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Dear friends 
 
I wish you all much joy and fulfilment in 2014 
and pray that the adventure of being church will 
be full of meaning and excitement. Worship and 

education are essential to churches in building healthy relationships 
with God and one another... but how do we relate to others outside 
of the congregation? When I look back on 2013, two new aspects of 
our church life really stand out. 
 
• In the September newsletter I wrote about the Garden Mosaic 

(see on ‘the church and the arts’). We look forward to 
completing the mosaic but I think that the process has been 
as important as the product. What I mean is that a lot of 
people who would never easily come on a Sunday morning 
have been drawn to it and since connected with the church. 
But I want to think about another aspect – that of supporting 
renewal and growth in other churches. 

• Over 2013 three or four new churches have approached us for 
help in building a more diverse identity. Our elder George 
Airomwanbor have given support to ICF Gouda in preaching, 
baptising and pastoral counselling. Our elder Willemijn 
Gwanmesia left with her family to support a new church that 
started in their local school in IJsselmonde. “Kerk op de Kop” 
is setting up on the other side on the Erasmus-bridge and will 
present themselves on Sunday 19 January. The Indonesian 
GKIN church in Dordrecht has started bimonthly services in 
Rotterdam and asked if they can work with us. 

 
I would like to think about the second issue of sharing our 
resources with other churches. Some people ask why we should 
give time and leaders to help other churches. My view is that the 
church is not like the business world. Churches should not exist (to 
raise members and money) for their own profit but for the Kingdom 

LETTER 

from the Pastor 
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of God. In working for the Kingdom, we seek to co-operate 
rather than compete with other city churches. 
This church has already been involved in building the SKIN-
Rotterdam network and linking with churches in Scotland. In 
April some people from here will join others from the Steeple 
Church in Dundee to visit Romania and see the “Word Made 
Flesh” ministry in Galati. So when local churches connected 
to the Protestant Church in the Netherlands (our Dutch 
partner denomination) approach us for help, should we 
ignore them? I feel that it is a cause for rejoicing that others 
see something in us that like to have. 
 
Another point is that churches that focus on their own life 
tend to grow fat! When we fail to share what we have been 
given, we are in danger of only building body-fat. We need to 
be fit and flexible. Churches that are active in mission and 
share their people and programmes build muscle rather than 
fat. That should be our vision. I believe that most people 
want to belong to something that is bigger than their self. 
Kingdom building is a larger project in which we can stretch 
ourselves and build muscle. 
 
In the New Year I anticipate welcoming more new members 
and I long to see a full church every week – but for what 
purpose? We should be willing to share and even give away 
our gifted people. This has been the case with some of our 
most able elders – and I hope there will be more to follow. So 
ask God where he wants you to serve Him in 2014. 
 
I wish you an exciting faith-stretching year and know God’s 
hand at work in your life. 
 
Your friend and minister 
 
Robert Calvert 
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CONGREGATIONAL NOTES 

New members… 
The apostle Paul once said: “Now you are the body of 
Christ and each one of you is a part of it.” (1 Corinthians 
12:27) On 8 December we received the following eleven 
persons into membership of the Scots International 
Church. Bernice Agbornget who arrived from Cameroon 
a few years ago, came through our Sunday School and is 
now at the age of nineteen is at college and in the future 
wants to work in a restaurant. Beth Hooper who has two 
daughters and lives in Schoonhoven, came to us from the 
English Reformed Church in Amsterdam, and is an expert 
in English literature and has just published a book about 
her American roots. Christine Galloway was born in 
Scotland and is the daughter of Jean and Denis who 
emigrated to the Netherlands forty years ago. She lives in 
Rotterdam with her husband who is a policeman and her 
daughter. During the week she works as a Personal 
Assistant within Unilever. Eszter Kocsis is away from her 
family in Budapest as she started this autumn to study 
business managent for three years at Erasmus University. 
Yetty and Sven van der Made live in Krimpen a/d Ijssel 
and came to us from an Anglican church in the Hague - 
Yetty is from Indonesia and Sven from the Netherlands. 
Rakhie Akkal is from the Hague and at the age of 34 is 
looking for a job as a project assistant. She currently does 
voluntary work and teaches elderly people how to use the 
computer (Microsoft Office Word, Excel and Internet). She 
is the niece of Chandra Aldus and had been coming to the 
church before she asked to be baptised. Rinus van der 
Starre (Netherlands) has been involved in another church 
in Rotterdam and is partner to Sally Atem. Dejan Stamec 
(Slovenia) and his wife Joanna (Nigeria) have been 
coming to the church since 2010, live in Barendrecht and 
are both in busy jobs. Stanley Murithi (Kenya) has lived 
in the Netherlands for eighteen years and is now 
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caretaking for the church - he is trying to get his wife and 
two daughters to join him. There will be another 
opportunity to join the church early in the New Year. 
Bernice, Rakhie and Rinus were baptised before they 
became members because they had not been baptised 
before. 
 
