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Dear friends 
 

Thank you to all 
for your kind-
ness and good 
wishes on our 
thirtieth wed-
ding anniversary 
at the end of 
July. Your re-
ception certainly 
took Lesley-Ann 
and I us by sur-
prise and was 

much appreciated. Patricia’s cake was ‘zo lekker’! 
 
This summer has brought about more developments in 
the idea of an ‘open church.’ An attractive bar gate has 
replaced the old iron-sheet while a trip to Afrikaanerplein 
led to a first attempt to start a tea garden. We continue 
to think about having performing and exhibition arts in 
the church and develop the looks and use of the garden. 
Local artist Jan Nass is setting up a photographic exhibi-
tion over the weekend 14-16 September for the Witte de 
With Festival.  
 
We hope the creation of a beautiful mosaic, based on 
other city projects, will bring people from church and 
community into contact with each other. We need to be 

LETTER 

 

from the Pastor 
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good ‘stewards’ of our city-centre premises and the new 
caretaking team is helping us to make improvements. We 
all have an opportunity to get involved on the first Satur-
day of September. ‘Stewardship’ can become a powerful 
missionary concept when we remember who we are and 
use it to God’s glory. 
 
The original concept of a steward is someone who handles 
affairs for someone else. In ancient kingdoms stewards 
ran the country in the absence of or on behalf of the king. 
In Genesis 41 the Egyptian Pharaoh appointed Joseph to 
be steward over the land of Egypt. Joseph was not part of 
the royal family nor would he inherit the throne, but be-
cause of his wisdom and discretion Pharaoh entrusted the 
entire kingdom to his care. The Pharaoh said, “You shall 
be over my house, and all my people shall order them-
selves as you command.” His influence as finance minister 
was far-reaching and is a model for us in city churches.  
 
People often think that when the church talks about stew-
ardship it is only asking for money. The biblical idea of 
stewardship dates from the beginning of the world when 
God entrusted the earth to the first representative man 
and woman. Stewardship is not simply about money, pos-
sessions or buildings – but taking care of the created 
world. The Steeple Church in Dundee is one of the best 
examples in this for they have re-developed their building 
for outreach to the city-centre shopping area. Their stew-
ardship is a model for us in Rotterdam. 
 
The Church of Scotland recently asked congregations to 
undertake the National Stewardship programme but our 
Consistory decided to find an approach more fitting for an 
international community. We will discuss this in Septem-
ber but it is really a challenge for every follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In the Church of Scotland new member 
are asked: “Do you freely give of your time, talents and 
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money for the Lord’s work in the world?” Stewardship is a 
personal challenge. 
 
Psalm 24 states “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in 
it, the world, and all who live in it.” For Christians, every-
thing that we are and have belongs to the Lord. Good 
stewardship is a challenge for parents in the way we bring 
up ‘our’ children. Christian stewards know that nothing is 
our own but that we are simply caretakers. Will you help 
us to be bold, biblical and good stewards at the Scots In-
ternational Church?  
 
Your friend and minister,  
 
Robert Calvert 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES 
 
Baptisms 

On Sunday 5 August we celebrated the baptisms of 
Besem, daughter of Sullivan Tanyi and Cecelia, and 
Jamilson, Roniel and Lorena, children of Daniel and Rosa 
Oppong Sarfo.  
 
Preaching 
This autumn Sunday services concentrate on the N.T. book 
of James and O.T. story of Daniel.  
September  
 2  James 1 Trials and temptations 
 9 James 2 Faith works 
 16 James 3 Self control and wisdom 
 30 James 4 Patience, perseverance and prayer 
October 
  7 James 5 Peace flows from submission  
 21 Daniel 1 Secular education 
 28  Daniel 2 Prayer partners 
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November 
 4 Daniel 3 When not to compromise 
 11 Daniel 4 God’s people everywhere 
 18 Daniel 5 Interpreting troubled times 
 25 Daniel 6 Integrity triumphs 
 
Discipleship 
On Thursday evenings in the autumn we offer a new disci-
pleship programme “Emmaus” which focusses upon Chris-
tian growth and lifestyle. From the end of September we 
look at how to pray and the contents of the bible. We aim 
to start at 19.30 and finish by 21.15. 
 
