
WHO’S WHO IN THE SICR

Minister   
Rev. Robert Calvert 
scotsintchurch@cs.com  
tel: 010 412 4779

Community Minister / Mamre 
Rev. Joanne Evans-Boiten 
evans-b@fish.co.uk   
tel: 010 412 4779

Church administrator  
Elizabeth Dorn 
scotsintchurch@cs.com 
tel: 010 412 4779

Rentals co-ordinator  
Molly Foster 
info@sugarnspice.nl 
tel: 010 412 4779

Organists     
Jan Hendrik v.d. Kamp 
kamp@raketnet.nl 
tel: 010 466 5289

Choir 
Anneke Pot  

Joyful Singers  
Dieudonne Gwanmesia 
fam.gwanmesia@planet.nl 
tel: 010 290 0865
Pauline Manyi
Manyi20002003@hotmail.com

Sonrise
Licia Knoester
ldieleman@hotmail.com

Welcome team   
Ineke Aghasomba 
tessca@hetnet.nl 
tel: 010 479 3933

Recording
John Dossett 
tel: 0180 524 026

Church beamer
Andre van der Velden 
aavandervelden@casema.nl
tel: 010 415 83567

Youth group
Willemijn Gwanmesia 
famgwanmesia@planet.nl 
tel: 029 755 4620
Lubomir Kudlicka 
tel: 010 4207409
Jolanda Griesdoorn 
tel: 0186 627 074

Sunday School
Richmond Mensah 
r.mensah@home.nl 
tel: 06 150 65598

Creche
Mercy Ovensehi 
tel: 010 432 7652   
Sylvia Airomwabor 
tel: 06 274 43999

Secretary to the Consistory 
Vacant

Secretary to the Council
Vacant 

Treasurers
Maarten Brandse 
maartenandgailbrandse@ 
compuserve.com  
tel: 078 696 9118
Jan Ruigendijk 
tel: 010 450 7677

Offering envelopes
Denis Galloway 
tel: 0180 410 056

Property
Andre van der Velden 
aavandervelden@casema.nl
tel: 010 415 83567
Paul Stroosnijder   
pstroosnijder@hotmail.com 
tel: 0180 622 688

Bookstall
George and Wil Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811

The Herald
Matthew Lane   
m.jlane3@freeler.nl 
tel: 010 467 4313
Irma Gevers 
igevers@yahoo.com 
tel: 010 235 4491

Church website
Irene Bom 
ibsalem@xs4all.nl 
tel: 010 265 1703
George Ross 
georgeross@home.nl 
tel: 0165 556 811

THE HERALD
July, August & 

September 2006

 Newsletter of the Scots International Church Rotterdam
€1



  
CONTACT DETAILS
Scots International Church Rotterdam
Schiedamsevest 121
3012 BH Rotterdam
The Netherlands
 
Tel  010 412 47 79 scotsintchurch@cs.com Giro 175187
Fax 010 412 57 09 www.scotsintchurch.com SKG 699642620

MISSION PARTNERS
Graeme and Carol Kent
Office Addresses: 
SIM AUSTRALIA - Post Office Box 42, Penshurst, NSW, Australia 2222 
SIM INTERNATIONAL - 1838 Gold Hill Road, Fort Mill, SC, USA, 29708
graeme.kent@sim.org     www.sim.org

Meet the Manastireanu Family: Daniel with Marcus (2) and Ligia with Lisa (5)

LETTER 
from the pastor

My dear friends

 I want to wish you all a wonderful summer and when you visit other churches 
on Sundays, be sure to bring the greetings of the Scots International Church. Over the last 
eleven years God has been good to us. I know some of you can think back further than 
that, but most have come to this congregation since 1995. As half of the people in our 
church community change every five years, we have not many people who can say: “We 
never did it this way before!” 

