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My dear friends 
 
In October the third Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization will 
take place in Cape Town. On the centenary of the 1910 World Mission 
Conference this conference is about the mission of the church in the world 
following similar events in Lausanne 1974 and Manila 1989. The first 
Congress was famous for defining the content of mission as evangelism 
and social action. Cape Town 2010 is held in collaboration with the World 
Evangelical Alliance and will bring together 4000 leaders from more than 
200 countries.  
 
As your minister I am privileged to be involved and think about critical 
issues of our time such as other faiths, global poverty, HIV/AIDS, 
trafficking and religious persecution.  My particular role is to present on 
the first day on “Dogma and Diversity.” As our cities become more mixed, 
Christian truth can be drowned out amid the waters of unbelief and 
relativism.  You can see the presentation and responses to my paper by 
logging onto the internet at http://conversation.lausanne.org/en/
advance_papers. The discussion will take place on the first Monday 
afternoon in a massive hall of 1100 people – so I would be glad of your 
prayers! 
 
The congress is important at this time because the world is experiencing 
what many people call ‘globalization.’ The world is getting smaller and 
connected for some and yet also more divided and distant for others. 
Communications technology and travel have enabled people and their 
products to be more available to each other. To spread the Christian faith, 
we do not need to send missionaries to the other side of the world as the 
other side of the world become our neighbours. I think it was the Sri 
Lankan missionary D.T. Niles who said:  
 

LETTER 

from the Pastor 
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“The Gospel is like a seed. And you have to sow it. When you sow the seed 
of the Gospel in Palestine, a plant that can be called Palestinian Christianity 
grows. When you sow it in Rome, a plant called Roman Christianity grows. 
You sow the seed in Great Britain and you get British Christianity. The seed 
of the Gospel is later brought to America, and plant grows of American 
Christianity.” 
 
But I am not sure if this is the case anymore. The flower pot has changed as 
people debate what it is to be Dutch. Our cities become more mixed and 
people become more mobile. Most of our big cities are now home to an 
increasingly globalized population where people keep their cultural values 
and actively maintain their interests in other countries. Many new 
Netherlanders are here to stay. Since 1990 we have seen the steady 
internationalizing of our congregation. The majority of our elders and 
deacons are non-Western suggesting that the flower pot has changed. 
Neither Netherlands Christianity nor Scottish Christianity dominates.  
I think that Christian communities like the Scots International Church can 
be a sign of what is happening in the countries where migrant churches 
challenging the white supremacy of traditional churches. We offer insights 
into the future but only as we mix with those different from us. If migrant 
churches don’t connect with Dutch ones, the future of the church in the 

Netherlands will be an even more divided one. If we keep to our own 
cultural groups in the church our future will become a fragmented 
community. So let us make it our aim to please God and mix with those who 
are different from us. Cultural associations and clubs should not be in 
competition with belonging to an international church. In Revelation 7: 9, we 
see God has pleasure in a multitude worshipping Him “from every nation 
tribe, people and language.”  
 
Your friend and minister, 
Robert Calvert 
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INFORMATION FROM THE CONSISTORY AND COUNCIL 
 
• Thanks to all who gave accommodation for friends from our sister 

church in Bochum (Germany) and helped with the Rommel-markt 
for the Living Water-Link Project in Nigeria which raised over one 
thousand Euros. 

 
• Congratulations to Caroline and Lubomir Kudlicka on the birth of 

a daughter Nina and to Hilary Nwosu and Margaret Movor on the 
birth of a son Praiselary. 

 
• Andre van der Velden, our property convenor reports that the 

church roof (wood and tiles) are in good condition and could 
continue for another 40 to 60 years. Some tiles should be replaced and 
the walls insulated to stop the moisture penetrating. When this work is 
completed we can look at the church entrance and lower hall, the 
bathroom in the church centre and the kitchen in the Muller House. 
The costs of an electronic sound and recording system (including CD 
copier) are estimated at € 1,100.  

