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Women of the Bible at the Social evening on 25th March.

LETTER 
from the pastor

My dear friends
 
Whatever thoughts you have about God, most will agree that he has a special place for the 
stranger (the one who is not like us). In fact, ‘love the stranger’ is found thirty-six times 
in the Old Testament. But what if the ‘stranger’ is a believer in Islam or Hinduism? Is God 
in other faiths and in their cultures? Does God hear their cries, even in horrible wars with 
Christian capitalist cultures? I believe that God is with us, if we are with them. 

Soon we shall be celebrating the events of Easter and Pentecost. The resurrection and 
the coming of the Spirit are cosmic events. They are not local to Jerusalem two thousand 
years ago, but relevant for all peoples in all times! If the resurrection of Christ is a cosmic 
event, then it must have made a difference for people living in the Middle Ages as well as 
today in China and the Middle East. If the coming of the Holy Spirit of God on the world 
is a cosmic event, then it must make a difference in places and with peoples, even where 
Christians are not. 

Many voices describe these present times as the ‘universal’ or ‘global’ age. So, as loyal 
followers of Christ and believers in Christianity, we need to ask: “Do we only relate to one 
another in our faith or to everyone whether they are in our faith or not? Are those born 
into another culture also in search of God?” The role of the Church and most Christians 
is to make Christ known clearly to all in our own cultures. But do we respect or write off 
other cultures?

I found a recent book by the head of the Orthodox Jewish community in the UK to be 
helpful here. Firstly, he points out that the three letters of the genetic code are the same 
in every creature. So CGA (arginine) and GCG (alanine) is the same in bats, beetles and 
bacteria. Wherever you go, all life uses the same code to make the basic units of life. In its 
simplest forms, it seems that according to scientific knowledge, all life is one. Secondly, the 
Bible offers us theological rather than scientific knowledge. The first chapter of the first 
book in the Bible contains an idea that is still revolutionary. Genesis 1 v. 26 is about being 
made in God’s likeness. It is not that someone can be in God’s image – but that everyone 
is! Again, it seems, we are rooted in a common ancestry. 

If it is true that in genetics and God, all life is one, we can try to recognize what we have 
in common with those who are ‘strangers’ to us. We are born with several differences 
– gender, race, colour, even religious background – but all these pale into insignificance 
before the Lord of all nations, tribes, religions and cultures. In these encounters, we can 
share our knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ without feelings of superiority or inferiority.

Your friend and minister,   Robert Calvert
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Inculturation, might seem a modern idea, but in fact it has certainly existed since the first 
church was built, or rather since Paul went to the meeting of the Areapagus and spoke to 
the ‘Men of Athens’. Explaining to them that their ‘unknown God’ was in fact the God of 
the Bible, made man in Jesus Christ.

Speaking in a language that is understood, using symbols that mean something to our 
audience, is part of making the Christian message relevant to the people we want to 
reach. Sceptics call it politics, but I prefer to see it as a linguistic approach. Using the right 
language.

When it was decided that the birth of Christ was to be celebrated on the 25th of December, 
it was not because there was a birth certificate lying around with that date. Rather it 
was because the big pagan festival of light was celebrated at the same time. The pagans 
knew the importance of light. By introducing Christ as the Light in our darkness, an 
understanding of the life giving importance of the Messiah was passed on.

To explain the Resurrection and the giving of new life, the church turned once again to 
already existing symbols. For example, the egg as a symbol of rebirth is not only familiar 
to Jews, but also to pagans. Some of you might find this shocking, but does it matter? The 
essential point is that people understand what we are talking about when we tell them 
about salvation, about new life, about new beginnings!

If I was to tell a Taiwanese boy in Dutch that God loves him, what effect would that have?  
If I tell people whose only staple diet is rice that Jesus is the Bread of Life, what effect would 
that have? Would it be so bad to say he is like rice, the essential stapel of our life?

