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My dear friends 
 
Recently two young adults in this church have stirred me 
to write about mission. Annemarie Fleming spoke to us 
about her visit to Galati in Romania. This is the same city 
in Romania that the two Orthodox students, Sebastian 
and Viorel, come from. Her connection was made 
through the Steeple Church in Dundee with whom 
Annemarie has been involved over the last two summers. 
She saw how Katy Daniels lived and worked in Galati for 
a year among those in most need. The project called 
“Word made flesh” made a big impression on her.  
 
Ben Calvert has also written to the Council to ask for our 
prayers. For Ben and Hannah plan to go back to “Mercy 
Ships” for a year when the ship will be docked in Guinea 
in West Africa. They plan to go out this August and serve 
God through this hospital ship in a part of the area where 
it can bring much hope and many life-saving operations. 
Ben will look after the school for the children of the 
medical staff while Hannah will bring her nursing 
experience. Both Annemarie and Ben ask for prayers and 
support for these mission projects.  
 
What are our mission projects? 
 
The Scots International Church gives regular support to 
several overseas projects where the link is through our 
members. Peter Agbasomba is involved with the Water 
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Link Project in Nigeria, Ma Flo with a school and aids 
project in Cameroon, Menen Tesema with an education 
and aids project in Ethiopia and Shalla Gill with a 
education and support project in Pakistan. This year the 
Consistory allocated two monthly mission offerings to 
these projects. Monthly mission projects typically raise two 
hundred or more euros but it is not the amount that is 
important. This exposure raises their profile in the 
international church so that they get prayed for. Some 
members make personal gifts and support their activities 
in other ways.  
 
The Scots International Church has also started up two 
mission projects with are charitable foundations and run 
by ecumenical boards. “Mamre” serves uprooted people in 
Rotterdam through a weekly lunchtime meal on 
Wednesdays. “SKIN-Rotterdam” serves migrant churches 
by networking them and promoting their activities. Our 
latest project is to try to develop an “open church” which 
can serve different kinds of people during the week. We 
are thinking about setting up a tea garden that will be 
open to the neighbourhood. “Thuis op Straat” is a 
children’s play project that is based with us. Artists seem 
to like the building and we would like to make more use of 
the theatre/stage. Every week the hall is used for a prayer 
meeting early on Wednesday mornings and by the 
“Voedselbank” on Thursday mornings. 
 
So what is mission?  
 
Mission is extending God’s love to others across the world 
and in the city. Mission involves us in how we use our 
“time, talents and money for the church’s work in the 
world.” It may seem that the many mission projects and 
churches are in competition with each other. We need a 
theology of mission that connects the many and diverse 
public activities of all churches to be part of the one and 
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same mission. We need to change our thinking about 
mission to the Missio Dei or the mission of God instead of 
the mission of the churches. This is a change from thinking 
of Christians and the church as being the sender to being 
the one sent.  
 
What is God doing with us? 
 
The Swedish consulate in Rotterdam happens to be next 
door to the Swedish Seaman’s church. This is rather 
appropriate because the church is meant to be a consulate 
to Jesus Christ. It is a model for mission. Believers are 
meant to be Christ’s ambassadors and to represent Him 
where we live and work. According to the apostle, we are 
“Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us.” (2 Corinthians 5: 21) 
 
For the next ten weeks we welcome Mark MacLeod as 
student minister among us. I want to wish you a blessed 
summer. Please bring the greetings of the Scots 
International Church to any churches you visit when you 
are away on holiday. 
 
 

Your friend and minister 
Robert A. Calvert 
 

CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 
 
June 

03 Sunday  10.30  Communion, Worship,    
     Choir, “Romans 8:12-17” 
   19.30  Cumbran Baroque Choir 
04 Monday  19.00  SKIN-Rotterdam board 
07 Thursday  10.00   L&R conference “Geloven onder dak” at 
     Kom en Zie 
   19.00  Alpha Course: “How can I make the  
     most of my life?” 
09 Saturday  10.00   Consistory (elders) 
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10 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Sonrise, “Psalm 100” 
   12.00  Soup Lunch 
14 Thursday  19.00  Beta bible study: “Is marriage for  
     everyone?” 
17 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Choir, George Airomwanbor 
21 Thursday  19.00  Beta bible study 
24 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers, “Father in  
     heaven” 
   13.00  “Picnic in the park” (by the Euromast) 
26 Tuesday  19.45  Council (elders & deacons) 
28 Thursday  19.00  Beta bible study 
 
July 

01 Sunday  10.30  Communion, Worship, Choir. “Your 
Kingdom come” 
02 Monday  19.00  SKIN-Rotterdam board 
08 Sunday   10.30  Worship, “Our daily bread”, Mark  
     MacLeod 
   12.00  Soup Lunch 
15 Sunday  10.30  Worship, “Forgiveness and temptation”, 
     Mark MacLeod 
22 Sunday  10.30  Worship, “Thine be the glory” 
29 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Thomas-style, “Ruth 1” 
   12.30  “Church Barbecue” (in the church  
     garden) 
 

