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Dear friends 
 
It is with deep thankfulness and heart-
felt appreciation that I write my final 
pastoral letter to you after nineteen 

years. You are a very special congregation and we have 
been on a journey of faith. So it comes as no surprise to 
me that this church has been mentioned on a number of 
occasions in this year’s General Assembly Report on 
Europe. 
After Pentecost Sunday on 8 June, Lesley-Ann and I 
return to Scotland and to the Steeple Church in the centre 
of Dundee. The waterfront which was blocked by the 
road-bridge is being opened up for the construction of the 
new Victoria and Albert Museum. The world’s greatest 
museum for art and design will be built close to the 
Steeple church as an international centre and host many 
exhibitions in the “City of Discovery”. We look forward to 
the next decade and to work with this congregation. 
I admit that I have learned such a lot since we first came 
to Rotterdam with our children in 1995. Thank you for the 
trust you have given me and for putting up with all my 
shortcomings. Some of you asked what have been the 
highlights of the last nineteen years. I wish that I could 
remember them all but these stories come readily to 
mind… 
 

1.PROJECT 
In 1996 a small team of six persons were concerned 
about the mission of the church and we thought it 
would be a good idea to try to create an in-loop huis 
(drop-in centre) in the Lower Hall for the colourful 
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characters we met in the street. It was not a great 
success in terms of meeting people (except for one 
elderly lady on the street). Mr. Hein Reuijl who 
managed hall rentals at the time said, “I think it is 
time to walk out of the walk in!” So we wondered what 
next? It was then that different uprooted were visiting 
me during the week with stories that were horrendous 
and awful. At the same time we met others on Sunday 
mornings who just wanted to find peace with God. The 
next step was to check out with all organisations 
working with refugees (they were mainly in voluntary 
sector) about what we could do. They told us clearly 
“Don’t do what we do. They are waiting in queues for 
our assistance over money, papers, healthcare, etc. 
but we have no time to listen to their stories. It is 
tragic but, if you can do anything, give them your time 
to hear their stories. This was when the Mamre project 
stated up based upon Abraham’s gift of hospitality to 
three strangers (Genesis 18). It started as a voluntary 
project with amazing characters from Sudan, Liberia 
and Ethiopia. 
 
2.POVERTY 
Taking a line from Ghandi, I suggest that the health of 
any church can be measured it how it treats the poor 
and the suffering. In 2002 we had won a difficult legal 
battle with the lawyer to have the old kosterhuis 
(caretaker’s house) back in our control. There had 
been many voices calling for more adequate Sunday 
School space. I shall never forget the night in 2003 
when the elders considered what to do with the house. 
They told me that the refugees and uprooted persons 
visiting our church needed the house more than the 
Sunday School. It was not long after that we renamed 
it the Muller House after a well-known couple who had 
left the church a legacy in their will. In co-operation 
with the Pauluskerk we operated it as a safe house for 
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persons at great risk and who were waiting for their 
case to be heard. I shall never forget a comment made 
by the Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. After a meeting one Saturday 
morning that lasted for nearly three hours, he said it 
was the longest round of introductions he had ever had 
and found them enthralling. The Very Rev. Andrew 
McLellan became the best ambassador for the Mamre 
project in Scotland. 

 
3.PASSION 
Everyone has to give something up in belonging to an 
international church. We are not just Scottish, Dutch 
or dominated by any culture but I understand how 
sometimes we would like to meet more people who are 
like us. I recall many occasions fifteen years ago when 
we had several strong characters who were widows 
from marriages made after WW2. They would tell me 
what a true Scottish church should be like! After many 
animated discussions we would eventually “agree to 
disagree.” Though they are no longer with us I 
remember and respect them for this. For the point is 
that they cared! If you have something worth having, 
it is also worth fighting for. This church has been 
through many difficult times and is worth fighting for. 
When I came in 1995 we were hated for creating an 
division and distraction over sexuality in the 
Netherlands. Ten years ago I heard in the church 
headquarters that opinions had changed and Dutch 
ministers said that we are now a church that loves 
refugees. 
 
