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Dear members and friends of the 
SICR. 
 

 
In the last issue of the Herald, Robert Calvert, your 
minister for almost two decades, shared his final pastor’s 
letter with the congregation before moving to Scotland 
and to a new phase of his ministry in Steeple Church, 
Dundee – a congregation many of you already know as a 
result of links and joint projects Steeple Church and the 
SICR have engaged in over recent years. By the time you 
read this, Robert will have gone and will already have 
begun his work in Dundee. 
Now it is my turn to share my first pastor’s letter with 
you. I think I should begin by introducing myself. My 
name is James Brown – people call me Jimmy – and I am, 
like Robert, a minister of word and sacrament of the 
Church of Scotland. In fact, Robert and I were 
contemporaries when we both studied theology at 
Edinburgh around 1980 (long time ago). My own 
congregation is a very young church in Bochum, 
Germany, set up exactly 18 years ago on Pentecost 
Sunday 1996. Our church “came of age”, so to speak, just 
a few weeks ago. 
Our two congregations also have links going back a 
number of years – members of the Scots International 
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Church, Rotterdam visited our English-speaking Christian 
Congregation in Bochum several years ago, and our 
members have paid reciprocal visits to you in Rotterdam, 
sharing in worship, fellowship, Bible study and more – in 
fact, our own African repertoire borrowed its name from 
yours: the “Joyful Singers”! 
I was recently appointed by the Presbytery of Europe of 
the Church of Scotland as “Interim Moderator” for your 
congregation. The title more or less describes my task – 
which is to be your moderator (i.e. to chair Consistory 
meetings and to organise worship and pastoral care) 
during the interim (between the immediate past minister 
and the next minister, whoever he or she may be). This 
will involve me in making the comparatively short trip (in 
Continental European terms) from Bochum to Rotterdam 
several times between now and the summer of 2015 – 
that’s how long we expect the process of searching and 
finding to take. 
Until then, the SICR will be served by a series of so-called 
locums (literally on-site pastors or ministers who are “in 
place”). Together with your own two ordained local 
ministers Irene Bom and Joost Pot and the SICR worship 
team, these locums will be responsible for leading worship 
at Rotterdam during the current vacancy. For most of July, 
Rev. Anthony Jones will be with you; the worship team 
hopes to provide worship in August, and another locum, 
Rev. Dave Robinson, is scheduled to arrive at the end of 
August. The feedback from most congregations is that 
they appreciate the variety of styles this involves. Please 
make them welcome as part of the wonderful SICR family 
while they are with you – I know you will. 
This means that not only is Robert entering a new stage in 
his ministry – you are entering a new stage in yours too. I 
find it somehow appropriate that Robert announced his 
transfer to Dundee around Easter, and that his final 
Sunday with you was Pentecost Sunday. Easter, the 
Christian feast of New Life in Christ, and Pentecost, the 
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day when God fulfils the promise “I will pour out my Spirit 
on everyone: your sons and daughters will proclaim my 
message; your old people will have dreams, and your 
young people will see vision.” (Joel 2: 28) 
I look forward to making new acquaintances and to 
renewing old friendships at Rotterdam, to exploring with 
you the new life that lies ahead for the SICR, and to 
developing dreams and visions for your future serving the 
Rotterdam community in the Spirit of Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CONSISTORY NOTES 
 
3 weddings and 2 farewells 
 
Two weddings have taken place since our last Herald came 
out - Sally Atem and Rinus van der Starre, and Koray 
Kaymaz and Naomi Schell - and there’s a third wedding 
coming up: Allen Foster and Evangeline Gnanaraj are tying 
the knot on 22 August in Evangeline’s home town, 
Coimbatore in South India.  
 
We’ve also had two significant farewells: Hein Reuijl 
passed away a week before his 94th birthday (for a tribute 
to Hein, see p. 8) and Robert and Lesley-Ann Calvert have 
left for Dundee after 19 years’ service in Rotterdam (see 
p. 11). 
 
Garden Wall Mosaic 
 
Another recent milestone is the unveiling of the Garden 
Wall Mosaic on Ascension Day 2014, a year after the 
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project was launched. The team have reached the final 
stages, with the new fence up and ready to be adorned 
with small medallions, front and back. I’ve heard talk of 
maybe extending the project and doing the wall adjoining 
the Muller House as well. But for now the team deserve a 
well-earned rest. 
 
 
Jazz evening 
 
On 5 July our church hosted an event in the popular North 
Sea Round Town programme, featuring organ/sax duo, 
Jan Hendrik vd Kamp and Ruud Bergamin, and as main 
attraction, jazz singer, Denise Jannah , accompanied by 
Wolf Martini on guitar. The evening kicked off with a jazz 
buffet, prepared and served by Erna Booman and her 
team. 
 
