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Letter
from
the
Minister
Dear Friends,
As I write this, I’m about to head off to France for our summer holiday
at our house there. It will be the first time in about 4 years that we’ve
been able to spend more than a few days there (apart from 3 weeks
to organise ourselves just before coming here to Rotterdam – so not
quite a holiday!) and so Moira and I – and especially Milly – are looking forward to spending a couple of weeks there. By the time you’re
reading this we’ll have been back here in Rotterdam for almost a
week. A reminder of just how quickly holidays pass!
But we all need to take a break from routine – whether that’s time off
for holidays or taking time on a Sunday to turn our minds to God and
come to worship. After all, worship should be an integral part of our
lives and not merely something we go to for 60-90 minutes on a Sunday. If our relationship with God is to be a meaningful one, we require to work on that relationship, and where better to develop it but
in the Church, the Body of Christ. Jesus calls each of us to be part of
that body and without the participation of each and every one of us
the body is incomplete.
But our Christianity also requires us to be in relationship with all the
other parts of the body and so it’s important we take time to talk with
each other – whether on a Sunday over tea and coffee after the service, or at study groups and other events. We need to get to know
each other, to be willing to share our stories, so we may better understand one another. In our congregation we have such a diversity of
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stories to share that we can all gain new understandings as we do
so.
However, let’s not think that that’s where our relationships stop
because God calls into relationship with all his creation: our fellow
women and men across the earth and the whole of the natural
world. And so we should all feel something of the pain and anguish of people forced to flee from their homeland, but also for the
starving sea birds so full of plastic they’re unable to eat. Yes,
God has given us charge of his creation and makes us responsible for its on-going sustainability.
Hopefully, at some point in the year, we all get the opportunity to
see something of the wonder of God’s creation – whether here on
our doorstep, or wherever our holiday or other travels may take
us. But whatever beautiful sights we see, let’s not forget the ugly
side of life, in which people shoot or stab and kill each other, in
which people are trafficked for the enrichment of criminals, where
children are denied education and health care due to terrorism
and civil war, but also to corrupt governments and uncaring political and economic systems, and where young people find life offers them no hope and they turn to drugs and alcohol. And yet
the Christian faith - which is so much more than a belief system
and much more a way of life - offers a new beginning, a new covenant, for all creation, if only we allow it to be our way of life and
not something we simply assent to with our heads.
So, as we enjoy the peace and relaxation of summer, let’s prepare ourselves for the challenges that face us and face the world
and be ready to work for a new covenant in which all are valued,
all are cared for and all are loved – and here’s the hard part: that
includes those who see themselves as without value, beyond care
and unloved (maybe even unlovable). For the moment, though,
may you find relaxation, peace and joy as you glory in God’s creation.
Derek
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What was happening in the world when the Scots
Church began in 1643?
The world was a very different place. The Netherlands had been
at war with Spain since 1568, though the northern provinces had
established the Republic of the Seven United Netherlands in
1581, following which there was relative peace. However, in
1619 hostilities broke out again and it wasn’t until 1648 that the
Dutch Republic was definitively recognised as an independent
country.
On the other hand, Scotland had been an independent Kingdom
since the 9th century, and it wouldn’t be for a further 60+ years
that it would be united with England – often in the past its enemy!
Behind much of this, there were religious differences arising out
of the Reformation. Spain was, of course, Catholic, whereas the
Netherlands had largely become Reformed, with Lutheran, Calvinist and Anabaptist congregations. In Scotland, too, there had
been a significant move towards the establishment of Presbyterianism – though not without resistance from Catholics and Anglicans. This led to Scotland getting involved in the English Civil
War and also to the establishment of the Covenanters who vowed
to maintain Presbyterianism as the sole form of religion in Scotland. Indeed just 6 years before the establishment of the Scots
Kirk in Rotterdam (in 1637) a riot broke out in Edinburgh against
the introduction of episcopal liturgy. From 1640 the Covenanters
were the de facto government in Scotland but by 1644 there was
effectively civil war in both Scotland and England. Given this religious turmoil, many Scots fled to Europe, especially to the Netherlands.
But it was more complicated than that, for, since 1572, The Scots
Brigade had been in the service of the United Netherlands and
were for 200 years part of the permanent military establishment of
the Dutch Republic. It was also in the 17th century that Rotter-
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dam became the centre of the Dutch trading empire – and
so it took over from Veere (or Campvere, as it was known in
Scotland) in Zeeland as the focus of Scottish trade with Europe. By 1614 a Scots Kirk had been established there (the
first outwith Scotland) and it continued until 1837.
And so as the 17th century progressed Rotterdam attracted
more Scots merchants and religious exiles, as well as soldiers and sailors, establishing a significant Scots community. As both countries’ Kirks were similar in outlook, there
has always been a happy co-existence and even the Dutch
state and the Rotterdam magistrates helped fund the establishment of the Scots Kirk when the Scots in the city expressed a desire for their own Kirk in the 1640s. Whilst
wanting to be able to worship in English, the Scots generally
integrated well into Dutch society. Many of them lived in the
poorer parts of Rotterdam and worked in a variety of skilled
trades. The largest concentration was around Schiedamsedijk – so much so it became known as the Scots Dijk.
And so, it’s no surprise that that’s where the Scots Kirk was
built – on Vasteland close to Schiedamsedijk.
There you have it: a very condensed outline of the Scottish
and Dutch situation in 1643. Hopefully it gives some idea of
the very different world in which the Scots Kirk was established. Certainly, today the world has moved on and, at
least as I write this, Scotland and the Netherlands are both
part of the European Union, with our citizens sharing a common European citizenship – something beyond anyone’s
contemplation 375 years ago. Hopefully, though, some
things remain the same, not least the good relations between Dutch and Scots – and as the SICR has become
more international, between all the nationalities who come
together to praise God Sunday by Sunday.
Derek
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A Smile

