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My dear friends 
 
The church in the city is in the front-line of the spiritual 
battle. In military terms the church is the command 
centre where troops are trained to engage with the 
enemy. In commercial terms the church is the high-
street store that brings the goods that consumers seek. 
In social terms it is family home where its various 
members are shaped and nurtured. In the central 
Rotterdam the Scots International Church is there to 
support (and to make) followers of Jesus Christ. We 
proclaim Christ as the Lord and Saviour that all people in 
the world need. (Next month the Alpha course is an 
excellent way to introduce them to Jesus and people 
from this church.) 
 
Recently we welcomed new members of the church. We 
ask all followers of Jesus to make five vows. One of them 
is: “I promise to give a fitting proportion of my time, 
talents and money for the Church’s work in the world.” I 
hope that you have received the ‘Stewardship’ cards 
(either in the post or picked up from the church). The 
New Year offers time to review and re-assess how in 
2013 our time, talents and money can be used to make a 
big difference.  
 
How is your time spent? How much time do you spend 
sleeping, working or playing? Do you get enough physical 
exercise? Do you get enough spiritual input and 

LETTER 

 

from the Pastor 
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exercise? Could you give time either to some regular 
activity in the church or to a one-off project? 
 
How are your talents used? How could you use them to 
strengthen the witness and work of the church? The bible 
encourages us to be aware of and exercise our gifts for 
others. There is no virtue in being coy or shy about using 
talents that God gave us for the benefit of others. 
 
How is your money spent? There are certain items that we 
cannot easily change but we can decide what to save for 
and who to bless with a regular gift or a ‘one-off’ blessing. 
For all Christians, as a general rule, 10% of our money 
should go to the church or its wider mission.   
 
In this congregation “the church’s work in the world” 
involves the following: 
1. Relationships in city and country (tea garden, 

‘bestuur’, Mamre and SKIN) 
2. Overseas mission projects emanating from 

relationships in this congregation 
3. Support of the Presbytery of Europe and the Church 

of Scotland 
Your regular financial gifts support the considerable costs 
of a minister and city-centre premises. This is the second 
year that we have not had to ask for a subsidy fron the 
denomination. (This means that the Church of Scotland 
can support other more needy churches.) Expenditure on 
the church building over the last year has seen great 
improvements and we have premises that can be used for 
community and city groups as well as the congregation. If 
we had more resources, we could build a fund for ‘rainy 
days’ (what the book of Genesis describes as days of 
famine) or new developments.  
 
This is a task of resource management. Prayerfully 
consider how to manage your time, talents and money. 
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Send in your stewardship card to the church, offering plate 
or prayer box in the church entrance. It will be treated in 
confidence by a team from the Consistory but remember 
that ultimately that the whole of our lives are lived coram 

Deo (before the face of God). 
 
Your friend and minister  
Robert Calvert 
 

Congregational Notes 
 
New members and baptisms  

In December we baptized Cesar Paco, the new-born son of 
Helena & Gerard van Haendal (and brother to Ofelia) who 
was born on 14 Nov. in Epinac, France, and Elsie Ugochi 
Hannah James, the daughter of Cynthia Steward and 
Christian James who recently joined this congregation.  
 
On Sunday 16 December we welcomed new members to 
the congregation: Nicole Ng (China), Frans and Wenli van 
der Meer (Netherlands/China), Christine Liang (China), 
Allen Foster India), Evangeline Gnanaraj (India), Joshua 
Mabe (Ghana), Darell Osaretin (Nigeria), Hilary Mugisha 
(Uganda), Baltazari Sumari (Tanzania) and Cynthia 
Steward and Christian James (Nigeria). In mid-January we 
will welcome others to the church family who not available 
then – including Alan Holloway (England). We particularly 
celebrate the occasion of Joanne Tsai (Taiwan) who has 
been coming to discipleship meetings on Thursdays, on 
her baptism and joining the church for the first time. 
 
