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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

Dear friends

There was a couple who heard their front door bell ring and so they went to open the door. They 
discovered that it was their neighbours who explained why they had called. “This year we’re saving 
postage by hand delivering our Christmas cards and so we dropped in for a bit of lunch and a cup of 
coffee!”

I have a sense that this is not the way it is normally done in the Netherlands, is it? We learn to 
make an appointment or wait for an invitation first. Although it was an imposition, it is also about 
hospitality connected with the first Christmas. 

Joseph and Mary dropped in without warning. It was busy in Bethlehem. The innkeeper had plenty 
of excuses to turn them away. Perhaps he did more than we usually give him credit for? He was 
under a lot of pressure. Maybe it was his idea to extend to these strangers the hospitality of the stable 
outside?

Myths about the innkeeper, shepherds and wise men (or were they really kings?) grow every year 
despite us having very little hard information about them. But the real question that we have to 
answer is not about their identity – but ours! Are we ready to give to others and share hospitality? 

Over the years one of the lessons we have learned through the ‘Mamre’ project (since it started in 
2000) is that offering hospitality provides a way to feel God’s love. In Scots International Church, we 
find that our ministry is not only about going out to people, but receiving those who come to us. We 
like to sing “All are welcome” – but how do we make people feel that they really are?

The highlight of one Christmas nativity play was to show off the radiant Christ child. So an electric 
light bulb was hidden in the manger. All the stage lights were to be turned off so that only the 
brightness of the manger would be visible. At the appropriate time all lights were switched off. The 
silence was broken when one of the shepherds said out loud: “Hey! You turned off Jesus!” 

As soon as we are too busy to extend hospitality, there is the risk that we will end up turning off 
Jesus! That is always a risk when we get distracted. Together with Lesley-Ann & family, I want to wish 
you all a wonderful Christmas and that in 2008 Christ will be radiant in our lives and relationships.

Your friend and minister,
Robert Calvert
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CONSISTORY NOTES 

