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Dear members and friends of the 
SICR. 
 
How time flies! It seems incredible 
that this is already the second 

minister’s letter that I am writing as interim moderator of the 
Scots International Church Rotterdam. But so much has 
already happened in that time, and so much more is about to 
take place too. 
As I write this, your congregation’s second locum, Rev. Dave 
Robinson, will be arriving from Australia along with his wife 
Lucie. They will be with you throughout the whole of 
September and into the first week of October then, after a 
gap of a week, Rev. Derek Lawson and his wife – and their 
friendly dog – will arrive from France, remaining with the 
congregation until the second Sunday of Advent. Each of the 
locums brings special gifts with them which I hope you as a 
congregation will be able to enjoy and benefit from – Anthony 
Jones shared his musical skills with you, Dave Robinson’s 
specialisation is the pastoral aspect of ministry, and Derek 
Lawson is one of our sharpest legal minds in Presbytery, so 
he may be able to help you unravel some finer points of 
church law while he is with you. 
By the time you read this, the so-called Local Church Review 
will also have taken place – in the last few days of August. A 
team of four from Presbytery – Rev. Rhona Dunphy 
(Regensburg), Rev. Andrew Gardner (Brussels), Mary Couper 
(Geneva) and Dorothy Nitsche (Paris) – are visiting the 
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congregation as part of the regular support system 
devised by the Church of Scotland to help congregations 
focus their vision and their mission for the years ahead. It 
is unusual for this to happen in a vacancy, but there are 
clear advantages as you in the SICR seek to get a clearer 
picture of who you are, where you are at, where you are 
heading, and what kind of minister you will be looking for 
once you have been given “permission to call”. 
Especially since distance and my commitments to my own 
congregation in Bochum (Germany) prevent me visiting 
Rotterdam more often than every six weeks or so (I will be 
back in the city from 19-21 October), it is great to know 
that so much attention is being given from a whole variety 
of sources to your congregation, its needs and its 
concerns. I also feel inspired by the amazing wealth of 
resources and skills you have within the SICR, so that you 
have been able to devise uplifting and meaningful worship 
throughout the month of August from entirely “home-
grown” ingredients! Congratulations! This is truly the 
priesthood of all believers put into practice. Listening in on 
the website to some of the services led by SICR members, 
I am reassured that you are well supported, from within as 
well as from the outside. 
In a sense, amongst all the muddle of typically Scottish 
Presbyterian labels and Church of Scotland new-speak 
(locums, interim moderators, local church reviews, and all 
the rest), what you are experiencing now is a 21st century 
equivalent of the sort of thing Paul often wrote of – sister 
congregations doing everything they can to support each 
other and to further the mission of the church in 
witnessing to Christ crucified and risen. “For this service 
you perform not only meets the needs of God’s people, but 
also produces an outpouring of 
gratitude to God.” (2 Corinthians 
9:12) 
 
. 
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CONSISTORY NOTES 
 
Local Church Review 
 
The Local Church Review Team has been and gone, with 
much of the business taking place on Saturday 30 August 
2014. Thanks to Norma Taylor who provided a lovely lunch 
on the Saturday, and to all who contributed to the pot luck 
lunch on the Sunday, when three of the Team members 
joined us for the service and stayed on for lunch. 
 
Now we await the report and the outcome, especially at it 
relates to our next minister and where he (or she) will live. 
Do we qualify for a full-time minister? The Consistory is of 
the opinion that we should make the old manse fit for 
purpose as the new manse. That will mean that we will 
have to locate the Church Office elsewhere and may not 
continue to use it for e.g. Sunday School. 
 
Summer Club 
 
Thanks to all the people who volunteered to inspire and 
entertain the children over the summer holidays, as a fun 
alternative to Sunday School. The range of activities was 
impressive. Perhaps next year you might like to offer your 
services too – to share something of your culture, your 
faith and your hobbies. The playground behind the church 
property proved very popular too. 
 
