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Dear friends, 

 

 

I am grateful to your new “locum” 

minister Derek Lawson for agreeing to 

write a pastoral letter for this issue of The 

Herald, especially as that allows me the opportunity to explain a 

little of how the vacancy at SICR is progressing, and what 

preparations are going on with the Consistory to get ready for 

advertising the post in the late Spring of 2015 and calling a new 

minister later in the year. 

It is 19 years – in other words, almost two decades – since the 

Rotterdam congregation was last vacant, before Robert Calvert was 

called as minister, so probably few people will remember much 

about how the Church of Scotland operates in such situations. 

Explaining a few key terms may help: 

“Interim Moderator” is someone who takes responsibility for the 

leadership of a congregation while it is vacant (i.e. still has no 

minister of its own). Literally, this means that another minister 

within the Presbytery (in your case, me) acts during the vacancy as 

“moderator” (i.e. chairs Consistory meetings) and coordinates 

preachers for the Sundays, etc. 

“Locum” is a minister (often, though not always retired) who is 

there locally or on-the-spot during the vacancy to preach and, in 

some cases, offer pastoral care to those who require it. You already 

had Anthony Jones for three weeks and Dave Robinson for six 

weeks as locums, you now have Derek Lawson for a full eight 

weeks, and Jennifer Pridmore and Graeme Kent are lined up for 

seven and four Sundays respectively through till the end of 

February. Thereafter, we already have two further offers of locums 

LETTER 

from the Interim 

Moderator 



Page 3 THE HERALD 

for March through till May, and I plan to be in Rotterdam myself 

in June 2015. 

“Electoral Register” is what the name says, the list of those 

permitted to vote for a new minister when the time comes. This 

consists of full members of the congregation, but people who are 

listed only as adherents (i.e. who attend worship regularly but 

are not officially members) can ask to be added to the electoral 

register. More information about this option will be given nearer 

the time, probably around March 2015. 

“The Profile” is basically a short document that tells potential 

applicants something about the history, life, nature and witness 

of the congregation. A similar document was already drawn up 

for the recent local church review visit made at the end of 

August / beginning of September 2014 by a team from 

Presbytery, and this or a slightly revised version of it will 

probably serve as our Rotterdam profile. Members of the 

congregation who wish to read this document are welcome to 

request a copy either from myself or from Bob Hensen or Irene 

Bom. 

The “Nominating Committee” is a special team, usually of 13 

members representing as wide a cross-section of the 

congregation as possible, who are elected at a congregational 

meeting, and whose job it is to hear applicants and to present a 

“sole nominee” to the congregation for them to vote. 

This can all only happen once “Permission to Call” has been 

given by the Presbytery. As all vacancies in Presbytery have 

been “sisted” (i.e. put on ice) at the moment until a new 

calculation of how many ministries Presbytery can sustain has 

been drawn up, we will have to wait – probably until March 2015 

– until such permission is given to the SICR. 

This may all sound rather cumbersome and bureaucratic, but it 

is a good system that has evolved over the centuries in the 

Church of Scotland, and that enables the widest possible range 

of people to play some part in selecting and electing their next 

minister – whoever he or she may be. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to talk to me 

next time I’m in Rotterdam, or drop me an e-mail with your 

enquiry. I’ll do my best to answer (as quickly as possible) to the 

best of my abilities. For the moment I would like to thank all of 

you at the Scots International Church for your patience and 

perseverance, for your clear commitment to the ongoing 
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ministry (even without a full-time minister) of the congregation, 

and for the questions and suggestions that some of you have 

already shared with me since I became your interim moderator 

back in June. 

I look forward to our ongoing search, and to finally sharing with 

you (I think August 2015 or fairly soon thereafter may be 

realistic) in the appointment of your new minister. 

God bless! 