4.PARTICIPATION 
One aspect of this congregation that I am proud of is 
the wide base of leadership and participation in 
decision-making. There are 26 elders and deacons and 
together with teams involving gifted people in the 
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church. Together with others leading Mamre, bookstall, 
crèche, Sunday School, youth group and choral 
groups, more than fifty people are involved in 
leadership of various kinds. There is a tendency to 
down-size and make decisions from out of small group 
because it is easier, especially when there are regular 
changes among elders and deacons. It is easy to 
create an “us” and “them” situation in churches by 
suggesting that the leaders are out of touch….but 
there is no ‘old-boys network’ here. New office-bearers 
have a lot to learn about the congregation and it does 
not happen in a year. Elders and deacons are simply 
ordinary members of the church elected by the 
congregation to do a job that involves them in regular 
evening meetings. Please continue to pray for them! 
 

For now, Lesley-Ann and I must give you space but we will 
come back. We have family (and grand-children) in the 
Netherlands. Tyndale Theological Seminary has invited me 
to teach a course next year. I may even come back for the 
North Sea Jazz festival and watch Sparta! I hope that the 
link between the congregations in Rotterdam and Dundee 
will deepen. In April both churches were involved in a visit 
to Galati in Romania to learn about a ministry to poor 
families and children. It is encouraging that they are built 
on friendships between people and shared experiences. 
 
Your friend (always) and your minister (until 17 June) 
Robert A. Calvert 
 
PS  
Our new address will be:  
128 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7HR 
 
Robert’s personal e-mail will be: 
robertacalvert@gmail.com 
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CONSISTORY NOTES 

 
Garden Wall Mosaic 

After a year of discovery and dedication with many friends 
we are almost ready to erect the Garden Wall Mosaic on 
the newly designed garden wall. The team have already 
got the garden mosaic on the wall but there is plenty of 
work to do. On the Ascension Day holiday (Thursday 29 
May) the unveiling of the complete mosaic will be around 
13:30 – 14:00. On Saturday 31 May “Serve the City” 
invite you to join them at their barbecue in the church 
garden. On Sunday after the Communion service we will 
prayerfully dedicate it in a service attended by some of 
our friends in the city. 
 
Gold in Galati 

Last month Annemarie Fleming, Emma de Zanger, Harem 
and Sofie Rebel (with Gabriel) and our minister visited an 
industrial city in Romania that tourists never do. We went 
to see and learn about a ministry that serves the poor 
(and children in particular). For some twelve years the 
“Word Made Flesh” project has been slowly changing 
minds and hearts. These are some of our impressions…. 
 
“To go as family to Galati was a new experience for us. 
But we are glad we did get this opportunity to see, learn 
and do a little bit. We saw the contrast between rich and 
poor, learned about God´s heart for the poor and did 
some practical work. The interaction with the children, 
hearing about their developments and learn about the 
history of Romania was very interesting. Thankful for this 
time, we are looking forward to stay in touch with the 
project in Galati.” (Harmen) 
 
“A week in Galati was a new and contradicting experience 
for me. We met lovely people and extremely poor people. 
We had quite a few discussions about poverty or perhaps 



Page 7 THE HERALD 

the word: vulnerability is better, as what is poverty? is it lack of 
money, therefore food – can’t pay bills – can’t join in with social 
structure, is it lack of love. It is a very broad topic to cover and 
we certainly couldn’t cover it in a week. David (organiser in 
Galati, who has studied theology) set up Bible passages which 
focus on poverty to be discussed. The organisation in Galati is a 
Christian organisation which operates out of conviction to help 
others. It is beautiful to see how they show the young children 
that there is hope and in particular show them love. It is their 
intention to make the bonding with their parents better and help 
them with their education/stimulate them with their homework. 
One thing is sure, poverty is everywhere... also in the 
Netherlands and Rotterdam. It will be interesting to see how we 
will be able to discuss this topic within our congregation. It was a 
very interesting week for me and I certainly am very curious to 
see further developments of the project Word made Flesh in 
Galati – Romania. Very grateful I had the opportunity to visit this 
project.” (Emma) 
 
See the photograph of Sophie 
teaching the Swedish game of Kubb 
to the children. If you would like to 
visit or give something to the 
project, please contact Annemarie 
Fleming. 
 
 
Wedding bells! 