The elders have been meeting monthly in order to try to cope with the challenges facing the 
congregation. This report is a summary of key points from 16th October & 13th November.
Presbytery of Europe – Andre van der Velden reported on the meeting in Budapest in October. They 
were very satisfied on the progress in our financial affairs and also recognized that all churches in the 
Presbytery of Europe have problems to overcome. It was stated by the Finance convener that SICR 
is the 2nd highest earner from property and the 5th highest per capita giver of all congregations in 
Presbytery.
Church handbook – in order to provide detailed information to make up a handbook for all church 
members, we have asked everyone involved to submit info on all congregational procedures to Andre 
van der Velden by 30th November.
Presbytery project – the elders agreed to allocate the final mission offering of the year (December) 
to the E.W.S.F. (European Women’s Solidarity Fund) project that is associated with Carolyn Boyd in 
Croatia and is recommended to us by Presbytery.
Pastoral areas – elders now have updated church contact lists and will be checking to see how 
accurate the information is. It is difficult to keep on top of all changes in information. They will also 
commend the filling up of audit forms which have been modified from what St. Columba’s Budapest 
have used. These forms are available from elders and will be given out in the church on Sundays 13th 
& 20th January.
Home group – meets in IJsselmonde on the last Sunday evening of the month to discuss Sunday 
sermons. To encourage more contact and fellowship, we are looking at the possibility of starting up a 
similar home group in Rotterdam West with our elder Ato Cromwell.
Peace Service – was planned with pastors from seven churches and was much appreciated. Preacher 
was Bert de Ruiter (Amsterdam) who spoke about befriending Muslim neighbours.
Remembrance Day – next year no-one will be allowed to enter the church during the ten minutes 
of remembrance with the bugler & piper and during prayer and silence and an ecumenical act of 
remembrance Crooswijk Cemetry involved the minister with Rev. Steve Axtell (St. Mary’s) & Fr. Avin 
Kunnekkadan (R. Catholic).
Confirmation – welcome and congratulations to Miriam van der Velden, Christilita Cuvalay and 
Mariska van Meerendonk on their confirmation as members of the church this month.
Weddings – congratulations to Rosita and Thomas on their marriage on Wednesday 21st November 
in the church and to Nettie Dijkstra–Geuze on her marriage in the Pilgrim Father’s Church, 
Delfshaven, on Saturday 24th November.
Organists – since Yong-In departed for Korea in August, Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp is hoping to recruit a 
new organist for 2008 when Nettie Dijkstra–Geuze will also be available. John v.d. Vliet is able to play 
twice before Christmas. 
Sunday School and crèche – Sunday School has two new assistant teachers but still need musical 
support. Sylvia Aironwanbor and Maaike Koka who are organizing the new rota are glad of new toys 
for the under three year olds.
S.K.I.N. – on 10th October, Jantine Kriens, who is the wethouder responsible for Social Work, was 
presented in our church with a new guide on migrant churches in the city. Capt. T. Bouwman is on 
the board of SKIN-Rotterdam and has been involved in the creation of a new religious platform to 
relate to the municipal authorities. On 10th November several of our members attended the 10th 
anniversary of SKIN in the Netherlands and the minister attended the 60th anniversary of the RC 
Byzantine rite.
Future plans – at least two nominations for new elders are sought before the AGM in February. 
Next year will be the 365th anniversary of the church in Rotterdam. Some initial ideas to celebrate 
this include organizing street stalls during the Witte de With festival in September and supporting a 
project with the youth group.
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DECEMBER
15 Sat  20.00 Benefit Concert with the ‘Tollens Ensemble’ 
   (for Stichting Living Water Link)
16 Sun  10.30  Worship – with the Joyful Singers
  17.00  Christmas Tea
  19.00  Carol Service – Rev. J. Pot, Choir & Children’s choir
19 Wed 12.00  ‘Mamre’ Christmas reception
20 Thu 18.30  Carol Singing – in the Cool & reception in Lower Hall
23 Sun 10.30  Family Service – with the Children’s choir
24 Mon 19.30  Christmas Eve Service – with Hope Baptist Church
25 Tue 10.30  Christmas Day Service
30 Sun 10.30  Worship – with the Children’s Choir

JANUARY
06 Sun 10.30  Worship & Communion – with the Choir
13 Sun 10.30  Worship – with the Sonrise group
15 Tue 19.45 Consistory
20 Sun 10.30  Worship – with the Choir
27 Sun 10.30  Worship – with the Joyful Singers
  12.15  Prayer Service
29 Tue 19.45  Council  

Bible readings for Sundays (follow the lectionary):
December    January
02  Isaiah 2 v. 1 – 5   06  Matthew 2 v. 1 – 12
09  Isaiah 11 v. 1 – 10   13 Matthew 3 v. 1 – 17
16  Isaiah 35 v. 1 – 10   20  John 1 v. 29 – 42
23  Matthew 1 v. 18 – 25  27 Matthew 4 v. 12 – 23
30  Matthew 2 v. 13 – 23

DANCING HATS AND BITS AND BYTES  
On Saturday 24th November we had a wonderful social evening and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the many people who contributed to make it such a success.  Really there were 
so many helpers and participants that I won’t name them all personally so I hope you will accept a 
general Thank you.  About 70 people were present to enjoy the hat show (I think the ones involved 
had the most fun preparing). Thanks to Rosita’s collection, added to Emma’s and my contribution, 
we managed to sell 11 hats and auction off 2 others. 
 
The children made some very attractive hats, and flowers were everywhere.  The African head-dresses 
stunned many of us, especially the skill they showed in making them. 
The computer forum group had to be dragged away from the creche room to join with the Scottish 
dancing. Well, sort of Scottish dancing... with a hint of the English influence and the fact that I am 
not a professional dancing teacher and not all Scots International Church members do as they are 
told, or have a feeling for rhythm, or left and right or........BUT IT WAS FUN!!! 
We kept all prices very low for the evening so were very surprised when a profit of almost 250 euro 

was counted. Thank you everybody! – Pam Russell.