 My point is simple. God has been good to us! Having once been divided upon 
itself and had a series of short term ministries, we had no stability. That was until four 
elders from within the congregation preached and cared for the church effectively over 
a two yearperiod, when we were without a minister. In 1995 the church was already 
looking forward – and God was good to us. We adopted an international identity, saw the 
congregation increase, new worship groups started up along with new bible studies to 
suit different tastes. We offered shelter and support to refugees, welcomed international 
students, stood in solidarity with other migrant churches and (with BOC) provided 
stability for the inner city community. We built a large kitchen and store room, renovated 
the organ and introduced an electronic beamer into services. 

 Over the last few months we have learned that the church needs a different 
approach to pastoral care and leadership. We cannot run this church upon a small group of 
elders and deacons. This dynamic changing community needs more and not less pastoral 
care. Since every member and disciple of Christ has something to give, you are invited 
over these summer months to become active in at least one aspect of this church’s life. 
According to your gifts and interests, you may serve one another. By serving one another, 
you support this church’s missionary presence in the city. Today we are a place of prayer, 
worship and co-operation with city churches of all kinds.

 Another aspect that needs attention is financial giving. Whatever else may be said, 
we are not a rich church – at least in terms of money! For some time now, our ministry 
has lacked financial support. We just do not have a large hard-core of members and most 
people are used to giving to a variety of charitable causes. The time has come for us all to 
make the Scots International Church our main charitable cause! There is a real possibility 
that we may not always have a city centre church and ministry as we know it. Yet God is 
good. He has supplied this ministry and he has supplied the needs of those who have given 
sacrificially.

Your friend and minister
Robert Calvert
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Dear friends

But the greatest of these is love 1 Cor 13: 13b

I recently was given a book called The five  Love Languages by Gary Chapman in which the 
author describes how after many years of experience as a marriage counsilor,  he realised 
that marital problems were often due not to a lack of love, but to the fact that people 
have different ways of expressing this love. The different ways in which people express 
love he calls languages. Why ‘languages’? because if you don’t speak the same language 
understanding each other becomes very difficult.

Chapman distinguishes 5 such languages. For some people  love  means doing things for 
others. Other people give and need words that reassure them, that make them feel good 
and give them confidence. A third group belongs to the touchy -feely type: an arm around 
the shoulders, or a hug become very important. Then there are those who like to give and 
receive gifts, no matter how small. Finally we have people who prefer to do things together 
and feel that through this quality time they give and receive love.

Speaking a different love language can  according to Chapman, lead to big problems within 
a marriage, and learning to speak each others love language would seem essential if you 
want your relationship to last a life time.
The book is  certainly an eye-opener and I would recommend it to all couples.

But might it not also be useful to use this discovery in church? How often do church goers 
not complain about the lack of  love they receive? Have they not been loved, or has it 
been expressed in the wrong language? Maybe we all need to reassess love and the way we 
express it.

Serving is of course an important way in which Christians express their love for the 
people around them, but it is by no means the only way. Jesus used all the 5 languages  
Chapman describes to show God’s love for us. Read the Gospels and see how diverse Jesus’ 
expressions of love are. There is something for each one of us. Maybe we too should try 
to learn and speak a few different love languages, so that no one comes to our church and 
goes away feeling unloved.

The widower who is offered help with housecleaning, might in fact need to be told how well 
he is doing bringing his children up on his own. The young woman who is invited to join  
a special event, might feel more welcomed and accepted if she was given a candle from the 
church The child who was given a book might in fact feel more loved if she was told a story.

NEWS 
from the minister 
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I’m not suggesting that we go round the congregation finding out what each and 
everyone’s love language is, but maybe from time to time we might try different ways of 
loving our neighbour. By listening to the people around us we might discover what their 
language is, and by learning other love languages not only will others know that they are 
loved, we ourselves  might realise that we are loved where we only saw indifference.

“A new command I give you: Love one another, as I loved you so you must love one another.” 
John 13: 34

May God bless you all
Joanne

Gary Chapman: The five love languages ISBN 1-881273-10-5

MAMRE
Thanks to Sport and Recreatie  who helped  us with an instructor, we were able to offer  
Sport for asylum seekers and  other new comers in Rotterdam in January. However since 
April we are without any help, as Bertus stopped working for Sport and Recreation. We are 
now looking for someone else who would like to keep us fit. 