Mission offerings 
After the communion service on the first Sunday in Sep-
tember we give an offering to international students com-
ing to Rotterdam. At the end of communion services in Oc-
tober and November offerings will be taken up for Sticht-
ing Ethio-Berhan. In September we will have an update on 
the education and welfare support to young girls in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, and in October, Dr. Jember Teferre, the 
project director will visit Scots International Church. 
 
Peace service 
Put this international celebration of peace in the evening of 
11 November in your diary now!  
The Dutch Lutheran Church choir will take part in the ser-
vice.  
 
Farewell & welcome 

Mark MacLeod completed a ten week summer placement 
at the beginning of August. We assure him of our prayers 
at Edinburgh University and his new placement at Granton 
Parish.  
Rev. Steve Axtell departed in June for Workington in Cum-
bria and on 19 August Stephen Hazlett was licensed as the 
new chaplain to seafarers associated with St. Mary’s Angli-
can and Episcopal Church. 
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International students 
If you have come to study in the Rotterdam area, the 
church welcomes you and invites you to an orientation on 
Sunday 30 September after the 10.30 service.  
 
Harvest 
On Sunday 9 September we give thanks for the harvest of 
food and production. Please bring a gift to the church 
which can be ‘auctioned’ for church funds afterwards dur-
ing the soup lunch. 
 
Witte de With festival 

This annual festival in the local area (Cool Zuid) by the 
church is be on the third weekend of September. Our con-
tribution is to host Jan Nass and his photographic exhibi-
tion of the Baan-kwartier. This area (partly hidden from 
view behind the Eye Hospital) has an interesting story. 
 
Rommelmarkt 

The Living Water-link project supports women in employ-
ment and children at school in Nigeria. Its ‘rommelmarkt’ 
is on Saturday 29 September from 09.00 in the Lower 
hall. Peter Agbasomba would be grateful for your support.  
 
Dundee visit 
Let Mavis Fleming know if you like to join the group visit-
ing the Steeple Church in Dundee at the end of Novem-
ber. This is the occasion when the congregation returns to 
its refurbished city-centre church and in the last week 
there will be a Christmas Light Night event, a thanksgiv-
ing service with the Moderator of the General Assembly 
and a Ceilidh (30 Nov). 
 
Ben and Hannah 

Ben Calvert and his wife Hannah have rejoined the “Africa 
Mercy” off the coast of Guinea. Ben is principal of the 
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school and Hannah is 
nursing on board this 
Christian hospital ship. 
We say a special ‘thank 
you’ to Michael Paton for 
shaving off his hair to 
sponsor them! 
 
 
 

 
Dialogue in the City 
From 1 to 10 November dialogue tables are planned to 
bring people of different backgrounds and religions togeth-
er. If you would like to be involved, please speak to Capt. 
Tjaako Bouwman, Klazina Rigters or Robert Calvert. 
 
Congratulations 

Wedding bells ring for Eugene Ng and his fiancée Nicole on 
8 September in Kuala Lumpar. We offer our warmest con-
gratulations and welcome them back to Rotterdam this au-
tumn. 
 