“MEET YOUR ELDER” 
 
As most churches, the SICR has a number of Elders who, 
together with the minister form the Consistory, the 
governing body of the church.  The SICR Council 
consisting of Elders, deacons and the minister meets and 
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decides on financial and organizational matters. The SICR 
Elders are elected by the congregation and serve for a 
period of four years, which can be extended twice. Elders 
have many duties, of which one being the Elder on Duty in 
Sunday Services. You will then see them carrying in the 
Bible and shaking the hand of the Preacher and Worship 
Leader, which signifies the authority of the Consistory to 
preach and lead the worship. The Elder on Duty also leads 
the Prayer of Confession and makes the announcements at 
the end of the service. 
Each Elder also has a specific duty, like looking after the 
Sunday School, Bible study, Mamre, Prayer meeting, Care 
Taking, Social etc. Each Elder also has a Pastoral duty 
jointly with the minister, for which each Elder is assigned a 
Pastoral Area, which is a geographical area where SICR 
members live. Although this has been established a long 
time ago, you may or may not know the Elder for your 
area and vice versa, the Elder may or may not know you, 
even though Elders have list of SICR members in their 
area. 
It is for reason of members and Elders to know each other 
better, that a “Meet your Elder” season is started this fall 
on 14th September. When starting the announcements, 
the Elder will introduce him or herself briefly and mention 
the particular Pastoral Area for which he or she is 
responsible. 
This will give you the opportunity when shaking hands with 
the Elder at the foot of the stairs at the end of the service 
to say: ‘I am in your area’ and talk to him or her later over 
coffee or tea. 
 
 
Sunday services 
 
After our first locum, Rev. Anthony Jones left, we had a 
few weeks drawing on local resources, including Graham 
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Jardine and Jason Pridmore. Thank you, Joost, for leading 
the summer communion services, and for the worship 
leaders who helped bridge the gap between our first 
locum and our second. 
Dave and Lucie Robinson arrived in the week of the Local 
Church Review and had a week or so to settle in. Dave 
agreed to give the Children’s messages’ team a much 
needed break, and to lead all the children’s messages 
during his stay with us. Not only is Dave offering a 
pastoral care course (see below), he’s also preaching on 
related themes (e.g. relationships, forgiveness), so we 
can all benefit from his keen interest and commitment to 
the pastoral care ministry. Also, Dave will advise the 

Rev. Anthony Jones with familiy  (and Bob) 



Page 7 THE HERALD 

elders on how to proceed, to ensure that we have good pastoral 
care available to all who need it. 
 
Pastoral Care Course: Good Shepherds 
 
On 9 September we began a 3-week course, offered by Dave 
Robinson, entitled “Good Shepherds”. See the list of “One 
Another” Scriptures that were featured in our first session. These 
Scriptures illustrate that caring for one another is central to our 
faith, and how we relate to each other.  
Feel free to join us for the remaining two sessions. (For the 
course handout, see the events diary on the SICR website). 
 

Rev. Dave Robinson and his wife Lucie 
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Lessons in Basic Christianity (a 13-part Bible study course) 
 
Graham Jardine, assisted by Alan Paton and Ato Cromwell, will 
present a series of bibles studies each Wednesday, beginning 
with an introduction on 17 September. For a full list of topics, 
see the SICR website. 
 
Social events: Board Games + BBQ / Pizza 
 
Dave Robinson (our current locum) and his wife, Lucie, are 
fond of board games, so we have organised 2 social events for 
those who like board games too, to spend time playing games 
and getting to know them and each other. 
 
The first event includes a BBQ, and will take place on Saturday 
20 September from 5pm, in Rijswijk at the home of Margriet 
van Overbeeke. Bring meat and drinks and snacks and salads 
to share, and don’t forget to bring your favourite board game. 
Organiser: Margriet, margriethelena@gmail.com 
Address: Fagotstraat 30, 2287BD  Rijswijk (within easy 
walking distance of Rijswijk station), 070-3963079 
 
The second event includes Pizza, and is scheduled for Friday 3 
October from 6pm in the church hall. Bring your favourite 
board game. Organiser: Irene, irene.bom@xs4all.nl 
 
“ONE ANOTHERING” 
 
According to the New Testament, a hallmark of Christian 
community is the way we treat one another.  It is shown in 
many ways: 
 
