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My dear friends

The summer months bring new opportunities. Whether we are travelling or staying at 
home, there is an opportunity to do things differently from the rest of the year. I enjoy 
summer in our church because we can also worship in a new way. This summer, with 
our three choirs, Sunday school and youth group on holiday, the service is shorter. The 
sermon will be more of a dialogue and the children remain in the service. But why 
don’t we feel free to do this all year round if it is not more appropriate? Let me share 
with you a different outline for Sunday mornings. 

The first service is from 10.00 to 11.00 and the second service is from 11.30 to 12.30. 
One would be a more traditional service, accompanied by the organ and piano. The 
other would be more contemporary, with guitars and percussion. The Choir, Joyful 
Singers and Sonrise group would decide with our minister or worship leader which 
service they would support. Each service would have a different ethos that would 
appeal to different people. There would be greater potential to reach new people 
through a shorter and more specific style of service. 

Rather than destroy the unity that one service offers, this would add to the unity. 
Teachers and young people would be able to actively participate. Rather than try to do 
everything in one service (baptisms, new members, different choirs, open spots, etc) 
we can spread them across a Sunday morning. We can be more relaxed about serving 
communion as initially the numbers would be smaller. The contemporary service 
could offer the opportunity to be more informal and serve each other with a loaf  
of bread.

We would continue to have a crèche to help young parents during both services, but 
there would be no Sunday School or Youth Group. Instead our children would be 
taken seriously as a key part of all that we do in worship. There are increased stresses 
and strains involved with having ‘extra’ groups in the service. The answer to this might 
be a ‘reduced’ Sunday School or youth group during one of the services. Coffee could 
be served in the Lower hall from 11.00 to 13.00. Our Lower Hall would be totally 
redecorated, brighter with warmer features, and a soft sitting area. By reducing the 
dreadful echo in the hall through minor changes to the ceiling, it would become a 
more pleasant place for people to meet each other.

Last month I was delighted to be a guest in my former church in Glasgow on its fiftieth 
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anniversary. Although I heard some nostalgia for the old days (actually it was never as 
rosy as we tell it), I was encouraged to see a church moving forward. By the way, the 
congregation of Drumchapel St. Mark’s send you their warmest greetings as I relayed 
yours to them. Perhaps, if you have the chance to visit other churches while on holiday, 
you will bring our greetings to them! 

Your friend and minister

Robert A. Calvert
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SUMMER DIARY
for July & August

JULY

Sun 3 10.30 “Nothing but the best” & sacrament of communion John 2 
   Rev. Robert Calvert

Tue 5 19.00 Urban group – cycling in the park 

Sun 10 10.30 “Bread of Life”   John 6 
   Rev. Robert Calvert

Sun 17 10.30 “Light of the World” & welcome of new members John 9 
   Rev. Robert Calvert

Sat  23 19.00 Concert with the Continental Singers

Sun 24 10.30 “The good shepherd” John 10 
   Rev. Joanne Evans
  13.00  Lunch for delegates of Reformed Ecumenical Assembly

Sun 31 10.30 “Resurrection and life”  John 11 
   Irene Bom

AUGUST  

Sun 7   10.30 “Journeying” (1) & sacrament of communion Ruth 1  
   Rev. Joanne Evans

Sun 14 10.30 “Journeying” (2) Ruth 3 
   Rev. Joanne Evans

Sun 21 10.30 “Going for gold” Phillip. 3 - 4 
   Rev. Robert Calvert

Sun 28  10.30 Visit of Bochum - with “Joyful Singers” of both churches
   & guest preacher:  Rev. Jimmy Brown
  12.15  Barbecue lunch

JULY 
2 Justine Thandile Brandse
4 Marek Kudlicka
4 Daniel Kudlicka
6 Samuel Osei
12 Charles Ashu
12 Rosemary Imuentinyan Ovensehi 
16 Lyneke Harris-Evans
16 Anna Harris-Evans
17 Vincent Gwanmesia
18 Maureen Vollema
19 Olivia Poku-Polley
20 Hendrik Etienne
20 Andrew Sondengam
23 Stacey Bouwman
23 Efrain Cuvulay
23 Sheretta Polley
24 Beatrice Bestman
28 Simeon Calvert
30 Tjakko Bouwman
30 Myron Etienne
30 Evelyn Koomson

