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My dear friends 
 

Thank you for allowing me time and space to take study 
leave over the last eleven weeks. I am really very grateful 
for the opportunity. It was not an easy experience 
because I had to let go of familiar routines that I was very 
used to and then had to be disciplined to create new 
routines of my own. The writing project with the 
University of Utrecht is a study of the identity and public 
service of what are called ‘migrant churches.’ The time 
was well spent reading, thinking writing and interviewing. 
I also visited several migrant churches belonging to 
Roman Catholic, Protestant and Pentecostal traditions. 
 
Thank you also to Brian Turnbow whose pastoral presence 
here has given me the peace to take a step back. Brian 
has been a good friend to this congregation since he first 
came here as a student in 2007. You are greatly gifted 
and a genuinely good person. Your preaching on Jonah 
has enthralled and challenged us. Christianity Explored 
and Alpha have thrived with your leadership. We are very 
hopeful and confident that we will see you again! You go 
back to Chicago with our prayers and good wishes. 
 
Thank you also for receiving the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. The Right Rev. David 
Arnott and his wife Rosemary enjoyed their experience of 
Rotterdam. Last week I received a letter from him and 
this is what he wrote:  

LETTER 

 

from the Pastor 
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“The service was a delight. I have never preached to such a 
wonderfully rich mixture of people and the food beforehand 
was also great!” 
 
For me Easter Sunday is a special day for me to return to 
active ministry. The only other time that I took study leave 
was to Chicago in 1994 and I recall how difficult it was 
being apart from my family at Easter. Over the last couple 
of months I realised many things about myself. One was 
that you are not simply members of my congregation but 
you are my friends. I hope that does not sound corny. The 
Scots International church is a very special congregation. 
We are very diverse and very gifted. If during this time you 
have learned new ways of using your gifts, please don’t 
stop but go on! Let us build one another up to serve the 
Lord. 
 
In the coming year I would like to build connections with 
international students and Dutch students at Hogeschool 
Rotterdam. Next month I need to attend a conference in 
Scotland on supervising students for student placements 
have been a big feature of this church in recent years. This 
was how we first got to know Brian Turnbow! Last week I 
heard from Rev. Robin Hill about our love of jazz and he 
said that his family still have fond memories of their time 
spent with us in Rotterdam. Sebastian Tiber and Viorel 
Palade from Romania are here until the middle of May and 
from June Mark MacLeod will join us from Scotland for ten 
weeks. 
 
Your friend and minister 
 
Robert Calvert 
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Challenge: Taking Christ to work 
 

 Towards the end of last year I had the pleasure to visit 
the ForumC conference on science and religion. ForumC is 
an organisation that exists of Christian scientists and 
academics, and acts to encourage them in their faith in 
what can often be a very secular world. As a researcher at 
TNO and doctoral candidate at the University of Technology 
I felt I had to find out more about the organisation and how 
they encourage participants. I wasn’t disappointed, and 
heard a number of lectures and had a few good 
conversations with professors and researchers with a desire 
to live a life of witness at their work places; mostly 
universities. 
 This got me thinking how I, and all Christians, can be 
a witness at my place of work. And please see ‘place of 
work’ here in its broadest context: whatever regular activity 
you participate in during a day, as a mother, volunteer, etc. 
For most of us work is an activity that provides us with the 
means to live. Whether we’re in a job we enjoy or just put 
up with, God calls us to live a life at which honours Him (1 
Thes.2:12), so also at work. If I take Colossians 3:22-23 
where slaves are addressed, I see a message for us there 
also. In a way we are slaves to work, as we must work to 
gain income. Here Paul tells us that “whatever you do, work 
at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
human masters”. Here we see a first way that we can 
witness at work, namely by doing the best we can, that the 
Lord may be glorified by our efforts. Colleagues may take 
note of hard workers, may be encouraged by you, or may 
give you respect that can be passed on to God. I challenge 
you to think about how this glorifies God! 
 Furthermore we are to do all we do with a glad heart 
and joy, for we know the love of Christ. Do we need to look 
further than the fruits of spirit to find proof for this (Gal. 
5:22)?! This goes further than the quality of our work, but 
the manner in which we perform it. Do we wear the smile 
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and joy of salvation in the way we interact with those we 
meet? A very practical way that this can be shown is the 
kindness we show to our colleagues, even when situations 
are tough or we are being persecuted, we should remain 
patient and kind (Rom. 12:12). Jesus says in Matthew 5:44 
that we should love those who persecute us and act out of 
love. 
 The final challenge and manner of witness I see is that 
of sharing what Christ and your faith means to you. It 
would be great if that also led to an opportunity to share 
the gospel, but that does not need to be the principal goal. 
If Christ is in your life, this should be evident, also how you 
speak. For example, if a colleague asks how your weekend 
was, there is a great chance to tell them what you heard in 
church on Sunday. Or if conversation leads to what you are 
reading in your free time, maybe you could mention that 
Christian book that you’ve been reading lately. We should 
always be prepared to tell others of our faith when they 
enquire (1 Pet. 3:15). 
 For everybody the situation will be different, 
depending on your job, the level of contact with colleagues 
or customers and so on. But for us all, following Christ is 
not merely an activity for the Sunday, but a life 
commitment. Therefore this also means during our working 
day. We are created to give God glory (Isa. 43:7), and in 
our work we also have an opportunity to do that. Work 
does not need to be just a monotonous activity in which we 
must leave our identity in Christ behind. 
There is a challenge for Christians not to be invisible at the 
work place! As I look what this means for my situation, I 
challenge you to do the same for your situation for the 
glory of God! 
 