If we want to be a church without walls, finding common symbols, a common language 
is important. But to find them we first have to listen, be open for what happens around 
us. That is the reason why, in my role as community minister, I am involved with the 
Bewonersorganisatie, the Plein Commissie (a group of people who live and work around 
the square), the single mums and their children of our neighbourhood. It is also why I have 
agreed to welcome about 10 guests during the Easter weekend as part of ‘Festival Mosaique’. 
This is a yearly festival organised to give people a taste of how others live/work/sleep. 
This year the festival is called ‘Zalig slapen’ as all the festival participants will be sleeping 
in churches. Our guests will be invited to join us for our Easter services, as well as Easter 
breakfast. They will also be meeting a number of asylumseekers during a concert given by 
the Eastern European women’s choir. A chance to meet and speak to people who might 
otherwise never have crossed our doorstep.

NEWS 
from the minister 
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Being a church without walls is, I believe, the only way to be a church today. A church not 
just for those inside the building, but also and maybe more so, for those outside. Being a 
church without walls is about new life, not just for the outsiders, but for the whole Church. 
It is often through outsiders that we get new insights into what we are about and what our 
faith is about. Thus we too are given new life. New life that will help us find new meaning 
in the Resurrection of Him who is the Life.

Christ is Risen!
May I wish you all a very Happy Easter
Joanne

KILLINGS, IN WHOSE NAME?
It is amazing how people who believe that God created man and woman in His own image, 
could get their actions very wrong in His name. Abraham is the father of two great faiths. 
Both faiths believe that there is only one God they are all serving and worshipping.

They call Him the God of Abraham. Is that so, one may ask. Certain events force us to ask 
the question, ‘In Whose name?’.

In February 2006, both the South East and Northern part of Nigeria were soaked with the 
blood of innocent people. Muslims and Christians alike. It was an unforgettable experience 
that I personally do not wish for anyone or any nation. Was it because people hate each 
other? No, it was because we, the world, have failed to understand the importance of 
tolerance. 

Jesus Christ is God for me. To a Muslim, He was a great prophet. I have no opinion on 
Mohammed, because I do not know about him. But what is clear to the man in the street, 
is that they both came to represent God the Father. To do His will not theirs, said Jesus 
Himself. Why should anyone see it as God’s will to kill those He sent. His representatives 
who have come to save? Have we received the representation of God, but failed to 
understand the message? Not my will, but the will of God Who sent me. Does this still 
mean anything to us?      Peter Aghasomba

  
My mum taught me to say thank you.  
My mum alway told me to say thank you whenever anyone gave me something or was 
kind in any way. Within the Scots International Church, we are often treated to some-
thing special during coffee after the service. Sometimes biscuits or cakes, we have even  
been treated to beautifully prepared delicious fresh fruit. These lovely surprises are 
appreciated by so many of us, so may I speak for us all?              Thank you 
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CONGREGATIONAL DIARY

APRIL
Sun 09 10.30  Worship, Palm Sunday, Sonrise group

Tue  11  19.45  Consistory   (Church centre)

Fri 14 19.30  Good Friday Service, Rev. Evans-Boiten

Sun 16 09.00  Easter Sunday Service

  10.30  Family Service, Rev. Calvert, Joyful Singers, Baptism

Sat 22  10.00 Workshop for elders and deacons  (Lower Hall)

Sun 23  10.30  Worship, Choir, Rev. Calvert,

Wed 26 14.00  Mamre board meeting  (Church centre)

Thu 27 19.45  Council meeting  (Church centre)

Sun 30 10.30 Worship, Rev. Pot, Joyful Singers

MAY
Sun 07 10.30  Worship, Rev. Calvert, Choir 

Sat 13 12.00 Wedding Corina van der Laan & Claude

Sun 14 10.30  Worship, Rev. Calvert, Sonrise group

  12.00 Church conference (Lower Hall)

Mon 15 19.30 SKIN-Rotterdam public meeting  (Lower Hall)

Tue 16 19.45 Consistory meeting  (Church centre)

Sat 20 11.00  SKIN members meeting  (Utrecht)

  11.00  Spring Fayre  (Anglican Seaman’s Centre)

Sun 21 10.30  Worship, Rev. Evans-Boiten, Choir

Sun 28  10.30  Worship, Rev. Calvert, Joyful Singers 

  12.15 Prayer Service (pilot version!) (Church)
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JUNE
Sun 04 10.30  Worship, Communion, Rev. Calvert, Choir

Thu 08 19.45  Council meeting  (Church centre)

