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We share with other churches a concern for the poor, the homeless and uprooted, and 

work for a just and peaceful world. As part of the world Church we seek to work with and 

alongside our partners across continents and traditions, and to share with 

congregations in Scotland the joy of our unity in Christ. 
 
 
We are a vibrant congregation with active ministries and a sense of mission, both local and 
beyond. Being multilingual and multicultural presents certain challenges which we 
celebrate and embrace. Few share a common background so tolerance and engaging with 
one other is essential.  

The church plays a valuable role as a foster family for the many international students and 
others in Rotterdam and beyond who are looking for an English speaking spiritual home. 
We are an English Reformed church within the Dutch society and, whatever challenges that 
may bring it is important for us to retain our unique identity in this city. 

 

 



 
Our Past 

It was in July 1643 that the Scots Church was established in Rotterdam and that presence 
continues today in what has been known since 1996 as the Scots International Church 
Rotterdam (SICR). The church has always been closely associated with the Protestant 
Church in the Netherlands (Protestantse Kerk Nederland, PKN). The church buildings were 
destroyed in World War II and construction of the current facility in the centre of 
Rotterdam was completed in 1952. Originally a haven for Scots, the congregation has 
always had a ministry to the poor in the community and today provides a place of worship 
to people of more than 40 nationalities. 

Rotterdam is a modern, well-appointed and growing city, with its massive harbour 
providing a dominant influence on most aspects of business and social life. It is 
cosmopolitan and international with English being the second language of most of its 
inhabitants. 

Our Future 
How do we see our immediate future? 

We need to find a strategy for discipleship training, in addition to the Alpha courses, 
particularly for those living some distance from the church.  

We need to define our Christian message to address 21st century issues. Subsequently we 
must engage and communicate with those in our neighbourhood. We have no good reason 
not to be able to expand our undertaking to minister to the uprooted, transient population 
and the poor in our city. 

We need to find ways to address our declining income. It is the responsibility of us all to 
ensure that we have the resources on hand to be able to achieve our outreach goals.  

(These issues are a summary of the results of a SWOT analysis conducted early in 2015 and 
contributed to by approximately 45 people.)  

Our Ministry 

The Worship service 

The weekly Sunday service has an average attendance of about 150 of which 25 percent are 
African, 40 percent European and the remainder from the rest of the world. Some of the 
reasons given for wanting to be part of the church fellowship are -- English is spoken; 
familiarity with the Reformed style of worship; the warmth and friendliness;  and the 
international character of the church and the traditional setting. Those attending 
encompass all ages with our oldest regular member at 92!  
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Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month at which all members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ are invited to participate. In the summer months there is occasion to 
vary the format and liturgy with other worship forms, for example, the Thomas service 
format. 

We have three alternating choral groups which participate in Sunday worship: 

❖ The Choir sing traditional hymns and versatile classical pieces; 
❖ Sonrise, a musical group which leads congregational singing of contemporary praise 

songs and own compositions; 
❖ The Joyful Singers with their exciting African rhythm and sounds.  

 

The Sanctuary 

 

A Youth Service led by the young people, and an International Peace Service are held 
annually. 

The worship service takes place on the upper level and there is access (chair lift) for people 
who are unable to use the stairs. Services are recorded and can be listened to at home or 
elsewhere online.  

A monthly mission offering is taken for mission projects linked to members from Africa and 
Pakistan, and Presbytery projects are also supported. 

English, although spoken fluently by almost everyone, is not the mother tongue of the 
majority. We make regular use of our beamer (computer projector), a printed order of 
service and early availability of the service content so that possible language issues are 
minimised. 
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Membership of the Church of Scotland is at around 70 percent of our congregation. This 
reflects our mobile and varied cultural background. In the previous five years there have 
been 69 baptisms, 46 professions of faith, 12 funerals and four weddings. 

Tea and coffee is enjoyed in the hall downstairs after the service. Once a month, soup 
lunches are held which give the opportunity for a longer time for fellowship for the widely 
distributed congregation. There are also fellowship lunches and ad hoc sharing of food. 
Ours is a busy church! 

 

Between Sundays 

There is a mid-week adult Bible Study which has an average attendance of 15. Recent 
studies have included a course in Basic Christianity and a study in the Letters of John.  

Alpha Courses heve been held once or twice a year.  
There are also monthly prayer meetings. 

Youngsters 

There is a well furnished crèche for children up to three years. A Sunday School for children 
between three and twelve and a Youth Group which caters for those between twelve and 
eighteen. The communication with the children and teenagers in our church is bilingual 
(English and Dutch). 

 

The Hall during a social evening 

 

Following the children's address during the worship service the children and teenagers 
leave the service to meet in composite groups. The Sunday School children meet in the 
lower hall to share a music session prior to lesson time. Each age group has its own 
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leadership team and the teachers teach for a calendar month at a time. The material used at 
present in the Sunday School is Roots.  

