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Dear friends 
 
Why do people fish? “To catch fish.” Why did some of 
Jesus’ disciples leave their fishing work to catch men 
instead? “Jesus told them to.” But Jesus did much 
more than that. He showed them how to catch men in 
urban Galilee. He prepared them to visit, explain and 
serve. A famous Chinese proverb says: Give a man a 

fish and he will eat for a day. Teach a man to fish 
and he will eat for the rest of his life. Training 
enables people to do for themselves what they 
previously relied upon others to do.  
 
During this spring quarter, we offer training for the 
Consistory (elders) and Council (deacons and elders). 
There are English language courses on offer from Pam 
Russell on Thursday mornings and Dutch for beginners 
with Harry Jonckheere on Thursday mornings. All 
these courses take place in the Church House. I 
propose that we start three new ones. Let me tell you 
about them. 
 
The Alpha course has already begun on 14 February. 
On Thursday evenings, this ‘tried and tested’ evening 
of food and fellowship, teaching and discussion, 
enables Christianity to become accessible to all kinds 

LETTER 

 

from the Pastor 
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of people. Older members of the church have also told 
me how useful it was to participate in it.  
A course on urban ministry is based on a course I 
teach every year at Tyndale Theological Seminary in 
Amsterdam. It is designed to develop a new social and 
theological awareness of cities, its citizens and 
understand the global changes taking place. Does faith 
survive or change the city? How can we be more 
effective? This will take place on Wednesday evenings 
from March to April. 
 
A course on pastoral counseling is also being offered 
because several church members asked for help in 
developing counseling skills. Running from April to May, 
this pastoral counseling course can run on Saturday 
mornings. It will be great for anyone wanting biblical 
knowledge as well skills in listening and in supporting 
people in emotional or spiritual difficulties.  
 
At Easter we tell how the risen Christ appeared to his 
disciples after helping them to make an amazing catch 
of fish before he ate with them. Someone once said that 
the church likes to keep an aquarium than to catch fish! 
The best fishermen are not those who read books about 
it but those who are prepared to 
get their feet wet. It involves 
making an effort and saying “Will 
you come to church with me?” or 
“Why don’t you try the Alpha 
course?”  So far as I know, no fish 
has been caught by sitting in an 
armchair!  
 
Your friend and minister 
Robert Calvert  
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Congregational notes 
 

Pray for one another 

The prayer network could encourage prayer for 
personal needs in the congregation of SICR, church 
initiatives and on important issues the world is facing. 
We also regularly pray for people on their own, in 
hospital or going on long journeys and perhaps 
birthdays in the week ahead. Using e-mail, we hope 
to be better connected, informed and encouraged to 
pray for the church and the world we live in. We want 
to share specific information as far as we are able to, 
but not personal details that should be regarded as 
confidential. If you feel called or able to be part of 
this SICR Prayer Network and actively pray for one 
another, please send to Wilma Paton at 
pray.sicr@gmail.com – or leave a note in the prayer 
box in the church entrance. 
 
New elders and deacons 

This year Molly Foster and Willemijn Gwanmesia 
are stepping down as elders and we have nominated 
Harry Jonckheere and Esther Abang to take their 
places on the Consistory. Olaf de Zanger has 
completed twelve years as a deacon which is a quite 
outstanding achievement. Olaf will stand down as a 
deacon along with Samuel Enow, Chinedum Koka 
and the Council nominated Molly Foster, Harmen 
Rebel, Bridget Teisman and Frieda Enow to take 
up vacancies for deacons. These nominations were 
approved at the AGM on 24th February. 
 
New members 

In December and January we welcomed the following 
as new members: Nicole Ng (Malaysia), Frans & 
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Wenli van der Meer (NL / China), Joanne Tsi 
(Taiwan), Christine Jingjing Liang (Shanghai, China), 
Allen Foster & Evangeline Gnanaraj (India), Joshua B. 
Mabe (Ghana), Darell Aimule Osaretin (Nigeria), 
Hilary Mugisha (Uganda), Baltazari Sumari (Tanzania) 
Cynthia Steward & James Christian (Nigeria), Marisa 
Branao Silva (Brazil), Alan Holloway (England), Eva 
Agana (Ghana), Charles S. Sakyi (Kenya), Paul & Tilly 
Criss (USA) and Ola Idima Kalu (Nigeria). 
 
Mission Offerings 

The “Consistory Fund” a fund set up for distribution 
by the elders similar to one that began in the very 
earliest days of this congregation in 1643 to support 
needy people (such as orphans and seafarers). 
connected with the congregation. Recently there had 
been heavy commitments on it and in March we will 
take up a missionary offering for it. Members of the 
congregation can also contribute to it through piggy 
banks – just ask the minister for one!  The following 
mission offerings are taken up on the first Sunday of 
the month after the Communion service. 
 