Fri 09  Wedding Helena Bronckhorst & Gerard van Haendel

Sun 11 10.30  Worship, Rev. M. Stark, Sonrise group

Sun 18 10.30 Worship, Rev. Calvert, Covenant Service, Choir

Sun 25 10.30 Worship, Rev. Evans-Boiten, Joyful Singers

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES - All are welcome
Wed  06.30 City churches’ praying meeting  (Lower Hall)
Wed  09.30 Ladies’ Bible Study  (Creche)
Wed  10.30 ‘Mamre’ lunch reception (Lower Hall)
Wed  19.30  ‘Rotterdam East’ home group (tel. 452 7014 / 458 3567)
Wed  20.00 Pilgrims’ Bible study (tel. 2651703)

APRIL
06 Esinam Dzisworshie  
07 Pelle Brits  
07 Naomi Hoebel   
08 Roberto Raymond  
08 Hetty Brand-Boswijk 
08 Marco Brand   
09 Caroline Kudlickova  
13 Olaf de Zanger  
17 Gladys Acquah  
18 George Ross   
19 Emmanuel Asare   
25 Osasere Ovensehi                         
27 Joke Cromwell   
28 Robert Ewing   

MAY
01 Klazina Rigters
01 Alexander Cuvulay
05 Lubomir Kudlicka
07 Fane Mensah
12 Susan Dossett
18 Patricia Cuvulay

BIRTHDAYS - May God bless you

23 Shawn Raymond
23 Daniel Deutz
24 Ineke Aghasomba
24 Gail Brandse
24 Norma Taylor
24 Samuel Mensah
24 Yvonne Mensah
28 Anneke Mulder

JUNE
01 Ato Cromwell  
03 Alan Aldus 
03 Hunter Smith
06 André van der Velden 
08 Anneke Pot 
12 Joanne de Zanger
16 Dennis Raymond 
19 Hein Reuijl 
23 Ruth Vissia 
26 Rignalda Fleming 
27 Thomas Afari
29 Isaac Dierx 
30 Peter Aghasomba



CONGREGATIONAL NOTES
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Many will now know that Lucas and Rachel Moes will be leaving at the beginning of May 
for Toronto where Lucas has been offered a new job. They will be greatly missed since 
Rachel has been a mainstay of Sunday school worship and both Lucas and Rachel were 
committed members of the Pilgrims’ Bible study and the Sonrise worship group. As well as 
recently being elected as a deacon, Lucas was the webmaster of a European urban ministry 
website for our pastor (see www.placenetwork.org). We have just heard that Eddy and Alice 
Mak are also leaving this month to return to England. They will be missed in the church, 
Pilgrim’s group and the Sonrise group. May the Lord continue to guide you all.

The church congratulates Sander and Rejane Stolk on the birth of as son, Nathan, on 1st 
February and to Jolanda and Wim Griesdoorn on the birth of a son, Sijmen Tomas, a 
brother for Eli, on 12th March.
David and Gifty Dziworshie have been in touch from Ghana where they have witnessed 
may family deaths in their village. They are asking for the church and hope to return to 
Rotterdam in May. 
After a determined fight against cancer, Ria Bode died and the funeral took place on 16th 
March. We extend our sincere condolences to her sister Anneke and her mother in whose 
home she spent her last days. “We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe 
that God will bring with Jesus those that have fallen asleep in him.” (1 Thess. 4 v.14)

A new restaurant ‘De Batavier’ offers (free) three course meals on Friday evenings at 
Batavierenstraat 15 / 35 in Rotterdam. ‘Maaltijd & Meer’ is available at 17.45 to 20.00 and 
is operated by Christians from different churches and associated with the Voedselbank 
project. For further information, contact Menno Gort (tel. 06 21 81 84 95).