A smile costs nothing but gives much.
It takes but a moment, but the memory of it usually lasts for ever.
None are so rich that they can get along without it.
And none are so poor that they can’t be made rich by it.
It enriches those who receive – without making poor those who
give.
It creates sunshine in the home.
It fosters goodwill in business.
And it is the best antidote for trouble.
And yet it cannot be begged, borrowed, or stolen, for it is of no
value.
Unless it is freely given away!
Some people are too busy to give you a smile –
give them one of yours!
For the good Lord knows that no one needs a smile so badly
as he or she who has no more smiles left to give.
Anonymous

A new Church year
We’ll soon be at the end of our summer “break” over July and August and everything will be starting up from Sunday 2nd September. We look forward to welcoming our various music groups
back to participation in our worship and to the children resuming
Sunday School and our young folk the Youth Group.
We’ll be continuing to offer the opportunity for accompanied prayer after the service on the 2nd Sunday of each month and our
monthly Prayer Breakfasts will resume at 9am on Saturday 20th
October. Bible Study Groups will also be restarting – watch the
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Weekly Bulletin for details!
The major event at the start of our year will be our 375th Anniversary Service on Sunday 16th September at the usual time of
10.30am. This will be followed by an International Lunch for
everyone, at the conclusion of which we’ll have a short Service
of Praise in the Church to round off our celebration. We’re delighted to be able to welcome the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Rt Rev Susan Brown, to
preach at this service. In addition we’ll have a number of invited
guests – including the oldest surviving minister of the Scots Kirk,
Rev John Russell, who was minister here from 1963 (coming
here as a young, newly-married minister to his first charge) until
1971. Both his sons were born in Rotterdam (one in the Manse)
and one of them was actually taught by Pam Russell!
A warm invitation is extended to everyone – including past
members and those who’ve had some connection with us over
the years – to come along on 16th September to be part of our
celebration of this event in our congregation’s life. May we all
take the opportunity to make ourselves known to someone we
don’t know and to share our stories about the Scots International Church Rotterdam.
Derek