Sally Atem & Rinus van der Starre invite you to join them on 
their wedding day on Saturday 17 May at 15.00 in the Scots 
International Church. You will be very welcome! 
 
Worship leaders 

Ten persons signed up in January to learn about leading worship. 
They are an appropriate blend that represents the congregation. 
Beth Hooper led this morning for the first time came to us last 
year from the church in Amsterdam. They include three elders 
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(Andre van der Velden, Esther Abang and Bob Hensen), 
Harmen Rebel, Eugene Ng, Ediri Sobotie, Alan Paton, Paul 
Criss and Beth Hooper. Others (Margriet, Johan and Trevor) 
‘audited’ the course. I have also shared the communion 
services with Irene Bom. They assist the preaching minister, 
elder on duty and those who are involved with the children’s 
message, choral group, organist, welcome and beamer teams. 
We are proud of the way they stepped in to lead us to worship 
God and build the congregation. 
 
Baptisms and new members 

On Easter Sunday 20 April we baptised four children: Stella & 
Imme Naaktgeboren, Catherine Anja-Etasu Baiye and James 
Donald Howe. In baptism, we recognise them as child-
members of the congregation and together with their parents 
we took promises before God to care for their spiritual 
development. “The promise is for you and your children for all 
who are far off.” (Acts 2 v. 39) 
On 27 April we welcomed three new members to the church 
today. Precious Juliet Tiyjudy Okoro is originally from Nigeria 
and lives with her husband Jakub in Schiedam. Graham and 
Irene Jardine are South Africans and attended a Presbyterian 
church prior to relocating to the Netherlands. They now live in 
Papendrecht with their daughter Heather. Graham has 
theological training and led bible studies in South Africa. 
 
Vacancy period 
Over the next year Rev. Jimmy Brown, Church of Scotland 
minister in Bochum in Germany, will be responsible with the 
elders for the congregation. We have visited Bochum several 
times in the past and the Joyful Singers made a big impact. 
Jimmy Brown will not be leading worship every week as he has 
his own diverse congregation. That means we will have a 
several locum ministers to come for a month or more as well 
as friends leading worship. It will be at least a year before a 
new minister is recruited. We welcome Rev. Rhona Dunphy 
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(University chaplain in Regensburg) together with Rev. 
Jimmy Brown and two elders to review the life of the church 
in May. During the vacancy period our elders will keep in 
touch with different groups in the congregation. 
 
Joyful Singers 

This African rhythm group is looking for more people to join 
them. This year they will break from now until September 
when they would like more musical persons from the church 
to join them. The rhythms are from Africa but the voices can 
be from any continent! For more information, see Esther 
Abang or Dieudonne Gwanmesia. 
 
Extracted from the Report to the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland 
“Some of the congregations of the present day Church of 
Scotland Presbytery of Europe were set up to provide 
worship for migrants; for refugees in, for example, 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam.” 
“Rotterdam also has forty nationalities in the congregation 
with 50% of the elders and up to 40% of the congregation 
from Africa. It is estimated that 75% of Europe’s population 
now live in urban areas. Many in these cities have come to 
find work, or as refugees, from countries, and churches, 
outside Europe. In Rotterdam, members of the Scots 
International Church reinterpreted their mission to answer 
the need they saw around them; they developed ministries 
which have now grown into their own agencies and are 
independent of their parent, but they continue to support 
those coming into a new country. SKIN-Rotterdam is an 
umbrella group for new (and old) migrant Christian 
communities. Mamre started as a church project offering a 
warm meal and safe space; this was as a result of 
professional bodies highlighting that they had no time to 
listen to the stories of refugees, but that the refugees 
needed a place to share their stories and feel welcome and 
involved. It continues to flourish as a volunteer project, with 
people from other churches, or no church, giving safe space 
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to uprooted and homeless people. On Wednesdays, at least fifty 
people gather to eat and greet one another.” 
 
Mission offerings 
Our monthly mission gifts in May and June are dedicated to the 
St. Diwa ministry to families (and especially children) of 
impoverished kiln-workers in Pakistan. In July and August the 
offering will be dedicated to the St. Living Water Link in Nigeria. 
 