 

 

Jimmy Brown 

 

 

 

Letter from the Locum 

 

Friends, 

Having driven up from our home in France, we arrived in 

Rotterdam around 6pm on 21 October, and unpacked the car. I 

then went immediately to the meeting of the Consistory and 

enjoyed the opportunity to meet with 

the Elders present. And now, over 

the coming weeks (I’ll be with you 

until Sunday 14 December), I hope 

to enjoy the opportunity to meet with 

as many of you as possible – though 

please forgive me if I don’t 

remember all your names! To you all, 

I bring not only greetings from all 

your friends in the Church of 

Scotland International Presbytery 

(formerly the Presbytery of Europe), 

but also from the small French 

congregation of which Moira and I are members, namely the 

Parish of the Basse-Marche of the Eglise Protestante Unie de 

France. Since retiring and becoming a member of the 

International Presbytery, I’ve been amazed at the vast array of 

nationalities and denominations of origin present within 

congregations in the Presbytery, not least in that of the SICR. 
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That is, though, a wonderful resource, as every person brings 

something unique to the family that is the congregation. 

 

As your locum, I’ll be part of the worship 

team each Sunday, reflecting on God’s word 

and leading prayers, but I’ll also value being 

part of your family, providing pastoral care 

where this may be needed (in which case you 

can contact me on 06 57 162 778), and 

participating in the various aspects of 

congregational life. Relationships lie at the 

very heart of our faith – after all, we believe 

in a Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

so closely related, so bound by love, that 

they are in effect One. 

 

I know that a time of vacancy can sometimes be difficult for a 

congregation, not least after a lengthy ministry, but I’d urge you 

to take a slightly different perspective and see it as a time of 

challenge, a time for reflection, a time to re-assess the 

congregation’s role in God’s mission, a time for thinking about 

what kind of ministry will secure the future development of 

God’s mission to the English-speaking international community 

in Rotterdam. 

 

With me here in Rotterdam are my wife, Moira (for most of the 

time, though she has to go over to Scotland to see our second 

grandchild who was born there on 05 October) and our “well-

behaved” dog, Milly. Not only do I hope that Milly will live up to 

her description, but I also hope that I may be a blessing to you 

as we journey together through the next 2 months of your 

vacancy, and not least as we prepare for and begin to journey 

towards Christmas, one of the central celebrations of our 

Christian faith. 

 

Wishing you all God’s blessing. 

 

Derek 
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CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 

See the Events Manager on the SICR website http://

www.scotsintchurch.com for actual info 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

03  Wednesday Bible Study “Assurance of Salvation” 

 

07  Sunday 2nd Advent, Holy Communion & Worship    

     Service – Mark 1: 1 – 8; 

 

10  Wednesday Bible Study “The Church: The Body of    

  Christ” 

 

14  Sunday 3rd Advent, Worship & Family Service –    

  John  1: 6 – 8, 19 – 28; 

  Sunday School Christmas Party, Christmas Tea,    

  Carol  Singing and Carol Service; 

 

17  Wednesday Bible Study “Christian Service” 

 

19  Friday Prayer meeting 

 

21  Sunday 4th Advent & Worship Service – Luke 1: 26   

  – 38; 

 

24  Wednesday Christmas Eve Worship Service 

 

25  Thursday Christmas Day Service – Luke 2:1 – 14 (15 -20) 

 

28 Sunday Worship Service – Luke 2: 22 - 40; 

 

JANUARY  

(Locum minister Rev. Jennifer Pridmore) 

 

04  Sunday Matt 2: 1-12 Communion & Worship service, Choir 
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6 Tuesday Consistory meeting 

 

11  Sunday Mark 1: 4-11 Worship Service, Joyful Singers 

 

18 Sunday John 1: 43-51 Worship Service, Choir 

 

20 Tuesday Council meeting 

 

25  Sunday Mark 1: 14-20 Covenant & Worship Service, Sonrise 

 

 

With love from Robert & Lesley-Ann 

 

Friends, thank you for many kind and supportive messages. Lesley-
Ann and I often think of you and the church in Rotterdam. Jimmy 
Brown has invited me to give you a progress report about our new 

situation in Dundee. 
 