Forthcoming Services
August
5th 10h30

The Sacrament of Holy Communion - “Bad
Boys of the Bible: Abraham”

12th 10h30

Morning Worship - “Bad Boys of the Bi
ble: Jacob”

19th 10h30

Morning Worship - “Bad Boys of the Bi
ble: Samson”

26th 10h30

Morning Worship - Back to Study Sunday
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September
2nd 10h30

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

9th

Morning Worship

10h30

16th 10h30

375th Anniversary Service - Preacher: Rt
Rev Susan Brown

23rd 10h30

Harvest Thanksgiving

30th 10h30

Morning Worship

The Consistory
Since the Congregational Meeting on 17th June, the Elders serving on the Consistory are:
Bob Hensen, Clerk; Esther Abang; Peace Acquah; Emmanuel Asare-Awuku; Fred Booman; Ato Cromwell; Mavis Fleming; Molly Foster; Richmond Mensah; Rizal Sebastian; Jim
Taylor and Ruud Witte.
Following their Ordination on 8th July,
the following new Elders are also serving on the Consistory:
Ranee Damanik; Frieda Enow; Bridget Teisman; and
Olaf de Zanger.
We wish all the serving Elders well in their duties and in the next
edition of The Herald we’ll outline which Elders (and others) are
serving on which Working Groups. By way of a reminder, these
are:
Fellowship & Communication
Finance & Governance
Pastoral Care
Property
Worship & Nurture
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These Groups are appointed by the Consistory, but, if you feel you
have a particular skill to offer that would be useful to one of these
Groups, please contact myself or Bob Hensen as soon as possible
as, ideally, we’d like to get membership of the Groups finalised at the
next Consistory meeting on 21st August.
Derek

Pastoral Visits
A reminder that I’m happy to make pastoral visits to anyone who
wishes – just phone or email to me so we can make suitable arrangements. In addition, though, the new Pastoral Care Working Group
will be an integral part of our pastoral care arrangements within the
congregation and therefore if you would like a regular visit (or even
an occasional one) from the Church please let me know so that we
can prepare a visiting rota and ensure that we keep in contact with
everyone who is a member of our Church family – again, just phone
or email (or speak with me on a Sunday after worship).

Prayer
“ I want to thank you, Lord, for being with me so far this day.
With your help, I haven’t been impatient, lost my temper, been
grumpy, judgementaal, or envious of anyone.
But I will be getting out of bed in a minute and I think I will really need
your help then. Amen
Sent to the editor by Hank Meldrum

Introducing Molly van Meeuwen-Foster
Molly is a cmember of SICR since 2004. She said “I had previously
only visited a few hurches on occasions although I was brought up
a Christian. There came a moment when I decided it was time to
start going to church. The choice was the Scots Church been English
speaking. There is a warm feeling a sort of aura in the Sanctuary, the
culture - the same as my secondary school morning assemblies gave
me a sense of recognition. I knew at once that I was here to stay ”.
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Soon after she became rental co-ordinator.
Molly served as a Deacon for a period before she was ordained as a
Ruling Elder in 2009. After four years serving as an Elder she returned to serving as a Deacon and now due to the new constitution she
has resumed service as an Elder.
Various voluntary work has kept her busy
over the years: besides her work in accountancy and payroll:
1.Music for the revalidation home in Capelle aan den IJssel in the 90 s.
2.Treasurer (and the setting up of the MaFlo foundation in NL) for 8 years,
3.Treasurer of the Zonnebloem SchenkelSchollevaar, Capelle aan den IJssel – 9
years,
4.Schuld Hulp Maatje (Church in Action)
assisting people with debts and home administration. ( which she is still willing to do
for those who need help).
At the moment Molly´s Voluntary work is
mainly SICR: She co-ordinates the Rentals, Cultural Events, General Supplies, is
a Member of the Finance & Management
Team and on Wednesday and Friday afternoons she is in the church office.
She was born in St. Elizabeth, Jamaica.
In London, England, she attended Queens Park Primary School and
North Paddington Secondary School .
Molly´s first job was in London at the office of St. Johns Ambulance
Brigade as a junior secretary and later for Mobil Oil Company.
In 1975 she met her husband Jan van Meeuwen in Milan, Italy and
four years later moved to the Netherlands, Capelle aan den IJssel.
In 1980 they started a company called ACP Controls, specialising in
engineering, design and construction of Explosion proof control panels for the off-shore, oil and gas industry.
Jan van Meeuwen was an electrical engineer and Molly did the finances of the company which encouraged her to study Business Accountancy and also Pay-roll Administration.
Unfortunately Jan van Meeuwen died in 2008.
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Molly, now 66 years of age, is a very athletic and outdoor person she
enjoy 's playing tennis (about three time per week), walking, gardening, music, and golf whenever possible.