Outdo one another in showing honour (Rom 12:10) 
Live in harmony with one another (Rom 12:16) 
Welcome one another (Rom 15:7) 
Greet one another with a holy kiss (Rom 16:16) 
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Wait for one another (1 Cor 11:33) 
Have the same care for one another (1 Cor 12:25) 
Be servants of one another (Gal 5:13) 
Bear one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2) 
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another (Eph 4:32) 
Be subject to one another (Eph 5:21) 
Forgive one another (Col 3:13) 
Encourage one another (1 Thess 5:11) 
Build one another up (1 Thess 5:11) 
Do good to one another (1 Thess 5:15) 
Provoke one another to love and good deeds (Heb 10:24) 
Confess your sins to one another (James 5:16) 
Pray for one another (James 5:16) 
Love one another from the heart (1 Peter 1:22) 
Be hospitable to one another (1 Peter 4:9) 
Meet one another with humility (1 Peter 5:5) 
Have fellowship with one another (1 John 1:7) 
 
CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 
See the Events Manager on the SICR website http://
www.scotsintchurch.com for actual info 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
07 Sunday   Holy Communion & Worship Matt. 18: 15 – 
20 
 
09 Tuesday   Pastoral Care Course: “Good Shepherds”  
      Session 1 
 
13 Saturday   Open Monuments Day & Witte de With   
      Festival 
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14 Sunday    Worship Service Matt. 18: 21 – 35; Meet  
       your  Elder & Soup Lunch 
       Open Monuments Day & Witte de With   
       Festival 
 
16 Tuesday    Pastoral Care Course: “Good Shepherds”  
       Session 2 
 
17 Wednesday   Lessons in Basic Christianity (1 of 13) 
 
19 Friday     Prayer meeting 
 
20 Saturday   Social:Bring and share BBQ & games with  
       Dave and Lucie (at Margriet’s in Rijswijk) 
 
21 Sunday    Worship Service Matt. 20: 1 – 16; Meet   
       your Elder 
 
23 Tuesday    Pastoral Care Course: “Good Shepherds”  
       Session 3 
 
24 Wednesday   Lessons in Basic Christianity (2 of 13) 
 
27 Saturday    Living Water Link Rommelmarkt 
 
28 Sunday    Worship Service Matt. 21: 23 – 32; Meet  
       your Elder 
 
OCTOBER 
 
03 Friday    Social: Pizza and games with Dave and   
       Lucie (church hall) 
 
05 Sunday    Holy Communion & Worship Matt. 21: 33 – 
       46; Meet your Elder 
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08 Wednesday   Lessons in Basic Christianity (3 of 13) 
 
12 Sunday    Worship Service Matt. 22: 1 – 14;   
       Meet your Elder & Soup Lunch 
 
15 Wednesday   Lessons in Basic Christianity (4 of 13) 
 
17 Friday     Prayer meeting 
 
19 Sunday    Worship Service 1 Thess. 1: 1 – 10;  
       Matt. 22: 15 – 22; Meet your Elder 
 
22 Wednesday   Lessons in Basic Christianity (5 of 13) 
 
26 Sunday    Worship Service 1 Thess. 2: 1 – 8;  
       Matt. 22: 34 - 46; Meet your Elder 
 
29 Wednesday   Lessons in Basic Christianity (6 of 13) 
. 
 
What the St Patrick's Breastplate Prayer means to 
me 
 
By Margriet van Overbeeke 
 
I remember the first time the St Patrick's Breastplate 
Prayer (with actions) was introduced in church. That was 
a few years ago now, during the Sundays in Lent 2009. 
In the beginning I found it complicated and difficult to 
learn the words and actions off by heart. Once that stage 
was over, though, I loved doing it and also sharing it with 
others - also people not connected with our church. 
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It moved me to see this ritual return during the summer 
months. For me, it comforts me, especially in this time of 
vacancy, and helps to demonstrate in a physical way that 
we are 'one body in Christ'. 
 

Christ be with me 
Christ before me 
Christ behind me 
Christ within me 
Christ above me 
Christ below me 

Christ on my right side 
Christ on my left side 

Christ in quiet 
Christ in danger 

Christ in the mouth 
of a friend or a stranger 

 
Pastoral Areas 2014 
 

 
Far North     Ruud Witte  
Den Haag, Leiden, Wassenaar 
 
Outer North    Bob Hensen  
Hillegersberg, Overschie 
 
North East    Kees Knol  
Ommoord, Zevenkamp, Bleiswijk, Berkel, Bergschenhoek, 
Gouda, Zevenhuizen  
 
North West    Ato Cromwell   
        Rizal Sebastian  
Schiedam, Delft, Vlaardingen, Maasluis, Maasland          
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Outer East    Emmanuel Asare-Awuku   
        Andre van der Velden  
Capelle aan den IJssel, Krimpen aan den IJssel, 
Ouderkerk aan den IJssel, Nieuwerkerk aan den IJssel . 
 