August 

05 Sunday  10.30  Communion, Worship, “Ruth 2”, Mark 
     MacLeod 
06 Monday  19.00  SKIN-Rotterdam board 
12 Sunday  10.30  Worship, “Ruth 3” 
19 Sunday  10.30  Worship, Thomas-style, “Ruth 4” 
26 Sunday  10.30  Worship, guest preacher: Rev. David 
     Clark 
 

 
CONGREGATIONAL NOTES 

 
• An effort is being made to publish a new edition of 

the guide to migrant ministries in Rotterdam.  
 
• Over 27-29 August the minister is hosting a European 

consultation for city ministries in our church called 
“Jesus in the Port.”  
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• The themes for most Sunday services in July and 
August are the Lord’s Prayer and the book of Ruth.  

 
• Rev. David Clark of the Steeple Church of Scotland 

will be our guest preacher on 26 August. 
 
• There is an opportunity to join the celebration of the 

Steeple Church building with a ceilidh in Dundee in 
November – book now! 

 
• In the summer months we plan to have more 

dialogical sermons and Thomas style services. 
 
• Youth with a Mission ship the ‘Next Wave’ that visited 

us in June promises to return next year. 
 
• Sebastian and Viorel say: “Thanks to the Lord 

because we arrived in Romania. We pray for SICR 
and for every member we’ve met.” 

 
• This July is the only time in 823 years that the 

month contains five Fridays, five Saturdays and five 
Sundays. So enjoy! 

 
 
Statistical profile of the Scots International Church 
 
The Presbytery census of the church on one Sunday in 
March threw up some interesting statistics about our 
congregation. There is a wide spread of ages but about 
50% are between twenty and fifty years old. Only 10% 
are of Scots origin, while 33% are from the Netherlands. 
About half of the congregation come with other family 
members and 2% travel more than 20 kilometres to come 
to the church. More than one third found out about the 
church through friends. One quarter of the church 
attending the service had been coming for less than a 
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year. 63% came to the church by car while 22% came by 
various forms of public transport. 50% had grown up in a 
Reformed background but a variety of other church 
denominations and none were reflected in the other half of 
the congregation. The congregation was 54% female and 
46% male. Perhaps most interesting of all is the fact that 
63% said that the English language was NOT their mother 
tongue! 
 
Open church (during weekdays) 
 
Are you interested in helping to set up a tea garden in the 
local community? Would you like to supervise exhibitions 
of art or the archives of the church? Are you interested in 
language courses? Would like to join a course on Celtic 
spirituality or reading the city? Are you interested in inter-
cultural dialogue? Would like to organise a church football 
team or a local competition? Would like to come to or 
publicise organ/piano concerts or other musical events? If 
you would say “yes” to any of the questions or have other 
suggestions, please  call the church or write to 
scotsintchurch@cs.com 
 
From our new student minister: 
 
My name is Mark MacLeod, and I originally come from the 

Isle of Skye (off the North West 
Coast of Scotland). I lived in 
Inverness for several years after 
leaving home, and spent a year 
working in a church in rural Kinross-
shire before moving to Edinburgh to 
study. I am now halfway through my 
four year degree, and am very much 
enjoying my studies and life in 
Edinburgh. I spent the last academic 
year working in Marchmont St Giles' 



Page 8 THE HERALD 

Parish Church, which I enjoyed tremendously, and I come 
to you having just finished my placement there. I am 
looking forward to being in Rotterdam, as I'm sure it will 
be a uniquely wonderful experience, with challenges and 
blessings all of its own. 
 
Help from a youthful repairer 

 
Maybe you can't remember 
that three parts of the wooden 
decoration on the front of the 
altar had broken off. 
And did you realise that the 
younger generation in our 
church are also helping to 
keep our 
church 
looking 
smart 

and well kept? For several weeks 
Elaine de Zanger (13 years old) has 
been sawing, painting and gluing, to 
restore the sheaf of corn that is part 
of the decoration on the front of the 
altar. See the photo for the result, as 
well as the picture of our artist!!! 
 
Pam Russel 
 
Christine Houser MD, your Expat Medical Adviser 
 
Dear Friends – I wanted to let our Scots International 
Church community know about a service I am offering 
which could be helpful to members of our community, or 
to others we know or meet. 
 