BAPTISMS
On 15th January, Elias Martijn Moes, son of Rachel and Lucas Moes (see above) and, 
on 19th February, Ayla de Wilde were baptized in the church services. Ayla’s mother 
Kirsty is from Scotland and father Marc is from the Netherlands and they live nearby in 
Moordrecht. 
On Easter Day, 16th April, the two boys of Charles and Elisabeth Ashu, Junior and 
Lesley, will be baptized. Charles and Elizabeth, who are both from Cameroon, are regular 
members of this congregation and we particularly welcome Charles’ mother Rose on this 
special occasion.
‘The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off.’ (Acts 2 v. 39) 

WEDDINGS
Warmest congratulations to Gabriella Budai and Bert Balke on their marriage on 18th 
March and also to Dayanara Dossett and Michael Rundberg on their marriage on 27th 
March. In Khartoum on April 18th Corina van der Laan and Claude are to be married and 
they plan to come to Rotterdam on 13th May for a blessing ceremony. On 9th June Helena 

Bronkhorst and Gerard van Haendal are to be married. Our thoughts will also be with 
Randy Keller who is to be married in Illinois on 20th May to Mindy Maggio. Our sincere 
good wishes to you all.

CONSISTORY NEWS
Joost Pot returned from a visit to Israel with other Church of Scotland ministers in 
January. He is interested in taking a group through McCabe Travel in the future. Robert 
Calvert and Isaac Dierx will be commissioners at the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland in Edinburgh at the end of May. We hear that our sister church in Bochum, 
Germany, will celebrate their tenth birthday this year and have invited us to join them at 
special Sundays services on 4th June and 3rd September. 
Currently Gabor Draskoczy, a pastor from from Budapest, is on placement until April 
17th and Patrick Hillis from Seattle will be leaving us in May. In the summer, we are likely 
to receive a family from Romania and student from Scotland to undertake work experience 
for the Church of Scotland ministry.
A new monthly ‘Prayer Service’ starts soon after the 10.30 service. It will offer a half hour 
for reflection, prayer and worship with a different flavour once a month from 12.00. The 
first ‘pilot’ service is planned for Sunday 28th May. We are sad that our new organist Devon 
Howard is likely to be leaving in May to take up a new appointment in Groningen.
As part of our co-operation with St. Mary’s Anglican Church, we urge everyone to look in 
on the Spring Fayre on Saturday 20th May. As it is raising funds for the Seamans’ Mission, 
it will be held at the International Seafarers’ Centre at Admiraal Trompstraat 1, Schiedam 
(tel. 426 0933 / near Vijfluizen metro). On Sunday 11th June our preacher will be Rev. 
Michael Stark and Robert Calvert will visit St. Mary’s.
‘City Safari’ regularly send professional groups to visit the church as part of a day 
exploring multicultural Rotterdam. They have awarded the church a score of 8 out of 10 as 
well as their appreciation of the hospitality offered.

‘CHURCH REVIEW’
Since we met in conference in November we have been reviewing our life and 
commitments. This has involved looking at our finances, property, pastoral oversight and 
mission projects. It seems that, in general, we are in good health but some changes need to 
take place. Therefore: 
1  All elders & deacons are invited to meet with the pastor on Saturday, 22nd April at 

10.00 to discuss a new approach to teamwork and pastoral care.
2  The whole congregation is invited on Sunday, 14th May to stay for an hour’s  

conference to take stock of the new developments.
3  The church re-commits to the Lord on Sunday, 18th June in a special Covenant 

service. This idea was discussed in January following the practice of the Methodist 
Church and many of you have responded positively.

COUNCIL NEWS
Over the next three months, the Mission offerings on Communion Sundays will be given 
to SKIN-Rotterdam (April), Graeme and Carol Kent / SIM (May) and the Mamre project 
(June).
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Smoking is prohibited in all areas of the church building in line with the law as it applies 
to public buildings like ours. There is no closed-off room available for the purpose and 
anyone wishing to smoke will have to do so outside.
Ewout Stoutjesdijk has undertaken a review of the church premises for the ‘Arbowet’ 
concerning safety in the church. At some point over the next few months, the congregation 
will be asked to vacate the building for a fire drill.
As the cost of heating the church premises is high, we asked an energy-use consultant to 
prepare a report with recommendations of how we can be more efficient.
Our sincere thanks to Wisteria Cairo, Delores Browne, Mavis Fleming, Molly Foster and 
others who organized a wonderful social evening with an African fashion show on 25th 
March. The sale of tickets and food raised 863 euros on the night.
We discussed the need for a team to co-ordinate coffee and tea on a Sunday morning. Tea 
drinkers will be glad to know that we are making tea later than before. 
The church will hold an Autumn Fayre on Friday 8th and Saturday 9th September to 
coincide with the Witte de Withstraat Festival. We need everybody to help in preparing 
different stalls and bringing their friends. 
For further information, contact Kirsteen Allan (tel. 070 324 9761).
Other fundraising ideas that we would like to work on are selling Christmas trees, car 
parking and offering language lessons. If you can help, please contact the church office.