 March Consistory Fund (for diaconal support in 
   Rotterdam) 
 April  St. Diwa, Workers’ Education in   
   Pakistan  (Shalla Gill) 
 May  Aids Orphans Education in Cameroon 
   (Ma  Flo) 
 
Course in Urban mission 

Having taught a course on urban evangelism in 
Amsterdam over the last five years, the minister has 
been asked to offer it in Rotterdam. If you are 
interested in a certificated course from Tyndale 



Page 6 THE HERALD 

 Seminary, it will 
take six Wednesday 
evenings. The 
course runs from 
March to April and 
the text book costs 
12 euros. In mid-

April it could include a visit to Vienna or Cluj. 
 
Course in Pastoral counseling 
Several members of the church have asked for 
guidance in counseling. The minister has asked 
pastor Rose Fer to assist him and Paul Criss who 
recently completed such a course in Tyndale 
Seminary. If you are interested in a certificated 
course from Tyndale Seminary, it will take six 
Saturday mornings. The course runs from April to 
May. Sign up or e-mail if you would like to join.  
 
18-25s and the European Youth Presbytery 

Anyone interested in forming a group for 18-25s, 
speak with the minister or to Eugene Ng. The 
European Youth Presbytery which met in 
Regensburg, Germany, over 15-17 February was 
attended by four of our congregation between the 
ages of 18-25.  
 
 
Link with Steeple Church Dundee 
In November fourteen members (including two 
elders) from this congregation enjoyed a visit to 
Dundee. Further exchange visits are planned to help 
us all get to know each other better. One of the 
common links between the two churches is the 
“World Made Flesh” project. You may recall that 
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Anne-Marie Fleming has already volunteered some time 
there! Dr. Katy Daniels from Dundee says that 
accommodation can be arranged for those who don’t want 
to make own arrangements. A good time to visit Galati 
would be the second half of July (from 16th July). The 
benefits of going to Galati include: 
 
• Learn about Romania and its history together with the 

challenges the city of Galati is facing 
• Discover how the “Word Made Flesh” project works and 

participate in daily community life  
• Get involved with children’s such as arts/crafts, games, 

trips and help out with garden work 
• Visit a new project in one of the nearby villages and 

see Bucharest, mountains or Black Sea 
•  
The American organization that the project in Galati is part 
of: http://www.wordmadeflesh.org/ 
The English version (website is being updated) contains 
useful information: http://wmfromania.com 
 
Guest preachers 

In March we warmly welcome two friends of our minister, 
Rev. John Chapman, Chaplain for International Churches 
in the Diocese of London, and Mark Garavaglio, President 
of Tyndale Theological Seminary, to preach in the 10.30 
service.  
 
World Day of Prayer  
A service on “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” 
involving St. Mary’s Anglican Church, Christ our Redeemer 
Roman Catholic Church and Holland Methodist Church takes 
place here on Friday 1st March at 19.30. All welcome! 
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CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 

MARCH 

03 Sunday  10.30 Worship, Communion,   

      Choir, Guest preacher:   

      John Chapman 

05 Tuesday  19.45 Consistory meeting  

06 Wednesday 19.30  Urban course (1): “How to  

      read the city” 

07 Thursday  19.00 Alpha course: “Why & how  

      do I pray?”  

10 Sunday  10.30 Worship, Sonrise 

13 Wednesday 19.30  Urban course (2) “The   

      Bible and the city” 

14 Thursday  19.00 Alpha course: “Why & how do I 

      read the bible?” 

15 Friday  16.30  Wedding 

17  Sunday  10.30 Worship, Choir, Guest preacher: 

      Mark Garavaglio 

19 Tuesday  19.45 Council meeting 

21 Thursday  19.00 Alpha course: “How does God  

      guide us?” 

20 Wednesday 19.30  Urban course (3): “The   

     church in the city” 
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23 Saturday  10.00 Council training 

24 Sunday  10.30 Worship, Palm Sunday,   

     Joyful Singers, Luke 19: 28-40 

27 Wednesday 19.30  Urban course (4): “Skills and  

      strategies for the city” 

29 Friday  19.30  Good Friday service 

30 Saturday  10.00  Alpha Course conference: “The 

      Holy  Spirit” 

31  Sunday  09.00 Easter Sunday breakfast 

    10.30  Worship, Family service,   

      baptism, Luke 24: 1-12 

 

APRIL 

03 Wednesday 19.30  Urban course (5): “Facing 

conflict       in the city” 

04 Thursday  19.00 Alpha course: “How do I resist 

      evil?” 