Simeon Calvert, March 2012 
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Theology Study Group – Report 1 – A tentative start 
 
Recently the new Theology Study Group made a tentative 
start. At present the group comprises of Irene Bom, 
Margriet van Overbeeke and Debby Post. Our primary 
reference book is Faith Seeking Understanding by Daniel 
L. Migliore, one of Irene’s textbooks during her theology 
studies.  
 
During our first meeting we reviewed Chapter 1, “The 
Task of Theology”. We learnt that basically the work of 
theology is the search for the fullness of the truth of God 
made known in Jesus Christ. Theology is important for us 
as individuals and as the Church, for “when faith no 
longer frees people to ask hard questions, it becomes 
inhuman and dangerous. Unquestioning faith soon slips 
into ideology, superstition, fanaticism, self-indulgence and 
idolatry.” (Migliori, p. 6) 
 
In Chapter 1, Migliori highlights three important questions 
posed by theology: 
1. What is the true gospel? The community of faith cannot 
cease to ask itself whether it has rightly heard and 
properly understood what Scripture attests as the ‘gospel 
of God’ (Rom 1:1) (p. 12) 
2. What is the whole gospel? Theology exists to keep alive 
the quest for the whole gospel that alone can bring unity 
without loss of enriching diversity, community without 
loss of personal or cultural integrity, peace without 
compromise of justice. (p. 13) 
3. Who is Christ for us today? It is necessary to 
reinterpret the language of Christian faith – its stories, 
doctrines and symbols – for our own time and place if we 
are faithfully to serve the gospel. (p. 14) How might the 
gospel reform and transform human life in concrete ways 
in our time and our situation? What concrete practice of 
the gospel is called for today? 
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Not surprisingly, a number of theologians from the past 
2000 years also get their say.  This is right and proper, for, 
as the theologian Karl Barth (1886-1968), says, 
“Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Luther, Schleimacher, and all 
the rest are not dead, but living. They still speak and 
demand a hearing as living voices ...  As we make our 
contribution, they join in with theirs and we cannot play our 
part today without allowing them to play theirs.” 
 
In a more informal follow-up session, the group watched a 
video on the life of Dietrich Bonheoffer, a German minister 
and theologian who grappled with what it means to be true 
to the gospel in Nazi Germany. This helped to make the 
issues we discussed in our first session more relevant to 
our day to day lives. 
 
In May, the group travels to Edinburgh to attend a “Why 
Believe?” conference organised by the Church of Scotland’s 
Mission and Discipleship Council on the topic of “What Can I 
Say? Commending faith in a sceptical age”.  
 