 
• On Tuesday 5 October, Dr. Jember Teferre will report on the latest 

work of rehabilitation work in one of the poorest areas of Addis 
Ababa in Ethiopia. In October we dedicate our mission offering to 
this ministry. 

 
• Some ladies from the Steeple Church Dundee will visit Rotterdam 

over the weekend of 9 and 10 October. Let’s give them a Rotterdam 
welcome! 

 
• The national organization of SKIN (for immigrant churches in the 

Netherlands) holds its annual members’ meeting here on Saturday 9 
October. The afternoon will be given over to the subject of human 
trafficking. Members and friends of the church are encouraged to 
come. 

 
• On Sunday morning 14 November we remember those who gave 

their lives and suffered on the date of the U.K. Armistice Sunday. A 
piper and bugler will attend the 10.30 service and poppies will be 
available. 
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• On Sunday evening 14 November we host the International Service 
for Peace. We expect fifteen churches, using their own languages in 
their own traditions, will take part in this colourful celebration of 
peace. The preacher will be Judge G.F. Harhoff, who presides at the 
International Court of Justice in the Hague. 

 
• The Young Adults’ bible study for people between eighteen and 

thirty-five meets on alternating Sundays and Friday (see church diary 
and Simeon Calvert for further information). The Pilgrims’ bible 
study will start up on Wednesday evenings from November in homes 
in Rotterdam North. See Rev. Irene Bom for further details! 

 
• Ben Calvert is teaching at the Mercy Ships Academy 150 miles 

north of Durban while the ship is being refitted and plans to visit us 
in Rotterdam after Christmas. 

 
• Nely Bax passed away in August and her funeral was well attended by 

people from the church. Nely will be much missed in the 
congregation, choir and Mamre project.  

 
• Through our new members Shahlla Gill and Jan Dirk Schouten the 

Council commends a new mission project for next year. We have 
the opportunity to support brick kiln workers in Gujranwala in the 
Punjab region of Pakistan. There are as many as 1.8 million of these 
workers (of all ages) in this Christian area. The objective is to 
empower them and provide opportunities for education and help 
them break out the negative spiral of working in the brick kiln.  

 
• Thanks to Esther Abang and all who contributed to the Harvest 

service and auction on 12 September when more than 760 Euros 
were raised. 

• The workshop for safeguarding of children in September was 
attended from representatives of at least five churches. With the 
church hosting further training courses, both the Hogeschool 
Rotterdam and Hendrik-Kraemer Institute have expressed interest in 
creating a new Cultural Learning Centre in what was the office of 
the BewonersOrganisatie and home of the minister in the early 1990s.  

 
• Bob Hensen reports new developments are happening on the church 

website with the assistance of Anthony Evovo, Daniel de Jong, Irene 
Bom and Saskia Dorsman. 
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• Daniel Manastireanu from Romania was on placement here five 

years ago, but on Thursday 30 September was ordained and inducted 
as the new minister of Bishopton Parish Church in Scotland. We 
forwarded a card of congratulations to Daniel and Ligia and children.  

 
• On Sundays we need help with Youth Group and teachers for 

Sunday School. If you are interested, please speak to the minister, 
Nyomi Cairo or Jolanda Griesdoorn. 

 
• On Wednesdays we have need for volunteers at the Mamre project 

to set up the lunch and meet people from 10.30 in the Lower Hall. 
We especially need someone to cook and someone to move tables 
and lift boxes. If you are interested, speak to the minister or Isaac 
Dierx. 

