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Advent 2013 

 
Dear friends 
 
One of the oldest characteristics of Christian 
community is its ‘oneness’. We belong to “One 

Holy Catholic and Apostolic” church. ‘Unity’ is the first word in this 
ancient formula of the church. The word ‘catholic’ confuses many 
people because its use in the Roman Church. That is a pity because it 
is a good word. When written with a small ‘c’ it means ‘universal’ or 
‘representative’. 
 
Jesus prayed to his Heavenly Father that we might be one but it was 
not just for his original disciples. He said, “My prayer is not for them 
alone. I pray also for those who believe in me through their message, 
that all of them may be one.” (John 17: 20-21). Many different 
denominations and new migrant churches present a challenge to 
Christ’s vision of oneness. Some explain it away by saying that Jesus 
meant spiritual rather than organizational unity. 
 
You might think that an international church would be the answer to 
this problem. After all, was not this the way it was at Pentecost (Acts 
2)? The Holy Spirit of God came down upon more than believers from 
different countries. Rather than use different languages, SICR has 
become a diverse community through what has become the world’s 
main internet language (English). 
 
International churches express openness to different faith backgrounds 
through ‘flags, food and fellowship’. With new visitors and international 
students we try to welcome everyone irrespective of their background 
or reasons for being in the Netherlands. Recently I asked the beamer 
team to project the flags of those who fill in visitor’s forms on the 
previous Sunday. 
 
International churches try to be inclusive by giving space to different 
songs, spiritualities and soups! Our services are inclusive of different 

LETTER 

from the Pastor 
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traditions and choral groups. We have different Sundays for 
different musical traditions to create a blend and allow each to 
cohabit together in one church. As well as soup lunches, our 
fellowship meals bring together many tastes and flavours. 
 
A small way that we at Scots International Church address this 
problem is to host an annual International Peace service. It is 
only a few years ago that we created a network to bring migrant 
churches into contact with one another (SKIN-Rotterdam). But I 
am concerned that we find it hard to demonstrate unity when 
our ways are different and we keep to our own traditions. 
 
In 1996 we gave public expression to our desire to be an 
international church. We modified our name but we still have a 
long way to go. Over the years not everyone has agreed with 
the vision of blended worship. A few people preferred to leave 
rather than participate in the cosmopolitan project. 
 
I often say that to belong to an international church you must be 
prepared to give up what is precious to you in your church 
background. It is challenging to belong to a diverse international 
congregation. I know that some international churches do not 
reflect that in their leadership. In our case the minister is from 
Scotland but half of our elders are from Africa and non-Western. 
 
But I hear remarks about different ways of praying – that the 
Western way is rational and reflective whereas the African is 
loud and participatory. I hear remarks about our celebration of 
Harvest – the Western way or the African way. I think that it is a 
poor witness to be absent when there is something you do not 
like. I wonder how we can experience unity-in-diversity. 
 
For an international community requires everyone to commit to 
the whole project and not just to a part of it. If you are 
committed to the international project and want to have a stake 
in its future, I ask you to commit to more of its activities and not 
just those that you fancy. I ask you to demonstrate solidarity 
and interact with that which is different or even difficult for you. 
 
Christmas is coming and I have a question for you. Are we going 
to celebrate a Dutch, Scottish, African or Chinese Christmas this 
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year… or do we create a blend? Perhaps you can suggest a 
Christmas song or something to eat together at Christmas? Then 
can we as ‘one people’ offer it to Jesus and say ‘Amen’? 
 
Your friend and minister 
 
Robert Calvert 

 
CONGREGATIONAL NOTES 

Archie is our new International Students Liaison and takes 
over from Neville who is now studying in Belgium. Archie has 
been in Rotterdam for three years and his brother Alastair 
before him. They are from Indonesia. If you like to suggest to 
the Consistory, you can contact him at 
archie.kristamuljana@hotmail.com 

Our new Sunday School Supervisor is Olaf de Zanger and 
takes over from Nyomi Cairo who will continue in our team of 
teachers. If you want to know about the Sunday School team 
from Olaf, contact him at zanger@online.nl 

Baptism – on 8 September Louise van der Meer was 
welcomed by baptism as new child-member of the church. We 
warmly congratulate her parents Frans and Wenli and assure 
them of our prayerful support. “The promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far off.” (Acts 2: 39) 

New births - Hurrah for Fayola Cairo and Benno Abadou on the 
birth of a son, Andil Yaro Cai, a sister for Malaika and a second 
grand-child for Wisteria, on 29 September! Hurrah for Emilia 
Tataw whose son Emmanuel Akem and partner gave birth to 
Emilia’s first grand-son Jan Betack. 