For more information about the group, and/or the “Why 
Believe?” conference in May and the follow-up conference in 
October, contact Irene at ibsalem@xs4all.nl. 
 
BOCHUM PRESBYTERY March 2012:  
THREE MODERATORS – ONE VISION! 
The Presbytery of Europe, at its recent meeting in Bochum, 
Germany, focused strongly on mission – and on a shared 
vision for the future. The Moderator of the General 
Assembly, the Right Rev David Arnott, set the scene during 
the opening session: “Here I have seen the presbytery of 
the future” he said, speaking after visiting a number of the 
presbytery’s churches. He added that he was impressed by 
the ways in which the presbytery focused on ministry, 
mission and what he called diaconal-style service to the 
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communities and 
countries in which 
it works – and, he 
said, “by the 
flexible and 
ecumenical ways 
its churches find 
new expressions 
of their faith.” 
The new 
Moderator of 
Presbytery, Rev. 
Andrew Gardner of 
St. Andrew’s 

Church, Brussels, led the presbytery in worship in the 
historic Pauluskirche in Bochum – which, since it first 
opened its doors in 1655, welcomes worshippers with the 
words “On entering, peace – on departure, blessing.” He 
said “In this historic setting – a church reborn after the 
Second World War – we heard of mission projects 
designed to bring new hope to the poorest of the poor, 
and to those who are still suffering the trauma of civil war 
in Africa. But we also celebrated answers to prayer.” 
Rev Doug McRoberts (Malta) reported on how churches 
across Europe and beyond were enabling lives among 
Malta’s African refugees to be changed – over €9,000 was 
given directly, and as news of the project spread, that sum 
reached over €30,000 – as he said, “an astonishing 
figure.” 
Next – Out of Europe… Into Africa! 
The new Presbytery mission project is the Vine Trust’s 
Jubilee project – converting a former Royal Navy ship into 
a floating medical centre which will operate on Lake 
Victoria, bringing healing to the poorest of the poor in 
Tanzania. There’s already a Presbytery link; the ship is 
being converted 

Pauluskirche Bocum 
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in Gibraltar, where St. Andrew’s Church are becoming 
involved. 
The chairman of the Vine Trust is of course Rev. Albert 
Bogle – the Moderator Designate of the General Assembly. 
On a recent visit to Gibraltar, he said “The Vine Trust 
started with a passion to help some of the poorest people 
in the world; we are working in two countries now, Peru 
and 
Tanzania, and when no one else was willing to take on our 
third ship, Gibraltar did. Thank you Gibdock! We are so 
excited – we think Gibraltar can be an inspirational place 
in the world…” 
Read more about these two projects on the Mission page 
of the Presbytery website… 
The presbytery was also delighted to hear that both the 
organisers of the European Youth Presbytery were making 
progress towards full-time ministry in the Church of 
Scotland. Michael Mair will leave Amsterdam in July to 
begin his probationary year at Edinburgh: Dalmeny linked 
with Queensferry; and Iain Majcher has now entered the 
early stages of the Enquiry process. 
Perhaps moderators of the future…? 
Adapted from: www.europepresbytery.net  
 
A memorable afternoon:  
visit of Moderator Right Rev. David Arnott 
 
The Scots International Church Rotterdam (SICR) always 
holds its services on Sunday morning from 10:30 a.m. 
onwards. Not so on Sunday 4th March when it was in the 
afternoon around 03:00 p.m. that the SICR congregation 
turned up. Most readers know why, but let me tell you all 
the same.  The Right Reverend David Arnott, Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland visited our 
church that Sunday afternoon. 
Just to remind you: The Church of Scotland of which our 
Scots International Church Rotterdam (SICR) is part, 
knows the Presbyterian governing system which means 
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that no one person or group within the Church has more 
influence or say than any other. The Moderator is not the 
head of the Church: the Church of Scotland holds that 
Jesus Christ is 'the King and Head of the Church', nor is 
the Moderator the leader of the Church of Scotland, or its 
spokesperson. When asked for an opinion on important 
issues, the Moderator is expected to have in mind the 
views of the General Assembly or the relevant Church 
council or committee.  
The Moderator is appointed annually by the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, which holds in the 
last week of May.  After the Assembly, the Moderator 
spends much of the rest of his or her time in office 
travelling as a Church representative in Scotland, other 
parts of the UK, Ireland and overseas in an ambassadorial 
capacity. Every Moderator carries out a series of visits to 
several Church of Scotland presbyteries, as well as 
undertaking a number of international tours. 
 
