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Letter
from
the
Minister
Dear Friends,
As I write this letter, I’m conscious that I’m doing so for the
Easter edition of The Herald and that I should, in some way,
reflect on the season of Easter. But Easter doesn’t happen in
isolation – it’s immediately preceded by the events of Palm
Sunday and Holy Week and followed by Ascension (on 10th
May) and Pentecost (on 20th May). We can’t therefore think of
Easter without also thinking about these other important events
leading up to and following on from Jesus’ death on the cross.
If we think first of Palm Sunday, we probably have a picture of
Jesus on a donkey and of crowds of people waving palm
branches and shouting “Hosanna!” But what does that word
mean? Well, it’s an Aramaic expression of praise, used especially for deliverance or salvation granted or anticipated. Clearly, what happened on Palm Sunday was an expression of
praise by the people of Jerusalem – but also of hope: hope for
deliverance from Roman rule and the re-establishment of Jewish sovereignty and faith.
And yet within days things changed – as Jesus knew they
would, for several times he told his disciples what lay before
him. The crowd had been whipped up against Jesus by the religious leaders who feared for their position and authority. And,
so, on Good Friday they called out not “Hosanna!” but “Crucify
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him!” In great haste, so that everything was done before the
Sabbath began, Jesus was tried (after a fashion!) and crucified. For the disciples and all the others who had followed
Jesus, this must have seemed like the end of their world, the
crushing of all their hopes: the Messiah was dead! Indeed,
the disciples, it would appear, almost melted into the background, leaving some of the women to follow all that happened.
But then, on the Sunday morning, after some of the women
went to the tomb, it was found that Jesus’ body was not
there and so began a series of appearances of the resurrected Jesus, mainly to his disciples. From the depths of
despair, the disciples began to have a sense that maybe it
wasn’t all over – and yet they remained fearful for their own
lives. After all, their leader had been put to death; would
they be next?
Such fears prove unfounded, for the story moves on to Jesus’ ascension back to his Father, an event preceded by Jesus instructing his disciples to await empowerment by the
Holy Spirit. And so it’s only once they are so empowered at
Pentecost that the story moves on from Jesus to the disciples themselves, as they begin to preach and teach about
Jesus. Initially, this is to their fellow Jews, but soon they
cast their nets wider to encompass Gentiles as well – and so
begins what has, over the intervening years, become the
Christian Church.
Our particular family within the Christian Church will later in
the year celebrate 375 years here in Rotterdam and we’ll be
holding a Service of Celebration on Sunday 16th September,
at which the Moderator of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland will be our guest preacher, and at which
we hope to have a large attendance of special guests. After
the service we’ll be having a celebration lunch for everyone
and, nearer the time, we’ll be asking for contributions of food
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from all the countries which are represented in our congregation.
While it’s quite right that we celebrate an event such as this,
it’s not enough to celebrate the past. We need to focus on the
future and set out a vision for that future and so, in the next
Herald, I’ll be inviting your thoughts for such a vision. On a
practical level, we’ll be moving in to that future with our new
Constitution, under which we have only a Consistory, but with
a number of Working Groups to serve under the Consistory –
details of which are given elsewhere in The Herald. I ask that
you keep these new Working Groups in your prayers for they
will be a critical part of our moving forward into our 376th year
and well beyond.
Meantime, may we all enjoy Spring (once it arrives!) and all
take time to appreciate God’s wonderful creation – including
our brothers and sisters in our Church family.
Derek

HOLY WEEK and EASTER SERVICES
Palm Sunday – 25th March
A celebration of Palm Sunday at 10.30 am
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Thursday of Holy Week
29th March 7.30pm
The Last Supper recalled
as we celebrate the
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Good Friday 30th March 7.30pm
Worship for Good Friday

Easter Day – 1st April
Begin the day with Breakfast in the Hall at 9.00 am –
followed by the Sacrament of Holy Communion at 10.30
am
Forthcoming Services
in

8th April 2nd Sunday of Easter
10.30am
Morning Worship followed by an opportunity for accompanied prayer
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15th April
10.30am

3rd Sunday of Easter
Morning Worship

22nd April
10.30am

4th Sunday of Easter
Morning Worship

29th April
10.30am

5th Sunday of Easter
Morning Worship

6th May
10.30am
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6th Sunday of Easter
Sacrament of Holy Communion

13th May
7th Sunday of Easter
10.30am
Morning Worship – Rev Eric Foggitt
followed by an opportunity for accompanied prayer
20th May
10.30am