Bible readings on Sundays 

We start 2013 with a Covenant service (in the tradition of 
John Wesley) when we renew our vows before God. In 
January and February we offer a series of sermons on the 
Joseph from the book of Genesis. Best known for his coat 
of many colours, Joseph’s life is a wonderful illustration of 
how God brings good out of evil.  
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6 January  Isaiah 60 
13 January Genesis 37 
20 January Genesis 39 
27 January Genesis 40 
3 February Genesis 41 
10 February Genesis 42 
17 February Genesis 43-44 
24 February Genesis 45-47 
Notes for bible readers 
After a recent conversation with bible readers, we 
recommend the following: 
 
• Take your time but read slowly, pronouncing each 

word 
• Don’t read out any ‘headings’ as they only interrupt 

the flow 
•  Read the text over to yourself before just to get the 

sense of it 
• Breathe from your diaphragm to facilitate relaxation 

and provide more air 
 
News from friends of SICR 
Shahbaz Ali writes from Sweden: “I feel you will be glad to 
meet me again because I think you will find me better and 
more improved in Christianity. I am always thinking about 
that first day I went to our church and you took my hand, 
never let me be lost… It is my good luck that I was in a 
Protestant Church first time in my life so I could 
understand religion…God took my hand and blesse me 
with many new nice friends.” 
Andrei Popirda writes from Romania: “I will go to study in 
France at the University of Strabourg. I want to say thank 
you for everything. I think the Erasmus placement was the 
first step to my career. I will remember you always.” 
Mark MacLeod writes from Scotland: “I’ll be in Lewis for 
Christmas, along with my folks, then fly out to Alaska on 
28-29 December, to return on 10 January, refreshed and 
renewed to face the new academic semester! I would be 
glad to hear how things went in Dundee!” 
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Romanian students 

This year will be the fourth year in succession that we 
receive two candidates for the priesthood of the Romanian 
Orthodox Church on placement. Enache Petru Cornel and 
Cuichi-Luca Alexandru will come for three months from 
the end of February to May on an Erasmus training 
agreement.  
 
Urban ministry course  
In February Robert Calvert will teach a course on urban 
ministry at Tyndale Theological Seminary in Amsterdam. 
This involves two afternoons (Mondays and Tuesdays) on 
the first two weeks and receiving the students in 
Rotterdam for field trips on Wednesday 6 and Sunday 10 
February (when we will undertake a tour around eight 
migrant church services). If interested, contact the 
minister. 
 
Guest preacher 
 

On the first Sunday in March we 
welcome Rev. John Chapman, 
Chaplain for International 
Churches in the Diocese of 
London. John and Robert have 
been friends since their 
University days in Scotland.  
 
Weekly Offerings 
New offering envelopes are now available from our 
treasurer Jim Taylor. Each is dated for a Sunday in 2013. 
Anyone paying income tax is entitled to claim back for 
monies donated to the church and a receipt is prepared by 
the treasurer for this purpose. 
 
Alpha Course 
On 14th February we offer the Alpha course for new 
enquirers and church members on Thursday evenings. 
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Come for a meal between 7-8pm followed by presentation and 
discussion to finish by 9.15. 
 
Communion 
When serving communion, the elders propose to say “The Body 
of Christ, broken for you.” and “The Blood of Christ, shed for 
you.” 
 

Mission offerings 
 
In January the mission offering 
will be given to Mercy ships 
(following the visit of Ben and 
Hannah Calvert at Christmas)  
 
 
and in February to Mamre (for 
hospitality to uprooted people). 
 
 

 
 
 

Reading group 
The next meeting is on Friday 11th January at 13.00 in the 
crèche room. The book is "The Murder in the Vicarage" by Agatha 
Christie. More info can be obtained from Dr. Pat Ewing (010-
5216263). 
 

CONGRREGATIONAL DIARY FOR THE FIRST 

QUARTER OF 2013 

JANUARY 
06 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir, Covenant 
     service 
10  Thursday 19.30  “Understanding the New    
     testament” (Emmaus  course)  
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11  Friday 12.00 Reading group 
13  Sunday 10.30 Worship, Sonrise 
17 Thursday 19.30  “Reading the Bible    
     today” (Emmaus course) 
20 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Choir,welcome new  

    members 
21 12.00 Soup-lunch 
22  Tuesday 19.45 Consistory 
24  Thursday 19.30 “What is Church?” (Emmaus  
     course) 
25 Friday 18.00 New Year / Dinner social evening 
27  Sunday 10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers 
31 Thursday 19.30 “What does the Church   

    do?” (Emmaus course) 
 