 
Vacancy 
 
Rev. James Brown, our interim moderator, preached on 29 
June, and stayed on to chair the consistory meeting on 1 
July. He will be with us again for the Local Church Review 
at the end of August and will be our preacher on 19 
October. 
 
Rev. Anthony Jones was our first locum. He was with us 
for 3 Sundays (6, 13, 20 July), together with his wife, 
Beverley, and their four children: Samuel, Miles, Barty and 
Carys. The locumacy provided an ideal opportunity for the 
family to have a continental summer holiday. As a 
congregation, we enjoyed Anthony’s preaching, as well as 
his hymn-writing, with a holiday choir set up to introduce 
us to two of his hymns: ‘Resting’ and ‘Where’er I wander’. 
Beverley left a huge impression with her inspiring 
children’s message. Her inventive props made the parable 
of the sower really come to life. 
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Special thanks to 
the caretaking 
team for getting 
the Muller House 
ready for six!  
 
At the end of 
August our second 
locum, Dave 
Robinson, arrives 
from Australia, with his wife, Lucie. In the meanwhile, we 
will enjoy the ministry on some local preachers: Irene 
Bom, Joost Pot and Jason Preswick, as well as Graham 
Jardine (one of our new members, who is keen to share 
his Bible College training and teaching and preaching 
experience with us).  The worship leaders also continue to 
play a key role in leading services. 
 
Local Church Review 
 
Every five years or so the churches in our Presbytery get 
a visit from a Local Church Review (LCR) team, appointed 
by Presbytery to assess the health and wellbeing of the 
congregation and to offer advice and support. 
 
At the end of August a LCR team, led by Rev. Rhona 
Dunphy, arrive to meet with consistory and council and 
other members of our congregation. The team will also 
join us for Sunday worship on 31 August when Rhona will 
preach. 
 
 
Prayer meetings 
 
We continue our regular monthly prayer meetings at 
7.30pm on the 3rd Friday of the month. The June Prayer 

The Holiday Choir on Sunday July 13th. 
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meeting coincided with World Refugee Day. (Did you know that 
there are 51 million refugees in the world today? That’s about the 
size of the entire population of Spain or South Africa.) Besides 
praying for the plight of refugees, in our prayers for the world we 
also prayed for the World Cup, the new king of Spain and the 
crisis in Iraq.  
 
On the day of the prayer meeting the NRC Next had a centrefold 
with a photograph of a prayer meeting, Tibetan-style. During the 
“wei sang” festival in South West China Tibetans typically pray 
for a good harvest, health and peace for the coming year. They 
light incense and toss prayer papers into the air, as part of the 
ceremony. 
         
 
Here is a close-up of the centrefold and a photo of the Scots 
International Church Rotterdam prayer meeting participants 
holding up the photo. 
 
Why not pencil the prayer meeting into your agenda and join us 
when you can? Here are the dates for the next few months: 15 
August, 19 September, 17 October 
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CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 
 
JULY 
 
05 Saturday  North Sea Jazz with Denise Jannah; 
 
06 Sunday  Worship, Communion, Matt. 11: 16-19, 25-30; 
 
08 Tuesday  Council meeting; 
 
13 Sunday  Worship, Matt. 13: 1-9, 18-23; 
 
18 Friday   Church Prayer Meeting; 
 
20 Sunday  Worship, Matt. 13: 24-30, 36-43; 
 
27 Sunday  Worship, Matt. 13: 31-33, 44-52; 
 
August 
 
03 Sunday  Worship, Communion Matt. 14: 13-21; 
 
10 Sunday  Worship, Matt. 14: 22-33; 
 
15 Friday   Church Prayer Meeting; 
 
17 Sunday  Worship, Matt. 15: 10-28; 
 
24 Sunday  Worship, Matt 16: 13-20; 
 
31 Sunday  Worship, Matt. 16: 21-28; 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 9 THE HERALD 

THE LIFE OF HENDRIK JAN (HEIN) REUIJL –  
Zandvoort 19.06.1920 – Barendrecht 12.06.2014 
 