 
• The minister is planning another Celtic trail from 1 to 10 July next 

year to start and end in Glasgow. It will take in the lovely locations of 
Oban and Iona on the west coast of Scotland and Holy Isle at 
Lindisfarne. The cost doesn’t include all evening meals or travel to & 
from Glasgow – and is expected to be under 700 GBP sterling. This 
cultural and educational tour includes the chance to sail by boat as the 
Celtic missionaries would have done. There are thirty places on the 
executive coach – so ask if you like more information! 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER TRAINING 
On two Saturday mornings in November (10.00 – 12.30) we plan to think 
about issues due to age differences (on 13th) and gender & character 
differences on (20th). The training sessions may also be open up to 
children’s workers from other migrant churches in Rotterdam. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 
OCTOBER 
 
03 Sunday Worship, Communion, Choir (Joshua 6-7) 
04 Monday Beta Bible Study 
   SKIN-Rotterdam board 
05 Tuesday Dr. Jember Teferre, Addis Ababa (14.00) 
9 Saturday SKIN meeting (focus upon human trafficking) 
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10 Sunday Worship, Sonrise, Soup lunch (Joshua 9) 
   Young Adults’ bible study 
11 Monday Beta Bible Study 
12 Tuesday Consistory (elders) 
17 Sunday Worship, Choir    (G. Airomwanbor) 
18  Monday Beta Bible Study 
22 Friday  Young Adults’ bible study 
24 Sunday Worship, Joyful Singers  (Rev. Marc van Pelt) 
25  Monday Beta Bible Study / dinner 
26 Tuesday  Council meeting (elders & deacons) 
31 Sunday Worship, Sound of Glory (Joshua 10-11) 
    
NOVEMBER 
 
01 Monday Beta Bible Study 
   SKIN-Rotterdam board 
07 Sunday Worship, Communion, Choir (Joshua 13-14) 
   Young Adults’ bible study 
8 Monday Beta Bible Study 
13 Saturday Sunday school teacher training 
14 Sunday Worship, Sonrise, Soup lunch (Joshua 20-21) 
   International Service for Peace 
15  Monday Beta Bible Study 
19 Friday  Young Adults’ bible study 
20 Saturday Sunday school teacher training 
21 Sunday Worship, Choir (Joshua 22) 
22 Monday  Beta Bible Study 
23 Tuesday Consistory (elders) 
28 Sunday Worship, Joyful Singers  (Joshua 23-24)  
29 Monday  Beta Bible Study / dinner  
30  
 
Bazaars in November in Rotterdam 
 
Danish Church: Thursday 4 to Sunday 7 
November 
St. Mary’s Anglican Church: Saturday 6 November 
(see picture) 
Norwegian Church: Thursday 11 to Sunday 14 
November 
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Swedish Church: Friday 19 to Sunday 21 November 
Finnish Church: Friday 26 to Sunday 28 November             
 
SERMONS ONLINE AND TAPE-SERVICE 
 
For those that could not come to church some Sundays and still wanted to 
hear the sermon they missed, a tape-service at minimal cost has been 
available for quite some years. Times and technology are changing, so most 
of us have changed to audio CD’s and do not even have cassette players any 
more. The sound equipment of the church is not (yet) suitable for CD 
recording. Nevertheless thanks to the ingenuity of George Ross, CD 
recordings of Sunday services can now be offered at the cost of 3 Euro. 
Orders can be placed at the Bookstall. 
Transferring the cassette recording to a digital MP-3 file, means that it can 
also be placed Online at the church website and be accessible through the 
link:  
http://www.scotsintchurch.com/index.php  
 
It works perfectly, just try it! 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF NELY BAX-LUITSE 
 