BIRTHDAYS
May God bless you

AUGUST
2 Jim Bell
2 Wisteria Cairo
5 Lesley-Ann Calvert
5 Virginia Hendriks
6 Jan Ruigendijk
8 Sheana MacDonald
14 Joyce Mensah
15 Ben Evans
17 Sharon Cromwell
17 Andrew Jarvis
18 Jean Galloway
18 Werner de Lange
19 Beverly Bouwman
21 David Dziworshie
21 Antoinette Huvers
22 Mary Christian
24 Mercy Appiah Woode
25 Henriette Lane
27 Jolanda Griesdoorn
27 Benjamin Jarvis
27 Daniel Oppong Sarfo
29 Thomas Ewing
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NEWS
from the congregation
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On Saturday evening of 23rd July we are hosting the Continental Singers in the church. 
Since their other venue was cancelled at short notice, we are helping to organize bed 
and breakfast for two nights (22nd and 23rd). There are about twenty-seven in the 
group and are mainly teenagers from North America. The headquarters of Continental 
Singers / Sounds is in Rotterdam and you are sure to enjoy a first-class concert of 
contemporary songs of praise.



On Sunday 24th July, after meeting in Utrecht for their bi-annual Reformed 
Ecumenical Assembly, at least one hundred and twenty-five delegates from around the 
world will come to the Scots International Church and split into ten groups. Each will 
visit three migrant church services in Rotterdam before coming back to the church for 
lunch and a final reflection. The minister would be glad to know if you can help. We 
need people who are able to be an escort from 09.30 to 13.00 or to serve lunch from 
12.30 to 14.00. The Reformed Ecumenical Council unites ten million believers in 39 
Reformed churches from 39 countries. It is a fellowship of Reformed churches from 
Australia, Canada, Botswana, Dominican Republic, France, Greece, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Kenya, Malawi, Mexico, Mozambique, Myanmar, Netherlands, Nigeria, 
Philippines, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Uganda, United States, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe.



On Sunday 28th August, a large bus from our sister church in Bochum, Germany, will 
arrive with about thirty members. On the bus will be their preacher, the Rev. Jimmy 
Brown, and their African style choir – yes, you’ve guessed it – “the Joyful Singers”! 
We will have a barbecue lunch in the hall, garden and on the ‘plein’ – so make it a 
date in your agenda! We need to know how many can bring their barbecues as well as 
donations of meat, bread, salads and drinks. 


 
Children are encouraged to stay in church during the Sunday services in July and 
August and quiet activities will be provided. Sermons will involve something of a 
dialogue and themes include the “I am” sayings of Jesus / Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code 
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in July and “Journeying” through the book of Ruth in August. An excerpt of an essay 
by Daniel Calvert about this best-seller is offered as an introduction.



Looking ahead to the autumn, the minister is interested to know how many would 
join a fellowship or bible study group. If you are keen to host it or lead it, please speak 
to Robert Calvert. Starting in October, they could meet every second week. The church 
has lot of useful bible study books and video programmes and they may be borrowed 
for use in your home.



We have had attractive publicity cards produced for the Scots International Church. 
Business card sized and double folded, they are available upon request from the church 
office (010  412 4779). The cards have been designed to be used as personal invitations 
rather than to be left in public places. Let’s make the church known!



OTHER CONGREGATIONAL NEWS

We congratulate old friends who were involved with Scots International Church two 
years ago. Randy Keller in Michigan has just announced his wedding in May 2006. 
Our summer placement Jonathan de Groot and his wife Sheona are delighted with 
the birth of Joshua Andrew on 9th June.

New members are joining the Scots International Church! In May, Dianara Dossett, 
Rebecca Howard and Ediri Sobotie joined by profession of faith. In June, Fred and 
Erna Booman, Lucas and Rachel Moes, Herbert and Sandra Soanes were resolved as 
new members and they will be publicly welcomed into this international family in July. 

In the Presbyterian tradition, we love to claim the covenant promises of God for our 
very youngest of children as they grow up in the Christian faith. The baptisms of Ann-
Lynne Beverley Maria Bouwman (on 8th May), Calvin Gilroy Dossett on (15th May) 
and of Oritsesholaye Tobias Stoutjesdijk (on 19th June) took place. “The promise is for 
you and your children and for all who are far off.” (Acts 2 v.39) 

Last month wedding bells also sounded! Congratulations to Licia Dieleman and 
Frank Knoester on their wedding on 11th June in this church and to Rev. Stefan Dierx, 
formerly of this church in a previous generation, who was married on June 24th to 
Paula in s’Gravenzande. 