All our visitors at Mamre have financial problems because they are not allowed to work. 
The only accepted source of income is selling the Straatkrant, but even to do that you have 
to be an official asylum seeker. There are therefore always people who could do with being 
asked to do some odd jobs; cleaning, painting, gardening… 
Do you need help in any such areas? 

There has been a request for English lessons among the asylum seekers. Though it was 
until recently felt that priority should be given to learning Dutch, now that more and more 
migrants are reconsidering their situation in The Netherlands and considering moving to 
other countries, learning English might be helpful.

If you can and want to help with any of these issues then please contact Joanne at the 
church office.
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CONGREGATIONAL DIARY SUMMER

JULY
Sun  02 10.30  Worship, Communion, Matthew 5 v.1-12 Irene Bom

Fri 07    Lecture by Sietze Voogt:  

   “666 jaar onderscheid tussen recht en onrecht”

Sun 09 10.30 Worship, Baptism, Matthew 5 v. 13-48 Robert Calvert

  12.15 Prayer Service

Sun 16 10.30 Worship, Matthew 6 v.1-18 Heather Peacock 

Sun 23 10.30 Worship, Matthew 6 v.19–7 v.12 Joanne Evans-Boiten

  12.00    Prayer Service  

  13.00    Picnic in the park

Thu 27 19.45  Council meeting (Church centre)

Sun 30 10.30 Worship, Matthew 7 v.13-29 Heather Peacock

AUGUST
Sun 06 10.30 Worship, Communion, 1 Samuel 16 v.1-13 Robert Calvert

Mon 07   Lecture by Leen La Riviere, Koos van der Sterre:

   “Kwade kunst en kunstig kwaad in Rotterdam”

Sun 13 10.30 Worship, 1 Samuel 17 v.1-18 v.5 Heather Peacock

Sun  20 10.30 Worship, 1 Samuel 19, 20 Robert Calvert

Sun 27 10.30 Worship, 1 Samuel 24 Daniel Manastireanu

  12.15  Prayer Service

SEPTEMBER
Sun 03 10.30 Worship, Communion, Sonrise, John 12 & 13 Robert Calvert 

Thu 07  Lecture by R. Zevenbergen, Frans Gunnink: 

   “Verheerlijking van de dood en 666 in Gothic”

Sat 09 10.00 Autumn Fayre

Thu 05 19.45  Council meeting  (Church centre)

Sun 10 10.30 Worship, Choir, John 19 v. 17-30 Robert Calvert

Sun 17 10.30 Worship, Joyful Singers, John 20 v.1-18 Robert Calvert

Tue 19 19.45 Consistory meeting (Church centre)

Sun 24 10.30 Worship, Choir, John 20 v.19-31  Joanne Evans-Boiten

  12.15 Prayer service

Sat 30 10.00 ‘Rommelmarkt’ and Car boot sale

JULY
02  Justine Brandse 
06  Samuel Osei 
12  Charles Ashu 
12  Rosemary Ovensehi 
16  Lyneke Harris-Evans 
16  Anna Harris-Evans 
18  Maureen Vollema 
19  Olivia Poku-Polley 
20  Andrew Sondengam 
20  Hendrick Ettienne 
23  Stacey Bouwman 
23  Efrain Cuvulay 
23  Sheretta Polley 
24  Beatrice Bestman 
28  Simeon Calvert 
30  Tjakko Bouwman 
30  Myron Ettiene 
30  Evelyn Koomon 

AUGUST
02  Wisteria Cairo 
02  Jim Bell 
05  Lesley-Ann Calvert  
06  Jan Ruigendijk 
08  Sheana Mac Donald
14  Joost Pot (Snr) 
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BIRTHDAYS - May God bless you