December 11, 1923 – August 16, 2010 
 
It was such a gift that Nely was able to be in church on August 8th, just eight 
days before she passed away. While Hank Meldrum was wheeling Nely to 
church in her wheelchair that day, a young man, standing outside a disco on 
the West Blaak, spontaneously gave her a beautiful rose and blew her a kiss. 
Nely’s smile lit up the whole boulevard !!  
That morning in church, Maarten Altena was substituting for our pastor, 
Robert Calvert, who happened to be on holiday in Scotland at that time and 
Maarten lavished attention on Nely. He mentioned how Nely, bright smile 
and all, had made him and his wife Shari feel so welcome when they first 
visited our church. Nely later remarked about how touched she was by the 
feeling of love that she experienced that morning, emanating from the whole 
congregation. At the end of the service she gave the rose to Margriet van 
Overbeeke. Typical of Nely, passing on the love. 
Nely touched many more lives during her stay here on earth. She joyously 
gave witness of her faith, supported others in their faith and in their distress, 
taught Sunday school and taught Christian religion in non-religious public 
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schools, whilst supporting and initiating missionary work and lovingly raising 
a family. Nely supported Rev. Terry 
Schram and his wife Judy, who 
translate The Bible into indigenous 
languages in Mexico for The Wycliffe 
Institute. And who will ever forget 
Nely’s flannel-graphs that she printed, 
cut into shape and then sent to 
Botswana, to be used in educating 
young Christians? She was happy and 
grateful that she was later assisted by 
Els Calvert and Lina Sebastian, when 
her ability to use scissors became 
impaired. 
Indeed, in matters of the Christian 

faith, human kindness and selflessness, which were always current in her 
daily life, Nely kept her foot on the accelerator - permanently pressed to the 
floor! The last few years, however, due to deteriorating health, she gradually 
had to ‘down-shift’ a couple of gears. But she only stopped a short while 
before it was her time - to be lifted up, as on wings of eagles. 
Just as Nely missed her husband Jack after he died in March 2003, Nely’s 
children, Joss, Jacky and Marty, as well as the rest of us miss the warm 
presence of Nely, who seemed to be a permanent fixture in our Christian 
community. However, we are consoled by the belief that she is home at long 
last, redeemed. 
 
Hank Meldrum. 
 
CHURCH WEBSITE REDEVELOPMENT 
 
Those of you in church, who regularly visit the website, but also those 
around the world may not find our website the most up-to-date. However it 
is functional and has the basic information as well as some nice surprising 
jewels as they are called there. 
Check out e.g. the historic photographs posted by George Ross, who 
nowadays uploads the Herald, the sermons, the choir page and some other 
stuff. 
What I really want to let you know is that a website redevelopment team has 
been formed to give our website a more contemporary outlook and 
functionality. Anthony Evovo and Daniel de Jong are the technical guys, 
with Saskia Dorsman (members guide and bookmark) taking care of the 
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graphics, while Irene Bom, who originated the present website, and me, Bob 
Hensen are responsible for the content. This is where you come in and 
especially those of you, in or responsible for a choir, group, or the like. What 
should be the information about your activity or responsibility or do you 
want to upload regular messages, songs or else? Let us know by speaking to 
any of the team or sending a message to the church office at 
scotsintchurch@cs.com.                                                                                                          
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE SERVICE, HELP WANTED. 
Most church members of the Scots International Church in Rotterdam know 
that around the 11th of November each year we observe ceremonies of 
remembrance in our service. 
Then again in the wider circle of churches in Rotterdam it is known that the 
International Peace Service takes place in our church in the evening of the 
second Sunday in November. This has been an annual tradition for quite a 
few decades. The service is truly international with usually about 15 ministers 
of different churches present, playing a role in the service speaking in their 
own language, while hymns are often also sang in two or three languages at 
the same time. 
This year it will take place on the 14th of November and the preacher will be 
H.E. Frederick Harhoff, Judge at the International Criminal Court for the 
former Yugoslavia and also Chairman of the Board of the (Danish) Seamen’s 
Church. 
A small team, consisting of our minister, Rev. Robert Calvert and Elders 
Willemijn Gwanmesia and I, Bob Hensen, have started preparing for this 
special service. 
We reviewed what was done in the past few years and have put up a list of 
churches to contact and drafted a letter to be sent to their pastors or spiritual 

The 
homepage of 
the church 
website today 
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Birthdays in:  
 