Remembrance - On Sunday 10 November we remember those 
who fell and suffered in wars around the world. There will be a 
bugler, piper and a minute’s silence at 11.00 during morning 
worship. Afterwards at 13.00 there will be a memorial service at 
Crooswijk cemetery. 
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Wise words – these were recently given to the minister by Mr 
Hein Reuijl…. 

“In times of change, in times of war, 

God and the sailor, we both adore. 

When war is over, and peace remitted, 

God is forgotten, and the sailor acquitted.” 

We regret to announce the death of John van der Vliet who 
was a cheery attender of this church for some years (and 
occasionally played for us on the organ). He died of cancer at 
the age of 71 and was cremated in Barendrecht on 30 
September. His brother Jan, has written, saying, “My brother 

and I have in recent months been in good contact, and I have 

spent many hours sitting on his bed, talking to him about Jesus. 

John he loved his Saviour and praised his great love and mercy. 

We prayed a lot, read from the Bible but also cried and sang. It 

is also a great miracle that he had no pain for john was often 

very sick. I was there at the end of his life on his last day when 

he slowly went to sleep with my hands in his.” 

We welcome Tyler Hillis from Tacoma to the Muller House on 
placement until January. We asked Tyler to assist us in 
developing ideas with the beamer team. 

We were delighted to meet up with Margaret Greene, daughter 
of Rev. Muir J. Haddow (our first minister after the Second World 
War). She visited us at the end of September with some friends 
from Glasgow. Rev. Jeanne Roddick, who is minister of 
Greenbank Parish Church in Glasgow, wrote, “It was wonderful 
to join with so many people from many different countries to 
worship the one Lord together – a mark of what the church is 
meant to be.” Rhoda Brash from Langside in Glasgow wrote, “I 
am writing to say a great many thanks for the overwhelming 
welcome we received last Sunday in your church. What a 
wonderful place to be!” 

For the third year in a row, the Youth Group will lead the 
morning service at the end of November. In December the 
‘family service’ with the Sunday School playing a role will be 
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one week earlier than in past years in order to accommodate 
those who go away at Christmas. On the same Sunday 15 
December you are invited back for a ‘Christmas Tea’ at 17.00 
and ‘Christmas Carol service’ at 19.00 with the Choir. 

We meet for prayer on the third Friday evening of the month at 
19.00. Bring your personal requests and also for the wider 
world. You can ask for special prayer and seek God’s strength 
for those in difficult places and circumstances. 

The Tyndale Theological Seminary course on “Old Testament 
Survey” finishes in December. Thanks to Bob Langdon for 
teaching it! Watch this space for more opportunities in 2014. 

The International Peace Service brings pastoral leaders and 
choirs from different churches next 
month. We expect people, for 
example, from the Wallonian Church 
(across the road) and German, 
Swedish and Urdu churches. We need 
your support in making everyone 
welcome in giving hospitality. The 
service starts at 19.30 and finishes 
shortly after 21.00. The guest 
preacher is ds. Aart Verburg from 
Oegstgeest. 

The Presbytery of Europe has scheduled a local review visit to 
Rotterdam for next September. As a congregation we will 
receive two ministers and two elders to visit us for the weekend 
and share our continuing story with them. 

Bible Readings 

03 November 2 Thessalonians 1 “The revelation of Christ” 

10 November 2 Thessalonians 2 “The rebellion of the Antichrist” 

17 November 2 Thessalonians 3 “The responsibility of   
   Christians” 

24 November (Youth Group leads the service) 

01 December Isaiah 2: 1-5 “Blessing and Judgement” 
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08 December Isaiah 11: 1-10 “The Rule of Christ” 

15 December Isaiah 35 “Water in the Wilderness” 

22 December Matthew 1: 18-25 “The Birth of Jesus” 

24 December Isaiah 9: 2 – 7 “The Prince of Peace” 

25 December John 1: 1-4 “The Word became Flesh” 

29 December Isaiah 63: 7-9 “Our Father God” 

 
Last month our minister was invited to 
speak to Indonesian (GKIN) 

churches and used SICR as a model 
of an old migrant church. Robert 
asked the question: “How do we 

relate in a positive way to the City 

and the World?” He said, “A danger 
that many churches, especially 
international ones, fall into is that they 
become inward-looking and consumed 
with their own concerns. They become 
like islands in the city without 
relevance to the local neighbourhood 
or other people-groups. We are not 

only to guard the Gospel but to give it away.” 