Musical ‘Een Vrouwending’ 
All women are invited to this entertaining show on 16th May. 
You can order your tickets 
online and take Dutch 
speaking friends along! The 
musical is a project from 
women in Pijnacker to raise 
money for a childcare charity 
in Central Asia and provide a 
ladies night out. With this 
funny and touching show we 
want to put themes like 
friendship, being a woman 
and motherhood in the 
spotlight. It is a great topic 
starter as well. Tickets are 10 
Euros. Reserve tickets as 
seats are limited and get a 
discount of 10%. More info 
from:www.facebook.com/
eenvrouwending. All are 
welcome! 
 
Spirituality from the first letter of Peter 

This month the minister preaches through the first letter of 
Peter on Sunday mornings. One of the key themes of the month 
is spirituality and the importance of “an ice-cold temperament, 
a warm heart and a fiery will.” 
 



Page 11 THE HERALD 

CONGREGATIONAL DIARY FOR MAY 

04 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir, 1 
Peter 1 
07 Wed’day  19.30  Bible study 
11 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Sonrise, 1 Peter 2 
13 Tuesday  20.00  Local Church Review with     
        Consistory 
14 Wed’day  19.30  Bible study 
16 Friday   12.30  Book group 
     19.30  Musical “Een Vrouwending”(lower  
        hall) 
     19.30 Church prayer meeting (sanctuary) 
17 Saturday  15.00  Wedding of Sally & Rinus 
18 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Choir, 1 Peter 3 
21 Wed’day  19.30  Bible study 
25 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Soloist, 1 Peter 4 
27 Tuesday  19.45  Council meeting 
28 Wed’day  19.30  Bible study 
29 Thursday  11.00  Celebration of Garden Wall mosaic 
31 Saturday  16.00  Barbecue with “Serve the City” 
 
CONGREGATIONAL DIARY FOR JUNE 
01 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir, 1   
        Peter 5 
     13.00  Dedication of Garden Wall mosaic 
07 Saturday  15.00  Farewell for Robert & Lesley-Ann 
08 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Pentecost, Sonrise, Acts 2 
15 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Trinity Sunday, Choir 
19 Friday   19.30  Church prayer meeting 
22 Sunday  10.30  Worship 
29 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Rev. Jimmy Brown 
 
CONGREGATIONAL DIARY FOR JULY 

05 Saturday 19.30  North Sea Jazz with Denise Jannah 
06 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir 
 
 
 



Page 12 THE HERALD 

Presbytery of Europe March 2014 

 
Greetings form our brothers en 
sisters in St. Andrews church in 
Gibraltar and form other 
congregations within the 
Presbytery of Europe. Presbytery 
met in the beginning of March in 
sunny Gibraltar.  
 
It was only my second 
presbytery meeting, but it 
already feels as a family. Wonderful people, with the best 

interest in (the future of) our churches 
and the Church of Scotland. Some 
members of the presbytery have been in 
Rotterdam and think back with joy of 
meeting members of our congregation. 
One of the items we talked about in 
Gibraltar was the Presbytery Plan. An 
important part of that plan is to see how 
many ministers the presbytery (in fte or 
fulltime equivalents) needs. The reason 
is that there are more congregations 
than there are ministers in  he future 
within the Church of Scotland. 
The report will be ready in March next 
year and has to be approved then by 
presbytery. In the meantime new 
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vacancies are put ‘on hold’. That includes the Scots 
International Church Rotterdam. What that means for our 
Rotterdam church, is something for the consistory and 
the Interim Moderator. 
By Ruud Witte, Presbytery Elder. 
 

Another enjoyable After-Work Dinner Show 
Friday 28th March members of the Scots International Church 
(SICR), Hoper Baptist Church and their many friends gathered 
in the early evening in the Lower Hall of the SICR. 
They came for a non-pretentiously announced After-Work 
Dinner-Show, which seems to have become a regular feature of 
a series of Cultural 
Evenings that started last 
year. 
The mini-poster called for 
artists, painters, 
performers, singers, 
comedians, magicians, 
poets, dancers, 
storytellers, helpers to 
sign up for participation. 
This left the audience that turned up not knowing what to 

expect, but for one thing: 
from previous experience 
they knew that the dinner 
cooked by Erna Booman and 
served by her able helpers 
would be deliciously tasty 
and … well filling! Sure 
enough, the food after being 
blessed by Rev. Richmond 
from our Baptist sister-