06 Saturday  10.00 Counselling course (1) 

07  Sunday  10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir,  

      John 20 

09 Tuesday  19.45 Consistory meeting  

10 Wednesday 19.30  Urban course (6): “Leaders for 

      city ministries” 
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11 Thursday  19.00 Alpha course: “Why & how  

      should I tell others?” 

13 Saturday  10.00 Counselling course (2) 

14  Sunday  10.30 Worship, Sonrise, John 21 

18 Thursday  19.00  Alpha course: “Does God  

      eal today?” 

20 Saturday   10.00  Counselling course (3) 

21  Sunday  10.30 Worship, Choir, preacher:  

      George Airomwanbor 

23  Tuesday  19.45  Council meeting 

25 Thursday  19.00  Alpha course: “What about  

      the church?” 

27 Saturday  10.00 Counselling course (4) 

28 Sunday  10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers,   

      Habakkuk 1 

MAY 

01 Wednesday 19.30  Urban course (7) 

02 Thursday  9.00  Alpha course: “How can I  

      make the most of my life?” 

04 Saturday  10.00  Counselling course (5) 

05 Sunday  10.30 Worship, Communion,   

      Choir, Habakkuk 2 

11 Saturday  10.00  Counselling course (6) 
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12 Sunday  10.30 Worship, Sonrise,   

      Habakkuk 3 

N.B.   

Wednesdays  10.30  Dutch language for beginners & 

      ‘Mamre’ 

Thursdays  09.00  English language classes &   

     ‘Voedselbank’ 

‘clouds in my coffee’ and ‘flowers in your 

hair’ 
Remember these songs, but who serves 

the coffee and brings the flowers? 

We need people to help with hospitality 

after the service in the lower hall. 

Can you serve coffee and tea once a 

while or do you 

have something 

to celebrate? 

Hospitality is 

now co-

ordinated by our Regina Pariury. 

Speak to her or sign up on the list 

or call her at 06-1944 3449 or mail 

pariury@yahoo.com. 

There are few Sundays when there 

are no flowers on the altar. If you 

like to change that, sign up on the flower list and show us 

your flower arrangement. 
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Het Project op Zuid - Kerk op de Kop 

This March it will be exactly a year when Hendrik Klaver started as a 

church pioneer at the ‘Kop van 

Zuid’ on behalf of the PKN 

(Protestant Churches in The 

Netherlands). The ‘Kop van 

Zuid’ is the spectacular new 

development area just across 

the Erasmus Bridge along the 

Maas River. The slanting KPN 

building, the New Luxor 

Theatre, the Maas Tower 

skyscraper, the Cruise 

Terminal, are all adding to the changing Rotterdam-Zuid skyline. 

The PKN Rotterdam-Zuid and the Missionary Work and Church Growth 

of the PKN saw the ‘Kop van Zuid’ as a place for church pioneering.  

This was started with the hope that this would develop into a new 

Intercultural Christian Community on the ‘Kop van Zuid’, where many 

young professionals live. 

Hendrik Klaver worked before as youth and family worker in the 

Anglican church of Pittsmoor near Sheffield, England. Hendrik, his wife 

Mavis and their young son Hein visited our church last year. 

Meanwhile they just had another son Mika Shingarai last January. 

Understandably it took a while to make contact with the local 

community of ‘Kop van Zuid’ to get their trust and find out whether 

they were interested in religious matters at all. It took Faith, Hope 

and Love, but there is now an active interest in starting a church and 

the Launching Group brainstormed and prayed before coining the new 

name: ‘Het Project op Zuid – Kerk op de Kop’ . 

Stephen Dekker joined Hendrik as a networker in the fall of last year 

and together they continue God’s work not far from where our church 

is across the river. 
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Finally you should know that some people of our church are 

involved in helping the ‘Kerk op de Kop’ as well as with another 

emerging protestant church ICF in Gouda. 

 

Nacht der Kerken 21st – 23rd June 2013  

Any ideas how we will take part? 

This year will be the fourth 

time that the ‘Nacht der 

Kerken’ will be held in The 

Netherlands since 2007. This 

event started in Dresden 

Germany and has now 

become a biennial tradition in 

many European cities 

including in the Netherlands. 

The Scots International Church participated in 2011 with 

offering visitors a peek into the past. Church members dressed 

in specially made clothes of the period told the audience what 

the church was like then. In 2009 we offered a Djembe 

workshop and a taste of the Gaelic language, while in 2007, if I 

am right, the Joyful Singers entertained people.  