However that Sunday afternoon did we just sit ready in 

church in our special Sunday 
best, waiting for the Moderator? 
Not at all, we were all in the 
lower hall, which had turned into 
an international food fair.  
 
 
There were tables lined up with 
food from every nation 
represented in our church, with 
small flags or labels to indicate 
the country and even leaflets 
with recipes to take home. This 
meant that there was a choice 
from at least thirty tables with 

each two to five different dishes or national delicacies. The 
‘Sunday best’ dresses were hard to find as most 
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representing a country and serving or explaining about 
the food had turned up wearing colourful national outfits. 
In the middle of the 
tables lined up in a 
square were panels 
with pictures and 
text featuring the 
history of our almost 
370 year old church. 
Of course we did not 
come to church for 
the food fair alone. 
Since it was a 
communion Sunday 
we gathered in the 
Sanctuary upstairs 
for a service led by our minister Robert Calvert and a 

sermon delivered by the 
Moderator. 
There was the usual 
Children’s Address as well, 
in which when asked why 
‘Jesus called himself a 
door’, one of the children 
aptly phrased it: ‘Jesus is 
the door between us and 
Heaven’. 
Later on the Moderator 
elaborated on the theme  
“An Open Door”, based on 
bible readings from Ezekiel 
1:1-5a and Revelation 4:1-
6. The audiofile and Order 
of Service leaflet are still 
available on the church 
website. 

During the service all three of our regular choirs, The 
Church Choir, The Joyful Singers and Sonrise took part. 
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On Monday 5th March a symposium 
was held in the lower hall on the 
theme ‘care for the elderly’ 
organized by SKIN-Rotterdam. The 
Moderator and his wife Rosemary 
took part as well as representatives 
of the Gemeente Rotterdam and 
other churches in Rotterdam. 
In a letter the Moderator sent after 
his visit he expressed how much he 
enjoyed the visit and how much he 
was impressed by the great variety 
in our congregation and at the 
same time working in unity. It was 
really a memorable afternoon and 

evening. 
 
FAREWELL: 
 
Dear friends at SICR, 
 
It has been both a privilege and a blessing to serve as 
your locum minister during Robert’s study leave these 
past three months. I am also thankful for the opportunity 
to become reacquainted with so many of you, and to get 
to know for the first time some new faces. The church 
continues to grow. 
As I reflect on my work over the last several weeks, I am 
mindful of how the discipleship groups – both Christianity 
Explored, and now the Alpha course – have been 
invaluable resources for those considering the Christian 
faith for the first time, long-time Christians, and others 
who are seeking a deeper knowledge of God through Jesus 
Christ, or finding their way back to him. The fellowship 
created by these groups endures long after the formal 
course finishes. During Lent, as we journeyed together 
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through Jonah on Sunday mornings, I was particularly 
struck by how God moved – and continues to move – in 
such deeply personal ways within your lives. The depth 
and honesty of your responses tells me that this is not 
only a church of the Word, but also a church that wrestles 
with the Word! 
My time here is now complete, and although my future is 
still uncertain, I remain confident in God’s provision. I 
trust that in some way I have been a blessing to you as 
you have been a blessing to me. 
In Christ, 
 
Brian Turnbow 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
Sebastian Tiber 
 
My name is Sebastian Tiber and I am 27 years old. I was 
born in Galati, the largest port on the Danube in 

Romania, in a family with 6 children. I 
have four brothers and one sister. Since 
childhood, I had the grace to know “The 
Lord's Army” movement within the 
Orthodox Church, It was founded by 
father Joseph Trifa, an orthodox priest, 
in 1923, and had a very troubled 
history, many of its members being shut 
in communist prisons, fined and 
persecuted for their faith in other ways. 
This movement is calling people to 
abandon sin and turn to God. Lord’s 