Note about baptism… 
If you have been baptised in any Christian church before 
(whether as an adult or a child) you should not be 
baptised again. The reason is that baptism is into Christ 
and not into the church. Baptism is a badge of Christian 
identity and should not be viewed as a badge of belonging 
to a specific church. It is very regrettable that some 
churches insist on a second baptism and treat the 
sacrament in this way. 
 
The digitalising of the archives of the Scots Church… 
Robin Urquhart of the National Records of Scotland has 
written to say “The more I examine the Scots Kirk records 
in Rotterdam the more I am convinced that they are one 
of the most important collections of kirk session 
records for the Church of Scotland and they are a 
testament to the impact the Scots Kirk has had on the 
migration of people from and to Scotland and other parts 
of Northern Europe.” 
 
‘Beta’ discipleship evenings… 
These Wednesday nights are designed to help us in on our 
daily walk with God. Let the minister know if there are 
issues or questions that you would like to have discussed. 
A different theme each week stands alone and does not 
depend on having been present every week. Starting at 
19.30 there is no meal beforehand but we will split into 
discussion groups and finish by 21.15. 
 
Mission Offerings dedicated for 2014… 
January Mamre project (uprooted people in Rotterdam) 
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February Serve the City (joint churches’ action in 
Rotterdam) 
March Orphans’ education (Cameroon/Ma Flo) 
April Orphans’ education (Cameroon/Ma Flo) 
May St. DIWA Kiln Workers (Pakistan/Shalla Gill) 
June St. DIWA Kiln Workers (Pakistan/Shalla Gill) 
July Living Water Link (Nigeria/Peter Aghasomba) 
August Living Water Link (Nigeria/Peter Aghasomba) 
September “Friends” Rotterdam (international students 
in Rotterdam) 
October Ethio-Berhan Foundation (Ethiopia/Dr. Jember 
Teferre) 
November SKIN (migrant churches in the Netherlands) 
December Presbytery of Europe project: A Place at the 

Table 
 
Annual General Meeting… 
The yearly review of the congregation’s life includes 
reports from the consistory and treasurer. There will be 
an election of new deacons and elders following the 
posting the nominations in January. This is also an 
opportunity to report on what your team or ministry 
within church has achieved in 2013. 
 
Farewell to George and Sylvia… 
In November we said a fond farewell to family 
Airomwanbor who moved to Manchester for George’s 
work. George was elected as an elder in 2009 and has 
assisted the minister in preaching, pastoral visitation and 
the conduct of funerals (and even baptisms in Gouda). He 
became an able preacher of God’s Word and his wife 
Sylvia has co-organised the crèche for many years with 
Maaike. They leave us with our prayers, deep respect and 
gratitude. 
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Courses in the New Year… 
In January there is an opportunity to select a course for Christian 
leadership. Two or three of the courses will be based on the 
acclaimed extension model of learning. The idea is to do some 
homework and check your answers before coming to the group 
meeting on a two-week basis. The material is packaged by 
“Study by Extension for ALL Nations” (SEAN) and you can find 
out more by consulting their website at www.sean.uk.net The 
courses are on preaching, leading services and mission but there 
will also be an option on “pastoral counselling” and, through 
Tyndale Theological Seminary, a “New Testament Survey.” The 
minister teaches a course during the second half of January at 
the seminary in Badhoevedorp and will offer a ‘migrant church 
tour’ on Sunday 19 January in Rotterdam. We can organise 
courses around your interests and needs. 
 
Book groups and books… 
• The book for the reading group on 10 January is “The 

Colour” by Rose Tremain. More details are available from 
Norma Taylor at j_taylor@versatel.nl or Patricia Ewing at 
010–5216263. 

 
• The book group for mothers on Tuesday 7 January from 

9.30–11.00 is in the crèche room. All mothers with children 
are welcome. Call Justyna Glebocka at: 
justynaglebocka@gmail.com 

 
• Beth Hooper’s book “The Roots that Clutch” is available 

at 14.95 euros and for every purchase Beth will donate 4-95 
to the church. Check out Iveren Agbatse’s “My thoughts” 
which is a recently published collection of poems about God. 
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Congregational Diary 