Inner West    Esther Abang  
Delfshaven, Spangen, Marconiplein 
 
Inner North    Peace Acquaah  
Blijdorp, Centrum, Old North (Oude Noorden), Crooswijk 
 
Inner East    Fred Booman  
Oostplein, Kralingen, Prins Alexander 
 
Inner South    Mavis Fleming  
Charlois, Feijenoord, IJsselmonde                
 
South West    Harry Jonckheere  
Zuiderpark, Rhoon, Spijkenisse, Hoogvliet, Geervliet          
 
South East    Charles Ashu  
Ridderkerk, Hendrik Ido Ambacht, Zwijndrecht, 
Barendrecht, Oud-Beijerland 
 
Deep South    Richmond Mensah  
Roosendaal, Zeeland, Etten-Leur, Breda         
 
Each elder should look out for and get to know people in 
a particular area. This can be done by telephone, e-mail, 
card or meeting on Sundays. The minister and elder 
should inform each other of any issues. Remember that 
there are no natural connections between people who live 
in the same pastoral area. People in the same pastoral 
area do not necessarily know each other. Each of us need 
to consider the best ways of getting to know one and 
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meet one another. Eleven out of fourteen elders now live in 
their pastoral area. 
 

HUMOR:  

 

Skipping Church 
 

Father Norton woke up Sunday morning and realizing it was 
an exceptionally beautiful and sunny early spring day decided 
he just had to play golf. 
So... He told the Associate Pastor that he was feeling sick and 
persuaded him to say Mass for him that day. 
 
As soon as the Associate Pastor left the room, Father Norton 
headed out of town to a golf course 
about forty miles away. 
This way he knew he wouldn't 
accidentally meet anyone he knew from 
his parish. Setting up on the first tee, 
he was alone after all, it was Sunday 
morning and everyone else was in 
church! 
 
At about this time, Saint Peter leaned 
over to the Lord while looking down from the heavens and 
exclaimed, "You're not going to let him get away with this, 
are you?" 
The Lord sighed, and said, "No, I guess not." 
Just then Father Norton hit the ball and it shot straight 
towards the pin dropping just short of it, rolled up and fell 
into the hole. 
 
IT WAS A 420 YARD HOLE IN ONE! 
 
St. Peter was astonished. He looked at the Lord and asked, 
"Why did You let him do that?" 
 
The Lord smiled and replied, "Who's he going to tell?" 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 

3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 

Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Church Office email: scotsintchurch@cs.com 

Website: scotsintchurch@cs.com  

 Bank accounts: 

ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 

F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

BIRTHDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 
1 Dirk Bouwman 
2 Johan Wagenaar 
4 Jim van Putten 
8 Michelle Baffuo Essel 
8 Liz v.d. Velden 
13 Joost Pot 
15 Ingrid Evovo - Belksma 
15 Zaneta Massicott 
15 Stephanie Wenfua 
15 Bethel Ngiemah Wenfua 
16 Chanté Fleming 
17 Allen Foster 
18 Fanny Mensah 
19 Jaco Jacobs 
20 Brendan v.d. Velden 
21 Bill Chapman 
22 Robert Calvert 
24 Kelly Bouwman 
29 Andil Cairo 
30 Shanon Fleming 

BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER 
2 Marion Brits-Pot 
3 Benjamin Calvert 
4 Elaine de Zanger 
6 Erica Wenfua 
6 Cara Howe-Taylor 
9 Edwin Etienne 
10 Beryl Esi Essel 
11 Felix Johannes Brits 
12 Ann Schuursma 
13 Natalia Brhel Brhelova 
13 Flora vd Zwaan 
14 Oritsewenyemi 
16 Annemarie Smith 
17 Patricia Ewing 
17 Johanna Essel 
23 Matthew Lane 
27 Angella Mpierwe 
28 Bilola Gwanmesia 
28 Thomas Paton 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster Vacant 

Interim moderator:  

Rev.James Brown 

J.brown56@gmx.de 

 

Church Office: 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Vacant 

 scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

zanger@online.nl 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

  

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

Caretaking team 

Convener 

Harmen Rebel 

rebelharmen@gmail.com 

06 4503 7551 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

  

Social Team 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Administrator 

Nicole Chai 

(Temporary Thursday ) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