 My father lived for almost a 
century and naturally 
experienced a lot. His life reads 
as an adventure story. He was 
born in 1920 as the eldest of five 
children. A school photograph of 
him in class six, shows him 
wearing a sailor suit, perhaps a 
preview. When it didn’t go 
smoothly at the High school in 
Haarlem, he went to the Nautical 
College in Vlissingen. But the war 
(WWII) broke out and he signed 
on as a sailor at the Kon. Ned. 
Pakketvaartmij. (Royal Dutch 
cargo company). He sailed 
between Hong Kong and Australia with a.o. evacuees, not 
without danger as the Japan started its Great War. 
 On one of these journeys he met my mother, daughter of 
an English missionary, fleeing with his family from Japan to 
Australia. The story goes that father Selwood conducted the 
church services on the ship and that Hein Reuijl 
accompanied the hymns on the piano. 
Only after many journeys and a proposal by telegram, they 
married in Australia and had me as a daughter. 
In the meantime it is 1946 and Hein wants to go back to 
Holland to see his family and finish his mechanical 
engineering study, when Renee was born. 
 Then he gets an interesting job at the ‘Cultuurbank’ a 
(cane) sugar company on the then East Java, Indonesia and 
of course my mother follows him. This would be time of their 
life, a ten year period, which they later fondly and gratefully 
remembered. Excursions to the Bromo volcano, boat trips on 
the clear water of the Passir Poeti, along mangrove woods 
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and monkeys on the road back home. The house on the estate 
where Nicolette was born still exists. 
 From 1956 there are robberies across the country and the 
communist get active, so most non-Indonesian left, some to 
South Africa others to Australia and we back to the 
Netherlands, while losing so many friends. 
 
 Resettling in the Netherlands proves to be hard and find a 
fitting job difficult, so sailing seems the only option. He makes 
long journeys with the shipping company ‘Lijnzaad’, owned by 
family of his youngest sister. Our family becomes a real 
seamen’s family, much sadness because of constant farewells, 
but my mother bravely stood up to it. The good side of it was 
that holidays were never boring. My father arranged, if 
possible, that we could all sail along to the Caribbean, Canada, 
and West Africa. But first to the East Sea under Captain Kijne, 
an evangelist who used the opportunity to enter Russian waters 
with a Bible text on a large banner on the bridge. They 
apparently didn’t like that in Leningrad, hence the armed 
inspection on board. 
 I still have to mention the shipping company ‘Waling van 
Geest’ and then tugboat company Weismuller in IJmuiden, 
where he spent the last of his working life, resulting in a more 
domestic life to greater happiness for my mother. 
 After his pension they both moved to Smitshoek to a little 
house at the foot of the dike with an enormous vegetable 
garden. In that time they cared for Nicolette and her two 
children who in 1991 suddenly had to miss their Velimir. They 
always remembered them and had been on holiday with them 
several times. When those children grew up they helped their 
grandparents, e.g. when the television didn’t work ‘push in the 
plug, grandpa’ or mobile missing ‘in your trouser pocket, opa’, 
not working ‘you have to charge it first, opa’. Then he was 
already past 90 years old. 
 
 Two and a half years ago, my mother Daphne died, who had 
been his resort in all domestic matters and silence grew around 
him. Luckily he still had his daughter Renee who could arrange 
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for all available help and Nicolette was close by, where he 
often had his dinner. 
So much happened in the almost 94 years of his life, as 
to developments in social welfare that he couldn’t keep 
track, but on scientific and spiritual matters he remained 
curious and searching. He spent many hours with 
Reverend Calvert of the Scots International Church 
Rotterdam, because he had many questions regarding 
faith. When he died, we found the book “Het algemeen 
betwijfeld Christelijk geloof” (the general doubted 
Christian faith) of Dutch reformed theologian Kuitert on 
his table. The question on the origin of suffering occupied 
him. 
 In that book a found a quotation of Lucebert: “O, 
Kloos, why was that your god so deep in your thoughts, 
and why did he not just walk in the street”. 
 
In that way (Hein) was also a modern thinking man. 
 
Written and read in Dutch by Hein’s daughter Yvonne at the 

funeral on Tuesday 17th June in the ‘Dorpskerk’ in 

Barendrecht.  

Translated by Ato Bob 

 
Send-off for the Calvert’s 
 

Yes it had to be, that 
after nineteen years, 
Rev. Robert Calvert and 
his wife Lesley-Ann 
would leave Rotterdam. 
As Robert explained to 
us, he responded to 
God’s call and agreed to 
become the minister of 
Steeple Church of 
Dundee in Scotland. 

Coincidentally also the place where he and Lesley-Ann 
met.  
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The council had decided 
to give Robert and Lesley-
Ann a rousing farewell 
and choose Saturday 7th 
June, a day before he 
would give his last 
sermon at the Scots 
International Church 

Rotterdam (SICR). So at that afternoon a 
slowly increasing number of members of 
the congregation gathered at the already 
festively decorated Lower hall of our 
church. What followed was pleasant and 
relaxed afternoon and early evening, 
filled with wonderful tributes and 
contributions in the form of songs, 
ballads, music poems and even dancing. 
The guests of honour interacted with 
those present to have some last friendly 
exchanges, but above all fellowship. 