JANUARY 

02 Thursday  12.00  Tour / activities in Delft (Delft Rail.  
      Station) 

05 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir 

   12.00  Soup-Lunch 

07 Tuesday  09.30  Book group for mums (crèche room) 

   19.45  Consistory meeting (Church house) 

08 Wednesday  19.30  Beta: “Growing and Sharing” (Church 
house) 

10 Friday   13.00  Reading group (crèche room) 

12 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Sonrise 

15 Wednesday  19.30  Beta: “Christian perspective” (Church 
house) 

17 Friday   19.30  Church prayer meeting (Lower Hall) 

19 Sunday  09.30  Migrant Church tour (until 18.00) 

   10.30  Worship, Choir 

21 Tuesday  09.30  Book group for mums (crèche room) 

   19.45  Council meeting (Lower Hall) 

22 Wednesday  19.30  Beta “Bible in daily life” (Church house) 

24 Friday   17.30  Dinner & cultural evening (Lower Hall) 

26 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers 

29 Wednesday  19.30  Beta: “Living as disciples” (Church 
house) 

 
FEBRUARY 

02 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir 
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04 Tuesday  09.30  Book group for mums (crèche room) 

05 Wednesday  19.30  Beta: “Discovering prayer” (Church 
house) 

09 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Sonrise 

   12.00  Soup-Lunch 

12 Wednesday  19.30  Beta: “Joining the church” (Church house) 

16 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Choir, new members 

18 Tuesday  19.45  Consistory meeting (Church house) 

19 Wednesday  19.30  Beta: “God with us” (Church house) 

21 Friday   19.30  Church prayer meeting (Lower Hall) 

23 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers 

   12.00  Annual General Meeting (Lower Hall) 

26 Wednesday  19.30  Beta: “God at work” (Church house) 
 

 

A festive run-up to Christmas 2013 at SICR 
 

On Sunday morning 15th December it was difficult to get 
through the entrance hall and up to the Sanctuary of the Scots 
International Church in Rotterdam. Children of the Sunday 
School were fitted there with all kind of gear by their teachers 
and parents. The chatter and clatter was everywhere. 
After the Call to Worship, The Choir started the Service off with 
“Child of the Poor” and “What child is this”, directed by Andrea 
Hayter followed by Rev. Robert Calvert welcoming the 
congregation and visitors and giving the opening prayer. 
 
The Sunday School then burst into the Sanctuary to perform 
their play: ‘The Christmas Tree’. 
The children delighted the congregation and their beaming 
parents with the story of the lonely tree in the forest, which 
became the most beautiful Christmas tree of all. 
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The afternoon of 15th December saw the Children’s’ Christmas 
party, which was reportedly a great and enjoyable occasion for 
which the Sunday School teachers, and particularly their new 
superintendent Olaf de Zanger, excelled themselves. 
The customary annual Christmas Tea was offered in the 
afternoon from 17:00 hrs. and saw tasty, mouth-watering, 
array of sweets, cookies, pastries, cakes, scones, and much 
more. Among those attending was our longest member, Janet 
van de Ben. 
 
A Carol Singing Tour, a much appreciated initiative of Pam 
Russell, was undertaken by a group of members of the 
congregation and visitors. They started in front of the church, 
carrying small lights and then marched while singing to the 

French speaking Wallonian Church. The group were let into the 
church where they sang Christmas hymns in several languages. 
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From there the tour led them to the nearby Fire Service 
where they found the firemen at their dinner. These 
courageous ever ready men very much welcomed the 
enjoyable distraction offered to them with a big applause. 
Back in the Scots International Church the singers were 
treated to cups of hot chocolate or glühwein. 

As this was not 
enough, the 
well-attended 
Carol Service 
with the Choir 
started at 
19:00 and 
rounded of a 
truly festive 
run-up to 
Christmas 

2013 at the SICR. 
 
 
COOKERY BOOK 
 
You may recall we had a great idea about updating our 
church cookery book – we asked you to submit your 
recipes for favourite family meals which are typical for 
your country of origin, but which can be made with 
ingredients available here. Well, either that was too 
difficult, or you have too many other things on your mind, 
or you cannot be convinced that what you love to eat is 
special enough to write down and share with us…  
 
We have therefore decided not to go through with the 
plan. No new cookery book for now.  We are publishing 
some of the recipes that we did receive below, so that 
you can still enjoy some of the wonderful dishes your 
fellow church-goers make. Maybe some other time 
(soon?) the time is right to re-launch this idea, but not 
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now. In the meantime: Bon Appetit! (more recepies in future 
Heralds) 

Blackberry and Apple Crumble (for 4 people) 
 (English)  

 
Ingredients: 

approximately 400 gr. fruit (apples and blackberries) 
2 tablespoons sugar 
  
75 gr. margarine or butter 
75 gr. sugar 
150 gr.self raising flour 
  

  
Method  
Peel the apples 
and cut into 
pieces and put 
them in a dish 
suitable to go in 
the oven. 
Add the washed 
blackberries and 
sprinkle the 
sugar over them. 
Turn the oven on 
to 190º C 
  
Put the flour and 
margarine in a 
mixing bowl. 