It is not unusual to have some uncertainty if you or a 
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family member has a health problem. It’s often not clear 
whether you are doing the right thing, getting the 
treatment you should have, or 
just whether you are 
understanding exactly what 
the problem is & what your 
options might be for treating 
it.  These uncertainties can 
occur for anyone, but they are 
especially common for expat 
and international people who 
are in need of appropriate 
healthcare, but don’t know the 
system very well – or simply 
find the system too different to 
feel comfortable in.  In fact, 
recent research completed on 
a large group of expat workers 
in the Netherlands showed that 
a very large percentage are so 
uncomfortable that they leave the Netherlands for their 
healthcare.  For many people, though, leaving the 
Netherlands for healthcare is not a possibility – and even if 
it is, it can be time consuming, costly, & complicated. 
 
Expat Medical Advisor is a new service which puts a name 
to the work I have often done in the Netherlands over the 
past five years.  Our goal is to provide the support & 
comfort that especially expat & international people often 
need to feel comfortable using the healthcare we can 
provide in the Netherlands. 
 
 
Our service provides direct access to native-English-
speaking physicians trained in systems outside of 
Netherlands, who are also knowledgeable about the Dutch 
healthcare system.  I am a Johns Hopkins trained US 
physician living in the Netherlands, and I provide this 
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support 
myself, along 
with a few 
well-trained & 
experienced 
physician 
colleagues 
who also 
have expat or 

cross-cultural medical experience. 
 
We provide support such as explaining a diagnosis or 
treatment, letting you know what problems or 
complications to report to your doctor, discussing the pros 
& cons of treatment options, and helping family members 
understand what is happening if someone is hospitalized.  
We cannot provide medical care directly, but we can 
usually get back to you the same day if needed to discuss 
a medical event that has just happened.  We tailor what 
we provide to what is needed, and we are available 
outside of business hours. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you or someone you 
know might benefit from the service.  Although we focus 
on the expat & international community, we have worked 
with quite a few native Dutch patients & their families 
also, and are of course very happy to assist them as well.  
I can be reached at my personal e-mail, which is 
cm.houser@gmail.com.  More information on our service 
can be found on our website, 
www.ExpatMedicalAdvisor.com. 
 
We look forward to serving you, and to making your time 
in the Netherlands even more of a pleasure.   
 
Yours in Christ,   
Christine (Christine Houser MD) 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR JUNE 
01  Ato Cromwell  
02  Laurencia Wenfua  
03  Alan Aldus  
03  Hunter Smith 
04  Ymke Ewoma Evovo 
05  Lina Sebastian  
06  André van der Velden  
08  Anneke Pot 
11  Janine Kooy 
12  Joanne de Zanger  
17  Samuel Enoh 
19  Hein Reuijl  
21  Olivia Gwanmesia 
23  Ruth Vissia  
26  Rignalda Fleming 
26  Nnambi Luther Juochim Koka 
26  Victoria Eta Tabot  
27  Thomas Afari  
27  Nnamdi Koka 
29  Isaac Dierx   
29  Michael Paton 
30  Peter Aghasomba  
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR JULY 

04  Mark Kudlicka 
04  Daniel Kudlicka  
06  Samuel Osei  
12  Charles Ashu  
17  Vincent Gwanmesia 
18  Maureen Vollema  
19  Olivia Poku-Polley  
20  Andrew Sondengam  
20  Hendrick Etienne  
23  Stacey Bouwman  
23  Efrain Cuvulay  

23  Sheretta Polley  
24  Beatrice Bestman 
26  Elmos Abunam  
28  Simeon Calvert  
30  Tjakko Bouwman  
30  Myron Etienne  
30  Evelyn Koomson  
30 Isabel Smart 
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR AUGUST 

01  Mary Tataw 
02  Wisteria Cairo  
02  Jim Bell  
05  Lesley-Ann Calvert   
05  Eli Griesdoorn 
05  Virginia Hendriks 
06  Jan Ruigendijk  
08  Sheana MacDonald 
11  Sumiko Hara 
14  Joost Pot (Snr)  
14  Joyce Mensah 
17  Sharon Cromwell 
17  Andrew Jarvis 
18  Jean Galloway  
18  Werner de Lange  
19  Beverley Bouwman 
19  David Brhel 
21  David Dziworshie 
22  Evert Dorn 
25  Henriette Lane  
27  Jolanda Griesdoorn 
27  Benjamin Jarvis 
27  Daniel Oppong-Sarfo 
28   Max Ferdinandus 
29  Thomas Ewing  
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Ruth Kraaij 

(Thursday morning) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

info@acpcontrols.nl 

tel: 010 412 4779 or 

06 25538320   
Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Thomas Tanyi Besong 

ttbesong@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2205 9748 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden, Simeon 
Calvert and Teun Karreman 

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Jolanda Griesdoorn 

jolanda@fotografeert.nl 

tel: 018 662 7074 

Sunday School 

Nyomi Cairo 

lovelync@hotmail.com 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Secretary to the Council 

George Ariomwanbor 

georgeairos@yahoo.com  

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The 
Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

 Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