 
So who were those who 
used their creativity, wit, 
humour but above all, 
also their love for this 
couple that had become 
so familiar to us? 
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Announced by the skilful and 
humourus Master of Ceremony 
(MC) Harry Jonckheere, Ato Bob 
sang a ballad about the little 
stream that gave Rotterdam its 
name, and later Hank Meldrum 
responded with one of his own. 
Dorothy Kingsale recited a poem 
she composed and sang one of her 
familiar heart rending solos. Bridget 
sang a touching and appropriate 
goodbye song accompanied by the 
Ghana Seamen Association’s sound 
system. Jan Hendrik van de Kamp 
and Jaco Jacobs entertained us with 
the piano and saxophone. The 
musical duo Irene Bom and 
Margriet van Overbeeke played 
some of their songs and yes there 
was dancing too, with Cynthia 
Massicott requesting and insisting 
to dance with Robert and yes they 
did, to the excitement of us all. 
 
The women had cooked and the 
men brought drinks, so there was 
an International Buffet and enough 
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drinks throughout the afternoon and early evening which was 
enjoyed by all. 
 
Richmond Mensah gave the main address in which he 
painstakingly, but also lovingly recalled all Robert had done in 
those twenty odd years. He also told how Lesley-Ann did not 
only support her husband, but also played a role of the own 
in fellowship and in particular also the Women’s Bible Study. 
Following this, Bob 
the couple with a 
photo book 
documenting church, 
people, events and 
activities of the SICR 
over the years. 
This send-off which 
was very well 
attended gave all and 
including Robert and Lesley-Ann a pleasant, warm and loving 
last memory of their years with us in Rotterdam. 
 
By Ato Bob. 
 
HUMOR 
The Twenty and the One 

 
A well-worn one-dollar bill and a similarly distressed twenty-dollar bill 

arrived at a Federal Reserve Bank to be retired. 

As they moved along the conveyor belt to be burned, they struck up a 

conversation. 

The twenty-dollar bill reminisced about its travels all over the country. 

"I've had a pretty good life," the twenty proclaimed. "Why I've been to Las 

Vegas and Atlantic City, the finest restaurants in New York, performances 

on Broadway, and even a cruise to the Caribbean." 

"Wow!" said the one-dollar bill. "You've really had an exciting life!" 

"So, tell me," says the twenty, "where have you been throughout your 

lifetime?" 

The one-dollar bill replies, "Oh, I've been to the Methodist Church, the 

Baptist Church, the Lutheran Church." 

The twenty-dollar bill interrupts, "What's a church?" 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 

3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 

Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Church Office email: scotsintchurch@cs.com 

Website: scotsintchurch@cs.com  

 Bank accounts: 

ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 

F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

BIRTHDAYS IN JULY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN AUGUST 

6 Samuel Osei 

7 Frans Meer, van de 

12 Charles Ashu 

18 Chinedum Koka 

18 Maureen Vollema 

19 Olivia Adu-Poku 

20 Hendrick Etienne 

20 Andrew Sondengam 

23 Stacey Bouwman 

23 Efrain Cuvulay 

23 Sheretta Opoku-Polly 

(Adu-Poko) 

26 Elmos Abunam 

28 Simeon Calvert 

30 Tjakko Bouwman 

30 Myron Etienne 

30 Evelyn Koomson 

30 Isabel Smart 

1 Cynthia Steward (James 

Christian) 

1 Mary Tataw Eyere Tataw 

2 Wisteria Cairo 

3 Ruth Kraaij 

5 Lesley-Ann Calvert 

5 Virginia Hendriks 

6 Jan (John) Ruigendijk 

12 Nicole Ng 

14 Joyce Mensah 

14 Joost Pot 

14 Julia Victoria Wagenaar 

16 Stella Agbornget 

17 Sharon Cromwell 

18 Jean Galloway 

19 Beverly Bouwman 

21 David Dziworshie 

22 Evert Dorn 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster Vacant 

Interim moderator:  

Rev.James Brown 

J.brown56@gmx.de 

 

Church Office: 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

 

 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Vacant 

 scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

  

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Amund Roe 

Magdalena Jones 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

zanger@online.nl 

Creche 

Maaike van der Eerden 

06-2733 0389 

  

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

Caretaking team 

Convener 

Harmen Rebel 

rebelharmen@gmail.com 

06 4503 7551 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

  

Social Team 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Administrator 

Nicole Chai 

(Temporary Thursday ) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