Cut the margarine into very small pieces. 
Using fingertips rub margarine and flour together to make very fine 
crumbs . 
Add the sugar and mix. 
Put the mixture gently over the fruit.  
(tip; put a piece of rice paper over the fruit before putting the mixture 
on. This prevents the "crumble" coming soggy) 
Bake in hot oven about 30 minutes. The top should go slightly brown. 
Serve warm with custard 
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Any fresh fruit is suitable, also tinned apricots go particularly 
well in this dessert. 

Pam's Alternative; Stewed steak in 
sauce with a savoury crumble top 
  
Ingredients: 
Cooked meat in sauce 
  
75gr. Margarine or butter 
75 gr. self raising flour 
1 slice of bread made into breadcrumbs 
1 dessertspoon chopped sage leaves 
1 tablespoon chopped onion 
  
Method 

Put the meat in sauce in a dish suitable to go in the oven.  
Turn the oven on to 190º C 
  
Put the flour and margarine in a mixing bowl. 
Cut the margarine into very small pieces. 
Using fingertips rub margarine and flour together to make very 
fine crumbs . 
Add the breadcrumbs,chopped onion and sage and mix all 
together 
Put the mixture gently over the meat 
(tip; put a piece of rice paper over the meat before putting the 
mixture on. This prevents the "crumble" coming soggy) 
Bake in hot oven about 30 minutes. The top should go slightly 
brown. 

Pam Russell 
 
 

JESUS LOVES ME 

 
While watching a little TV on Sunday instead of going to 
church, I watched a Church in Atlanta honoring one of its 
senior pastors who had been retired many years. He was 92 at 
that time and I wondered why the Church even bothered to ask 
the old gentleman to preach at that age. After a warm 
welcome, introduction of this speaker, and as the applause 
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quieted down he rose from his high back chair and walked slowly, 
with great effort and a sliding gate to the podium. Without a note 

or written paper of any kind he 
placed both hands on the pulpit to 
steady himself and then quietly and 
slowly he began to speak....  
 
"When I was asked to come here 
today and talk to you, your pastor 
asked me to tell you what was the 
greatest lesson ever learned in my 50 
odd years of preaching. I thought 
about it for a few days and boiled it 

down to just one thing that made the most difference in my life 
and sustained me through all my trials. The one thing that I could 
always rely on when tears and heart break and pain and fear and 
sorrow paralyzed me... The only 
thing that would comfort was this 
verse.........  
 
"Jesus loves me this I know.  

For the Bible tells me so.  

Little ones to Him belong,  

We are weak but He is 

strong.....  

Yes, Jesus loves me...  

The Bible tells me so."  
 
When he finished, the church was quiet. 
You actually could hear his footsteps as 
he shuffled back to his chair. I don't 
believe I will ever forget it. A pastor 
once stated, 
 
"I always noticed that it was the adults 
who chose the children's hymn 'Jesus 
Loves Me' (for the children of course) 

during a hymn sing, and it was the adults who sang the loudest 
because I could see they knew it the best."  
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 
3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Tel 010 412 47 79 scotsintchurch@cs.com Giro/ING 175187 
Fax 010 412 57 09 www.scotsintchurch.com SKG 699642620 

Birthdays in January 
 
03   Cindel Fleming                        
04   Prince Adarkwah     
06   Peace Acquaah  
06   Destiny Amadin                                   
10   Florence Foyat-Bergna                         
10   Irene Bom 
10  Matthew Emmanuel  
 Sebastian  
12   Mildred Asare-Awuku  
16   Christilito Cuvulay   
18   Lee Bouwman                            
23   Zoë Calvert     
24   Ethan Kekesi                                       
26   Cor Vermeulen 
26   Alan Paton                                     
30 Bridgit Amadin      
 
                             

Birthdays in February 
 
02   Sjoerd Vollema  
03   Joke te Winkel  
04   Pjotr Lane  
06   Elsie Chapman 
08   Ewout Stoutjesdijk 
10   Cynthia Massicott  
10   Celine Abunam 
11   Jennifer Fleming  
12   Ruud Witte 
13   Steve Russell  
16   Roxanne Cromwell  
23   Oritsesholaye Tobias 
Stoutjesdijk 
24   Dieudonné Gwanmesia  
24   Catronia Ewing  
24   Elisabeth Ashu 
24   Carol de Groot–Crone 
27   Tjerk Vollema 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Nicole Chai 

(Temporary Thursday ) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

   

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

zanger@online.nl 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

Caretaking team 

Convener 

Harmen Rebel 

rebelharmen@gmail.com 

06 4503 7551 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

 Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