The Steeple Church in the city-centre has been renovated to a very 

high standard and offers many opportunities for public ministry. This 
week we host a debate on Scotland’s future after the recent 
referendum. (Dundee voted for independence more than any other 

place in Scotland and we want to find common ground.) At the 
weekend a professional actor (whom I was at school with) will 
present a play on the life of Charles Darwin. We are holding several 

public events on the relationship between science and faith. 
On Sunday mornings we are reading through Luke’s Gospel a 
chapter at a time. It is still early days but I have signalled to the 

elders that I need twelve months to get to know people inside and 
outside of the church. Last week I started a new discipleship course. 
On Friday night Lesley-Ann and I visited a mosque with a local 

‘imam’ I got to know. The congregation employs a secretary for 
twenty hours per week and the arrangement releases me and others 
to do the tasks we are most able for. 

Dundee’s two universities are both situated close to the Steeple 
Church. Having waited five years in Rotterdam for the new railway 
station, I find in Dundee the same project is ongoing with a major 
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arts and design centre being built. We live on the east side of the 
city in a large house overlooking the river Tay. Our children who 

are in Pijnacker, Manchester, Dublin and north of San Francisco 
have visited Dundee. (I think they’re glad to have a Scottish base 
again!) The region of Tayside has a beautiful coastline and hill-

walking area inland. The weather is cooler than Rotterdam but 
generally dry. The cats, Mulder and Scully, have settled in but 
occasionally we see foxes running around the garden. 

I have found a new freedom and challenge in being back in 
Scotland but treasure the nineteen years and adventure of faith 
that we shared in Rotterdam. I hope we can sustain the good 

relationship that has been built up between our congregations. I 
pray that it will not be long before you can begin vacancy 
procedures. I respect the need to keep apart from you on Sunday 

mornings when making trips to the Netherlands. In the second 
half of January I teach at Tyndale Seminary and in April (week 
after Easter) will be over for Zoe’s wedding. If you would like to 

contact me, the best way is by e-mail: 
(robertacalvert@gmail.com). You will always be welcome if you 
care to visit Dundee! Your friend,  

 
Robert Calvert 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

 

Graeme Kent  

 

Graeme was born and raised in Melbourne. He came to the Lord 
when he was 10 years old and committed himself to missions at 

age 17.  
 
From high school until early retirement in 1997, Graeme worked 

for Unilever (the Anglo / Dutch multinational consumer goods 
company). He studied applied chemistry and held various 
management and executive positions in technical and 

manufacturing areas. He spent eight years working in Unilever’s 
international headquarters in The Netherlands. During this time 
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he and his wife Carol were deeply involved in the life and 
ministry of the Scots International Church in Rotterdam 

 
He has served the Lord in a wide range 
of leadership responsibilities (including 

Lay Preacher, Elder and Deacon) in a 
number of churches (Presbyterian / 
Church of Scotland, Baptist and 

Anglican) in Australia and overseas. He 
has been deeply involved with several 
para-church and mission organizations.  

 
Since he took early retirement in 1997, 
he has been a missionary with SIM 

(Serving in Mission) and has ministered 
in leadership roles in South Africa, USA and Australia as a 
member of the SIM International staff. His main responsibilities 

at present are providing consultancy advice to SIM leaders on 
strategy development, governance and organisational matters. 
He is also active in mentoring missionaries serving in business-

based ministries. Carol is his personal assistant. They travel 
overseas several times each a year. 

Graeme loves to make a quick quip or tell a joke or funny 
story; sadly, he does not always remember just which stories 
he has told to which people!! 