CONGREGATIONAL DIARY
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STICHTING MA-FLO HAS BEEN CREATED 

As a regular member of our church, you will have noticed the absence of Mrs. Florence Foyab-
Bergner, affectionately called Ma Flo, during the month of November. As many of you know, Ma 
Flo has been in Cameroon, not only to visit her family, but principally to continue supporting her 
project, providing education for AIDS/HIV orphans in Bali-Nyonga, Cameroon. She has been doing 
this for quite some time, using her own means and gifts from individuals and proceeds from a 
collection in church.
Now there is the Stichting Ma-Flo, created and registered at the Rotterdam Chamber of Commerce 
on 20th September 2007. Three church members have taken this initiative to assist Ma Flo in her 
deservingly commendable and charitable work. The Stichting Ma-Flo intends to create a stronger 
base for fundraising, take care of publicity and advise Ma Flo in her work.
In the Board of Ma-Flo Hunter Smith serves as the secretary, Molly Foster as treasurer, while the 
writer of this article, Bob Hensen is the chairperson.
Unfortunately AIDS-orphans can nowadays also be found in the small town of Bali in North-Western 
Cameroon. Luckily the family and community spirit is still strong enough in Bali for these children 
to be taken up for fostering by relatives of the parents that died. However there are often already too 
many children in a family, so that there will be no money for schooling for those orphans. Through 
Ma Flo’s efforts school fees or parents’ contributions are paid and money for books, a uniform and 
exercise-books are made available. The academic progress and school attendance of children is 
checked regularly. However the number of children that qualify to benefit is likely to rise, while at the 
same time it proves to be difficult to depend on ad hoc donations alone.

Presently a seventy children at five different schools 
are supported. Apart from paying fees for the 
children, buying uniforms and books during this 
visit, Ma Flo will make arrangements with the heads 
of the schools and the parent-teacher associations, 
to form a committee for her project to improve the 
coordination, reporting and communication.
Bali-Nyonga is small town, whose inhabitants are 
predominantly farmers. Apart from growing coffee, 
they have food crops, like maize, plantains, cocoyam, 
yam, cassava, sorghum and various sorts of 
vegetables and fruits. Some of it will be sold either at 

the local market or to traders that take it to Bamenda the regional capital of the North West Province. 
With such a variety in agriculture and horticulture products, the variety of mouth watering local 
dishes is also great. A local speciality is palmwine, a white weak alcoholic liquid, with a slightly sour 
taste. It is the taken from the stem of the raffia palm and has to be drunk fresh, as it ferments quickly. 
This last quality is however used to distil palmwine into a gin-like spirit.
The Bali people adhere strongly to their tradition, which e.g. means that they recognise and respect 
the Fon of Bali and his Royal stature. In Bali Mungaka is spoken as the tribal language, but Pidgin 
and English are also used.  

The Board of the Stichting Ma-Flo has already had its first meeting, but as soon Ma Flo is back in 
early December the real work will start, as to set up a publicity campaign, produce a brochure and 
draw up a plan and budget for 2008.
In the meantime we welcome your support, preferably to our Postbank account 3802684.
Thank you in advance on behalf of the aids orphans of Bali-Nyonga!   (Ato Bob)
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Caroline and Lubomir Kudlička live in 
Ommoord and have three boys. Marek and 
Daniel are three and a half and their younger 
brother Nathan is one year old. When parents 
are at work, Lucia from Slovakia helps take care 
of the boys. Caroline (from The Netherlands) 
is a youth group leader in our church and Lubo 
(from Slovakia) is an elder. Caroline comes 
from Capelle a/d IJssel, where her parents still 
live. Her brother and younger sister live in The 
Netherlands, while her older sister lives in Israel. 
Lubo was brought up in the town of Samorin 
near Bratislava and has one sister in Vancouver.