14  Joyce Mensah
15  Ben Evans 
17  Andrew Jarvis 
18  Jean Galloway 
18  Werner de Lange 
19  Beverley Bouwman
21  David Dziworshie
25  Henriette Lane 
27  Benjamin Jarvis 
28  Max Ferdinandus 

SEPTEMBER
01  Dirk Bouwman 
05  Marjorie Dossett 
05  Matthew Jarvis 
08  Liz van der Velden 
13  Joost Pot (jnr) 
15  Charles N. Nimako 
16  Chanté Fleming 
18  Fanny Mensah  
20  Brendan van der Velden 
21  William Chapman 
22  Robert Calvert 
23  Sherrilyn de Lange
24  Kelly Bouwman 
27  Kirsteen Allan 
28  Victor Ovensehi
30  Shanon Fleming 



CONGREGATIONAL NOTES
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CONSISTORY REPORT
 The Consistory is thinking about our celebration of Holy Communion. Some of 
the issues that exercise us are how to include children in an appropriate way, how to include 
those on crèche or Sunday school duty and how to support families in coming together. If 
you have any thoughts on this, please speak to Robert Calvert.
 Erna Booman duly signed her agreement to the ways of the Church of Scotland 
at a recent Consistory meeting. This owing to the fact that the necessary document was 
not present in the service accepting her as elder. Erna has taken on responsibility for the 
‘South West’ area and Lubomir Kudlicka for the ‘North East.’ We have also been in touch 
with a graduate from North Park Seminary, Chicago, about undertaking an internship in 
Rotterdam next year.
 A new outlook and structure for taking decisions is being put in place after 
reviewing our life as a congregation. Five teams of people who are interested in Finance, 
Property, Publicity, Social & Pastoral are being created. These involve many more people 
and more ownership and decision-making is expected to result. Later in the summer 
attention will be given to forming two more teams – for Sundays & Outreach (see outline 
of the church conference on ‘teamwork’.) 
 During July and August, the three choirs are given a break and the services 
will last about one hour. Instead of organizing a children’s club (as in previous years) or 
activities to do in church (as last year), we hope to integrate children more into the service 
as a whole. There will be quiet games and colouring books available next to the table with 
the hymn books should any parent be having a desperate time! 

COUNCIL REPORT
 The Autumn Fayre which coincides with the Witte de With Street festival on 
Saturday 9th September requires everyone’s assistance – whether providing goods, taking a 
stall or just bringing some friends (see notice by Kirsteen Allan for further details). Let us 
know if you have any suggestions or help to offer. The youth group has offered a car wash 
and it has been suggested, in keeping with the festival, that we organize a choir / Christian 
music extravaganza upstairs in the church. On the last weekend of September, the Living 
Water Project (in Nigeria) will hold a ‘Rommelmarkt’ in the hall and the church has been 
given permission to hold a car boot sale on the ‘plein’ behind the church. Spaces will be 
rented out for individuals to sell personal goods from their cars. Teas and toilets will be 
accessible from the church and may increase the flow of people and revenue for the ‘Living 
Water’ project. 
 We do have a serious cash-flow crisis and some changes are being considered. 
The use of the Muller House and Calandstraat apartment is under review but there is no 
immediate threat while they are not losing revenue. Savings are being considered in the 
production of the weekly order of service and in selling the ‘Herald’ on the bookstall for 
one euro each. Following protracted discussions it has been decided to release the ‘Mana 
Kerk’ from their leasing arrangement with us and we wish them well in finding a new home.
 In July, we take up a mission offering for an AIDS Education Offensive in 

Cameroon and Florence will speak about it in the open spot at the end of June. In August, 
we ask for support for the new SKIN-Rotterdam network of churches and in September we 
have an opportunity to make a love gift to Leo and Annet Bakker who have been working 
in Japan. Mission Offerings for 2006 have been allocated, 3 for Mamre in Rotterdam, 2 for 
Kents with SIM International, 2 for Waterlink in Nigeria, 2 for SKIN (national & local), 2 
for Friends / international students, 1 for AIDS / Florence in Cameroon and 1 for Bakkers 
who have been working in Japan. 
 New church headed paper and cards have been produced and it is possible that 
the new colour design created by Irma Gevers may become our new ‘logo’  