Justyna Glenbocka write about the new Mums group…. on October 
8th the Mum's group held their second meeting. Els, me (Justyna), Jetty 
and Sofie bravely talked about ourselves and what it means to be a 
mum or what the desire to have a child means for us. At the beginning 
of the meeting we thought about our expectations and ideas about 
motherhood and how they changed when we became mothers. All felt 
somehow insure and even a little stressed when we became mothers. 
At the end of the meeting we were wondering about God’s expectations 
for us as parents? The answers were very different. Personally I think 
‘God wants me to take care of my family, to make my family laugh and 
to make my family organised. How do you think what God wants from 
you as a mother? You can try to answer this question on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/mothers.SICR I've created this page for us 
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so that we might know each other in a better way. This site is also 
for those who cannot attend the group meetings. The next meeting 
is 29 October from 9.30 until 11.00 in the crèche room. Please join 
us. All mothers with their children are welcome on 12 & 26 
November, 10 December, 7 & 21 January, 4 February. 

News on the reading group… “Larkrise to Candleford” in 
November with Norma Taylor introducing and “Colours” in 
December” with Pat Ewing leading! 

 
Mission offerings – in November we 
give to SKIN (Samen Kerken In the 

Netherlands) for its support of the 
witness of migrant churches across the 
whole of the Netherlands and in 
December to Al Ahli Hospital in Gaza 
which is the Presbytery of Europe’s 
mission project for 2013-2014. 
 
 

Congregational Diary 

November 

03 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir 

05 Tuesday  19.45  Consistory (Church House) 

06 Wednesday  19.00  Alpha Course: “How does God guide us?” 

07 Thursday  19.00  “Friends” student café 

10 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Remembrance service, Sonrise 

   12.00  Soup Lunch 

   19.30  International Peace Service 

12 Tuesday  09.30  Mums’ book group (Crèche room) 

13 Wednesday  19.00  Alpha Course: “Who is the Holy Spirit?” 

15 Friday   19.30  Congregational Prayer (Lower Hall) 
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17 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Choir 

19 Tuesday  19.45  Council (Lower Hall) 

20 Wednesday  19.00  Alpha Course: “How can I resist evil?” 

24 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Youth Service, Joyful Singers 

26 Tuesday  09.30  Mums’ Book group (Crèche room) 

27 Wednesday  19.00  Alpha Course: “How can I tell others?” 

29 Friday   12.30  Reading group (Crèche room) 

December 

01 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Communion, Choir, Advent 1 

04 Wednesday  19.00  Alpha Course: “Does God heal today?” 

05 Thursday  19.00  “Friends” student cafe 

08 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Sonrise, Advent 2 

   12.00  Soup Lunch 

10 Tuesday  09.30  Mums’ book group (Crèche room) 

11 Wednesday  19.00  Alpha Course: “What about the church?” 

15 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Family Service, Choir, Advent 3 

   17.00  Christmas Tea (Lower Hall) 

   19.00  Christmas Carol Service 

18 Wednesday  19.00  Alpha Course: “How do I live my life?” 

20 Friday   12.30  Reading group (Crèche room)   

   19.30  Congregational Prayer (Lower Hall) 

22 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers, Advent 4 

24 Tuesday  19.30  Christmas Eve Service 
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25 Wednesday  10.30  Christmas Day service 

29 Sunday  10.30  Worship 

January 

05 Sunday  10.30.  Worship, Communion, Choir 
 

DENIS GALLOWAY BACK IN CHURCH, 

THANKS FOR PRAYERS AND WELL WISHES! 
 