OCTOBER 
 
02  Marion Brits  
03  Benjamin Calvert  
04  Elaine de Zanger      
06  Cara Taylor  
08  Michele Bestman  
09  Edwin Ettienne 
11  Felix Brits  
12  Ann Schuursma 
12  Collins Schonewille  
13  Flora van der Zwaan  
13  Natalia Brhel/Brhelova 
14  Oritsewenyinmi Stoutjesdijk  
15  Willemijn Gwanmesia  
16  Annemarie Smith  
16  Mavis Fleming  
17  Patricia Ewing  
17  Henny Vermeulen  
19  Victor de Lange  
23  Matthew Lane 
28  Robert Essien  
28  Bilola Gwanmesia 
28  Thomas James Paton 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
01  Bob Hensen 
02  Gilberto Fleming  
02  Betty Polley  
02  Ann-Lynne Bouwman 
05  Irene van Ginkel  
06  Wil Ross  
09  Sow Kheen-Elizabeth Dorn-Lee 
11  Herman Schonewille 
15  Elizabeth Adzra  
17  Denis Galloway  
21  Eunelda Cairo  
24  Meriam van der Velden  
27  Wim Griesdoorn  
27  Jeneta Bestman  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

scotsintchurch@cs.com.                                                                                                                  

leaders. Your ideas are of course always welcome, but I think we might be 
able to do the organizing between ourselves as a team. What we do need 
your help for is the ushering and the hospitality in serving tea and coffee 
after the service. If you like to do that reserve the date and you will be 
reminded in due time through the order of service and the announcements. 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Mininster 

Rev. Robert Calvert 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Church Administrator 

Yabo Qian & Ruth Kraaij 

(Wednesday afternoon) 

scotsintchurch@cs.com 

tel: 010 412 4779 

Rentals Co-ordinator 

Molly Foster 

info@acpcontrols.nl 

tel: 010 412 4779 or 

06 25538320   
Organists 

Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 

J.kamp15@chello.nl 

tel: 010 466 5289 

Nettie Dijkstra 

Nettydijkstra@live.nl 

Choir 

Anneke  Pot 

Joyful Singers 

Thomas Tanyi Besong 

ttbesong@yahoo.com 

tel: 06 2205 9748 

Welcome Team 

Steve and Pam Russell 

srussell@tiscali.nl 

tel:010 5 91 49 59 

Recording 

Brendan v.d. Velden, Simeon 
Calvert and Teun Karreman 

010 7851509 

Church Beamer 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel: 0180 756449 

Youth group 

Jolanda Griesdoorn 

tel: 018 662 7074 

Sunday School 

Nyomi Cairo 

lovelync@hotmail.com 

Creche 

Sylvia Airomwanbor 

tel: 06 2037 3754 

Maaike van der Eerden 

Secretary to the Consistory 

Richmond Mensah   

richmond.mensah@home.nl 

Convenor of the Council 

Ruud Witte 

tel. 06-22411465 

ruudwitte@planet.nl 

 

Secretary to the Council 

George Ariomwanbor 

airomwanbor31@zonnet.nl 

Treasurer 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Offering Envelopes 

Jim Taylor 

tel: 071 362 5835 

Property 

Convener: 

André van der Velden 

aavandervelden@casema.nl 

tel.: 0180  756449 

 

 

  

  

Financial Team 

Fred Booman 

financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social Team 

Mavis Fleming 

hartenbeer@hotmailcom 

06-51709230 

 

Esther Abang 

abangesther@yahoo.com 

Publicity Team 

Bob Hensen 

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

tel: 06 1680 8505 

 

Hank Meldrum 

meldrum@xs4all.nl 

tel: 078 613 5688 

 Bookstall  and CD-service 

George and Wil Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

The Herald 

Bob Hensen 

atobobhensen@hotmail.com 

tel: 06 1680 8505 

Church Website 

George Ross 

georgeross@home.nl 

tel: 0165 556 811 

Child Protection Officer 

Veronica Leerdam 

veronicaleerdam@hotmail.com 

010 4524230 