WORSHIP
 There are more changes in organist supply. At the end of May, we said farewell 
to Devon Howard who goes to Groningen by way of the United States. At the same time 
Christiaan van de Woestijne has taken up a post-doctoral position in Linz, Austria. Jan 
Hendrik van der Kamp is our senior organist and has been able to arrange for Jeanetty 
Geuze to return and for Yong-In, a Korean student, to join us during the summer.
 The Choir celebrated their twenty-fifth anniversary in June but also said farewell 
to Hetty Brand-Boswijk as choir director. Hetty has made an enormous contribution to 
worship over the years and developed new standards for the choir. The Christmas Carol 
Concerts were largely her special creation and we thank her for excellent leadership of 
many worship events over the years. We are delighted that Anneke Pot has agreed to take 
over and promise her our support. The Joyful Singers are out on the road. On Pentecost 
Sunday, they visited the reformed church in Middelharnis and have accepted invitations 
to Giesenburg on 4th July and Sleeuwijk on 8th October. The Sonrise group is looking for 
new recruits in September after Lucas and Rachel Moes left for Canada and Eddy and Alice 
Mak left for England. The Sonrise group is a group of young adults who enjoy singing 
some of the newer songs. 
 The Scots International Church is an English-speaking church, but on the first 
two Sundays in June we had two children’s messages given in Dutch. This is not our 
normal practice. While the overwhelming number of children speak far better Dutch than 
English, the approach will continue to be one of ‘mixing it’ In September the youth group 
will take join the group of people who along with the minister speak with the children at the 
start of worship. If you are also interested in this ministry, please speak with Licia Knoester.
 The new ‘Prayer Service’ will continue after the morning service to offer reflective 
and intercessory spiritual space. It is intended that this half hour service is a place where 
one’s petitions can be heard and presented before the Lord. Anneke and Marion Pot 
assisted Robert Calvert in the first service, and with Daniel Manastireanu coming in the 
summer there will be a variation of musical input. 

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
We are aware of a number of proud grand-parents these days. Our warm congratulations to: 
 Lyn and Derek Deans on the birth of a grand-daughter, Rose, on 9th May 
 Maureen and Tjerk Vollema on the birth of a grand-son, Sake, on 10th May
 Beverley and Tjaak Bouwman on the birth of a grand-son, Ryan-Jack, on 14th May
 Marjorie and John Dossett on the birth of a grand-son, Michael, on 29th May
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 Sincere congratulations to George and Silvia Airomwanbor on the birth of a baby 
girl, Olivia Ufumwen, born on the 3rd May. The baptism of Olivia is planned for Sunday 
9th July. We are delighted to hear that Jaco and Marijke van der Sterre have had another 
son, Joshua Jacobus Koen, on 3rd April 2006 – which is the birthday of his brother Jair! 
It is was a great joy to see Corina van der Laan and Claude back from Khartoum with 
many friends for the blessing of their wedding on 13th May and less than a month later to 
celebrate the wedding of our ‘two doctors’ Helena Bronkhorst and Gerard van Haendal 
on 9th June. Rachel and Lucas Moes seem to be settling into their new home in Ontario, 
Canada. Lucas is learning about his new company, Kimberley-Clark, while Rachel and Elias 
are checking out the local area. They send greetings to everyone at Scots International, and 
their new address is #908 --335 Webb Drive, Mississauga, Ontario, L5B 4A1, Canada.
”We wish Janette van der Ben health and blessing in her new home at Grienderwaard 508a 
after moving in May following a period of poor health.”