6

COUNCIL REPORT

The Council has been deliberating in May and June over the difficult financial 
situation in which we find ourselves. The burden of paying full ministry costs and 
unexpectedly large electricity bills have drained our resources. While the church hall 
is not a party centre, we are able to rent it out, thus earning some income to maintain 
the building. Molly Foster explained how the caretakers operate and the system behind 
the rental contract. The Council has also been looking at new designs for possible 
future decoration of the lower hall, but no decisions can be made until we can see 
our way clearly with finance and rentals. Friso Smith of the Bewoners-Organisatie 
Cool, along with the Richmond Ofori and Helder dos Santos (both pastors of the 
other congregations using the premises) have been informed of our situation. We are 
delighted to accept a quantity of free publicity cards, designed by Irma Gevers.

CONSISTORY REPORT

The Consistory has agreed to accept Patrick Hillis as an intern next year. Patrick 
comes from Tacoma in the United States. He is a mature and gifted young man who 
has played basketball professionally. His father is a Presbyterian minister and a friend 
of Robert’s. This arrangement will not involve any costs to the church. He will be 
working with the minister on urban ministry projects, with young adults and the 
youth group within the congregation. 

We have been invited to be involved with ‘Stichting Impact’ in building an active 
network for post-disaster spiritual care. This government initiative follows the 
tragic events in the Bijlmer, Enschede and Volendam, and is less about aftercare and 
more about responding to disaster quickly and creatively. Robert Calvert has some 
experience of the aftermaths of Lockerbie and a serious bus crash in Glasgow.

In the last year, we have received two items related to our history – a pulpit bible 
printed in 1730, and handwritten lectures on the basis of the Christian faith by  
Rev. J. Irwin Brown in 1803. Before giving them to the Gemeente Archives for safe-
keeping, we are considering if we should display these and other items relating to the 
history of our church.

NEWS
from the council
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Last month the minister put out a questionnaire about language translation, which has 
to date not been seriously considered (although translation is widely used elsewhere). 
It is clear from this survey that most people in the congregation understand English 
reasonably well, but there is a small minority who struggle. We also heard from some 
gifted members in the church who speak several languages. They would be willing 
to help if we were ever to translate the service into other major languages (using a 
headphone system). 

We have said a fond farewell to our Council Secretary, Sami Ghantous, who has moved 
with his young family to a Dutch church in Lekkerkerk. 
Our elder, Irene Bom, who will preach on 31st July, will be less available after the 
summer. She will be undertaking a part-time placement for six months as part of her 
training to become an auxiliary minister. 
At this time of year, we say thank you to the Choir, Joyful Singers and Sonrise group 
who have made such a big contribution to worship. We hope that they, together 
with the Sunday School teachers and Youth Group Leaders, have a restful break in 
July and August. Despite illness and hard work, the youth group had a good week in 
Switzerland in May. We are very grateful to our sister congregation in Geneva, who 
are the oldest church in the Presbytery, for making them welcome and providing 
hospitality.

Youth group at Calvin’s institute of theology 
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Now that the Mamre website is on air, I think it is time to write a piece about the 
project to wet your appetite and make you want to find out more. Though most of you 
have heard about Mamre, I believe many in the Scots International Church have only a 
vague notion of what Mamre is about 

Mamre is a hospitality project for  “newcomers”, or if you want to use the politically 
correct term, ”migrants” in Rotterdam. As Christians, we have a duty to offer 
hospitality to strangers in our midst. To people who have left their homes and families 
and who find themselves in a foreign country and culture. Often with nowhere to go.
Mamre wants to offer these newcomers friendship, a listening ear and of course 
practical things too, like a hot meal, clothes and advice if required. As most of us in 
the Scots International Church are in some way newcomers, I believe Mamre is a 
particularly suitable project for us. But in what way does Mamre offer hospitality?

First there is the Wednesday drop in: at about 10.00 am we open up the hall, make 
coffee and tea and start to prepare the space for our activities. We set up a big table 
for people to sit around, a table tennis table, games and a book stall. Recently I have 
prepared a separate corner where a couple of Eastern European men receive English 
lessons. Before the first visitors arrive, we sit down together and pray for the day ahead 
of us and for the people we might meet.

At around 11 am, the food which we receive from the voedselbank arrives. Depending 
on our inspiration, we decide how we can turn it into a meal for 20 to 25 people.

By this time a couple of people might have come in. The volunteers who are not busy 
in the kitchen  listen, chat or play games with them, often over a cup of tea or coffee.
We hope that through offering more activities (like Dutch lessons, computer with 
internet access) more people will find a home with us.

When I first arrived here, the visitors to Mamre were mainly young English speaking 
African men. I soon felt that more needed to be done for women, and was delighted  
to discover that this feeling was shared with people  from the Paulus kerk. We decided 
to start with a one off evening for Eastern European women:  a meal  with music and 
much singing. And for a couple of hours, the women managed to forget their trials and 
tribulations. The evening was such a success that not only did we decide to have similar 
evenings once a month, but the women themselves started  a choir and have already 
performed on several occasions.

