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My dear friends

Can the church be good for inner-city neighbourhoods? What do people who live in 
the area where our church meet think of us? Maybe you think that it does not matter! If 
they are up early enough, they see us walking in, parking our cars, using the trams on a 
Sunday and then going away again a few hours later. What difference does it make? We 
are strangers to them. For all the good that we are to them, it would make no difference
to them if we worshipped in the revolving restaurant at the top of the Euromast!

Let us be honest. Sometimes WE are NOT good for the neighbourhood. Sometimes 
we even feel that we are war with the community! Some of you still remember 1993 
when the Scots Church wanted to celebrate the anniversary of 350 years in Rotterdam. 
The church council met to discuss what to do, and there was a suggestion to hold a 
fayre in the street and invite local people, residents, shop-keepers, etc. to join us. Some 
reacted with the feeling that they would not be interested or friendly. However, the 
church decided to ask them, and they were overwhelmed by goodwill and co-operation. 
In 1996 we decided to cooperate with the Bewoners-Organisatie Cool. For us, this 
meant sharing our church building, giving offi ce space to the community workers, 
administrators and for public meetings. In recent years, it has meant putting up a fl oat 
in the city procession on ‘Opzoomerdag’, enabling a step dance group from New York 
to work with local youth, digging gardens and beautifying a street near the church 
after Sunday worship, opening the building for social and cultural activities – for 
example, with single parents and local schools. There is also a ‘pleincommissie’ that 
meets regularly to look after the open physical area behind the church.

During a visit to Chicago in April 1994, I attended an early morning meeting on 
dealing with confl ict in the community. It started at 06.30, and was attended by about 
sixteen African-American men and women from six small struggling churches. I asked 
why they were so committed to taking this seminar every week before they went off to 
work. I will never forget what one man said: “We learned that when we go out to fi x the 
community, our churches get fi xed too!” It was just like the prophet Jeremiah who spoke 
the great commission for urban Christian: “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to 
which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you 
too will prosper.” You could translate the Hebrew word ‘shalom’ into healing rather than 
prosperity. “Seek the healing of the city,… because if it is healed, you too will be healed.” 

Last month I shared some of these stories with migrant churches at the annual meeting
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of S.K.I.N. We were talking about healing and I spoke about how Christianity has to 
be good for the health of the cities where we are situated. I remember the reply of one 
man when asked if he would like to become a Christian. He said that he might look 
into Christianity if it would be good for his dog! Most Dutch churches (also Scottish)
have their own parish or ‘parochie’. That is they are responsible for religion in an area, 
often around the church building, where people live, work or play. Most of their mem-
bers live in that neighbourhood and most people walk to church (or go by bicycle). 
These churches feel for the neighbourhood that they are in. They identify with it. They 
want to bless it and reach down into it. Most migrant churches (like ourselves) do not 
have a ‘parochie’ because these churches are networks of people - who speak another 
language and relate strongly to each other. They often come from from the wider 
region, whether by car, bus, metro or tram. These churches feel for the special needs 
of their people who are not comfortable or acculturated in the culture of the Nether-
lands. They want to identify with these people and reach out to them. 

It took a few years but now we have a community minister in the Rev. Joanne Evans-
Boiten. She is employed part-time to help us make a difference in the community 
(known as ‘Cool’) around the church or in the wider city. You can contact her if you 
would like to be involved. As a church we have identifi ed with the desperate needs of 
people who are asylum-seekers and ‘Mamre’ was created to be a safe space and support.
The question is not about what good she can do - but about whether our church can 
be good for the local inner-city neighbourhoods. Is our Christianity good for the city 
and its dogs?

Your friend and minister  

Robert A. Calvert
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Recently Ian, the children and I have been spending our Sunday afternoons planning 
our summer holidays. This year such planning has included reading guidebooks and 
studying road maps of central Europe as we are hoping to visit Romania.
On our way there we might stop off in unfamiliar countries, discovering new places, 
meeting new people. In some places we might stay a while, others we will just pass 
through on our journey.

Maybe the life of a disciple of Christ is not one big holiday, but it certainly is a journey.  
A journey with unpredictable stops; some nice others not, but also a journey with a 
specifi c destination; the kingdom.