Sympathy 
In the early hours of Monday 30 July 2012 the much be-
loved Kathie Rietveld passed away to be with the Lord. 
Her funeral took place on Saturday 4 August in Rijswijk. In 
1945 Kathie married Fred who was stationed in Glasgow 
as a Dutch soldier and they were married in April 1946. 
After attending church in the Hague, they came to Scots 
Church where they became long-standing members. 
Kathie was confirmed in her faith in 1969 by Rev. John 
Russell. We extend sincere sympathies to her brother Nor-
man, daughter Shiela and son Brian together with the 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. They are 
verygrateful to all who kept in touch with her in recent 
years by visiting or sending messages. 
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CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 
01 Saturday 10.00 Work-day at the church 
 
02 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir 
 
03 Monday 19.00 SKIN-Rotterdam board 
 
08 Saturday 10.00 Child protection training 
 
09 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Harvest, Joyful Singers 
   12.00   Soup Lunch 
 
15  Saturday 10.30 Consistory meeting (breakfast 
     from 10.00)  
 
16 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Choir 
 
17 Monday 16.30-19.30 GIDS network: ‘Prinsjesdag’ 
         discussion and dinner 
 
23 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Rev. Joost Pot, Sonrise 
 
25  Tuesday 19.45 Council meeting 
 
27  Thursday 19.30 “Emmaus” discipleship: Prayer 
(1) 
 
29 Saturday 09.00 Rommelmarkt 
 
30 Sunday 10.30 Worship 
   12.00 International Student reception 
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OCTOBER 

 
01 Monday 19.00 SKIN-Rotterdam board 
 
04 Thursday 19.30 “Emmaus” discipleship: Prayer 
     (2) 
 
07 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir 
 
11 Thursday 19.30 “Emmaus” discipleship: Prayer 
     (3) 
 
14 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Sonrise 
 
18 Thursday 19.30 “Emmaus” discipleship: Prayer 
     (4) 
 
19 Friday 13.00 Meet with Jember Teferre, Addis 
     Ababa 
 
21 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Choir 
 
23  Tuesday 19.45 Consistory meeting 
 
25 Thursday 19.30 “Emmaus” discipleship: Bible (1) 
 
28 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
01  Thursday 19.30 “Emmaus” discipleship: Bible (2) 
 
04 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Communion, Choir 
 
05 Monday 19.00 SKIN-Rotterdam board 
 
06 Tuesday 19.45 Council meeting 
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08 Thursday 19.30 “Emmaus” discipleship: Bible (3) 
 
11 Sunday 10.30 Worship, Remembrance, Sonrise 
   12.00  Soup lunch 
   19.30  International Peace Service 
 

“ETHIO BERHAN” Foundation 
 

Berhan is a word from the Amharic language that means 
“LIGHT” 
The Ethio Berhan foundation strives to: 

 
• give children a chance to go to school 
• give elderly people a decent old age 
 
The foundations objective is to give underprivileged chil-
dren from the poorest slums of Addis Abeba the oppor-
tunity to get education at school and help the elders in a 
day care centre. 
 
The sponsorship program for children and elders is part of 
the Integrated Holistic Approach - Urban Develop-
ment Project (IHA–UDP) in three slum quarters of the 
capital. There are about 60,000 people living in extreme 
poverty in these areas. Half of them are younger than 15 
years old as a result of many diseases including aids.   
  
The projects are: 
Building houses     Sanitary provisions 
Collective kitchens       Clean drinking water                  

A health care post        Mother-and child-care                     
Family planning    Schools 
Day care centre 

Specially trained people living in the district inventorize 
the living conditions. Agreements are made with local 
people that want to participate in the projects. Each par-
ticipant works either as a voluntary worker or for a very 
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small fee. The inhabitants decide together whose turn it 
is to get a house. 
 
Oxfam Novib and Dorcas, among others cooperate 
with IHA-UPD. They work together with the people to 
create decent living conditions, after which the local peo-
ple take over the responsibility.  
 
Through Oxfam Novib and other sources we got in 
touch with the work in these areas. We have seen and 
witnessed our-self how practical the facilities are.  Dr. 

Jember the founder of the foundation, who was in 
this  church last year told us that she was inspired by 
God to help the poor. Her devotion & hard work inspired 
us to do more to help the project.  
  