Caroline works as an anaesthetist at Erasmus MC (Dijzigt) and will soon sit her final medical 
examinations. She says that she enjoys the variety and practical aspects of her job. With intravenous 
injections, she sees the direct results of her work. Since September Lubo has been working as a senior 
consultant for a large chemical company. He is responsible for ensuring that there is an effective 
system of internal controls in place. He also works in an international team with colleagues from 
Portugal, France, Italy, Spain and the Netherlands. “The company encourages cultural diversity 
because it can bring new ways to solve problems.” In November, Burgemeester Opstelten opened their 
new offices at the Groothandelsgebouw next to Central Station. 

When they have a day off, Caroline and Lubo prefer to be outside. Whether it is in the Dutch 
countryside or in the Slovak mountains, they love to hike and be close to nature. Saturdays are often 
spent visiting family and spending time with the children. With their boys, they like to go swimming 
at the “Tropicana” or at a beach. Alternatively they may visit the local ’kinderboerderij.’ Caroline likes 
to read books that she can relate to, such as “Forgive me, Natasha” and “Ten Fingers of God”. On 
the other hand Lubo prefers to read Dan Brown’s “Angels and Demons” or even “War and Peace” in 
Russian! Christian music (such as Michael Card or John Talbot) is popular with them.  Besides that, 
Caroline also loves classical music (e.g. Bach) and Lubo enjoys Spanish guitar music.

They both grew up in the Christian church – Caroline in the Gereformeerde Gemeente and Lubo in 
the Lutheran. When asked about what they have learned in life, they related to their own experiences. 
Caroline told of how important it is to believe in God when you are young because it is not so easy 
when you are busier and more involved later on. Schools can have a big effect and churches need to 
form the faith of young people. Lubo emphasised the truth of ‘what you sow is what you reap’. The 
Christian life is not a ‘rose garden’ and things can happen that we do not like or understand. Only 
later do we may see how the pieces of life’s jigsaw puzzle fall into place. 

When asked about favourite bible texts, Caroline shared Psalm 121 v. 1: 
“I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord – the maker of heaven and earth.” 
Lubo immediately thought of Romans 8 v. 28:
“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him.”
Among their favourite Christian songs are: “I the Lord of sea and sky” and “Daar ruist langs de 

wolken een lieflijke naam” (for Caroline) and “Amazing grace” and “How great thou art”(for Lubo).

INTRODUCING Caroline & Lubomir Kudlička



6

1. Trip to Asia
We had an amazing time over the past three weeks. Our first stop was a 10 day visit to Korea where we 
attended a Missions Conference and several other events hosted by the Sarang Community Church. 
We were there together with Malcolm and Liz McGregor and the International Director of Interserve. 
We were there at the churches’ invitation to explore ways in which the church can partner with SIM 
and Interserve in “Business Based Ministries”. It was inspiring to see the breadth of the churches’ 
vision for cross-cultural ministry and its commitment to working with established ministry agencies 
such as ours.
 
Our visit coincided with the 10th Anniversary celebrations of the opening of the SIM Korea branch 
of SIM. We greatly enjoyed meeting staff in the SIM Korea office. On our way back we spent three 
days in Singapore catching up with former SIM colleague, Ray Caggiano (now with the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association) and the folk at the SIM East Asia Office. Graeme then had two days at the 
SIM office in Chiang Mai (Thailand) before joining Carol in Phnom Penh to spend a delightful few 
days with our son Stuart and his family.
 
2. Family Matters
We arrived back in Sydney Wednesday evening but on Friday we found ourselves driving down to 
Melbourne to visit our Mums. Graeme’s mum is still in rehabilitation. She has received excellent care 
but regaining full mobility is proving to be a lengthy process. She is moving to a low care facility on 
Monday so we are going to help her with that transition. The next challenge ahead of us comes on 
Dec 4th when Graeme will have his first cataract removal surgery. Assuming all goes well, the other 
eye will be operated on a week later. Although the surgery is necessary and beneficial, Graeme is not 
looking forward to the process. We would value your continued prayers for us, especially for our 
mum’s and Graeme’s surgery and recovery.