WELCOME
Welcome to Heather Peacock, student minister on placement from 12 June to 21 August.
 Heather has just completed her second year of study at Aberdeen University for 
the ordained ministry of the Church of Scotland.  Formerly a Chemistry science graduate, 
she has worked with ICI Fibres and in marketing. For ten years she taught in a secondary 
school near to here home in Aboyne, Aberdeenshire. Her early childhood was spent in 
Northern Ireland and she has parents and a married sister who also live in Scotland. She 
was confirmed in her faith at Kings’ College Chapel in 1985 and is now an active member 
of Aboyne Church of Scotland.
 With reference to a period of personal crisis, Heather tells how her faith brought 
her through. ‘I bargained with God, “If you get me out of this I will sing your praises and 
live to serve You!’ – not really knowing what this might entail. Looking back I can see 
how that cry to God has been and is being answered. Heather’s first two placements were 
in a small church in a socially deprived area and one which has a team ministry and is 
seeing church growth. “My motivation for seeking a placement further afield is to begin 
to get a better picture of the church in the world. I have had a look at your website and I 
am looking forward to finding out more.” During her ten weeks in Rotterdam, Heather 
will work with Joanne in the ministry of ‘Mamre’ and offer pastoral support through the 
church office.

Welcome to Daniel and Ligia Manastireanu, student minister from 21 July to October
 Daniel and Ligia who have two children Lisa (5) 
and Marcus (2) live in Oradea in Romania where they 
work for a publishing house Adoramus Trust. Daniel has 
a BA.in Theology and Church Music and has led worship 
in Interrnational, Baptist, Pentecostal and youth churches. 
In 2003 he created the Adoramus Christian Community to 
provide friendship and a wholesome spirituality with his 
wider family and a few friends. Ligia graduated with a B.A. 

in Psychology and is actively involved in writing, translating and counseling. Daniel comes 
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from Iasi on the other side of the Carpathian mountains, where his father works for as the 
World Vision Director for Faith and Development in the Middle East and Eastern Europe. 
Daniel is an accomplished worship leader and song-writer and has applied to the Church 
of Scotland to be trained as a Reformed pastor. He and Ligia have a strong desire to return 
to Iasi to pastor a revived Scottish mission and exercise a sensitive Reformed ministry (see 
pastor’s notes). They are currently members of the Church of Scotland congregation in 
Budapest and are undertaking work experience in Rotterdam before what they hope will 
be a move to Scotland next year. During their three months in Rotterdam, Daniel will be 
involved in developing spirituality and “Prayer service” and offer pastoral support through 
the church office.

ROBERT CALVERT IN ROMANIA AND ITALY
 Iasi is a border city and former capital of Romania which next January is likely 
to become a new border nation of the European Union.  Iasi is a cultural city of more 
than 400,000 where students make up more than 10% of the population. Last October 
the pastor led a consultation with friends of Daniel Manastireanu and his father in Iasi 
on vision for the city. There have been a number of encouraging outcomes from this. On 
31st May at the Faculty of Orthodox Theology, Robert took part in a launch of a book 
of bible stories relating to urban mission in the Romanian language. National television 
and radio also covered the event where the Dean of the Faculty expressed “ecumenical 
cooperation and dialogue is at home in Iasi.” In the mid nineteenth century, a Scottish 
minister established a mission to the Jews in Iasi (as well as other European cities such as 
Budapest). There has been a request to create an English language service that will also be a 
meeting point for ecumenical dialogue and co-operation between the Orthodox, Catholic 
and different Protestant congregations. The Presbytery Mission committee is aware of this 
need and consultations are ongoing with other Reformed churches. In the recent past, 
Iasi has not an easy place for anyone who is not part of the Orthodox church but there 
are significant signs that this is changing. This summer the Scots International Church is 
privileged to play a small role in enabling an indigenous and gifted leader from Iasi take a 
step to becoming a Reformed minister.
 