Mamre 
update 

Another experiment which we want to develop is a sports morning. We spent a 
morning moving to music, and learning to play hockey.
Again it was amazing to see people who are so troubled forget their pain and worries 
for a few hours. People we often just see sitting on a chair, suddenly came to life. They 
had found their pride again, they were somebody. Some people even showed a healthy 
dose of competitiveness. I believe it is essential to develop this activity as physical 
health can improve mental health.

But Mamre is not just inward looking, it is also about making contact with the outside 
world. Contacts have therefore been made with people who live in the church area. 
We have befriended a group of single parents and their children and shared a couple 
of meals with them. This kind of exchange is important for all; it helps us get to know, 
respect and accept each other.

The more Mamre develops the more help we will need; both financially and practically. 
We continue to need clothes (at the moment men’s clothes only), containers (with lids) 
and money. We need volunteers, people who want to be involved in one or more of our 
activities, or who could offer their gifts to help us (newsletter, language lessons, sport, 
theatre, music…). And of course we need your prayers. You can help us!

Come and visit us , if you want to be inspired or if you want to inspire us!
Or you can visit the Mamre website: www.mamre.nl

May God bless you all
Joanne
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of Geneva from another perspective.  In the evening we had dinner and played 
football. We could not make it late, because we had to wake up early the next day. 
Besides sanding and cleaning we had to paint the walls and ceiling. Travis, Dominic, 
Daniel and Lubo were in charge of renovating the Geneva Youth Group room. 
Unfortunately, some of us felt ill. 

In the afternoon we took a bus to France. At the border we boarded a telecabin 
and went up the mountain. From the top we had a nice view of the Alps, Geneva 
and the lake. The competition to see who wouldn’t get ill had just started!  None 
of us wanted to be ill and we all thought (or hoped) we were strong enough to stay 
healthy. However, we were not the only ones to become ill, some of our host families 
succumbed too. On Saturday we even had to cancel the social evening with people of 
the congregation. However, so that they could thank us for all the hard work we had 
done, they took us out for dinner (those who were still healthy). 

Reaching the church that Sunday was not easy, because Geneva was staging its first 
real marathon. However we all made it in time to worship together with the whole 
congregation. One of our Youth Group members, Rignalda, did the bible reading. 
Lubo was asked to tell the congregation something about our church in Rotterdam 
and the youth group. In the afternoon everybody was very quiet. Was it because of 
the illness, memories of the good times we had had in Geneva, or longing for home? 
We had a great time in Geneva. Lots of fun, nice trips, hard work and wonderful 
fellowship! We would really like to thank Ian Manson and his family for the very warm 
welcome and hospitality they gave us. We hope their youth group will be able to come 
over to Rotterdam next year.

 Willemijn Gwanmesia, Youth Group Leader
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Last month the Youth Group went to Geneva in Switzerland. From Tuesday until 
Sunday night. The church of Scotland in Geneva invited us for a (working) holiday. 
We had a great time. We would like to share some of the impressions we had. 

It was already late when we arrived at Geneva Airport. We were curious to meet the 
Rev. Ian Manson and our hosts. Once we had met them we were taken the homes of 
our hosts. Everybody was very tired and the next morning we were expected to meet  
in church at 10 am.   

The Church of Scotland is situated in the old town of Geneva. Up on the hill you can 
see the cathedral. Lots of people visit this cathedral and those who are adventurous 
enough climb the tower too. I forget how many steps it was, but it is quite a few!!! 
Close to the Cathedral you will find the Auditoire of Jean Calvin, where the Church 
of Scotland congregation worship. In the attick above the church we received a warm 
welcome. The program for that day was to clear the walls of pictures etc., and sanding 
down surfaces in preparation for other tasks. We had a job to do in Geneva: to paint 
the church hall and work on a room for the Youth Group. It was hard work, but we 
enjoyed working together. That afternoon the church had organised a tour of the 
United Nations buildings for us. Although there was a huge queue of people waiting 
to get in, we just passed them, as one of the congregation members has been working 
there for many years. On our way back, we took a water taxi in order to have a glimpse 

YOUTH GROUP
in Geneva



The Da Vinci Code was written by Dan Brown 
and was published in March 2003. Since the 
release of the book more than 6 million copies 
sold in the first year and it has been translated 
into over 40 languages. The book has broken 
record after record, taking number one 
position in several ranking lists and selling 
between 80,000 and 90,000 copies per week.