Pentecost
Worship for Pentecost – Rev Irene Bom

27th May
10.30am

Trinity Sunday
Worship for Trinity Sunday
CONSISTORY WORKING GROUPS

Under the new Constitution approved by the AGM on 4th
March, and then by the International Presbytery on 10th
March, the Consistory is to be setting up five Working
Groups which will operate under the overall authority of the
Consistory itself.
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At present, there are only 9 Elders elected to the Consistory but it is proposed to add to this number as soon as possible, in order to bring the number up to 12 to 15. This
may take a little time as some new Elders will need to be
found and trained, while some ‘old’ Elders not currently on
the Consistory are willing to offer themselves for election.
There will therefore be a Congregational Meeting, hopefully sometime in June, for that purpose.
Meantime the intended Working Groups and their areas of
responsibility are as follows:
Finance & Governance – having responsibility for
oversight of the congregation’s finances,management
and governance.
Property - having responsibility for arranging for the
inspection, maintenance and repair of the church prop
erties and their regular cleaning.
Pastoral Care - having responsibility for ensuring that
the pastoral needs of the congregation are met, including visiting of the ill and housebound and those with
young families.
Worship & Nurture - having responsibility for the ar
rangements for worship and for the Christian education
of the congregation, including through the Sunday
School and Youth Group.
Fellowship & Communication - having responsibility
for arranging for social events and other ways in pro
moting fellowship within the congregation and for keep
ing everyone advised by the newsletter, weekly bulletin,
website and other means.
As well as Elders, each Working Group will include members of the congregation involved in or with skills relevant
to the particular area of the Group’s responsibility. So, if
you feel you could offer your services on one of the
Groups, please let the Consistory Clerk Bob Hensen, know
as soon as possible.
Derek
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CHURCH BOOKSTALL
After 20+ years faithful service in running the Bookstall,
George & Wil Ross have intimated their intention to retire
from this valuable role. Firstly, we need to extend to them
a heartfelt vote of thanks for the work they have done in
setting up and maintaining this ministry over such a long
period and to wish them every blessing in their ‘retirement’.
It does, however, raise a question about the future of the
Bookstall, and the purpose of this note is to ask if there’s
someone in the congregation who feels called to this ministry. Not only does it provide some income for the Church
but, perhaps more importantly, it provides a convenient
source of Christian (and other) literature.
If, therefore, you feel called to help in this ministry, please
speak with me as soon as possible so we can, if possible,
continue to offer this valuable service to the congregation.
Farewell to Church of Scotland Trinidad (COST)
At the recent Presbytery meeting it was agreed that COST
be allowed to leave the Church of Scotland as the congregations there had decided that their future lay as an independent Church – this having always been an option they
reserved when they joined (what was then) the Presbytery
of Europe.
They
may possibly retain
some sort of link with
Presbytery but, once
they get their new
Church incorporated,
they will become an
independent
Reformed Church. One
of the main reasons
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for their following this route is that it will allow them to continue
with the Rev Denyse Rattansingh as their minister – something
that would not have been possible had they remained in the
Church of Scotland. Presbytery expressed their regret at their
departure but wished them all the best for their future.
International Presbytery met in Lisbon
Well, acutally they met in Cascais, about 45 minutes by train
west of Lisbon. It is the kind of meeting we had in Rotterdam
last year. Ministers and elders from all our sisterchurches of
the International Presbytery. Meetings on Friday and Saturday
in Cascais with a closing service on the Sundaymorning, in the
already partly upgraded St. Andrews
Church in Lisbon. Presbytery debated on finance, property, data
protection, local church
reviews. The presbytery accepted the new
constitution of our
church.
Ministers and elders
meet only twice a year.
So there was plenty of
opportunity to talk to
each other informal on
personal lives, church
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live. Of course the Rotterdam delegation told presbyters about our
church 375 year anniversary in
September. You can do this all by
email and Facebook, but the real
thing is to prefer. And there were
opportunities to explore a little bit
of Cascais and Lisbon, although
the weather was no good for
most of the time.
Of Friday 9 March, our Minister,
Rev. Derek Lawson, was installed as the Moderator of the International Presbytery. He took over
from the Rev. Ewan McLean
from Gibraltar. The post of Moderator is for one year. That means
that in March next year Rev.
Lawsons successor will be installed during the presbytery meeting
in Paris.
Our church represented at the
General Assembly
For the first time our church has
a youth representative to the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland. Elaine de Zanger was
apointed by the International
Presbytery in March this year. She will be in Edinburgh for the
full week of 19 – 25 May. She enjoyed the yourh presbytery
earlier this year in Lausanne. She also will attend the meetings
of the International Presbytery in Amsterdam (October) and
Paris (March 2019). Although she is appointed by presbytery,
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we see her also as ‘our’ representative.