A tall broad shouldered English gentleman sitting at the left side of 
the aisle, towards the front, with his lovely Scottish wife is not easily 
overlooked. This is Denis 
Galloway, who hardly misses 
a service and is always 
accompanied by his wife 
Jean. Denis, together with 
others, played a major role 
in the overall maintenance of 
our church building last 
year. 
 
However, towards the end of 
our 370th anniversary 
service, on Sunday 15th 
September, when the choir 
was singing, Denis suddenly 
became unwell. He slumped 
in his seat while a sort of 
stroke rendered him 
unconscious. People around him noticed and responded immediately 
to this emergency. Physician Margriet van Overbeeke and Harmen 
Rebel were at his side and assisted him while the emergency services 
were being called. The minister, who had been sitting behind the 
singing choir was informed and called for the sanctuary to be 
evacuated. This happened very ordered and disciplined as the 
congregation had practised a fire drill some time ago. 
Emergency services including ambulance, police and fire brigade were 
on the scene in minutes and took Denis who had regained 
consciousness to the Erasmus Medical Centre. 

F.l.t.r.: Hunter Smith, Liz van der Velden, Denis 

Galloway and Jean Galloway. 
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There he underwent several tests and received treatment to 
overcome his partly paralysis and other discomforts. He was 
later taken to Antonius Revalidation Centre in IJsselmonde, 
Rotterdam where he was put on strenuous daily exercises for 
several weeks. 
 
Sooner than expected Denis was back in church on Sunday 20th 
October, five weeks after taken out on a stretcher. Though he 
was still using a rollater, his handshake had a strong grip and 
his mode was upbeat, with his wife beaming by his side, as can 
be seen in the picture. 
 
Jean sent the following message to the Herald: “Jean and Denis 

would like to thank everyone who helped on the day Denis took 

ill in church. Since then the many phone calls cards and 

prayers and not forgetting the hospital visits overwhelmed us. 

Thank you all very much.” 

 
Of course all of us including Denis and Jean say ‘Thank you 
Lord for Denis’ recovery!’ 
 
By Ato Bob, Editor Herald 

 

SICR’s 370th anniversary and WdW 

 
If you were around during the weekend of 13th to 15th 
September, you know what the above title refers to, but let me 
explain anyway. 
First things first, on the 15th of September 2013 the Scots 
International Church Rotterdam 
celebrated its 370th anniversary 
with a Worship Service, followed 
by an International Lunch. The 
title of the sermon was “We are 
sailing on stormy waters”, 
referring to Acts 27: 1- 44. Part 
of the service was the 
confirmation of two nineteen 
year old girls, Sharon Cromwell 
and Sherretta Opoku-Polley. 
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After the service food from a variety of countries formed a delicious 
mouth-watering buffet in the Lower Hall, to the excitement and 
enjoyment of attending church members and visitors. The ‘Tea 
Garden’ was open as well and the good weather drew many from 
inside and outside. 
 
Indirectly related to the 370th was the visit of Margaret Greene, 
daughter of late Rev. J. Muir Haddow, the first minister of the Scots 
Church in Rotterdam, after the Second World War. She was in the 
Worship Service on Sunday 29th September, together with our longest 
residing member Janette van de Ben, who, coincidentally, looked after 
infant Margaret. 
 
De ’Wereld van Witte de With’ (WdW) is the annual cultural festival of 
the Witte de With quarter in Rotterdam at a stone throw’s distance 
from SICR. This takes place over the second weekend in September 
and the SICR participated as we did in some previous years, this time 
with the event name “Light up the Fire”, with activities on the Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. 
 
We started off on Friday evening 13th September with a Music Night 
featuring as host Judy Blank, best singer-songwriter in 2012. She 
introduced Stephanie Francke, 
saxophonist, who won the prestigious 
Erasmus music prize last year. Also in 
attendance were Soul-lady Diona Fox 
and her ragdolls, which foursome 
received a lot of enthusiastic support. 
As we were part of the published WdW 
festival, visitors drifted in and out of the 
church for music in the sanctuary and 
drinks and display of our history in the 
Lower Hall. 
 