AGM
Sixty people signed up as attending this Annual General Meeting of the Scots International 
Church on Sunday 26th February 2006. The treasurer described a slightly improved 
financial situation though we are still running at deficit and not meeting all our ministry 
costs. The energy costs of the church are high and we have arranged for an independent 
energy consultant to examine our system and give us advice. The minister spoke of the 
review of the congregation. In discussion, the need to get more people involved in Sunday 
hospitality and Sunday School music was raised. Denis Galloway thanked all who had 
contributed to the Mamre project. Alisa Kasmir raised the issue of the church complying 
with ‘no smoking’ legislation in the Netherlands. With more than 90% of the votes cast, 
Erna Booman was elected as elder and Anthony Evovo, Lucas Moes and Rizal Sebastian 
as deacons. Reports were received from the bookstall, crèche, Mamre project and the 
community ministry. Gabriella Budai appealed for support for the social evening and the 
Church Fayre. Irene Bom provided an update on her training for the auxiliary ministry.

EASTER
On Palm Sunday we will be reminded of the crowds lining the streets because it falls on 
Marathon Sunday in Rotterdam. The Sonrise group will help to lead our praise. On Good 
Friday, Joanne Evans-Boiten and others will lead in a reflective service on the death of 
Jesus Christ. On Easter Sunday morning, we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
with a breakfast at 09.00 – please let Liz van der Velden know what you will be bringing! 
Afterwards at 10.30 the Easter Family Service will be led by the Joyful Singers. 
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BEYOND ROTTERDAM
In April Rev. Robert Calvert will speak on ‘Unity and diversity’ at an international student 
conference in Driebergen and on ‘Church and refugees’ at the Anglican conference of 
the Archdiocese of North-Western Europe. In June Robert will go with Rev. Ian Manson, 
the Church of Scotland minister in Geneva, for meetings on new church developments 
in Romania. Together with the Focolare movement in the Roman Catholic Church, our 
pastor is offering an educational experience in northern Italy between Trent and Rome over 
21st to 30th June. Anyone interested in coming on the ‘Focolare trail’ should contact him 
straight away!
 
SKIN-ROTTERDAM
Our church is playing a key role in creation of a metropolitan network of migrant churches 
and ministries. It has already supported churches in finding new buildings and Dutch 
churches in finding non-Dutch partnerships. 
Its objectives are: 
1 To provide a platform and voice for all migrant Christian communities and ministries
2   To unite all migrant Christian communities with Dutch churches and Christian 

ministries
3   To provide common activities of benefit to their spiritual and cultural development
In January 2006, on the eve of the city elections, eight political figures from the city 
discussed their vision with more than sixty representatives of twenty-five churches and TV 
or youth ministries. A directory of member churches and support organisations is being 
produced and we hope that to offer a display exhibition or a Power point presentation 
about SKIN-Rotterdam and the role of migrant churches in the city.
The current steering group is made up of Nana Opuku (Christian Family International), 
Ola Asubiaro (Glorious Chapel International), Florence Greatbanks (St. Mary’s Anglican 
Church), Relis Riley (Holland Methodist Church), Robert Calvert (Scots International 
Church), Arie Potuyt (Messiah TV), and Paulo Oliveira (Crista Communida Rotterdam)

JOSEPH GORDON 
This dear man who was with the Scots International Church and the Mamre project for 
several years has written from Sudan. His letter tells about the uneasy peace agreement in 
the country and of the atrocious conditions in Darfur where he worked for the Canadian 
government. 
 “ I feel happy that I made a right decision to return home, home is home whatever 

happens, there is relative peace in the Sudan, the guns have fallen silent, the 
comprehensive peace agreement is reluctantly being implemented with important 
provisions being ignored, we hope the international community will again put pressure 
on the Sudan government, we are afraid that war may likely reoccur without the support 
of our international community. Our peace in Sudan is far from perfect but I feel our 
fellow Southern Sudanese in Diaspora should consider returning home to contribute 
for the development of the country, there are lots of job opportunities and business 
investments. Nobody will develop Southern Sudan, we should play a leading role to 
develop our country.”
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Dear Friends

When you read this, most of you will already know that I made a week’s pilgrimage tour 
through the Holy Land last January. I enjoyed it very much. Partly because it was a long 
standing wish to see for myself the places of biblical interest, to be in the country where 
‘it’ all happened;  but also because this tour was perfectly organised by the London travel 
operator McCabe. In the past they have organised many tours in connection with the 
Church of Scotland. 