BIRTHDAYS
December
01  Daniel Calvert 
03  Rebecca Taylor 
04  Shannon MacDonald 
08  Martha Bestman-Wallace
10  Irma Gevers 
15  Kenneth MacDonald 
17  Menen Tesema-Betre 
17  James Essel 
19  Richmond Mensah 
22  Janette van de Ben 
23  Dominic de Lange 
24  Pam Russell-Knott 
24  Isabella Snoren
28  Robin Polley 
31  Calvin Rundberg

NEWS FROM GRAEME AND CAROL KENT 
OUR SIM MISSION PARTNERS, IN AUSTRALIA 

January
03  Cindel Fleming 
04  Sean Luc de Lange
06  Peace Acquaah 
09  Maarten Brandse 
10  Florence Foyat-Bergna  
10  Irene Bom 
12  Mildred Asare-Awuku 
15  Meindert Gast 
16  Christilito Cuvulay
18  Lee Bouwman 
20  John Dossett   
22  Rebecca Harris – Evans 
23  Zoë Calvert  
26  Cor Vermeulen 
30  Julia Gwanmesia  



WHO’S WHO IN THE SICR

Minister   
Rev. Robert Calvert 
scotsintchurch@cs.com  
tel: 010 412 4779

Church administrator  
Elizabeth Dorn 
scotsintchurch@cs.com 
tel: 010 412 4779

Rentals co-ordinator  
Molly Foster 
info@sugarnspice.nl 
tel: 010 412 4779

Organists     
Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 
kamp@raketnet.nl 
tel: 010 466 5289

Choir 
Anneke Pot  

Joyful Singers  
Thomas Besong 
ttbesong@yahoo.com 
tel: 06 2205 9748 

Welcome team   
Ineke Aghasomba 
tessca@hetnet.nl 
tel: 010 479 3933

Recording
John Dossett 
tel: 0180 524 026

Church beamer
Andre van der Velden 
aavandervelden@casema.nl
tel: 010 415 83567

Youth group
Lubomir Kudlička 
Caroline Kudlička
tel: 010 4207409
Jolanda Griesdoorn 
tel: 0186 627 074

Sunday School
Nyomi Cairo 
lovelync@hotmail.com
tel: 010 477 6066 

Creche
Sylvia Airomwanbor 
tel:06 2037 3754
Maaike van der Eerden 
maaike.vander.eerden@rws.nl 
 
Secretary to the Consistory 
Richmond Mensah 
r.mensah@home.nl 
tel: 06 150 65598

Secretary to the Council
Stacey Bouwman 
staceybouwman118@
hotmail.com 
tel: 06 4355 4959

Treasurer
Jim Taylor 
tel: 071 362 5835

Offering envelopes
Denis Galloway 
tel: 0180 410 056

Property
Martijn van Horssen 
mvhorssen@burgland.nl
Rizal Sebastian
property_sicr@hotmail.com 

Financial team 
Fred Booman 
financial_sicr@hotmail.com 

Social team 
Wisteria Cairo 
w.rawlins@erasmusmc.nl 
tel: 010 477 6066
Esther Abang  
abangesther@yahoo.com

Publicity team 
Bob Hensen 
atobobhensen@hotmail.
com
tel: 06 1680 8505 
Hank Meldrum 
meldrum@xs4all.nl
tel: 078 613 5688 

Bookstall
George and Wil Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811

The Herald
Matthew Lane   
f2hmjlane472@hetnet.nl 
tel: 010 467 4313
Irma Gevers 
igevers@yahoo.com 

Church website
Irene Bom 
ibsalem@xs4all.nl 
tel: 010 265 1703
George Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811