FEBRUARY 
03  Sunday 10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir 
05  Tuesday 19.45  Council 
07  Thursday  19.30 “Is there more to life than   
     this?” (Alpha introduction) 
10  Sunday 10.30  Worship, Sonrise 
   12.00 Soup-lunch 
14 Thursday 19.00 / 20.00 “Who is Jesus?” (Alpha course) 
17  Sunday 10.30  Worship, Choir 
21  Thursday 19.00 / 20.00 “Why did Jesus die?” (Alpha  
     course) 
24  Sunday 10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers 
   12.00 Annual General Meeting 
28 Thursday 19.00 / 20.00 “How can we have    
     faith?” (Alpha course) 
MARCH 
01 Friday (tba)  World Day of Prayer service 
03  Sunday 10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir, Guest 
     preacher 
05  Tuesday 19.45   Consistory 
07 Thursday 19.00 / 20.00 “Why and how do I   
     pray?” (Alpha course) 
10  Sunday 10.30 Worship, Sonrise 
   12.00 Soup-lunch 
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14 Thursday 19.00 / 20.00 “Why and how should I read  
     the Bible?” (Alpha course) 
16 Saturday 10.00 Council training session 
17 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Choir 
19  Tuesday 19.45  Council 
21 Thursday 19.00 / 20.00 “How does God guide   
     us?” (Alpha course) 
24  Sunday 10.30  Worship, Palm Sunday, Joyful  
     Singers 
29 Friday 19.30  Good Friday service 
30 Saturday 10.00 – 14.30 “Who is the Holy    
     Spirit?” (Alpha conference) 
31 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Easter family service 
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Dundee-weekend: 
Ruud Witte presenting the Erasmusphoto in the Sundaymorning service 
The ceilidh on Friday evening. 
The  Rotterdam delegation in the service on Sundaymorning.  
Doroythy sings Amazing Grace 
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Scots International Church Rotterdam visits Steeple 

Church Dundee (by Ruud Witte) 

On the occasion of the re-opening of our sister-church, Steeple 

Church of Dundee, a delegation went over to Scotland for a 

weekend at the end of November, while some participants 

stayed even a whole week. The church service on Sunday 2nd 

December was paramount, but there was also the opportunity 

for meeting during the real ‘ceilidh and visiting the centre of 

Dundee and for those who stayed longer in Scotland to go to 

St. Andrew’s and the Edradour whiskey distillery. 

The idea of having a sister-church has been mooted for some 

years, meant to have an exchange between Scots churches in 

Europe and churches in Scotland. For us this resulted in a link 

with the Steeple Church, which has Rev. David Clark as 

minister. 

In the past one and a half year the Steeple Church dating from 

1789 has been restored into a beautiful building with a changed 

interior with a practical rearrangement. There are no benches 

but single chairs so the interior can be rearranged to suit the 

occasion. This became obvious during the ‘ceilidh’ on Friday 

evening 30th November when there was enough room to 

accommodate a band, dance and have corners to drink and 

talk. 

‘Meeting each other’ was the central theme of the weekend, 

enhanced by the warm hospitality of members of the Steeple 

Church. They engaged as many as possible in the dance and 

made it a great evening. 

The Rotterdam delegation was also actively engaged in the 

church service on Sunday.  Young master Isaac Fleming lighted 

the first advent candle, while our elders Mavis Fleming and 

Ruud Witte joined their Scots colleagues in congratulating the 

parents of the child being baptized. Dorothy Kingsale thrilled 

the congregation with her solo rendition of Amazing Grace. 
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In a short speech Ruud Witte mentioned that there were 

contacts on the level of ministers and presbytery elders, but 

that these visits engaged the members of the congregation. He 

recalled an earlier visit to Dundee and a youth group from 

Dundee that visited Rotterdam. 

The Rotterdam delegation did not arrive with empty hands, but 

presented a beautiful picture of the statue of Erasmus in 

Rotterdam.  On behalf of the Scots International Church 

Rotterdam, its minister, elders, deacons and members, the wish 

was expressed that the renewed Steeple Church should be a 

spiritual environment and a refuge for all that enter. 

Most appropriately the speech and handing over of the present 

was closed with the reading from Daniel 6: 1-28 being read that 

same Sunday in our church in Rotterdam. 

NEW YEAR AFTER-WORK DINNER SHOW ( 25th January 

2013) 

CALLING ALL ARTIST/PAINTERS, PERFORMERS, MUSICIANS, 

SINGERS, COMEDIANS, MAGICIANS, POETS, DANCERS, 

STORYTELLERS,  etc. etc. within and connected to the Scots 

International Church  to register for the New Year After-Work 

Dinner Show 

On the last Friday of January 2013(Friday the 25th)  

performances will take place in the Lower Hall.  The show 

consists of a bundle of 2 sets lasting about 45 minutes each and 

around the hall , stage, entrance etc. works , of painters, 

sculptures, writers, photographers,  etc. within and connected to 

the Scots International Church  will be exhibited. 