The book The Da Vinci Code has had a 
massive impact on religion and forced a wave 
of criticism. But it is not only religion that it 

affected, so I am now going to briefly talk about what else the book affected.  The book 
also influenced tourism; it attracted may tourists to the locations within the book. For 
example the Temple Church, since the publishing of the book, has recorded its largest 
ever attendances and the Roselyn church has attracted flocks of people streaming 
through its doors. Not only this, but in London now there are tours where you are 
taken in a car through the city and shown all the different sites. But the book has also 
affected other global markets; several board games have already come out as well as 
card games. There is a film being planned that would be expected out in 2006. I think 
that it is a shame that as soon as a book becomes popular, all this merchandise comes 
out related to the book. It causes a kind of hype around the story and people start to 
forget that it was actually all based on a book. I do not have anything against them 
making a film out of a book, but I find that all the merchandise around the book spoils 
it in a way.

I found it a delight to read The Da Vinci Code. I enjoyed it thoroughly and would 
advise it to anyone interested. The book takes the reader by the scuff of the neck and 
drags him or her through the text. It makes the reader want more all the time. It puts 
together a mixture of genres including detective, religion, history, etc. The style of 
writing can be simply put into one word: marvelous. 

The way in which it questions Christianity I appreciated, strangely enough. It takes 
enormous guts to sit down to do the research and write such a challenging book about 
the biggest religion in the world. Even though the author fails in many ways to prove 
his points, I found that he did a very good job of thinking of the arguments he did. It 
must have cost him years of research to come up with them and I am sure that most 

The Da Vinci Code
and its impact on religion
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Secretary to the Consistory 
Virginia Hendriks
veehendriks@cs.com
tel: 010 476 7740

Secretary to the Council
Vacant 
 
Treasurers
Maarten Brandse 
maartenandgailbrandse@compuserve.com  
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Jan Ruigendijk 
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pstroosnijder@hotmail.com 
tel: 0180 622 688

Bookstall
George and Wil Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811

The Herald
Matthew Lane    
m.jlane3@freeler.nl 
tel: 010 467 4313
Irma Gevers 
igevers@yahoo.com 
tel: 010 235 4491

Church website
Irene Bom 
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georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811

people could not come up with even one of them. But in the end they still failed to 
convince me. Looking back at my expectations, I feel that I have got quite a lot out of 
this paper and the research that I have done. The questions that were left pondering in 
my head after I had read the book needed to be answered. By researching them they 
have been answered, and most of these questions are the ones raised in the paper.
  
  Excerpt from essay by Daniel Calvert
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Minister   
Rev. Robert Calvert 
scotsintchurch@cs.com  
tel: 010 412 4779

Community Minister / Mamre 
Rev. Joanne Evans-Boiten 
evans-b@fish.co.uk   
tel: 010 412 4779

Church administrator  
Elizabeth Doorn 
scotsintchurch@cs.com 
tel: 010 412 4779

Rentals co-ordinator  
Molly Foster 
info@sugarnspice.nl 
tel: 010 412 4779

Organists   
Christiaan v.d. Woestijne   
cvdwoest@math.LeidenUniv.nl  
tel: 0180-511264  
Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 
kamp@raketnet.nl 
tel: 010 466 5289

Choir 
Hetty Brand-Boswijk 
hboswijjk@rsm.nl 
tel: 010- 408 1925
Anneke Pot  
Anneke.Pot@wkap.nl 
tel: 078  639 2270

Joyful Singers  
Dieudonne Gwanmesia 
fam.gwanmesia@planet.nl 
tel: 010 290 0865
Pauline Manyi
Manyi20002003@hotmail.com

Sonrise
Licia Knoester
ldieleman@hotmail.com

Welcome team    
Ineke Aghasomba 
tessca@hetnet.nl 
tel: 010 479 3933

Recording
John Dossett 
tel: 0180 524 026

Church beamer
Andre van der Velden 
aa.vandervelden@hccnet.nl 
tel: 010 415 83567

Youth group
Willemijn Gwanmesia 
famgwanmesia@planet.nl 
tel: 029 755 4620
Lubomir Kudlicka 
tel: 010-4207409
Jolanda Griesdoorn 
tel: 0186 627 074

Sunday School
Richmond Mensah 
r.mensah@home.nl 
tel: 06 150 65598
Pam Russell 
russell@wanadoo.nl 
tel: 010 591 4959

Creche
Mercy Ovensehi 
tel: 010 432 7652   
Sylvia Airomwabor 
tel: 06 274 43999

(continues on p. 13)
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