During our visit we stayed in hotels that belong to the Church of Scotland; half the time 
in Jerusalem and the rest in Tiberias.  We began by exploring Jerusalem, then went onto 
Bethlehem and continued further into the country. Breakfast was at 8.00 every morning, 
after which we got straight onto the coach. We took lunch in different restaurants along the 
way and arrived at a hotel for evening dinner. On the Sunday we visited Capernaum, the 
lakeside where Jesus commissioned John to ‘feed his sheep’.  We had a communion service 
on the side close to where Jesus gave the Beatitudes. In the afternoon we sailed in a replica 
boat of the type used in Jesus’ time. 

A few times we stopped to buy souvenirs in a Palestinian store. We were told that 
Palestinian families (both Muslim and Christian), manufacture articles and sell them 
together as a co-opperative venture. As tourism has almost come to a halt because of the 
unrest, these people have had a hard time. Now that the climate seems to be improving, 
tourism needs a boost.

I could tell you much more and show you photos. Hopefully there will be an an 
opportunity to do so in the near future. What I regretted is that one week is too short. The 
tour operator McCabe would like those who participated in this tour to organise a 10 day 
pilgrimage tour with people from their own congregation. This would mean being a tour 
leader, alongside a guide and representative from the operator. We are thinking of spring 
2007. A group should be 20 or more people. The price they have in mind is about EUR 
1650 per person, including flights, transport in Israel, all excursions, very good food and 
non alchoholic beverages. Not included are presents and souvenirs. 
Please let me know if you are interested in taking part in a pilgrimage tour of the Holy 
Land. See you, ‘Next year in Jerusalem’. 

Joost Pot
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LETTER 
from the minister emeritus

John and Marjorie Dossett shared some 
personal reflections about their lives in their 
home in Krimpen a/d IJssel. It was on an 
afternoon four days before their daughter’s 
wedding and on the thirty-fifth anniversary of 
their own!
 
In 1991 Marjorie was going to a Pentecostal 
Church in Schiedam with Dayanara. John 
wanted to find an English-speaking church and, 
when a friend told him about the Scots Church, 
they decided to come along together. They have 
five children, four grand-children and one great 

grand-child! After moving to the Netherlands in 1977, they made their home in Krimpen 
a/d IJssel after living for a while with Marjorie’s brother in Rotterdam. 

John and Marjorie have known each other a long time as they were neighbours in 
Willemstad in Curacao. A further curiosity is that Marjorie’s sister is married to John’s 
brother and they are involved in a church in the south of Rotterdam. In 1993, John retired 
from a career in construction work and ship-building. He says that he still misses it and 
Dayanara says that she misses the goodies that he would bring back from the office! 

Though they both enjoy Antilleans music, John has a big collection of American Gospel 
and likes Tina Turner. Marjorie has a soft spot for Bill Crosbie and once sung for three 
years in the women’s police choir. When eating out, John likes fish and Marjorie prefers 
vegetables and rice. They enjoy going back to Curacao but Marjorie’s favourite vacation 
spot is in Barcelona, Spain. 

When asked about favourite bible texts John spoke of Jesus telling about the withered 
fig tree (Mark 11 v.20-26) and how faith can move a mountain. Marjorie opened her 
Papiamento bible at the trial and suffering of Christ but said that she especially likes the 
‘beatitudes’ of Jesus (Matthew 5 v. 1-12). John has recently stood down as a deacon on the 
church council where he served for the maximum twelve years!  
They are a familiar sight on the rear right hand side of the sanctuary where John continues 
to manage the recording team.
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JOHN AND MARJORIE DOSSETT 
in focus



Studying theology alone is not enough to become a minister in the Church of Scotland. 
In fact a very important part of our training as candidates for the ministry was the yearly 
conference we all had to attend. The programme at these conferences included such things 
as Bible exams, Church law, child protection, worship, seeing and understanding the 
Church of Scotland offices, etc. 