One of the great urban renewal stories of the twentieth century is that of the Focolare 
movement in the Roman Catholic Church. It began in extremely difficult conditions in 
1943 among bomb shelters in Trente. Chiara Lubich and other young women discovered 
that living out the Gospel of Jesus was the only option to offer lasting hope. Today Focolare 
is involved in creating spiritual communities, evangelism, economic renewal and reaching 
young people across the world. At the end of June Robert will lead a trail through Trente, 
Loppiano and Rome that will involve nearly sixty church and mission leaders from across 
Europe and North America. They will also make an official visit to the Vatican, other 
centres of Catholic renewal, the Waldensian church and the Scots Church. The Focolare 
trail is one of the two events organized through PLACE, the urban ministry network, in 
2006. The other is in Manchester, England, over 27-29 October and will focus on youth 
ministry in inner-city areas. For further information, speak to Robert or look up 
www.place-network.org
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Mission offering to: ‘Florence orphans’ - in June
Florence Foyat-Bergner has been involved in AIDS education in her home country of 
Cameroon and assisted the city of Dordrecht to be involved in partnership programme.
Now Florence is taking care of the school needs of 69 orphans from five different schools 
in her village of Bali. The orphans live with their relatives since their parents have died 
of AIDS. The donations help to pay for school fees and buy their books and uniforms. 
Occasionally there is enough left over to buy them a football! Florence tells about one boy 
who tried to give 100 Cameroon francs (not even two European cents) to the headmaster 
to pay towards the school fee. He earned this money by making little kitchen chairs out of 
bamboo and selling them at the market.

Mission offering to: SKIN-Rotterdam - in July
Since last September this church has helped to create a network for non-Dutch churches 
in the Rotterdam area. Many do not have adequate buildings while others are struggling 
to learn about the Netherlands - but together they have wonderful potential to contribute 
to the city and the Dutch churches. This year we have had two public meetings in the 
Scots International Church – the first with local politicians and the second on creeds and 
identity. We need a public display board that can be used in the meetings and exhibitions 
where we are asked to be present. Your gift will go towards this and the costs of establishing 
SKIN as a ‘Stichting’.

The financial position of the church   
Our financial position was explained in the Covenant Service on Sunday 18th June:

 The average Sunday weekly collection is about 750 euros
  
 The direct monthly payments by giro are about 1,200 euros
  
 Therefore our monthly income is about 4,200 euros
  
 The monthly costs of minister, energy & telephone are about 7,500 euros
  
 To make up the monthly shortfall of 3,300 euros, we need other sources of income
   
  About 2,700 euros per month comes from rentals - but we have annual costs such as 

presbytery, pensions, cleaning, administration, maintenance, insurances, taxes, etc.
  
  In order to meet our current obligations, we need an 75% increase in income - e.g. an 

average weekly Sunday offering of 5 euros needs to become 8.75 euros 
  
 We need regular giving - do you use weekly envelopes?
  
 We need increased giving - have you raised your offerings recently?
  
 We need other sources - are you involved with the Autumn Fayre?

   

FINANCES
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Outline of church conference in May on ‘teamwork’

The Scots International Church needs a ‘teamwork’ approach because:

1  We are too numerous and changable for committees 

2  We need to communicate with a variety of cultures

3  Many people want to be involved and use their talents

4  It is the biblical way (e.g. Luke 6 v. 12-16, Acts 6 v. 1-7, 13 v. 1-3)

The proposal is to set up:
Seven teams  
- leaders, named persons, contact info, ‘draai boek’ 
- are open to everyone in the congregation 
- are as representative as possible of the congregation

1  Finance - treasurers, budgets, rentals, energy use, information

2  Property -  Church, Centre, Muller house, Calandstraat, Gelebrem, maintenance, 
cleaning, safety, use of the property

3  Social - social events, seasonal celebrations 

4 Publicity - Herald, website, advertisements, promotion

5  Pastoral - contact list, bible study & discipleship, visitation & better practice, support elders

6  Sunday - meetings, hospitality, worship & youth activities, welcome team, notices, duties

7  Outreach - Mamre, Cool, mission projects, mission ‘partners’ 

Two people will be approached to co-ordinate regular meetings or e-mail discussion. It is 
envisaged that the first five will be formed in the next month with the other two later in the 
summer. Remember it is never too late to get involved and this is your church.