Army is coming to know Jesus the Crucified and telling 
others about Him. Christ, the new  birth and the Bible are 
the foundation of a life changed and surrendered to God 
in The Lord’s Army.  
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My parents are in this movement since their youth, and at 
age 19 I met Christ and I surrendered my life to Him. 
From then till now I’m working and struggling along with 
my brothers and sisters on this way of salvation.  
Currently I am studying at the Faculty of Orthodox 
Theology in Iasi, Romania. I am in the second year of 
studies and in the future, God willing, I will serve as a 
priest in the Romanian Orthodox Church. 
I am very thankful to God for this period that He gave my 
to improve my understanding of urban mission along with 
ministering people with different needs and from different 
background’s as we see in this Scots International Church. 
 
Viorel Palade 
 
My name is Viorel Palade and I am 22 years old. 

I was born in Galati, in a united and 
faithful family. I have two brothers. 
The Lord was merciful and through a 
colleague of mine helped me to know the 
“Lord's Army” movement. Here I heard 
about the sacrifice of Christ for me. So, at 
age 16, I surrendered my life to Christ. 
Later I was driven by God to opt for the 
Faculty of Theology “Dumitru Stăniloae” 
from Iasi, to further study in detail about 
God's will. 

Currently I am in the second year of study and in the 
future, God willing I will serve as a priest in the Romanian 
Orthodox Church. 
I am grateful to God for this opportunity to live three 
months in Rotterdam and practice in the Scots 
International Church. Here I can learn how we can do 
mission in cities and how we can work with people of 
different nationalities. 
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Birthdays for the month of  
 
APRIL 
 
04   Felix Dirk Knoester 
04   Hank Meldrum 
06   Esinam Dzisworshie                         
07   Pelle Brits                                         
07   Naomi Hoebel                                 
09   Caroline Kudlička   
10   Ian Thomas Calvert 
10   Elizabeth Baiye 
10   Karen Baiye 
10 George Tettey                         
13   Olaf de Zanger   
15   Tina de Groot                              
17   Gladys Acquah  
17   Frank Knoester                               
18   George Ross                                    
19   Emmanuel Asare 
23   Oritsesegbemi Jethro 
 Stoutjesdijk 
26   Michellijne van Putten                           
27   Joke Cromwell                                 
28   Robert Ewing 
29 Sumiko Hara            
 
 
 
 

MAY 
 
01   Klazina Rigters                                
01   Alexander Cuvulay                          
05   Lubomir Kudlička                            
07   Fane Mensah  
08   Gwen Wenfua  
10  Michelle Helena         
 Sebastian 
15 Mavis Etienne- Massicott 
16   Anna Bitalova                          
18   Patricia Cuvulay   
21   Rizal  Sebastian  
21 Anthony Evovo                      
23    Ladislav Brhel     
24 Safora MacDonald                         
24   Norma Taylor                                   
24   Samuel Mensah                                
24   Yvonne Mensah  
24 Marvellous Maga 
26 Destiny Maga          
28   Anneke Mulder   
28 Nnenna Koka 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Ruth Kraaij 

(Thursday morning) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

info@acpcontrols.nl 

tel: 010 412 4779 or 

06 25538320   

Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Thomas Tanyi Besong 

ttbesong@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2205 9748 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden, Simeon 
Calvert and Teun Karreman 

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Jolanda Griesdoorn 

jolanda@fotografeert.nl 

tel: 018 662 7074 

Sunday School 

Nyomi Cairo 

lovelync@hotmail.com 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Bob Hensen  

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Secretary to the Council 

George Ariomwanbor 

georgeairos@yahoo.com  

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

Children’s Message 

Rev. Irene Bom 

ibsalem@xs4all.nl 

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

 

Esther Abang 

esabang2011@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team & The Herald 

Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.com 
Tel: 06 16 808 505 
 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl  
Tel: 078-6314599 
Joy Okojie  
okojiejj@yahoo.com  

 Bookstall   

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

 
Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