Some conferences were better than others, but the one that sticks out in my mind is the one 
we later named the ‘Gulag’. It lasted sooooo loooong, that by the end we no longer could 
remember why we were there in the first place. Luckily, we found strength in each other 
and a group of us got quite close through this horendous experience. Though we were not 
all studying at New College, we managed to keep in touch and soon decided our group 
needed to have some official status and a name to go with it.
At many a conference we had laughed about the standard formula “We welcome in our 
midst…”. It was used to introduce a guest speaker, and after some thinking the name ‘In 
our midst’ seemed appropriate and was unanimously chosen.

After graduation a new danger loomed. We all had to do 15 months probation in different 
churches, different cities even, so how could we continue to share our experiences? The 
answer was obvious; we just had to make visiting each others patch part of our training. 
And that is what we did, visiting many churches (and as many restaurants), sharing our 
good and not so good experiences.

Since then we have all been called to different places, we have spread out and settled in 
our own churches. The visits, however continue and very fruitful they are too, as I recently 
discovered when I was given a recording of the ‘Drop the dead minister, Assembly Anent, 
General Assembly 2005’. A very humourous CD produced by members of ‘In our Midst’ 
with proceedings going to Christian Aid.

Sadly for me the parishes of my friends and colleagues are all in Scotland, so I haven’t been 
able to attend the most recent meetings. However, ‘In our midst’ is coming to Rotterdam 
in November! According to the latest known figures, we expect about 10 friendly, funny, 
young (hum) ministers from the 28th to the 30th of November 2006. Of course these 
poor ministers (and spouses?) need a bed for the 2 nights. If you feel adventurous or plain 
curious, or if you just want to welcome someone in your midst, please let me know so that 
I can assure the members of ‘In our midst’ that all are welcome.
Joanne

WELCOME ‘IN OUR MIDST’
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In preparation for the coming Church Fair in September we will need loads of 
jars to make marmalade in advance. Please help us by collecting jam jars with 
lids, preferably 450 g size. Bring it to church and give to Pam Russel. 

NEWS FROM THE KENTS
It’s hard to imagine we are in our fifth year of living and working in South Carolina and 
when July comes we will find ourselves heading back to Australia. In our next newsletter we 
will write about our reflections of our time here, as well as our new responsibilities in SIM, 
but that time will come soon enough! 

On February 2nd we set out on a journey that took us to Peru (SIM regional Management 
Seminar), followed by a Spiritual Life Conference for missionaries and their families at the 
coast. We then on to Australia to attend our nephew’s wedding. We saw family and friends again. 
Just days after we returned to Charlotte, we attended our last International Leadership 
Retreat in the foothills of North Carolina. It’s been such a special joy to be part of this Team 
so we cherished this occasion spending time in discussion and prayer with our colleagues.
Apart from our normal day to day activities, Graeme is preparing for SIM’s 3 yearly 
International Council meeting at which the ‘Faith Effects’ priorities for SIM will be 
discussed and affirmed. This will be a strategic gathering of all our Sending and Field 
Directors and we are praying that God will use the 2 weeks these leaders have together to 
shape SIM for the future. We praise the Lord for Malcolm and Liz McGregor and for the 
bold leadership they give to our Mission.

Well that brings you up to date on work related things. Personally we are doing fine and are 
so thankful that Graeme’s 6 month post operative PSA blood test came back 0.00 – as low 
as possible and therefore as good as it gets!! Praise the Lord.

As you remember us, please keep us in your prayers.   
For prayer and praise:
 Praise the Lord for safe travel over many miles.
 For the opportunities of ministry
 For Graeme’s good PSA result
 For us to focus on the things we still have to do in the US

Many thanks and much love, 
Carol and Graeme



THE BAKKER FAMILY IN JAPAN
Due to circumstances Annet, Leo and Elizabeth will be leaving Japan in April. They will 
spend 3 weeks at a retreat centre in Thailand before flying back to the Netherlands on May 
the 8th. Please pray for strength and guidance as they readjust to the new situation.

For more information contact Matthew and Henriette Lane    

MISSION NEWS
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