What will it be in 2013? There has been a first meeting of 

churches in which it was decided that the churches in the 

centre of Rotterdam would have ‘a Sixth Sense’ as theme. 

Three churches being situated near each other decided to do 

share the preparing of a three course meal. We could do that, 

asking the Russian Orthodox and Wallonian Church to join us 

in…………?  

Do you have any ideas and like to be part of the organizing 

team? Speak to the minister or an elder! 
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Outline summaries of sermons by Robert 

Calvert on the life of JOSEPH  

Genesis 37: From out of the Pit 

Joseph was cast into a dark pit by his own brothers. There are 

two kinds of loneliness. There is that where we find ourselves 

cast aside and we become bitter and full of self-pity. The other 

kind is a healing solitude or “homesickness for God”, a longing or 

aching planted in the heart by God where the only cure to that is 

to be at home alone with God. In solitude we may hear the voice 

of God.  

 

Genesis 39: Testify in the Workplace 

We learn from Joseph that no matter where we may be, we are 

to use the gifts that God has given us for the good of those about 

us and to the glory of the God who gave them to us. We read 1 

Peter 4:10… “Each one should use whatever gift he has received 

to serve others” This is Christian stewardship. 

Genesis 40: When Life Forgets us 

In the school of endurance, God was preparing Joseph for a 

greater role in the future. Joseph had overcome treachery (37), 

temptation (39) and disappointment (40) where he is let down by 

a friend. Endurance rather than escapism where at times of 

greatest weakness we learn to rely upon Christ and not on 

ourselves. 

Gen. 41: From Prisoner to Prime 

Minister 

Joseph created a world food bank which 

ensured bread for the world. In the bible, 

everyone is a full-time minister. What is God 

raising you for? The chances are that what 

you are doing now is not the purpose of your 
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life but simply the setting in which God is eveloping you. God is 

still raising statesmen and stateswomen from the church to tackle 

the world’s problems. 

Genesis 42-43: Healing for the world 

How did Joseph overcome the temptation to resentment and 

bitterness? He was helped by love for a young brother who was 

too powerless to have let him down. The story encourages us to 

believe that in our own lives too that not only can we can 

overcome bitterness but that we can become the road to healing 

for others around us in the world. How does faith relate to the 

world where we are going through a kind of famine of austerity? If 

you work in the market-place, how does your faith and values 

relate to economics and the business world? 

Gen. 44-45: Choice, Chance or Providence?  

Life can be understood according to Chance, Choice or Christ. The 

story of Joseph illustrates the difference that providence of God in 

Christ can make. Remember Augustine’s description of our lives 

like a chicken yard full of random tracks crisscrossing this way 

apparently in total confusion? We read Rom. 8: 28 & with the eyes 

of faith, we discover that our lives take on a pattern and a 

direction as if led by a loving hand, the unseen hand of God.  

Genesis 46 – 47 “Seize the day!” 

Joseph serves as a model on how to live as a foreigner in an 

adopted country. He seized the day in serving his family, his 

adopted country and his God. He makes his boss rich, feeds the 

Egyptians and other foreigners. He makes time and space for his 

family and his aging father. The reaction of the Egyptians to his 

initiative is one of undying loyalty and another way in which the 

figure of Joseph is a type of Christ. This is a picture of commitment 

to Jesus Christ. 
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First Scots Church “After Work Dinner 

Show” Sparkled and Sizzled 
More than fifty of us, with guests from the 

neighbourhood, gathered in the lower hall 

on Friday 25 January for a sparkling evening 

of wonderful food and entertainment.  

Professional entertainer, Peter Vlietstra, 

added the sparkle of his piano and singing 

performance, as well as hosting the 

evening’s entertainment and ensuring 

everyone’s participation with his lively 

interactive numbers. Peter set the mood of 

the show by setting up the stage lighting, 

with George Tettey on 

sound. 

The event began with the 

sizzle of a delicious Indian 

buffet of colourful, spicy, 

and delicious vegetable 

dishes, bolstered by a 

chicken curry for the 

carnivores present. Erna 

Booman used recipes from 

a famous Swiss restaurant, 

and was only able to stay 

until it was all prepared and 

set out – she rushed home 

to husband, Fred, who had 

taken ill. She missed the 

enjoyment of seeing her 

creations demolished with 

enthusiasm. The meal was 



Page 17 THE HERALD 

topped off in style during the pause in the programme with an 

impressive array of tasty – and 

beautiful – desserts prepared by 

Pam Russell, ably assisted by 

husband, Steve, who also led the 

volunteer kitchen and clean-up 

crew. The Fleming sisters, 

Jennifer and Cindel ably 

manned the bar during the whole 

evening. 