POVERTY IS AN INJUSTICE 
That is why it is our earnest wish that it continues to go 
well in these areas and therefore          this sponsor pro-
gramme is extremely important. 

We promote it by giving presentations throughout 
the country. We visit schools, churches, old peo-
ple’s homes, also companies. 

 
We take care of the administration and transfer the funds 
to IHA-UPD. When we receive the basic particulars of 
the sponsored children, it is forward to the Dutch spon-
sors. 
Thank you for your continuous support. With your sup-
port and prayers, we earnestly hope and trust to contin-
ue our work helping the foundation to make a difference. 
 
The mission offering on the 7th October & 4th No-

vember will be dedicated to Ethio Berhan founda-
tion to help this children. 

 
We need your help. 
Menen Betre Tesema  
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BBQ-pictures: July 29th 

2012 
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SKIN- Rotterdam Public Meeting 
At the Church Centre of the ‘Evangelische Broeder Ge-
meente’, in the historic neighbourhood of Kralingen, mem-
ber representatives of various migrant churches gathered on 
Monday evening 21st May 2012 for a General Assembly of 
SKIN-Rotterdam. 
To refresh your memory: SKIN-Rotterdam was founded in 

2007 by a number of enthusiastic ministers from interna-
tional/migrant churches in the city of Rotterdam. Their pur-
pose was and remains the spiritual, social and practical sup-

port of non-indigenous Christian communities in Rotterdam; 
the building of bridges between these communities and the 
indigenous Rotterdam churches and Rotterdam society; to-

gether with the representation of the interests within these 
Christian communities.  SKIN – Samen Kerk in Nederland 
also exists at national level since in 1997.   

 
The group of 45 people, representing 19 different churches, 
started with having a meal together as a good way to renew 
or make new personal contacts. The Surinam/Chinese food 
was well appreciated and put the participants in a pleasant 
mood for the meeting that was to take place. 
Back at the Church Centre, first of all a promotional video 
about SKIN-
Rotterdam 
was shown. 
It gives a 
good im-
pression of 
the rich va-
riety of mi-
grant 
churches in 
Rotterdam 
and is avail-
able on re-
quest. 
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A brief update of SKIN-Rotterdam revealed that there were now 
two new part-time assistants and a consultant working on the 
issue of elderly and youth. Churches were also encouraged to 
put the logo of SKIN on their website to show their member-
ship. 
 
What followed was the Open Podium, in which member church-
es presented themselves by way of a slideshow, a video with 
explanation or a testimony. These were a series of very varied 
experiences. 
 
To mention some of them: The Queen for God conferences of 
the Messiah Fellowship; the New Anointing Church Emmanuel 
using Dutch and Papiamento; The Waterstroom Ministries 
whose members are mostly form Curacao and operate an en-
trepreneurship training program; the Abundant Faith ministries 
with a project on Women and Leadership; ICF- International 
Christian Fellowship with a program for autistic and Down Syn-
drome children; the Eritrean Orthodox Church in Schiebroek 
looking for funds to buy a former Catholic church building; the 
Redeemed Christian Church of God with 150 churches world-
wide of which 41 in The Netherlands and various mission pro-
grams; La Sagrada Familia a Spanish speaking church; the Glo-
rious Chapel International  supporting 135 families through the 
Voedselbank and planted new churches in Cameroon. 
After a break, those present were informed about the policy of 
SKIN-Rotterdam and took part in a subsequent discussion.  
 
Pastor Nana of the Christian Family International and the Chair-
person of SKIN-Rotterdam gave an invigorating speech, touch-
ing on social issues concerning youth and elderly, but also ap-
pealing for volunteers and ambassadors for SKIN-Rotterdam.  
The Chair of SKIN-Netherlands Mrs Rhoinde Mijnals-Doth and 
the coordinator Anmar Hayali also attended the meeting.  
 
Bob Hensen 
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Funny how … 

Funny how simple it is for people to trash God ... 
then wonder why the world's going to hell. 