All of our children are dependent on being brought to church. So attendance can vary from 
as many as 15 children in one week in one of the age groups, to as few as two in another. It 
is noteworthy that very few of the congregants live within five kilometres of the church and 
some travel distances of up to 70 kilometres. 

The Youth Group meets in the attic. There are four Youth Group leaders who rotate on a 
weekly basis. In addition to the lessons in the church, the Youth Group organises a few 
activities during the school year for the teenagers. The material used at present is Nu Rite. 

Summer Club is organised during the summer months, giving  the Sunday School teachers a 
well-deserved break. Members of the congregation are encouraged to be involved. 

Our Witness, community service and mission 

Some of our members are involved with the Mamre project (based in the church premises), 
which feeds 50 to 60 refugees and homeless people weekly. The local Food Bank distributes 
as many as 35 parcels per week. In recent years there has been regular contact with the 
local council and residence groups. Our former minister founded SKIN-Rotterdam (Samen 
Kerken in Nederland) and was active in supporting other immigrant churches in the city.  

 

Rear view of the church 

buildings showing the 

mosaic wall in the 

foreground. The Manse is 

on the right. 

 

 
Last year an artist in the congregation designed and, together with approximately 100 
volunteers from both the church and the community, transformed the rear garden 
boundary wall into a work of stunning mosaic art.  
(https://www.facebook.com/thegardenwallmosaic) 
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The Church facilities also host the Hope Baptist Church and the Cornerstone Church. Other 
groups using our building on a regular basis are: 

❖ Alcoholics Anonymous 
❖ Narcotics Anonymous 
❖ Reading group 
❖ Pastor prayer for the city group 
❖ Tyndale Theological Seminary extension courses 
❖ Musical and cultural evening every other month. This is a non-profit making link with 

talent in the community. 
 
We currently support three mission charities (in Cameroon, Nigeria and Pakistan) initiated 
and run by our own members. Being a historical city church of interest we are involved in 
‘Nacht der Kerken’ and this year ‘Open Monument Weekend’, as well as an annual local 
street festival. We also organise street carol singing at Christmas time.  

However, it needs to be said that all of these ministries and activities outside of the Sunday 
church service could be better supported by our members. 

Our Organisation 

Governance 

Our Consistory and Council (Kirk Session) is unusually large for the size of the congregation 
-- 24 members, and both meet on a six weekly basis. The diversity of the church 
membership is reflected in the composition of the organisational bodies. Training and 
development of these groups is to be seen as a priority.  

Several teams of volunteers are in existence, each having a convener, which deal with 
specific areas of ministry -- pastoral care, welcoming visitors and newcomers, hospitality, 
social events, caretaking, finance and management, the beamer (computer projector, used 
during the Sunday services), property and publicity. We also have a bookstall on Sunday 
mornings. All team conveners report to the Council.    

Buildings 

The church building complex comprises the sanctuary (on the upper floor), with hall and 
kitchen (on the ground floor), adjacent manse (which has, in recent years, provided office 
and meeting space), and the Muller House (the former caretaker’s residence). There is a 
small semi-enclosed garden opening onto a recently revamped communal recreational area 
(football, table tennis, swings, etc.) used daily by two adjacent schools and local residents. 
The manse has been upgraded in accordance with the Church of Scotland guideline. The 
Muller house will be renovated once the vacancy has been filled. Extensive efforts have 
been made to insulate the structure and to produce a ten year maintenance plan. There 
have been significant improvements to the immediate vicinity of the church.  
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Financial viability 

Our church is debt free. Refurbishment of the entire building complex has been undertaken 
in recent years. Sufficient funding is available to complete the final phase of this  work. Our 
income fluctuates over time and presently is lower than it has been in previous years. Many 
worshippers are low earners and some also support extended family in their home 
countries. 

Up until 2011 the congregation had received support from the Salvesen Trust but has since 
become self-financed. The finance team have funds allocated for anticipated future 
expenditure. Increasing the income of the church will need to be a priority for Council in the 
near future. 

 

Other relevant information 

School and Education 

The majority of our children attend various public primary and secondary schools, Dutch 
being the educational language medium of most. The educational system in the Netherlands 
is organised and subsidised, and allows parents a wide choice as to educational philosophy 
-- Jenna plan, Montessori, Rudolf Steiner and public schools. Compulsory education begins 
at the age of five, although many children begin their school career at two (structured play 
school) and then nursery school at the age of four. Language training for new arrivals is 
offered by many schools. There are, of course, individuals in the congregation who are 
willing to assist with learning Dutch. 

Information regarding international education in the Netherlands can be accesssed via 
www.SIO.nl . 

The Church environs 

The close proximity of the inner city shopping district, the vibrant night life, the central 
business area, the national eye hospital, art galleries, museums and the river have a clear 
and significant influence on our character.  

On the downside perhaps is the high cost of parking during the week, Sunday mornings 
thankfully excluded, which is free until noon.. There is a reliable public transport 
system(trains, buses, trams, etc. ) and of course the bicycle for those fortunate enough to 
live close by. 
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