Herald Deadline
Items for the September/Autumn Issue of the Herald should be given to Bob
Hensen or sent to the church office by 29-09-2018.
We hope the next Herald will be available from 30-09-2018

Happy birthday and may the Lord bless you in the coming
year!
AUGUST 2018
Mary Tataw Eyere, Wisteria Cairo, Virginia Hendriks, Jan
Ruigendijk, Joyce Mensah, Joost Pot, Julia Victoria Wagenaar, Stella Agbornget, Obinna Omomut, Sharon Cromwell
Jean Galloway, Beverly Bouwman, David Dziworshie, Evert
Dorn, Daniel Oppong-Sarfo, Solomon Stifanos, Max Ferdinandus, Thomas Ewing and Margriet van Overbeeke .
SEPTEMBER 2018
Dirk Bouwman, Gabi Jang, Johan Wagenaar, Septian
Walyun, Hank Meldrum, Jim van Putten, Michelle Baffuo
Essel, Liz van der Velden, Joost Pot jr., Ingrid EvovoBelksma. Zaneta Massicott, Stephanie Wenfua, Bethel
Ngiemah Wenfua, Chanté Fleming, Allen Foster, Moira
Lawson, Fanny Mensah, Jaco Jacobs, Brendan van der
Velden, Kelly Bouwman, Andil Aboudou, Sinead WolfertSchot and Shanon Fleming.
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH

Minister:
Derek Lawson,
Schiedamsevest 121,
Tel.: 010 4125709
E:DLawson@churchofscotland.org.uk
Church Office:
Schiedamsesingel 6,
tel. O10-4124779 ,
E:info@scotsintchurch.com
Rentals Co-ordinator:
Molly Foster,
tel: 06 25538320,
E:info@scotsintchurch.com

Secretary to the Consistory:
Bob Hensen, E:atobobhensen@hotmail.com
Safeguarding and Child Protection Officer:
Annemarie Fleming,
Tel:06 4100 5611,
E:broll-111@hotmail.com
Treasurer and offering envelopes:
Jim Taylor,
Tel:071 3625835
Property Convener: VACANT
Financial team: Fred Booman

Organists:
Jan Hendrik van der Kamp,
E:J.kamp15@chello.nl
Netty Dijkstra
Amund Roe
Choir: Anneke Pot
Joyful Singers:
Esther Abang,
tel. 06 2462 0438, E:esabang201@yahoo.com
Welcome Team:
Steve and Pam Russell,
Tel: 010 5914959,
E:srussell@caiway.nl
Youth group: Saskia Dorsman
Sunday School: Olaf de Zanger
Creche: Maaike van der Eerden, Tel:06 2733
0389

Publicity Team & Herald:
Bob Hensen:(editor)
06 016808505
E:atobobhensen@hotmail.com
Carol de Groot:
E:carolkaedegroot@gmail.com
Ranee Damanik: ran33d@gmail,com
George Ross:
E:georgeross@home.nl
Church Administrator:
Church Office Team,
E:info@ scotsintchurch.com
Church beamer:
André van der Velden,
Tel: 0180-756449,
E:aavandervelden@casema.nl
Childrens’s Message:
Rev. Irene Bom,
E:ibsalem@xs4all.nl