 
He and Carol are members of St Philip’s Anglican Church at 
Auburn, a multi-cultural suburb of Sydney. Graeme is currently 

Rector’s Warden and assists with preaching and leading worship 
services. They also attend the Asian Church congregation at St 
Paul’s Anglican Church in Carlingford. 

 
Carol and Graeme have three adult children and six grand-
children. 
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INTERNATIONAL UNITED SERVICE FOR PEACE 2014 

 

As someone who 
had never attended, 
far less participated 
in, the above 
service, I was 
delighted to do so 
on the evening of 
Sunday 9 
November; not least 
as I am an Associate 
Member of the Iona 
Community whose 
special commitment 
is to action for 

justice and peace. For me, it was a new experience to share in 
a service with clergy from such diverse congregations as the 
Mehaber Ethiopian Church, the Russian Orthodox Church, the 
Eglise Wallone, the Urdu Church, the Eritrean Orthodox Church 
and the Holy Fire Revival International Church, along with your 
own Joost Pot. The Address, entitled “Faith in Peace” was given 
by Kees Bakker, the Senior Chaplain to the Order of St Lazarus 
of Jerusalem. All in all, a truly international and ecumenical 
mix! And this was reflected in the worship with prayers and 
praise in Amharic (a 
Semitic language 
spoken in Ethiopia) 
and in Urdu (the 
Hindustani language 
of Pakistan), as well 
as in the prayer of 
intercession in 
Dutch. 
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I have to confess I was slightly 
disappointed in the attendance at 
such an important service – after all, 
the need for peace in our world is no 
less today than it was when these 
services began back, I believe, in the 
1920s. It is important that services 
such as this should continue and 
develop, not only on account of their 
value in seeking peace in the world, 
but also for their bringing together 
(however briefly) a variety of 

denominations who are not generally in close 
communion. 
 
Peace and justice lie at the heart of the Christian faith, 
but they can never be realised without Jesus’ followers 
taking action: action that has to be personal, social and 
political. We have to “walk the walk” as well as “talk the 
talk”. Equally, if we want the world at large to take the 
Christian faith seriously, we need to take steps towards 
closer connections with our brothers and sisters in other 
denominations. In reality, that needs to be at grass roots 
level, for there are too many issues of power at stake at 
“head office” level. Services such as the above at least 
mark a start to both these processes. 
 
Accordingly, I would urge you not to undervalue this 
annual service, but rather to embrace it, support it, and 
develop it. There may be aspects of it that you find 
conflict with your understanding of praise and worship, 
but who says that we in the SICR (or, more broadly, in 
the Church of Scotland) have got it all right. Certainly not 
me - for none of us, either individually or 
denominationally, has all the answers: we are all seekers 
after truth, a truth that will only be found in and through 
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Jesus Christ, and, at least in part, through the pursuit of 
peace and justice. 
 
Derek 
 
PRESBYTERY NEWS 

 

From European to International 

 

As Scots 
International 
Church 
Rotterdam we 
are part of the 
Church of 
Scotland 
CoS). Our 
main link with 
other CoS 
churches is via 
the Presbytery 

of Europe. Delegations of our sister churches in Paris, 
Amsterdam, Geneva, Gibraltar, Rome, Brussel and other 
meet twice a year. Together they are known als the 
Presbytery of Europe. But the name is not really correct 
enymore. One of our memberchurches is in Trinidad. Since 
when is that part of Europe? So, on the last 
presbyterymeeting (october, Budapest), the name was 
changed in International Presbytery of the Church of 
Scotland. The website address will remain the same for the 
time being, while final arrangements are confirmed for the 
change of name in Church of Scotland listings. 
 