church disappeared quickly with satisfying smiles being seen all 
around. A cake from Mrs. Maaten topped it off. 
Then it was over to a dazzling array of home-grown 
performers, like Alan Holloway giving us his rendition of ‘Au 
Clair de la Lune’ on the piano, a trio of Jaco Jacobs, Ruud 
Bergamin and friend on saxophones, Thomas and Michel Paton 
on flute and violin and our Baptist friends with a clarinet and 
piano playing and singing some wonderful gospel music. If that 
was not enough our Elder and Joyful Singers’ leader Esther 
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Abang became a stand-up comedian, played the bongos and sang 
too. 
That was not even all, as Evelyn Koomson amazed us with a 
poem, while Mario, an artist who regularly volunteers at the 
Garden Wall Mosaic, mounted an exciting exhibition, based 
mostly on ‘collage’. 
An announced solo by our senior member Dorothy Kingsale had 
to be scrapped as she was in hospital with an asthma attack, but 
Thank God, responding well to treatment. 
The evening was over before we knew it and we had to find our 
way back home. 
From a later report I learned that, thanks to donations and drinks 
sold the event took place at no cost to either of the two churches. 
By Ato Bob 

 
Robert & Lesley-Ann Calvert’s Send-off, Saturday 7th 
June 
As a member of the Scots International Church Rotterdam 
(SICR) you should know by now, that our Rev. Robert 
Calvert, has responded to the vacancy announcement of 
the Steeple Church of Dundee Scotland, whose members 
have since voted to accept him. 
The reaction from most members of the congregation has 
been one of surprise and a feeling of expectant loss. As 
someone told me: “We will surely miss him, his wonderful 
sermons and Lesley-Ann’s role too, of course!” As Robert 
explained, in the previous Herald, his moving to Dundee as 
‘a step of faith and hearing the quiet voice of God’, it is also 
a place where he can continue to use his many gifts. 
Sunday 8th June 2014 will be the last time we will see 
Robert on the pulpit of the SICR, while he will be inducted 
to the Steeple Church on Tuesday 17th June. 
As announced in the SICR Update of 25.04.2014, we will 
not let Robert and Lesley-Ann go quietly but host a send-off 
on Saturday 7th June, featuring a.o. an International Food 
Fair. A committee is being set-up, which will appeal for your 
ideas and participation. Expect more information soon. 
By Ato Bob. 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 
3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Church Telephone: 010 412 47 79  

Church Office email: scotsintchurch@cs.com 
Website: scotsintchurch@cs.com  

 Bank accounts: 
ING Bank: NL17 INGB 0000 1751 87 

F van Lanschot Bankers: NL79 FVLB 0699 6426 20  

BIRTHDAYS IN MAY 

01 Klazina Rigters 
01 Alexander Cuvulay 
05 Dorothy Dadah 
07 Fane Mensah 
08 Gwen Wenfua 
10 Michelle Helena Sebastian 
15 Mavis Etienne-Massicott 
18 Patricia Cuvulay 
21 Rizal Sebastian 
21 Anthony Evovo 
23 Ladislav Brhel 
24 Norma Taylor 
28 Anneke Mulder 
28 Nnenna Koka 
29 Fred Booman 
 
BIRTHDAYS IN JUNE 

01 Ato Cromwell 
02 Laurencia Wenfua 

03 Alan Aldus 
03 Hunter Smith 
04 Ymke Ewoma Evovo 
05 Lina Sebastian 
05 Christina Massicott-White 
06 André van der Velden 
08 Anneke Pot 
11 Janine Kooy 
12 Joanne de Zanger 
15 Anca Juravie 
19 Hein Reuijl 
21 Sofie Rebel 
23 Ruth Vissia 
26 Rignalda Fleming 
26 Victoria Eta Tabot 
27 Thomas Afari 
27 Nnamdi Luther Juochim Koka 
29 Isaac Dierx 
29 Michael Paton 
30 Peter Aghasomba 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Nicole Chai 

(Temporary Thursday ) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

   

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

zanger@online.nl 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

Caretaking team 

Convener 

Harmen Rebel 

rebelharmen@gmail.com 

06 4503 7551 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

 Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