Robert Calvert entertained us with 

a Robbie Burns poem, as part of his 

welcome. Some of the sparkle in the 

programme resulted from tears in 

many eyes during the heart-

wrenching poem by Evelyn about 

the death of an African mother and 

baby, and Dorothy continued with 

the nostalgic theme, combining her 

poetic contribution with the ever-

nostalgic “Island in the Sun” and  

“Che Sera Sera – by Doris Day”. The 

varied programme featured musical 

numbers, with performances by Irene 

and Margriet on guitar and flute, with 

Alan Foster on the piano. A piano duet 

by Jan Hendrik v.d.Kamp and Netty 

Dijkstra, Emma de Zanger, 

accompanied by Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp, 

and Allan Holloway, with his popular 

classical piano pieces, continued with 

the nostalgic theme. This soon turned 

to sizzle when Esther and Kelis 

spontaneously added a rousing drum 
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number to a jam performance. Our very own professional 

rapper, de Mack, was home briefly from his European tour and 

his performance certainly added sizzle and a resounding finale 

to a very successful programme. 

The event was inspired by Robert Calvert,  several of those 

present were so caught up in the enthusiasm, that they 

regretted not signing up to perform, lending promise of an even 

bigger event the next time. Don’t miss it! 

Carol de Groot, February 2012 

COMMUNITY PROJECT FOR “HEMELVAART” 

In building healthy and strong relationships in the local 

neighbourhood around the church, we seek to demolish 

part of the garden wall and replace it with a good looking 

'see-through' fence. The tea garden is planned to start-up 

again as the sunlight and better weather comes in the 

spring. We like to give it more publicity and find more 

volunteers. Dorothee van der Veer of “Serve the City 

Rotterdam” has offered their resources to assist in this 

project around the Hemelvaart or Ascension Day holiday 

weekend.  To create an attractive and meaningful mural or 

mosaic on the other garden wall, we may organize an 

interactive day of design and artwork. 

FIRE DRILL  
In compliance with the Fire 

Service, we tested the fire 

alarm at the end of the 

service before the AGM on 24 

February. All areas of the 

church were checked but we 

did not stay outside for long 
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Birthdays in the month of  

MARCH 
01   Licia Knoester                        
01   Gifty Dziwhorshie                   
02   Adje Acquaah     
03   Nyomi Cairo    
03   Fayola Cairo 
03   Wyatt Kamara   
03   Patience Takem 
04   Quinten Massicott 
07   Gabriella Balke-Budai                                     
08   Emma de Zanger  
09   Dorothy A. Kingsale  
10   Aletia Baiye 
10   Nelly Schonewille                                 
11   Annemarie Fleming                                      
12   Sijmen Griesdoorn  
12   Faith Abunum                                   
13   Maxine Fleming   
13   Esther Hensen-
 Gwanmesia 
19   Jim Taylor   
20   Marie Jose Schonewille                
22   Feline Griesdoorn                                        
23   Helen Tesema   
24   Kwena Koka    
26   Wilma Paton                                          

28   Wyatt Kamara                                                
29   Martin Asare-Awuku    
29   Margaret Asemota 
29   Molly Foster                             
30   Jane Stoutjesdijk 
31   Eric  Schouwink                                              
APRIL 
04   Felix Dirk Knoester 
06   Esinam Dzisworshie                        
07   Pelle Brits    
09   Caroline Kudlička   
10   Ian Thomas Calvert 
10   Elizabeth Baiye 
10   Karen Baiye 
10 George Tettey                         
13   Olaf de Zanger   
15   Tina de Groot                             
17   Gladys Acquah  
17   Frank Knoester                              
18   George Ross                                   
19   Emmanuel Asare-Awuku 
22   James Donald Howe 
23   Oritsesegbemi Jethro 
 Stoutjesdijk 
26   Michellijne van Putten                          
27   Joke Cromwell                                
28   Robert Ewing 

as it was still snowing! For future 

reference, there are multiple exit 

doors from the front entrance and 

stairwell for the electric lift as well 

as the back door beside the crèche.  
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Ruth Kraaij 

(Thursday morning) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

info@acpcontrols.nl 

tel: 010 412 4779 or 

06 25538320   

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Thomas Tanyi Besong 

ttbesong@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2205 9748 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

 

Sunday School 

Nyomi Cairo 

lovelync@hotmail.com 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Secretary to the Council 

George Ariomwanbor 

georgeairos@yahoo.com  

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

 Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