Congratulations to Elaine. We hope you enjoy your week in Edinburgh with other young people of different parts of Scotland!
For those interested. All meetings of the General Assembly are
broadcast through the internet: http://
stream1.churchofscotland.org.uk/about_us/general_assembly/
Nex meeting of the International Presbyteryg will be 12 – 14 October at the English Reformed Church in Amsterdam (Begijnho)
AGM - Annual General Meeting 2018
The AGM of the Scots International Church (SICR), reviewing
2017, took place in the Lower Hall on Sunday 4th March after the
morning service. There was just a small interested group of members attending. The documents to be considered were, the
minutes of last year, the Finance report, the Consistory Clerk’s
Report, as well as other reports like Finance & Management,
Welcoming, Sunday School, Mamre, Living Water & Ma-Flo Aids
Orphans Education report. These had all been distributed by
email and few copies made available at the meeting. In addition
there was another rather significant document, the draft Unitary
Constitution of the SICR
Our minister, Rev. Derek Lawson chaired the meeting and after
welcoming all, opened with a prayer. The agenda and minutes of
last year’s meeting were approved, after which our Treasurer Jim
Taylor presented his Finance Report. He pointed out the stepped
increase of SICR’s contribution to the Ministry & Renewal of the
Church of Scotland, which in turn required a higher budget for
2018. He also highlighted the expected energy saving through
the 48 solar panels installed at the end of 2017 and the switching
to LED lighting. These were partly paid by donations from the
congregation and partly by the SICR’s Fabric Fund. Monitoring of
energy costs is in place, but results are not year clear. Considerable costs are expected when a recently broken part of the glass
stained window is repaired. This would also require repair of the
masonry and extend to the other four windows as well. It was rec-
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ommended to request for estimates as soon as possible and
consider maintaining all five windows. Seeking a grant from
the Salvesen Fund was also mentioned. The Finance report
was then approved.
The Consistory Clerk’s report and the other earlier mentioned
other reports were approved without any remarks or opposition.
The Draft Constitution for the SICR drew some questions for
clarification, as ‘Presbytery’ meant the International Presbytery to which the SICR belongs, while it was found quite lenient to wait a full year, before stripping a constantly absent Elder from his or her title. Elders should be expected to attend
meetings. Following this the Constitution was almost unanimously adopted by a show of hands.
The minister gave some insight of what would happen, now
that the constitution had been adopted. First of all the Council
would cease to exist, nevertheless a last meeting is expected
to take place soonest.
Deacons would be invited to become Elders, or take part in
one of the Working Groups to be formed.
Earlier a small group had met and after some discussion suggested the following Working Groups: Finance and Governance, Property, Pastoral matters, Worship & Nurture and finally Fellowship and Communication.
Answering a question from Liz van der Velden assured that
the nomination of the re-election of Elders had been discussed in the Consistory and that Deacons would not be expected to step up to the task of Elder automatically. The Consistory Clerk had spoken some months ago to many Deacons
counselling them to consider the new situation, while the minister would also speak which each of them.
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The Consistory Clerk, Bob Hensen, drew the attention to
practical matters, which meant that for the time being, the
schedule of duties as Elder on Duty, counting, door, for
Elders and Deacons would be extended.
Peace Acquaah and Rizal Sebastian had been nominated
for re-election to serve another term of four years. Eight
members of the congregation seconded the nominations
by the Consistory. A written secret ballot took place which
resulted in and overwhelming approval of the renewal of
another term of four years for both nominees.
Last but not least, the Consistory Clerk mentioned that he
represented the SICR at various meetings and Fora, like
PKN Classis, Münchhausen, L&R – Levensbeschouwing
en Religies and Planning Cool Zuid.
From the Consistory
The Consistory of the SICR met on 6th March, just two days
after the AGM, which was therefore the main topic on the
agenda.
However, as usual the Consistory first considered the known
Pastoral cases, which are those in the congregation that
needed specific attention, because of their failing health, being sick, in hospital or in other kind of distress. Recommendations and suggestions for contacting or visits were made.
Concerning the AGM, the Consistory was quite satisfied with
the results, but lamented the low turnout.
The approval of the Unitary Constitution now frees the way to
organize a new setup of governance and execution through
the formation of suggested Working Groups as: Finance and
Governance, Property, Pastoral matters, Worship & Nurture
and finally Fellowship and Communication. Each Working
Group should have one or two current or new Elders, former
Deacons and selected or volunteering members of the congregation.
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The Consistory also spoke again about the new EU Law, ‘General
Regulation Data Protection’ or AVG - Algemene Verordening
Gegevensbescherming, concerning privacy and security of personal records in hard copy or in electronic form. The SICR Office was
charged to be further informed and take appropriate measures.
The Consistory Clerk, Bob Hensen, is to attend a second seminar
about this matter.
Finally the Consistory spoke about regular topics, like Bible Study,
Prayer, Worship, Mission Offerings and the Agenda for 2018.