Saturday 14th September we co-hosted 
the ‘Pakistani Sports Party’ together 
with the ‘Diwa Foundation’. They are 
one of our mission partners, supporting 
education for children of poor Brick Kiln 
workers in Pakistan. The activities 
included a cricket match, table tennis 
on the sports square behind the church, 
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a barbeque and Bhangra dancing to the sound of a big drum. 
‘The Garden Wall Mosaic’ held an Open Studio in the attic of the 
Church House on the Saturday and Sunday, attracting many 
visitors from near and far. There were those from the Cool 
neighbourhood, those attending the WdW, but also visiting the 
‘Open monuments Day’ which included our neighbour the 
Wallonian Church. 
 
Overall it was a very busy weekend, especially for the number 
of volunteers from our church, who enjoyed serving and were 
encouraged by the response, even though the attendance was 
at times minimal. It can also be seen as a mission investment 
with blessings put in store. 
 
Editor Herald. 

 

 

CALLING ALL COOKS! (LAST ONE) 

 

In the past our church has made and sold several cookery books. 

Stocks are almost depleted and we are thinking about a new project. 

We envisage a collection of recipes that reflect the international 

character of our congregation as we are now. Also, our eating patterns 

and the kind of food we eat has changed from say, 25 years ago, and 

a new cookery book would be more usable for the present time. 

We would LOVE to receive your favourite recipes – what you think is 

plain everyday food might be adventurous, exotic and exciting to your 

neighbour in the pew. Our only requirements are:  

1) write your recipe in English in the following format: list all 

ingredients first, in METRIC measurements, oven temperatures in 

Centigrade, and then describe the method. Include how many servings 

the quantity given makes (approximately). Give serving suggestions if 

appropriate. 

2) the ingredients must be available in Dutch shops (if only specialist 

stores sell the ingredient then maybe include the name or the kind of 

shop so that others will know where to look: general supermarkets, 

toko, african grocery store etc. or give alternative ingredients that can 

be obtained here and that give similar results) 
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3) it would be nice to include your name, and the country of origin of 

your and your recipe 

4) Please note that if you want to include a picture of your dish, make 

sure it is your own photograph and not something swiped off the 

internet. The same goes for the recipe itself. Copyright laws apply even 

for small publications like this one. 

5) send to georgeross@home.nl as a Word file or give it written on paper 

to George or Wil Ross in the bookstall, before December 1, 2013. 

George and Wil Ross. 

HUMOR 

On a tombstone in Thurmont, Maryland: 
 

"Here lies an atheist, all dressed up and no place to go." 

 
______________ 

 
On a tombstone in England:  

 
"Remember man, as you walk by, 

As you are now, so once was I. 

As I am now, So shall you be.  

Remember this and follow me. 

 
Someone wrote the following reply on the tombstone: 

 
"To follow you, I'll not consent, 

Until I know which way you went." 

 
Bookstall 

New items: 
 
Badge Church of Scotland 

(Burning bush) 15 mm. € 

1,50 

Plastic cover note pad with 

ballpoint (80 x 105 mm) € 

1,50 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Scots International Church Rotterdam 

Schiedamsevest 121 
3012 BH Rotterdam 

The Netherlands 
Tel 010 412 47 79 scotsintchurch@cs.com Giro/ING 175187 
Fax 010 412 57 09 www.scotsintchurch.com SKG 699642620 

November: 

01  Bob Hensen 
01  Boluwatif Mary Kisters 
02  Gilberto Fleming  
02  Betty Polley  
02  Ann-Lynne Bouwman 
05  Irene van Ginkel  
06  Wil Ross  
09  Sow Kheen-Elizabeth Dorn-Lee 
15  Elizabeth Adzra  
17  Denis Galloway  
21  Eunelda Cairo  
24  Meriam van der Velden  
 
 
 
 

December: 
 

01  Daniel Calvert  
03  Rebecca Taylor  
16  Toluwani Kisters  
17  Menen Tesema-Betre  
17  James Essel  
19  Richmond Mensah  
22  Janette van de Ben  
23  Doreen Asare-Awuku 
24  Pam Russell-Knott  
24  Isabella Snoeren 
25  Christa Jacobs 
26  Esther Abang 
26  Sophie Tataw 
28  Robin Atu-Poku 
28  Brian Essel 
31  Calvin Ruvdberg 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Nicole Chai 

(Temporary Thursday ) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

   

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2462 0438 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 

Olaf de Zanger 

zanger@online.nl 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

Caretaking team 

Convener 

Harmen Rebel 

rebelharmen@gmail.com 

06 4503 7551 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

 Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