To lead us on this journey we have a well informed multilingual guide who not only 
accompanies us on our way, but who knows about the places we are going to visit as 
he has been there before us. A guide who therefore is able to help us along the diffi cult 
parts of the road.

Though we do not have a map that will show us the route we have to take, we do have a 
guidebook that tells us what to do at the different stages of our journey.
Though we do not know what our specifi c needs during our journey will be, we know 
we have the tools that will help us deal with any situation.
Though we do not know anything about the people we will encounter on our way, we 
know that we will meet Christ in them.

Long journeys require trusting the expert. Do we trust Him who went before us?
Long journeys require rests; time to refuel. Are we making time to be spiritually fed?
Long journeys require re-orientating ourselves from time to time. Are we still heading 
in the right direction?
Long journeys require good planning. Have we planned ours?

As we look forward to our summer holidays let us refl ect on our own life’s journey, 
and let us remember those whose life journey brought them to Rotterdam. May we 
welcome them amongst us in the name of Christ.

Joanne Evans-Boiten

Life 
is a journey

THE LIVING WATER LINK IS ORGANISING A 

JUMBLE SALE (rommelmarkt) 
WHEN: Saturday 27th August 2005
WHERE:  In the Lower Hall of the 
 Scots International Church,
 Schiedamsevest 121, 3012 BH  Rotterdam
TIME:  from 9.00 am til 5.00 pm

All are invited
Please write this date in your agenda and COME!
Support The Living Water Link and her Projects
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In the 1990s this church gradually shifted from being a kind of historic cultural 
church to an intentionally international one. One Chinese student recently described 
this church moving from being mono-cultural to multi-cultural. In fact, there are a 
number of sub-cultures in the church including groups for singing, bible study, youth 
and children’s work and the ex-African seamen! 
We understand multicultural to mean a place where members not only share what they 
have in common but have the freedom to talk about their differences. We discussed the 
need for community with reference to Scott Peck’s book ‘The Different Drum’ (Arrow, 
London 1990). He explains that we must move from a false or peudo-community into 
confl ict (which he names as chaos and emptiness), before fi nding genuine commu-
nity. Here are a couple of quotes that seemed pertinent to building community in our 
church. 

“Beware of instant community. Community-making requires time as well as effort 
and sacrifi ce. It cannot be cheaply bought. In a pseudo-community a group attempts to 
purchase community cheaply by pretense. The basic pretense of pseudo-community is the 
denial of individual differences.” (p. 88f).

“To achieve genuine community the designated leader must lead and control as little as 
possible in order to encourage others to lead. In so doing, she or he must often admit weak-
ness and risk the accusation of failing to lead.” (p. 164)

At the end of March, the elders agreed to check the contact addresses and telephone 
numbers of those in their pastoral areas so that possible errors can be rectifi ed. 

Elders have been assigned the following areas: 

NEWS
from the consistory

Viginia Hendriks Emmanuel Asare Irene Bom
North East Inner West Inner North

Matthew Lane Andre vd Velden Patrick Ovensehi
Inner East Outer East Inner South

Lubomir Kudlicka Peter Aghasomba Richmond Mensah
South West South East Deep South

Rev. Robert Calvert Rev. Joanne Evans-Boiten
Minister Community minister

Hunter Smith David Harris Isaac Dierx 
Far North North West Outer North



NEWS
from the congregation
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Council meeting
At the Council meeting in April, the Council, together with other church users, agreed 
to look into replacing the dishwasher in the church kitchen. Similarly, it was agreed 
that we should go ahead and replace the church tables. To do this, the basic rental 
costs of the lower hall will be increased over a fi ve year period to cover the outlay. We 
want to ask members of the church to join in a fundraising venture - a sale of work for 
example - where we can all offer our creativity. In order to meet our targets, we need to 
increase our regular giving and fi nd ways to save as much as possible on energy costs 
(see graphs). In order to cover the cost of the Herald we ask a contribution of 50c per 
copy. It is also possible to read the Herald electronically by downloading the PDF from 
the church’s site free of charge. At the end of April, Denis Galloway will paint the front 
wall of the church. At the next meeting we may give thought to the ambience and deco-
ration of the lower hall. Irma Gevers presented her designs for church publicity cards and
we asked her to look into producing a quantity for the church family to use. In the near 
future we may need to produce more information leafl ets and it was suggested that 
we develop a new ‘logo’. Thanks was expressed to Liz van der Velden and others who 
helped set up for the well attended ‘early’ breakfast on Easter Day.