   

TEAMWORK



In preparation for the coming Church Fair in September we will need loads of 
jars to make marmalade in advance. Please help us by collecting jam jars with 
lids, preferably 450 g size. Bring it to church and give to Pam Russel. 

As an elder of our church I was invited to attend the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland in Edinburgh as a first time commissioner. It is a meeting of delegates and com-
missioners, mostly from all over Scotland but also from other countries.

Most of the meetings took place in the Assembly Hall. When I first came into the hall, it 
was quite impressive, seeing so many people listening intensively to what was being said. Ei-
ther a convener is talking and giving a supplement to a report that has already been raised. 
Or the moderator is leading the conversation, so that each of the delegates has the possibil-
ity to react on the subject. And many people do, some with real passion. There were also 
young people present, I think between eighteen and twenty-eight years of age, who also had 
the possibility to come forward and speak. It is extremely important for a church to listen 
to them, but this group is sometimes a bit forgotten and overlooked. At the assembly they 
were handing out blue bracelets with the words: “We believe in young people”.

Quite a lot of subjects were presented and discussed. On most of the subjects, conclusions 
were reached. All the reports that were raised could be read on internet. There were so 
many subjects, so it was good be able to read up on them before they were presented. As 
elder of our church and former headmaster of a school for handicapped children, there 
were several subjects that spoke to my heart. Not the finances, they seem to be a problem 
everywhere. Try to be self-supporting was the answer. No, it was the caring for other people 
that struck me most. Not just the physical problems that people can experience. It seems 
that it is the mental problems that people suffer from most. As a therapist in my spare time, 
I teach people that you cannot see body and mind separately. They are intertwined. The 
body affects the mind and the mind affects the body. We had discussions amongst other 
things about safeguarding, social care, trafficking, HIV / AIDS, church without walls, mis-
sion and discipleship, world mission, youth assembly, Iona community and the new church 
hymnary.

Was it worth while being there? From the bottom of my heart, I can certainly say ‘yes’. 
It was an experience which was both inspiring and rewarding. I was impressed by the 
dedicated way in which the reports were being presented and dealt with. People listened 
to each other with an open mind. It was amazing to see so many people involved. Each 
morning Rev. John Bell conducted the signing. This was followed by someone reading from 
the Bible, a short sermon by the moderator, concluding in prayer. “Old” friends were met, 
new friends were made and there were many social contacts. We all shared the same goal 
spreading the message of the Gospel, which we read in John 15: 12-17 and in James 2:8, 
where it says: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
        Mr. Isaac Dierx
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OUCH!
A minister in a small town was discouraged by constantly low offerings in his congregation. 
So one Sunday he announced from the pulpit: “Before we pass the collection plate, I would 
like to request that the person who stole the coffee out of the kitchen cupboard, please 
refrain from giving any money to the Lord. The Lord doesn’t want money from a thief.” 
The collection plate was passed around and for the first time in months everybody gave.

ROMMELMARKT : HELP US HELP THE POOR 
For the second year Peter and Ineke Aghasomba are organizing 
a “rommelmarkt” for their charity organization “The Living 
Water Link”
This will take place on Saturday, 30th September 2006 from 
09.00 till 17.00 hrs in the Lower Hall.
Please come and give them your support to realize their projects 
in Nigeria which aims at helping the poor.

BOOT FAIR / COOL KOFFERBAKMARKT
Our church is organising a “Cool Kofferbakmarkt” on the playground behind the church 
on Saturday, 30th September to raise funds for the church; the same day as the Living 
Water Link’s Rommelmarkt in the church hall. Combined we will attract many buyers. 
If you have anyone who is interested in selling please contact us: Stephen and Pam Russell 
srussell@tiscali.nl or speak to us on 010-5914959


