairo 
3 Wyatt Samuel Kamara 
4 Quinten Lambertino Massi                                       
         cott 
7 Gabriella Balke-Budai 
7 Lilianna Wagenaar 
8 Emma Zanger, de 
9 Dorothy Kingsale 
10 Aletia Baiye 
11 Annemarie Fleming 
12 Faith Abunam 
13 Maxine Fleming 
13 Esther Hensen-Gwanmesia 
19 Jim Taylor 
23 Helen Tessema 
24 Daniel Jong, de 
24 Kwena Koka 
26 Wilma Paton 
29 Martin Asare-Awuku 
29 Margaret  Asemota 
29 Molly Foster (van Meeuwen) 
30 Jane Ekpuze 
31 Eric Schouwink 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster Vacant 

Interim moderator:  

Rev.James Brown 

J.brown56@gmx.de 

 

Church Office: 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Vacant 

 scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

zanger@online.nl 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

  

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

Caretaking team 

Convener 

Harmen Rebel 

rebelharmen@gmail.com 

06 4503 7551 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

  

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
 

Vacant (2x) 

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Administrator 

Nicole Chai 

(Temporary Thursday ) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