 
Funny how we believe what the newspapers say, 

but question what the Bible says. 
 

Funny how everyone wants to go to heaven 
provided they do not have to believe, think, say, or do an-

ything the Bible says. 
 

Funny how hard it is to read a chapter in the Bible, 
but how easy is it to read 100 pages of a best selling nov-

el. 
 

Funny how long it takes to serve God for an hour, 
but how quickly a team plays 60 minutes of basketball. 

 
OR IS IT SCARY? 

Funny how long a couple of hours spent at church are, 
but how short they are when watching a movie. 

 
Funny how someone can say "I believe in God" 

but still follow Satan (who, by the way, also "believes" in 
God). 

 
Funny how you can send a thousand  'jokes' through e-
mail and they spread like wildfire, but when you start 

sending messages regarding the Lord, people think twice 
about sharing. 

 
Funny how the lewd, crude, vulgar and obscene pass freely 

through cyberspace, 
but the public discussion of Jesus is suppressed in the 

school and workplace. 
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Funny how we get thrilled when a baseball game goes into 
extra innings, but we complain when a sermon is longer 

than the regular time. 
 

FUNNY, ISN'T IT? 
Funny how someone can be so fired up for Christ on Sun-

day, but be an invisible Christian the rest of the week. 
 

Funny how $100 "looks" so big when you take it to church, 
but so small when you take it to the mall. 

 
Funny how people want to get a front seat at the game or 

concert, but scramble to get a back seat at church ser-
vices. 

Funny how hard it is for people to learn a simple gospel 
well enough to tell others, but how simple it is for the 

same people to understand and repeat gossip. 
 

ARE YOU LAUGHING? 
Funny how we need 2 or 3 weeks advance notice to fit a 

church event into our schedule, but can adjust our sched-
ule for other events at the last moment. 

 
Funny how we can't think of anything to say when we 
pray, but don't have difficulty thinking of things to talk 

about to a friend. 
 

Funny how I can be more worried about what other people 
think of me than what God thinks of me. 

 
Funny how when you go to forward this message, you will 
not send it to many on your address list, because you're 
not sure what they believe, or what they will think of you 

for sending it to them. 
 

ARE YOU THINKING? 
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‘All God's Creatures Have a Place in the Choir’ 
 
Dear all, 
Somebody recently sent me this link: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iP27eatYxE&feature=related. It 
is a catchy song called "All God's Creatures Have a Place in 
the Choir" and it is about how everybody contributes to the 
whole with the voice they've been given – can you guess 
where this is going?  
  
In the church choir we sing with the voice we have, our own 
voice, as part of a larger group of voices. We love singing, 
that's the bottom line. If you feel that way about music too, 
please know you are most welcome to join us. Maybe the be-
ginning of the new season is a good time? We start again on 
September 2. Think about it, send George Ross 
[mailto:georgeross@home.nl], our choir webmaster/librarian, 
a message so you can be subscribed to our e-mail newsletter, 
or just come and see what we're like. Just turning up at the 
rehearsal on any choir Sunday is also fine.  
  
"But wait," I hear you thinking, "there must be a catch. Either 
it's not that easy or there's something suspicious about it…" 
  
Well, yes. You are right. I'll be upfront about that. It has been 
said that JOINING a church choir is the only thing you do of 
your own volition, and after that, well… But seriously, there 
are some requirements:  
  