Foundation Stone.
Everyone walking past the front of the church can see the
"Foundation stone" that was placed on November 12, 1951 by Mrs.
A.M. Reuchlin-Elink-Schuurman.
Who is this lady with a non-Scottish sounding name? It is Mrs Agatha
Maria Reuchlin born Elink Schuurman, born in Rotterdam on May 17,
1880 and died in Rotterdam on August 18, 1960,
daughter of Hendricus
Elink Schuurman and
Carolina Helena Schumacher. Agatha was born
in a house at the Willemsplein and father was
a broker in coffee by profession.
On 10 May 1905 she
married in Rotterdam to “Jonkheer” Johan George Reuchlin, born in
Rotterdam on 6 December 1874, son of “Jonkheer” Otto Reuchlin,
director of the Holland America Line.
Johan George, who was appointed as director of the Holland America
Line after his marriage, was drowned in April 1912 as one of the three
Dutch passengers on the Titanic.
The family card states that Johan George belonged to the Walloon
Church and Agatha Maria to the Dutch Reformed Church.
Apparently she became a member of the Scottish Church at a later
date.
George Ross
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Herald Deadline
Items for the May/Spring Issue of the Herald should be given to Bob Hensen
or sent to the church office by 17-05-2018.
We hope the next Herald will be available from 27-05-2018

APRIL 2018
04. Felix Dirk Knoester
07. Pelle Adrianus Brits
10. Elizabeth A. Baiye
10. Karen Baiye
13. Olaf de Zanger
15. Tine de Groot-Laban
17. Frank Knoester
17. Gladys Acquah
18. George Ross
19. Emmanuel Asare-Awuku
26. Michellyne (Dominique Chantal)
van der Hulst- van Putten
27. Joke Cromwell
28. Robert Ewing
29. Weona Massicott

MAY 2018
01.
08.
10.
10.
15.
17.
18.
21.
21.
23.
24.
24.
25.
28.
28.
29.

Klazina Rigters
Gwen Wenfua
Grace Amoanyi Fosu
Michelle Sebastian
Mavis Etienne - Massicott
Bridget Teisman-Nintai
Patricia Brown-Cuvulay
Anthony Evovo
Rizal Sebastian
Ladislav Brhel
Anita Ouweleen
Norma Taylor
Tita Dierx
Nnenna Koka
Anneke Mulder
Fred Booman

Happy birthday and may the Lord
bless you in the coming year!
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH

Minister:
Derek Lawson,
Schiedamsevest 121,
Tel.: 010 4125709
E:DLawson@churchofscotland.org.uk
Church Office:
Schiedamsesingel 6,
tel. O10-4124779 ,
E:info@scotsintchurch.com
Rentals Co-ordinator:
Molly Foster,
tel: 06 25538320,
E:info@scotsintchurch.com

Secretary to the Consistory:
Bob Hensen, E:atobobhensen@hotmail.com
Safeguarding and Child Protection Officer:
Annemarie Fleming,
Tel:06 4100 5611,
E:broll-111@hotmail.com
Treasurer and offering envelopes:
Jim Taylor,
Tel:071 3625835
Property Convener: VACANT
Financial team: Fred Booman

Organists:
Jan Hendrik van der Kamp,
E:J.kamp15@chello.nl
Netty Dijkstra
Amund Roe
Choir: Anneke Pot
Joyful Singers:
Esther Abang,
tel. 06 2462 0438, E:esabang201@yahoo.com
Welcome Team:
Steve and Pam Russell,
Tel: 010 5914959,
E:srussell@caiway.nl
Youth group: Saskia Dorsman
Sunday School: Olaf de Zanger
Creche: Maaike van der Eerden, Tel:06 2733
0389

Publicity Team & Herald:
Bob Hensen:(editor)
06 016808505
E:atobobhensen@hotmail.com
Carol de Groot:
E:carolkaedegroot@gmail.com
Ranee Damanik: ran33d@gmail,com
George Ross:
E:georgeross@home.nl
Church Administrator:
Church Office Team,
E:info@ scotsintchurch.com
Church beamer:
André van der Velden,
Tel: 0180-756449,
E:aavandervelden@casema.nl
Childrens’s Message:
Rev. Irene Bom,
E:ibsalem@xs4all.nl