Guest preacher from Dundee
On the last weekend in May, we welcome Rev. David Clark, minister of the Steeple 
Church in Dundee to preach here. David exercises a fascinating ministry in the com-
mercial heart of the ‘City of Discovery’. Formerly David was director of ‘Scripture 
Union Scotland’ and has recently has visited other European cities with our pastor. 
David is an avid reader and encourages us to engage with modern culture through all 
available means (including the arts). The newsletter of the Steeple Church is on our 
prayer rack at the entrance to the church.

The Berlin Connection
On the 14th of May it will be sixty fi ve years to the day that Rotterdam was bombed. 14th of May it will be sixty fi ve years to the day that Rotterdam was bombed. 14th of May
The Scots Church on the Vasteland was destroyed within a matter of hours. In recent 
years a connection has been formed between pastors from the cities of Berlin and Rot-
terdam. A service of confession, reconciliation and renewal will be held in the Scots 
International Church on that Saturday at 18.00. The guest speaker will be the Rev. Axel 
Nehlsen, a Lutheran pastor from Berlin, who we are also inviting to speak at this year’s 
annual peace service in November.

On Thursday 12th May (from 10.00 to 16.00) we have been invited to a day conference 
‘Samen voor de stad’ where Axel will again be speaking. This initiative in city mission 
will be interactive and people of different professional backgrounds are very welcome. 
Please let Robert Calvert know if you would like to attend or have further information.
It will take place at the Kandelaar - now re-named as the Internationale Europort 
Christelijke Centrum - on the Nieuwe Binnenweg 310-325.

The Bochum connection
We are looking to welcome back Rev. Jimmy Brown from Bochum in Germany. 
Jimmy has been involved in the start of a new church in this industrial heartland of 
Germany. This initiative resulted from the request to take the funerals of two friends 
who were associated with a professional drama company. The congregation has grown 
to some fi fty or more people and recently they have started their own ‘Joyful Singers’! 
We hope to celebrate with an enlarged African rhythm choir on either 3rd July or 28th 
August when Jimmy will preach. Afterwards they will be staying for lunch with us 
before heading back to Germany.



SKIN Rotterdam
At the annual meeting of S.K.I.N. in Overschie in April, it was proposed to launch a 
regional network for ‘migrant’ churches around the Rotterdam area. There are more 
than one hundred different churches that have developed with leadership from out-
side of the Netherlands, but there are a number of issues (e.g. buildings, local events, 
problem-solving) that can be better dealt with locally rather than nationally. During 
the month of May, there will be four opportunities for leaders of ‘migrant’ churches to 
discuss what kind of network would help them most. If you would like to be involved, 
speak to Robert Calvert



Remembrance
The ‘Covent der kerken van Rotterdam’ would like to draw your attention to the following:
On Wednesday the 4th of May we will be remembering those who lost their lives in the 4th of May we will be remembering those who lost their lives in the 4th of May
second world war. From 18.00 until dusk all fl ags on public buildings will be fl own at half 
mast. From 19.45 until 30 seconds before 20.00, church bells nationwide will be rung.
On Sunday the 8th of May you are invited, along with all the churches in Rotterdam, 8th of May you are invited, along with all the churches in Rotterdam, 8th of May
to take part in a remembrance service organised by SJOA (remembrance of the de-
struction of Jewish life in Europe) in the Grote or Laurens Kerk in Rotterdam. SJOA is 
committed to this form of remembrace to ensure that we remain sensitive to tenden-
cies in our society which, although in different guises, often have the same root: the 
oppression of peoples and the denial of their right to exist because they are different. 
Particularly in the current climate, it is important that we take time to think about 
these issues (translation ed.).