1) We rehearse in the church at 9.15 on the Sunday mornings 
we sing, i.e. the first and third Sunday of each month. Yes, 
that's not much time, yes, that's early, yes, that's often. If 
nothing else we are committed.  
2) Midi files of each part separately and the whole song, as 
well as sheet music in Pdf form are available from the website 
early in the week, so you can practise at home, because you 
do need to be able to hold a voice part that is not the melody. 
While not everyone has an instrument to play at home, or has 
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the ability to sight-read music, this does help to prepare you 
ahead of time, you can become familiar with the songs and 
learn the words at the very least. While I don't check on an 
individual basis whether you've worked at home, I cut those 
who don’t any slack. And you owe it to the others in your 
voice group and the choir as a whole to match their efforts. 
With (a few more) well prepared singers, practice-time per 
song can be shorter, and that opens up more possibilities as 
well serving as a confidence  and morale boost. Again, it's a 
commitment thing. 
3) We sing from a wide background of Christian music. Some 
of our repertoire was composed (very) recently, sometimes 
the ink on a composition or arrangement  is barely dry so to 
speak, and other songs can be 1,000 years old. I include part
-songs, unison songs, rounds, easy, difficult, fun, serious, 
music from different Christian traditions, music by famous 
composers, unknown music, everything. That means that 
maybe sometimes it comes out better than other times. Our 
goal is to add to the theme of the service and to move peo-
ple,  not to give a perfect concert, although you've no idea 
how hard we try until you join us. So, yes, you need to be 
committed, but not to perfectionism… 
4) You are most welcome to give it a go, whatever part you 
sing, but our soprano and tenor section could use some new 
recruits.  
5) You want fun? Ha, this IS fun. Come join us!  
  
So, if you WANT to sing with us, and are prepared to take us 
as we are, and contribute to the whole with what you have to 
offer, as far as we are concerned, you too have a place in the 
choir! Still need a little encouragement or have questions? 
Speak to any choir member, or George or me.  
 
Anneke Pot. 
 
anneke.pot@springer.com 
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Birthdays for the month of  

 
September 

 
02  Johan Wagenaar 
04  Hank Meldrum 
04  Jim van Putten 
08  Liz van der Velden  
13  Joost Pot (jnr)  
15  Ingrid Evovo-Belksma 
15  Stephanie Wenfua 
16  Chanté Fleming  
18  Fanny Mensah   
20  Brendan van der Velden  
20  Nina Kudlicka 
21  William Chapman  
22  Robert Calvert  
24 Kelly Bouwman  
27  Thomas Besong  
30 Shanon Fleming  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

October 

 
02  Marion Brits  
03  Benjamin Calvert  
04  Elaine de Zanger 
06  Cara Howe 
06  Erica Wenfua 
06  Nathan Kudlicka 
09  Edwin Ettienne 
11  Felix Brits  
12  Ann Schuursma 
12  Collins Schonewille  
13  Flora van der Zwaan  
13  Natalia Brhel/Brhelova 
14  Oritsewenyinmi Stout
 jesdijk  
15  Willemijn Gwanmesia  
16  Annemarie Smith  
16  Mavis Fleming  
17  Patricia Ewing  
17  Henny Vermeulen  
23  Matthew Lane 
28  Robert Essien  
28  Bilola Gwanmesia 
28  Thomas Paton 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 
Mininster 
Rev. Robert Calvert 
scotsintchurch@cs.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 
Ruth Kraaij 
(Thursday morning) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 
tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 
Molly Foster 
info@acpcontrols.nl 
tel: 010 412 4779 or 

06 25538320   
Organists 
Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 
J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 
Nettie Dijkstra 
Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 
Thomas Tanyi Besong 
ttbesong@yahoo.com 
tel: 06 2205 9748 

Welcome Team 
Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 
Brendan v.d. Velden, Simeon 
Calvert and Teun Karreman 

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 
Saskia Dorsman 

sdorsman@hotmail.com 

 

Sunday School 
Nyomi Cairo 
lovelync@hotmail.com 

Creche 
Sylvia Airomwanbor 
tel: 06 2037 3754 
Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Secretary to the Council 
George Ariomwanbor 

georgeairos@yahoo.com  

Treasurer 
Jim Taylor 
tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 
Jim Taylor 
tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 
Fred Booman 
financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

 

Esther Abang 
esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 
Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

 Bookstall   
George and Wil Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Website 
George Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