Door open at:               16:30 

Welcome :                    17:30 
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Dinner served from : 18:00 

Start Show:               19:00  ( first set) 

End first set :              19:45 – desert served  and   
    surprise artist 

Show  :                      20:15  (second set) 

End second set:         21:00 

During the whole show one is free to converse and mingle with 

some degree of respect for the performers. 

Waiters/Kelners  - with the help of  THE YOUTH GROUP !! 
wearing white tea shirt and jeans 

Please register with: Molly who is usually in church every 
Sunday 

Molly Foster - 06 2553 8320, 010 447 1758 email: 

info@acpcontrols.nl , Jaco Jacobs – 06 1267 4389 or Emma de 

Zanger 

Already registered, agreed to perform are: 

Emma de Zanger accompanied by Jan Hendrik van de Kamp on 
piano who will give a PIANO JAZZ IMPRESSION. 

Anneke Pot: Quintet, Jaco Jacobs: saxophone trio. 

Irene Bom and Margriet van Overbeeke. 

The Carol Service 2012 (by Anneke Pot) 

When we heard after the summer holiday that there was a 

choir who had volunteered to come and sing for us in 

December we really didn't know what to think, but we got into 

contact with their tour manager and step by step plans became 

clearer – the University of Glasgow Chapel Choir would lead a 
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traditional Lessons and Carols service after our Christmas Tea, 

on December 16, 2012.  

And so we waited expectantly in the empty church hall, with 

tables laden with glorious food contributed by the few people 

already present and working hard in the kitchen and behind the 

scene. All of a sudden a 

touring coach drew up 

and choristers poured 

into the church. 

Immediately there was 

a lively atmosphere, 

more and more people 

arrived and as the 

phrase goes: "a great 

time was had by all". 

The choir, in their black 

concert garb, sang some beautiful arrangements of Scottish 

songs in the Hall to whet our appetites for the service to come, 

while we were still having tea and catching up with friends. 

When the service started the choir had donned their red robes 

and it was like being in a high church. We listened to people 

from our own congregation, young and old(er), reading the 

familiar lessons, and we 

sang all the well-known 

carols, and all we had to 

do was sit back and 

enjoy it, while their 

organist, conductor and 

the choir treated us to 

clever modern 

compositions, old 

favourites, and fancy 

descants to our hymns. 

I guess I am biased, but nothing sounds as festive, nothing 

gives you such a boost as lovely music and great singing!  But it 
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Birthdays in the month of  

JANUARY 
01   Helena Brhelova 
01   Jana Brhelova 
03   Cindel Fleming                        
04   Prince Adarkwah     
06   Peace Acquaah  
06   Destiny Amadin                                   
09   Maarten Brandse                                  
10   Florence Foyat-Bergna                         
10   Irene Bom 
10   Matthew Emmanuel 
 Sebastian  
12   Mildred Asare-Awuku  
15   Merlin Zawadi 
 Gwanmesia                       
16   Christilito Cuvulay   
18   Lee Bouwman                            
23   Zoë Calvert                                           
26   Cor Vermeulen 
26   Alan Paton                                     
30   Julia Gwanmesia 
30 Bridgit Amadin    

                               
FEBRUARY 
  
03   Joke te Winkel  
04   Pjotr Lane  
06   Elsie Chapman 
08   Ewout Stoutjesdijk 
10   Cynthia Massicott  
10   Celine Abunam 
11   Jennifer Fleming  
12   Ruud Witte 
13   Steve Russell  
16   Roxanne Cromwell  
23   Oritsesholaye Tobias 
 Stoutjesdijk 
24   Dieudonné Gwanmesia  
24   Catronia Ewing  
24   Elisabeth Ashu 
27   Tjerk Vollema  

was not just a concert, it was a service too, and their contribution 

helped us as the congregation enjoy the music and the fellowship, 

and helped us worship and prepare for Christmas in an active way. All 

too soon it was over (the down side of up-tempo) and they piled back 

into the bus, disappearing into the dark night. 

If you were there, you will have great memories of the occasion (and 

maybe a CD as a memento), if you were not, well, we are already 

thinking that maybe the Evening Carol Service 2013 needs to be 

scaled up a bit from what it was before, and we are hatching plans 

even at this early stage… that's December 15, save the date! 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Ruth Kraaij 

(Thursday morning) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

info@acpcontrols.nl 

tel: 010 412 4779 or 

06 25538320   

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Thomas Tanyi Besong 

ttbesong@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2205 9748 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden,  

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

 

Sunday School 

Nyomi Cairo 

lovelync@hotmail.com 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Secretary to the Council 

George Ariomwanbor 

georgeairos@yahoo.com  

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

 Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