Sun 5 10.30  Worship, Communion, Joyful Singers, preacher Rev. R Calvert
   Genesis 37

Thu 9 19.30  Consistory meeting  (Church Centre)

Sat 11 15.00  Wedding of Licia Dieleman and Frank Knoester  (Church)

Sun 12 10.30  Worship, Choir, preacher Rev. R. Calvert
   Genesis 39

Thu 16 19.30  S.E.A.N. bible study  (Church Centre)

Sun 19 10.30  Worship, Sonrise, Fathers’ Day, preacher Rev. R. Calvert
   Genesis 41

Thu 23 19.30  Council meeting  (Church Centre)

Sun 26 10.30  Worship, Choir, preacher Rev. R. Calvert 
   Genesis 45
Wed 29 20.00 Prayer meeting  (Church)

Thu 30 19.30  S.E.A.N. bible study  (Church Centre)

New dates in June ‘Church Day Outing’ and ‘Church Fayre’  to be aranged 



WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
All Welcome!

Wed  06.30 City churches’ praying meeting  (Lower Hall)
Wed  09.30 Ladies’ Bible Study  (Creche)
Wed  10.30 ‘Mamre’ lunchtime reception (Lower Hall)
Wed  20.00 Pilgrims’ Bible study (tel. 2651703)
   (not on last Wednesday of month) 
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DIARY
for May

Sun 1 10.30  Worship, Choir, Communion, preacher: Rev. J. Evans
   Genesis 16-17

Thu 5 19.30  S.E.A.N. bible study  (Church Centre)

Sun 8 10.30  Worship, Joyful Singers, Mothers’ Day, preacher: Rev. R. Calvert
   Genesis 18-22,

Thu 12 10.00  ‘Samen voor de stad’  (Nieuwe Binnenweg 310-325)

  19.30  Council meeting  (Church Centre)

Sat 14 18.00  Service of confession and reconciliation with Berliners  (Church)

Sun 15 10.30  Worship, Baptism, Choir, Pentecost, preacher: Rev. R. Calvert
   Acts 2

Thu 19 19.30  S.E.A.N. bible study  (Church Centre)

Sun 22 10.30  Worship, Sonrise, preacher: Rev. R. Calvert
   Acts 3

Tu 24 19.30 Urban support group  (Lantaren/Venster, Gouvernestraat 133)
   
Wed 25 20.00 Prayer meeting  (Church)

Sat 28 10.00  S.K.I.N. Youth Day

Sun 29 10.30  Worship, Choir, preacher: Rev. David Clark (Dundee)
   Acts 4



DIARY
for June



This line from the hymn ‘How Great Thou Art’ just about hits the spot. We had 
climbed hard all day - over glaciers with a 2.500 metre drop and the path(!!) only 
about 2 foot widths broad - to reach the snow-covered top. Not one of the 16 trekkers 
will ever forget the magnifi cent view of the majestic snow-capped mountain peaks sur-
rounding us. There wasn’t a dry eye in the house. The culmination of 4 days trekking 
couldn’t have been more rewarding. The 5th day took us back down the mountain 
- perpendicularly!!

We’ve started with the dramatic end, but the rest was almost as rewarding. Up at 6.00 
a.m., awakened with a cup of tea and bowls of hot water to wash in. After breakfast, set 
out in silver rechauffe dishes (just like a posh restaurant) we shared a bible reading andout in silver rechauffe dishes (just like a posh restaurant) we shared a bible reading andout in silver rechauffe dishes (just like a posh restaurant) we shared a bible reading
prayer and sang a couple of rousing hymns. Then it was either straight up or straight 
down a mountain, with the occasional fl at bit in between. We crossed rivers via huge 
boulders, slippery stepping stones and very shaky swing-bridges. The scenery was fan-
tastic - we saw rhodedendron bushes in the most wonderful shades of red. They lay the 
fl owers on the roofs of their houses to dry and make chutney from them. (The fl owers, 
not the roofs!) Sorry Anneke, didn’t ask for the recipe! We watched soaring eagles, vul-
tures (they had us a bit worried!), griffons, parrots, monkeys and rat-catching dogs.

We visited people in their homes. It was humbling to see such contentment with so lit-
tle. We had small gifts for the children, too shy to respond but their eyes said it all. We 
went to schools and were treated to a rendition of the Indian National Anthem.