Mission Project 
The Presbytery’s Mission Project for 2015 will be the Word 
Made  Flesh Romania project, a Christian mission with the 
overall aim of helping to secure a better future for 
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vulnerable children on the fringes of society. This specific 
project centres on the construction of an “Earthship” – 
made from earth-filled tyres – which will house an 
aquaponics garden, in which fish, marine and plant life 
sustain food growth.  Project co-ordinator David Chronic 
said “Becoming a Presbytery Mission Partner project is 
great news for us – thank you so much!” There will be a 
news release as the Presbytery project goes live in 
January 2015, but you can check out WMF Romania here: 
www.wordmadeflesh.org/Romania.   
 
Farewell to Robert Calvert 
It was the last presbyterymeeting with Robert Calvert. 
We said goobye to him and thanked him for all the work 
he has done over the years for the Scots International 
Church itself, the outreach of the church in Rotterdam, 
his work with students and much more.  
 
Superintendence 
Committee 
Although I am as elder in 
Rotterdam member of 
the International 
Presbytery since last 
year, I was not in a 
committe, and was 
asked to attend the 
Superintendance 
Committe, the body of 
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the presbytery that i.e. oversee the congregational reports, 
arrange superintendance visits to churches (like Rotterdam 
was visited a few months ago).  
 
Budapest 
It’s not Scotland, but it was great to pay Budapest a visit. The 
weather was more than 
fine (24 Celsius, 
sunshine). Although 
most of the weekend 
my agenda was filled 
with meeting, there was 
some time to visit the 
historic part of that 
great city.  
 
Next meeting 
The next meeting of the International Presbytery of the 
Church of Scotland is in March 2015, in Fuengirola (Costa del 
Sol). 
 
Ruud Witte 

December 14th, 2014 

19.00 H  

After the Christmas Tea: 

 

CAROL SERVICE 

 

With the choir, organ, piano 

and … 

 

YOU !!! 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 

3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 

Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Church Office email: scotsintchurch@cs.com 

Website: scotsintchurch@cs.com  

 Bank accounts: 

ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 

F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

Birthdays in November 

1.Bob Hensen   

1.Boluwatif  Mary Juliana Kisters 

2.Ann-Lynne Bouwman   

2. Gilberto Fleming   

2.Betty Polley   

3.Oteng Paitwain   

5.Irene van Ginkel   

6.Wil Ross   

9.Sow Kheen-Elizabeth Dorn-Lee   

15.Elizabeth Adzra   

17.Denis Galloway   

21.Eunelda Cairo   

24.Miriam van der Velden   

 

Birthdays in December 

1. Daniel Calvert 

1. Jan-Leif Gabtriel Rebel 

2. Eugene Ng 

3. Rebecca Taylor 

16. Toluwani Cornelia Reb Kisters 

17. James Essel 

17. Menen Tessema-Betre 

19. Richmond Mensah 

23. Doreen Asare-Awuku - Dankwa 

24. Pam Russell-Knott 

24. Isabella Snoeren-Quashie 

25.Christa Jacobs 

26. Esther Abang 

26. Sophie Tataw Bessem Tataw 

28. Brian Elvis Essel 

28. Robin Opoku-Polly (Adu-Poko) 

29 Stanley Chege Murithi 

 

Birthdays in January 

1. Helena Brhelova 

1. Jana Brhelova 

3. Cindel Fleming 

4. Prince Adarkwah 

6. Peace Acquaah 

10. Irene Bom 

10. Florence Foyab-Bergner 

12. Mildred Assare-Awuku 

15. Merlin Zawadi Gwanmesia 

16. Christilito Cuvalay 

18. Lee Bouwman 

23. Zoë Calvert  

24. Ethan Kekesi 

26. Alan Paton 

26. Cor Vermeulen 

27. Maaike Koka– v.d. Eerdem 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster Vacant 

Interim moderator:  

Rev.James Brown 

J.brown56@gmx.de 

 

Church Office: 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Vacant 

 scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

zanger@online.nl 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

  

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

Caretaking team 

Convener 

Harmen Rebel 

rebelharmen@gmail.com 

06 4503 7551 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

  

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Administrator 

Nicole Chai 

(Temporary Thursday ) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