So we walked, climbed, crawled and dreeped from 8.00 a.m. till 5.30 p.m. each day. 
Stopped for a 3-course lunch of soup, rice, chicken, curried veggies and fruit, carried 
by our fantastic bearers. We had special boots and poles, etc. - they wore fl ip-fl ops and 
ran up the mountains! Arriving at camp, after a primitive, but warm sort of shower, 
we had dinner - soup, rice, chicken, curried veggies and pudding - in the dining tent 
as it got really cold in the evening. Once again the silver dishes, the contents lit by a 
head-torch. We shared a few words of scripture and a prayer. Then a campfi re where 
the singing didn’t really get off the ground. We couldn’t compete with the stars anyway 
- the sky can’t be described.

We spent 2 nights travelling by train. The station in Dehli can only be defi ned as chaotic.
We’d never seen so many people on the move, porters who could carry hundreds of 
kilos on their heads and cows on the rails (sacred in India and not to be touched).The 
journey from station to the mountains was accomplished by kamikase jeep. Imagine a 

‘When I look down
from lofty mountain grandeur’from lofty mountain grandeur’f

steep precipice with no guard rails, a narrow road and drivers who don’t always have a 
driving licence and have never heard of the highway code. We prayed a lot!

Old and New Dehli with it’s teeming millions, the Red Fort and Jama Mashid (the 
largest mosque in India). The Tibetan school and Dalai Lama’s Temple in what is now 
called ‘little Lhasa’. The Taj Mahal where Maureen succesfully managed to ruin all the 
photos with her wistful Lady Di impression! The 2 highlights of the trip were white - 
the Dhauladhar Mountain Range created by God and the Taj Mahal built by one man 
out of love for one woman.

We were a group of 16 trekkers from Scotland, Ireland and England with a couple 
of foreigners from The Netherlands thrown in for good measure. We had an Israeli 
trek leader and his assistants, cooks and bearers came from Himachal Pradesh and 
Kashmir in India and from Nepal. We have seldom experienced such fellowship, acts 
of kindness, sharing emotionally (we did a lot of laughing and crying) and materially 
(Lesley-Ann and her lip salve).

Why had we put our minds and bodies through this ordeal? Because of the sponsor 
money raised by the group they will be able to complete the clinic for T.B. and leprosy 
patients in Nepal. We were assured that the Maoist rebels will not get their hands on 
one euro! So thank you - the bakers, painters, cookery book writer, social evening 
organisers, lemon curd maker, jewellery designers, glass engraver, those who donated 
money to our account and all those who bought, bought, bought! We thank you too 
for your prayers and good wishes. You, family, friends, congregation, colleagues and 
customers made it all possible.

So we came from 3000 metres - the roof of the world - back down to some metres below 
sea level, to be met at Schiphol by Robert holding bunches of beautiful tulips for us.

We can only close by returning to the great hymn with which we started this article.
O Lord My God! When I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made....
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.
        Lesley-Ann and Maureen 1110



MAY
01 Klazina Rigters
01 Alexander Cuvulay
07 Meta Prosè 
07 Fane Mensah
07 Amir Ghantous
12 Susan Dossett
18 Patricia Cuvulay
23 Shawn Raymond
23 Daniel Deutz
24 Ineke Aghasomba
24 Gail Brandse 
24 Safora MacDonald



An overview of the budgeted (grey) and actual (black) income of the year up to now. 
Bank deposit graph is not included.
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BIRTHDAYS
May God bless you

INCOME OVERVIEW
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24 Anita Ouweleen
24 Norma Taylor
24 Samuel Mensah
24 Yvonne Mensah
28 Anneke Mulder

APRIL
01 Ato Cromwell
03 Alan Aldus 
03 Hunter Smith
06 André van der Velden
08 Anneke Pot 
11 Ian Steel

12 Joanne de Zanger
16 Dennis Raymond
17 Samuel Enoh
19 Hein Reuijl
20 Fany Enoh
23 Ruth Vissia 
26 Tom Prosé
26 Rignalda Fleming
27 Thomas Afari
28 Marcel van Holten
29 Isaac Dierx
30 Peter Aghasomba


